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Foreword

Overview

The aim of this book is to present a compilation of the Bible's
teachings in a clear and readable order, using the Bible itself
— i.e. verses taken from the Bible. The structure provides a
practical framework for assimilating the Bible's teachings.
Volume I: What to Know covers basically the same themes as
a theological text. Volume II: What to Do is more like a manual
or a "practical theology” text — mainly giving directions on
how to relate to God and to other people.

Each chapter is divided into two parts. Both of these parts
contain major headings, which in turn contain groups of
subheadings. Each subheading states a teaching derived from
the common theme of the verses that follow it. (Thus the
subheadings are based on the verses, rather than the verses
being selected to support the subheadings.) The parts of the
verses that the subheadings reflect are in italics. Many of the
verses are followed by a comment, which are indented.

The Selection and Order of Verses

Rather than including all pertinent verses under each
subheading, if two or more verses say something using the
same or very similar wording, often only one has been used.

Under the subheadings, the verses (or passages) have been
ordered according to content, with biblical order being a
secondary consideration. This has been done to attempt to
produce a smoother flow of thought from verse to verse.

The listing of verses under some subheadings begin with a
verse/s that is right on the subheading's theme, followed by
others that expand on the theme. Often where subheadings
contain a command or instruction, the initial verses contain
comparable instructions — with latter verses containing
examples of people following the instructions or outcomes of
following or not following the instructions.

Contemplating Verses

Much care has been taken to interpret the verses both in the

context of the passage that they are from and in the light of

Scripture as a whole. Nevertheless, if you have doubts about

the usage of a verse then:

e read the section in the Bible from which it is taken, and
consider how it is used in its context.

e consider how the verse fits in with Scripture as a whole. (For
example, interpret OT teaching in the light of NT teaching.)

e read commentaries on the verse and its passage.

Symbols

The symbol % denotes an additional point. It occurs at the
end of some subsections, where it introduces the last verse or
passage. An additional point introduced by the symbol will
have a closely related theme to that of the subsection that it
and the accompanying verse are “tacked on to".

Thick arrows pointing up or down occur in some cross
references and comments, e.g. Ex 40:38 1; Ex 13:21 &. These
indicate that the verse or passage has been included in the
previous subsection or the following subsection.

Thin arrows pointing up or down occur in some comments,
e.g. Ex 24:9-11 1; Ex 6:3 4. These indicate that the verse or
passage has been included above or below, in the same
subsection as where they are used.

Occasionally “..." appears at the end of a subheading and at
the beginning of the following one. This indicates that the
teaching in the second subheading’s verses follows on closely
from that of the first. (Likewise when a subheading begins
with a phrase or word like “As such” or “Thus”, the implication
is that its teaching follows on closely from that of the previous
one.) In such cases the reader may at times find it beneficial
to first reread the preceding subheading.

Abbreviations

Abbreviations in comments denoting quotations from Bible
translations other than the English Standard Version are
identified on the copyright notices page, at the beginning of
this book.

Abbreviations for books of the Bible are standard ones. “OT"
is used for "Old Testament” and “NT" for “New Testament”.

Where a comment was notably influenced by a particular
commentary or study bible, the source is acknowledged with
an abbreviation. (Further publication details for each of these
are available in the Bibliography, along with other books that
have influenced the author.) These abbreviations are:

BBC = Believer's Bible Commentary

BKC = The Bible Knowledge Commentary

ESB = ESV Study Bible

NBC = New Bible Commentary

NEL = The Nelson Study Bible

NSB = NIV Study Bible

ZBC = Zondervan NIV Bible Commentary
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Endorsements

Note that some of the following endorsements are for The Bible
Unpacked series in general or for editions other than this one.

The author has done a great job in collecting and arranging
texts under doctrinal and practical headings.

Dr Paul Barnett, Bishop and noted author

I highly recommend The Bible Unpacked for its use both in
evangelism and helping people grow in their Christian faith.

Dr Peter Ralphs, Former Principal of Bible College of Queensland

Paul Mallison has compiled an excellent resource for the seeker
through to mature Christians.

Glyn Henman, CEO of Young Life Australia

I am a big fan of the Intermediate level one. | carry it
everywhere with me.

Gary Irvine, YWAM Leader

About the Author

Paul Mallison has a BA Dip Ed from Macquarie University,
Sydney. He has spent most of his working life teaching
students from a cross section of ages and backgrounds. In his
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Navigating This File

General
In this file almost all instances of colored text are hyperlinks.

If using Adobe Reader, to ensure that the target of a hyperlink
will always be displayed at the top of the screen, from the
View menu select Page Display and then Enable Scrolling —
or Two Page Scrolling. (Note that this file may not display
correctly if it is opened in Preview, an Apple program.)

After clicking a hyperlink, to return to it, use Alt + < (i.e. hold
down the Alt key and press the left arrow key). On an Apple
computer use Command + <. If the focus has since moved to
another page in the meantime, you will need to do this more
than once.

Quick Navigation Page

The Quick Navigation Page is located at the end of the file. It

has hyperlinks to:

e each of the book'’s 8 units and all the chapters;

e each of the 8 units’ listings in Major Headings;

e each chapter’s listing in All Headings;

e each book of the Bible in the Scripture Index;

e each letter in the Subject Index; and

e the main headings in the introduction and reference
sections.

The bottom of most pages have hyperlinks to the main
sections of the Quick Navigation Page, as per the following:

A-B-C-D-E-F-G-H-OT- NT - Subj

Hyperlinks in Contents

In addition to the Contents near the start, there is a contents
at the beginning of both each chapter and each group of
chapters (i.e. the eight units). Each heading listed in a contents
is a hyperlink to the heading.

Each chapter is divided into two parts, which in turn contain
major sections. Under each major section there is a list of
hyperlinks to the subheadings that follow (effectively a
contents). These lists enable users to see what lies ahead, as
well as to jump directly to any subheading.

Hyperlinks to the ESV Bible Website

To enable quick checking of a passage’s biblical context, the
reference at the start of a passage is a hyperlink to the first
verse in the passage in its chapter on the ESV Bible website.

(If your web browser is not already open, allow a few extra
seconds for the website to appear.)

If a security warning appears asking whether you trust the
website, ensure Remember this action for this site for all PDF
documents is checked and then click Allow. If you are using
Adobe Reader and it will not allow you access, click the Edit
menu (Windows) or the Reader menu (Mac OS), and then click
Preferences. In the subsequent dialog box, click Trust
Manager on the left and then click the Change Settings
button. This will open a dialog box that will enable you to
allow access to the website.

Users should note the generosity of the publishers of the ESV,
in allowing such a large number of verses from the ESV to be
used in this In-Depth Edition.

Hyperlinks in Headers and Footers

Each chapter is divided into two halves or parts. The headers
in the main text have the name of the chapter and the name
of the chapter part on alternate pages. The chapter names are
hyperlinks to the corresponding chapter names in the Major
Headings list. And the chapter part names are hyperlinks to
the corresponding names in the All Headings list.

At the start of footers in the main text is an arrow (?). This
links to the start of the second column on the page, to allow
mobile users to easily move there.

The footers also have hyperlinks to the main sections of the
Quick Navigation Page (as referred to above).

Hyperlinked Indexes

There is both a Scripture Index and a Subject Index. Each of
these contains hyperlinks to the verses and topics listed.

Following each verse or passage in the text is the symbol E.
Clicking it will take the user to the entry for the verse or
passage in the Scripture Index. From there the user can
navigate to other occurrences of the verse / passage in the
text.

Hyperlinked Headings and Lists of Headings

There are two lists of the headings in the main text — Major
Headings and All Headings. The first contains the major
headings in each chapter and the second contains all
headings including every subheading. All the headings in
these lists are hyperlinks to the corresponding headings in the
text.
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Conversely, all the headings in the text are also hyperlinks to
the corresponding headings in the All Headings list. This
allows users to quickly view the headings within a chapter,
enabling them to see what headings lay ahead or to see the
context of a heading that they have arrived at by clicking on
a cross-reference hyperlink.

Additionally, there are also links between key corresponding
headings in the Major Headings and All Headings lists —
indicated by upward and downward pointing triangles
(A, V).

Bookmarks

Depending on the readers device, this file should open with a
bookmark pane. If using Adobe Reader on a computer, it can
be displayed by pressing F4 or selecting from the View menu:
Show/Hide > Navigation Panes > Bookmarks.

Clicking on a bookmark will navigate to and display the
corresponding heading in the document.

Adobe Reader View Options

Bear in mind the options available through the Adobe Reader
View menu’s Zoom submenu, notably the options: Actual
Size (Ctrl + 1), Fit Width (Ctrl + 2) and Fit Width (Ctrl + 3).
These can also be added to the toolbar by selecting from the
View menu: Show/Hide, Toolbar Items, Show Select & Zoom
Tools and then clicking the appropriate option.

By using shortcut keys or the submenus under Show/Hide,
the user can get extra space for viewing the document by
hiding objects on the Adobe Reader screen. The user can hide
(and later show) the Menu Bar (F9), Toolbars (F8) and/or the
Navigation Pane (F4).
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6 1. God's Being

The concepts in the first half of this chapter are fundamental
to understanding what God is like, as they concern basic
attributes of his being. These include attributes which show
God to be very different to us, but also attributes which
indicate that he is like us in that he is a personal being.

a) God's Form

See also:

» God'’s glory is an integral aspect of God's presence, p. 14

= God's glory manifests his presence . . ., p. 15

Subsections

= God is one

= God is spirit

= God cannot be seen by people . ..

= .. In some sense, God is said to have been “seen”
= God is everywhere, not just in temples

= Visions of God

= God's presence has been manifested in a cloud

= God's presence has been manifested with fire

= Note: God primarily dwells in heaven . ..

= ... God’s temple is in heaven

God is one

See also:
= g) The LorD Is God — the Only God, p. 246
In teaching that God is one, the Bible indicates that God is a

single entity or being.

Deut 6:4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.2

a Or The Lorp our God is one LorD; or The LORD is our God,
the LORD is one; or The LORD is our God, the LORD alone

Mark 12:29, 32 Jesus answered, “The most important is,
‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 ...32And

A

the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher. You have truly
said that he is one, and there is no other besides him.

Rom 3:29-30 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the
God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, 3%since God is one—
who will justify the circumcised by faith and the
uncircumcised through faith.

Gal 3:20 Now an intermediary implies more than one, but
God is one. E

James 2:19 You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the
demons believe—and shudder!

God is spirit

God's nature is spirit; he is a spiritual being. So God is not a
physical being, in contrast to people and particularly to idols.

John 4:24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must
worship in spirit and truth. £

Isa 31:3a The Egyptians are man, and not God, and their
horses are flesh, and not spirit. E

The parallel phrases “man, and not God"” and “flesh, and not
spirit” imply that, in contrast to men, God is spirit.

Job 10:4 Have you eyes of flesh? Do you see as man sees?

The direct implication here is that God does not have eyes of
flesh. This points to the fact that God as a whole is not flesh
— he is spirit.

Ps 139:7 Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall |
flee from your presence?
The correlation of “your presence” with “your Spirit” (cf. Ps
51:11) — or “your spirit” (NLT, NRSV) — arguably points to God
being spirit.

% God is not a metal or stone image made by man:

Acts 17:29 Being then God'’s offspring, we ought not to think
that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image
formed by the art and imagination of man.

God cannot be seen by people....

Deut 4:12, 15 Then the LORD spoke to you out of the midst of
the fire. You heard the sound of words, but saw no form;
there was only a voice. £ ... 1>“Therefore watch yourselves
very carefully. Since you saw no form on the day that the LORD
spoke to you at Horeb out of the midst of the fire, ... B

G - H - OT - NT - Subj
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God has no physical, observable form.

Job 9:11 Behold, he passes by me, and I see him not; he moves

on, but I do not perceive him. E

Matt 6:6 But when you pray, go into your room and shut the
door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your
Father who sees in secret will reward you. E

One implication of God being “in secret” is that he is “unseen”
(GNT, NIV).

John 1:18 No one has ever seen God; the only God,» who is at

the Father’s side,c he has made him known. E
b Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only
Son
¢ Greek in the bosom of the Father

1 John 4:12a also states: “No one has ever seen God..."

John 5:37 And the Father who sent me has himself borne

witness about me. His voice you have never heard, his form

you have never seen, ... E
In saying that they had never seen God's form, Jesus may well
have been meaning that like all people they had not “seen
him face to face” (CEV, NLT; cf. GNT). As such it is pertinent
to this subsection. But given the context, the second part of
this verse may be referring more to the Jews’ lack of spiritual
perception (cf. AMP), in particular in the face of God's
revelation through Jesus.

John 6:46 ... not that anyone has seen the Father except he
who is from God; he has seen the Father. E

Col 1:15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of
all creation. 2

1Tim 6:15-16a ... which he will display at the proper time—
he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings
and Lord of lords, 1*who alone has immortality, who dwells
in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can
see.

...In some sense, God is said to have been “seen”

See also:
= Visions of God, p. 9
= God'’s glory manifests his presence . .., p. 15

» ... God’s glory is spoken of as manifesting his presence in
his temples, p. 16

G

Gen 16:13 So she called the name of the LORD who spoke to
her, “You are a God of seeing,”d for she said, “Truly here I
have seen him who looks after me.”¢ E
4 Or You are a God who sees me
€ Hebrew Have I really seen him here who sees me? or
Would I have looked here for the one who sees me?
Verse 11 indicates that it was “the angel of the LORD" who
spoke here to Hagar, rather than necessarily God himself.
(Regarding the relationship to God of “the angel of the LORD",
see the comment below on Judg 6:22-23.) The rendering in
the text note provides a further possible meaning.

Gen 32:30 So Jacob called the name of the place Penielf
saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life has

been delivered.” £
f Peniel means the face of God

Verses 24-30 appear to speak of Jacob encountering a
manifestation of God, possibly in the form of an angel.

Ex 24:9-11 Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and
seventy of the elders of Israel went up, %and they saw the
God of Israel. There was under his feet as it were a pavement
of sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness. 1'And he
did not lay his hand on the chief men of the people of Israel;
they beheld God, and ate and drank. 2

The fact that the description of what they saw of God is
restricted merely to what was under his feet, arguably
suggests that they did not see the whole of God.

Ex 33:11, 20 Thus the LORD used to speak to Moses face to face,
as a man speaks to his friend. When Moses turned again into
the camp, his assistant Joshua the son of Nun, a young man,
would not depart from the tent. ... 20But,” he said, “you
cannot see my face, for man shall not see me and live.”

The phrase “face to face” (v. 11) may be a figure of speech
emphasizing the directness and clarity of God's
communication with Moses. This is supported by v. 20, with
God saying to Moses “you cannot see my face” (and v. 23 —
"my face shall not be seen”). Note that like v. 20 there are
other verses that refer to seeing God resulting in death (cf.
Gen 32:30 1; Ex 24:9-11 1; Judg 6:22-23 {; Judg 13:21-22 4;
Ex 19:21; 1Sam 6:19-20; Isa 6:5-7). Sinful, unworthy people
cannot look upon the holy, almighty God and live.

Num 12:7-8 Not so with my servant Moses. He is faithful in
all my house. 8With him I speak mouth to mouth, clearly, and
not in riddles, and he beholds the form of the LORD. Why then
were you not afraid to speak against my servant Moses? £
The phrase “mouth to mouth” (v. 8) is often translated “face
to face”. Note that Moses is said to behold — or see (cf. GNT,
NCV, NIRV, NIV, NKJV, NLT) — God's “form”, which quite likely

H -~ OT - NT - Subj
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implies that he did not: see God in all his fullness; or
necessarily see God's face (cf. Ex 3:20 1).

Judg 6:22-23 Then Gideon perceived that he was the angel
of the LORD. And Gideon said, “Alas, O Lord Gob! For now I have
seen the angel of the LORD face to face.” 23But the LORD said to
him, “Peace be to you. Do not fear; you shall not die.” &

Here and in 13:21-22 immediately below, it is the angel of
the LORD who is seen. Although he is correlated with God
(v. 23), possibly this is only in the sense that he is speaking
on behalf of God (cf. Note: “The angel of the LORD" is identified
with God, p. 172).

Judg 13:21-22 The angel of the LoRD appeared no more to
Manoah and to his wife. Then Manoah knew that he was the
angel of the LORD. 22And Manoah said to his wife, “We shall

surely die, for we have seen God.” 2

Heb 11:27 By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger
of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is invisible. E

This may allude back to the expression earlier in Hebrews 11
of being “the conviction of things not seen” (v. 1), possibly
meaning that Moses persevered “as if he could see” God
(NCV; cf. GNT). Alternatively it may refer to Moses’ encounter
with God at the burning bush and his ongoing close
communication with God (cf. Ex 3:11, 20 T; Num 12:7-8 1).

% The Lorp’s visible appearance to Abraham, conversing
with him:
Gen 18:1-2, 13-14, 25-26 And the LORD appeared to him by
the oaks# of Mamre, as he sat at the door of his tent in the
heat of the day. 2He lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold,
three men were standing in front of him. When he saw them,
he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to
the earth g ... 3The LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah
laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that am old?’
14]s anything too hard" for the LORD? At the appointed time |
will return to you, about this time next year, and Sarah shall
have a son.” 2 ... 25[Abraham:] Far be it from you to do such a
thing, to put the righteous to death with the wicked, so that
the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall
not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” 26And the LORD
said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will spare
the whole place for their sake.” §

8 Or terebinths

h Or wonderful

As well as the use of the title “the LORD", the content of the

conversation suggests that this was an appearance of the

LORD. Many commentators consider that this was quite likely

the angel of the LORD.

God is everywhere, not just in temples

See also:

= a) God Is Always with His People, p. 802

Ps 139:5-10 You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your
hand upon me. ¢Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it
is high; I cannot attain it. ’Where shall I go from your Spirit?
Or where shall I flee from your presence? 8If I ascend to
heaven, you are there! If  make my bed in Sheol, you are there!
oIf I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost
parts of the sea, 1%even there your hand shall lead me, and your
right hand shall hold me. 2

Prov 15:3 The eyes of the LORD are in every place, keeping

watch on the evil and the good. E

Jer 23:23-24 Am1a God at hand, declares the LORD, and not a
God far away?**Can a man hide himselfin secret places so that
I cannot see him? declares the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and
earth? declares the LORD. E

Num 14:21 But truly, as I live, and as all the earth shall be

filled with the glory of the LORD, ... E
God's glory is often linked with his presence, and as such the
sense of the latter part of the verse may be: “...my presence
fills the earth” (GNT). With the future tense of the verse as it
here (cf. AMP, NASB, NKJV, NRSV), the meaning may be that
God's glory and presence will become clearly manifested
throughout the earth.

1Ki 8:27 But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold,
heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you; how much
less this house that I have built! 2

Acts 7:48-50 Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made
by hands, as the prophet says, *°“‘Heaven is my throne, and the
earth is my footstool. What kind of house will you build for me,
says the Lord, or what is the place of my rest? 5°Did not my

hand make all these things?’ E
The first statement in v. 49 speaks of God being present in
and even throughout heaven and earth — as opposed to
merely within temples (vv. 48, 49b). Note that the fact that
God has made all things (v. 50) points to the absurdity of any
notion of him being confined to a building (cf. Acts 17:24 1).

Acts 17:24 The God who made the world and everything in
it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples
made by man,! ...

I Greek made by hands
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Acts 17:27-28 ... that they should seek God, in the hope that
they might feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is
actually not far from each one of us, *for “In him we live and
move and have our being’;i as even some of your own poets
have said, “For we are indeed his offspring.’k £
i Probably from Epimenides of Crete
kK From Aratus’s poem “Phainomena”
Following his assertion that God “he is actually not far from
each one of us” (v. 27b), in v. 28a Paul appears to be quoting
the Cretan poet Epimenides to illustrate that our existence
and its continuation are dependent on God enveloping us.

Eph 4:6 ...one God and Father of all, who is over all and

through all and in all. E

Here "all” may well be speaking of all things (cf. NCV) —
making the verse particularly pertinent to this subsection.
However it may instead primarily be speaking of all believers.

Visions of God

Isa 6:1-4 In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord
sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train' of his
robe filled the temple. 2Above him stood the seraphim. Each
had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he
covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3And one called to
another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the
whole earth is full of his glory!”™ *And the foundations of the
thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house
was filled with smoke. 2

1 Or hem

mOr may his glory fill the whole earth

The “seraphim” (v. 2) are apparently a high order or class of

angelic beings. Their presence and activity (vw. 2-4)
accentuates God's glory.

Ezek 1:26-28 And above the expanse over their heads there
was the likeness of a throne, in appearance like sapphire;™ and
seated above the likeness of a throne was a likeness with a
human appearance. *’And upward from what had the
appearance of his waist I saw as it were gleaming metal, like
the appearance of fire enclosed all around. And downward
from what had the appearance of his waist [ saw as it were the
appearance of fire, and there was brightness around him.®
28] jke the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud on the
day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness all
around. Such was the appearance of the likeness of the glory
of the LORD. And when I saw it, I fell on my face, and I heard
the voice of one speaking. E

n Or lapis lazuli

°Orit

God is described in like-terms in 8:2 as part of another vision
of God - “Then | looked, and behold, a form that had the
appearance of a man. Below what appeared to be his waist
was fire, and above his waist was something like the
appearance of brightness, like gleaming metal.”

Ezek 43:1-3 Then he led me to the gate, the gate facing east.
2And behold, the glory of the God of Israel was coming from
the east. And the sound of his coming was like the sound of
many waters, and the earth shone with his glory. 3And the
vision I saw was just like the vision that I had seen when hep
came to destroy the city, and just like the vision that I had
seen by the Chebar canal. And I fell on my face. E

P Some Hebrew manuscripts and Vulgate; most Hebrew
manuscripts when [

The other visions referred to are in chs. 8-11 and chs. 1-3 (cf.
Ezek 1:26-28 1) respectively.

Dan 7:9-10 AsIlooked, thrones were placed, and the Ancient
of Days took his seat; his clothing was white as snow, and the
hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery flames; its
wheels were burning fire. 1°A stream of fire issued and came
out from before him; a thousand thousands served him, and
ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him; the court
sat in judgment, and the books were opened. E

Rev 4:2-5 At once [ was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne
stood in heaven, with one seated on the throne. 3And he who
sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian, and
around the throne was a rainbow that had the appearance of
an emerald. *Around the throne were twenty-four thrones,
and seated on the thrones were twenty-four elders, clothed
in white garments, with golden crowns on their heads. 5From
the throne came flashes of lightning, and rumblingsa and peals
of thunder, and before the throne were burning seven torches
of fire, which are the seven spirits of God, ...

4 Or voices, or sounds

The “twenty-four elders” (v. 4) are quite possibly a high order
or class of angelic beings. The “seven spirits of God"” (v. 5) is
usually interpreted as referring to the Holy Spirit.

God's presence has been manifested in a cloud

See also:
= Ex 13:21 &; Deut 4:11 &; Deut 5:22 &
= God'’s glory manifests his presence . .., p. 15

= ... God’s glory is spoken of as manifesting his presence in
his temples, p. 16
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Ex 16:10-11 And as soon as Aaron spoke to the whole
congregation of the people of Israel, they looked toward the
wilderness, and behold, the glory of the LORD appeared in the
cloud. 1*And the LORD said to Moses, ... E

This indicates that God spoke from the cloud (cf. Ex 19:9a {;
Ex 24:16 ¥; Ex 33:9 1), affirming his presence within it.

Ex 19:9a, 16-17 And the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I am
coming to you in a thick cloud, that the people may hear when
I speak with you, and may also believe you forever.” 2 ...
160n the morning of the third day there were thunders and
lightnings and a thick cloud on the mountain and a very loud
trumpet blast, so that all the people in the camp trembled.
17Then Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God,
and they took their stand at the foot of the mountain. 2

Ex 24:16 The glory of the LORD dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the
cloud covered it six days. And on the seventh day he called to
Moses out of the midst of the cloud. £

Ex 33:9-10 When Moses entered the tent, the pillar of cloud
would descend and stand at the entrance of the tent, and the
LorD* would speak with Moses. 1°And when all the people saw
the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance of the tent, all the
people would rise up and worship, each at his tent door. E

r Hebrew he

Ex 34:5 The LorD descended in the cloud and stood with him
there, and proclaimed the name of the LoRrD. &

Ex 40:34-38 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and
the glory of the LorbD filled the tabernacle. 33And Moses was
notable to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled
on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.
36Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was
taken up from over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would
set out. 37But if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not
set out till the day that it was taken up. 38For the cloud of the
LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night,
in the sight of all the house of Israel throughout all their
journeys. 2

The cloud of God'’s glory and presence, which had filled the

tabernacle (vv. 34-35), guided the Israelites during all their

travels (vv. 36-38).

Lev16:2 ...and the LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron your
brother not to come at any time into the Holy Place inside
the veil, before the mercy seat that is on the ark, so that he
may not die. For I will appear in the cloud over the mercy
seat. &

A

1Ki 8:10-12 And when the priests came out of the Holy Place,
a cloud filled the house of the LORD, 1so that the priests could
not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the
Lorb filled the house of the LORD. 2Then Solomon said, “The
LoRrDs has said that he would dwell in thick darkness.
s Septuagint The LORD has set the sun in the heavens, but
Just as the cloud of God's glory and presence had filled the
movable tabernacle (cf. Ex 40:34-35 1) to accompany the
Israelites in their travels, it likewise later filled the completed

temple in Jerusalem. Note that "thick darkness” can be
rendered “dark cloud” (CEV, NCV, NIRV, NIV, NKJV; cf. NASB).

Matt 17:5 He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud
overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is
my beloved Son,t with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.”

t Or my Son, my (or the) Beloved

Here God speaks from a bright cloud on the occasion of
Jesus Christ’s transfiguration.

Acts 1:9 And when he had said these things, as they were
looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their
sight.
A number of commentators consider this cloud to be, as in
the above references, a manifestation of God's presence.

Ps 18:11-12 He made darkness his covering, his canopy
around him, thick clouds dark with water. 20ut of the
brightness before him hailstones and coals of fire broke

through his clouds. E

The description here appears to be figurative, although the
writer is possibly alluding to earlier manifestations of God's
presence in a cloud (as per the above references).

God’s presence has been manifested with fire

See also:

= Ex 40:38

Ex 3:2-6 And the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame
of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the
bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. 3And Moses said,
“I will turn aside to see this great sight, why the bush is not
burned.” “When the LORD saw that he turned aside to see,
God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he
said, “Here I am.” 5Then he said, “Do not come near; take
your sandals off your feet, for the place on which you are
standing is holy ground.” ®And he said, “I am the God of your
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
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Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at
God.

The "angel of the LORD” (v.2) is identified with God (v. 4).
God'’s presence is here manifested in fire from within a bush.

Ex 13:21 And the LoRD went before them by day in a pillar of
cloud to lead them along the way, and by night in a pillar of
fire to give them light, that they might travel by day and by
night. E

Ex 19:18 Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke because the
LoRD had descended on it in fire. The smoke of it went up like
the smoke of a kiln, and the whole mountain trembled
greatly. 2

Ex 24:17 Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like
a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the
people of Israel. £

Deut 4:11-12 And you came near and stood at the foot of the
mountain, while the mountain burned with fire to the heart of
heaven, wrapped in darkness, cloud, and gloom. 2Then the
LORD spoke to you out of the midst of the fire. You heard the
sound of words, but saw no form; there was only a voice. E

Deut 5:22 These words the LORD spoke to all your assembly at
the mountain out of the midst of the fire, the cloud, and the
thick darkness, with a loud voice; and he added no more. And
he wrote them on two tablets of stone and gave them to me.

Lev 9:24 And fire came out from before the LORD and
consumed the burnt offering and the pieces of fat on the
altar, and when all the people saw it, they shouted and fell
on their faces.

This is not necessarily saying that the fire was a manifestation

of God'’s presence, but it does at least associate the fire with
God'’s presence (cf. NIV, NLT).

t God's Holy Spirit was manifested in what looked like
“tongues of fire”:

Acts 2:3-4 And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them
and rested" on each one of them. *And they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the
Spirit gave them utterance.

W Or And tongues as of fire appeared to them, distributed
among them, and rested

Note: God primarily dwells in heaven . ..

See also:
» ... God is enthroned in heaven, p. 251

Verses which speak of God being in heaven are not
understood to indicate that he is in any way confined to one
location. But they do suggest that his form is such that his
primary presence is in heaven. Note that some verses
suggest that God is present throughout the earth through his
Holy Spirit (cf. The Holy Spirit is correlated with God'’s
presence, p. 143).

Deut 26:15 Look down from your holy habitation, from
heaven, and bless your people Israel and the ground that you
have given us, as you swore to our fathers, a land flowing
with milk and honey. &

1Ki 8:30b And listen in heaven your dwelling place, and when
you hear, forgive. E

2Chr 20:6a ...and said, “O LorD, God of our fathers, are you
not God in heaven? 2

Job 22:12a “Is not God high in the heavens? =

Ps 20:6 Now I know that the LORD saves his anointed; he will
answer him from his holy heaven with the saving might of his
right hand. 2

Ps 73:25 Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is
nothing on earth that I desire besides you. £

Eccl 5:2 v Be not rash with your mouth, nor let your heart be
hasty to utter a word before God, for God is in heaven and you
are on earth. Therefore let your words be few. £

v Ch 5:1 in Hebrew

Isa 63:15a Look down from heaven and see, from your holy
and beautiful¥ habitation. E

W Or holy and glorious

Matt 6:9 Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed
be your namex £

X Or Let your name be kept holy, or Let your name be
treated with reverence

Acts 7:55 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand
of God. B
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Gen 28:17 And he was afraid and said, “How awesome is this
place! This is none other than the house of God, and this is the
gate of heaven.” E

Jacob was speaking after having a dream of a stairway

reaching up to heaven, with God being above the stairway
(cf. wv. 12-13).

Isa 40:22 Itis he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its
inhabitants are like grasshoppers; who stretches out the
heavens like a curtain, and spreads them like a tent to dwell
in; ...

. God’s temple is in heaven

There have been earthly temples of God. But as heaven is
where God primarily dwells, that which is spoken of as
ultimately being God'’s temple is in heaven.

Ps 11:4 The LoRD is in his holy temple; the LORD’s throne is in
heaven; his eyes see, his eyelids test the children of man. g

Heb 8:5 They serve a copy and shadow of the heavenly things.
For when Moses was about to erect the tent, he was
instructed by God, saying, “See that you make everything
according to the pattern that was shown you on the
mountain.” E

The priests served at a sanctuary — initially in the tabernacle

and then later the temple — which was set up to reflect God's
heavenly sanctuary or temple.

Rev 11:19 Then God’s temple in heaven was opened, and the
ark of his covenant was seen within his temple. There were
flashes of lightning, rumblingsY peals of thunder, an
earthquake, and heavy hail. £

¥ Or voices, or sounds

The ark of the covenant signifies God's presence (cf. d) The
Ark of the Covenant and God's Presence, p.340). The
background to this reference is the ark of the covenant that
was made according to God's directions to Moses. It was kept
in the Most Holy Place in the tabernacle and later in the
temple. It contained the stone tablets on which were written
the Ten Commandments. Together these tablets were also
referred to as the "witness” (cf. Rev 15:5 1) — or “testimony”
(NIV®) — as they “witnessed” to God’'s covenant to Israel,
which was based on the Ten Commandments.

Rev 15:5, 8 After this I looked, and the sanctuary of the tent*
of witness in heaven was opened, E ...8and the sanctuary was
filled with smoke from the glory of God and from his power,
and no one could enter the sanctuary until the seven plagues
of the seven angels were finished. £

A

z Or tabernacle

This sanctuary appears to denote a/the temple of God (cf.
CEV, GNT, NASB, NCV, NIRV, NIV, NKJV, NLT, NRSV).

Jonah 2:4, 7 Then I said, ‘l am driven away from your sight;
yet I shall again look upon your holy temple.” £ ... ”"When my
life was fainting away, I remembered the LORD, and my
prayer came to you, into your holy temple.
Inv. 4, “temple” appears to refer to the temple in Jerusalem,
with Jonah speaking of looking towards it. Contrastingly, in
v. 7 "temple” may refer to God's heavenly temple, with Jonah
speaking of his prayer rising to God and to his “temple”. The
Israelites closely correlated these two temples. Note that
although the following references do not actually mention
heaven, like v. 7 here they appear to be speaking of heaven
as God's temple.

Ps 18:6 In my distress I called upon the LoRrD; to my God I
cried for help. From his temple he heard my voice, and my cry
to him reached his ears. E

Mic 1:2 Hear, you peoples, all of you;2 pay attention, O earth,
and all that is in it, and let the Lord GobD be a witness against
you, the Lord from his holy temple. E

a Hebrew all of them

Hab 2:20 But the LoRrbD is in his holy temple; let all the earth
keep silence before him. E

% God dwells in heaven but is also present on earth:

Isa 57:15 For thus says the One who is high and lifted up,
who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: “I dwell in the
high and holy place, and also with him who is of a contrite and
lowly spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to revive the
heart of the contrite. £
That God dwells in heaven but is present on earth too is also
implied in 66:1a — ‘Thus says the Lord: “"Heaven is my throne,
and the earth is my footstool".

Pray for persecuted Christians
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b) God's Glory

See also:
= God'’s glory [reasons for which to exalt God], p. 1267

Scripture often speaks of God’s glory in reference to his
wondrous being. In doing so, it has in view God's essence
and/or his attributes. Regarding his essence, God's glory
pertains to his essential being itself, such that his presence is
on occasions perceived as his glory and spoken of in terms
of it. Regarding his attributes, God's glory emanates in part
from his attributes — such as his power — which in a sense
reflect the glory of God's essence and presence.

Subsections

= Glory is a prominent and key attribute of God
= God's glory is an integral aspect of God's presence
= God's glory manifests his presence . ..

= ... God's glory is spoken of as manifesting his presence in
his temples

= God is resplendent with light

» God has great splendor and majesty

= God's glory is reflected in his powerful deeds

= God's glory is evidenced throughout the earth and the
heavens

= God's glory will be explicitly revealed throughout the earth,
to all nations

Glory is a prominent and key attribute of God

Ps 24:7-8, 10 Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O

ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. 8Who is this

King of glory? The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty

in battle! E ... ""Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts,

he is the King of glory! Selah 2
The mighty God is “the King of glory” (cf. Acts 7:2b {; Eph
1:17 1), for his glory far exceeds that of anyone or anything
else, and in him glory has its ultimate expression.

Ps 104:31 May the glory of the LORD endure forever; may the
LORD rejoice in his works, ... E

This points to the fact that God's glory will indeed endure
forever.

Ps 138:5 ...and they shall sing of the ways of the LorbD, for

great is the glory of the LORD. E

A

Jer 2:11 Has a nation changed its gods, even though they are
no gods? But my people have changed their glory for that
which does not profit. E

The phrase “their glory” refers to God — “their Glory [God]”

(AMP). Referring to God as such reflects that glory is a
prominent and key part of his being.

Hab 2:14 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the
glory of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.

Acts 7:2b The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham
when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, ...

"The God of glory” — as with the similar titles “the King of
glory” (Ps 24:7-8, 10 1) and “the Father of glory” (Eph 1:17 {)
— appears to indicate one or more of the following: glory is a
central attribute of God, permeating or encompassing his
entire being; God is the ultimate source of all glory; and God
is the one to whom all glory belongs (cf. Rev 19:1 {).

Rom 3:23 ... for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God, ... E

In their sinful state, people are not compatible with God'’s
wondrous glory. The fact that it is God's glory that people are
measured by or compared to, underlines that glory is a key
attribute of God.

2Cor 4:6 For God, who said, “Letlight shine out of darkness,”
has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. E

This is speaking of God enabling believers to know his glory
through his revelation of himself in Jesus Christ, largely as
seen in Jesus Christ's mission. Jesus Christ emulated and
revealed God in his person, words and deeds; in a sense Jesus
Christ personified God.

i

Eph 1:17 ... that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father
of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in
the knowledge of him, ... §

Heb 1:3a He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact
imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the
word of his power.
In speaking of Jesus Christ being like God, the only attribute
of God that is specifically mentioned is his glory (cf. 2Cor
4:6 1). This highlights that glory is a prominent and key
attribute of God.

Jude 1:25 ... to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ
our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before
all time and now and forever. Amen.

In ascribing glory to God (cf. Rev 19:1 {; [Reasons for which
to exalt God:] God'’s glory, p. 1267) the writer appears to both
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acknowledge God's glory and bestow glory on God, the latter
being akin to a blessing.

t Glory belongs to God:

Rev 19:1 After this [ heard what seemed to be the loud voice
of a great multitude in heaven, crying out, “Hallelujah!
Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, ... £

Ultimately glory only truly belongs to God. No other glory is
comparable or lasting.

God’s glory is an integral aspect of God's presence

See also:

= [srael’s glory will primarily be God, with the glory of his
presence, p. 1017

Ps 26:8 O LoRrb, I love the habitation of your house and the
place where your glory dwells. E
In speaking of where God's "glory dwells” — and also in view
of the earlier reference to "your house” — this correlates God's
glory with his presence.

Ps 85:9 Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, that
glory may dwell in our land. E

The reference to “glory” is likely to God's glory — "his glory”
(NCV™, NIV®, NLT, NRSV). The verse may mean that on
accomplishing their salvation, God's glorious presence — God
himself — would remain with his people in the land (cf. AMP,
GNT). Alternatively, or additionally, it could be speaking of
God's glory being manifested in effecting his people’s
salvation.

Isa 58:8 Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and
your healing shall spring up speedily; your righteousness
shall go before you; the glory of the LoRD shall be your rear
guard. 2
This appears to allude to the cloud of God's presence, which
guided and protected Israel during all their desert travels.
The expression “the glory of the LORD” speaks of God himself,
his very presence.

Ezek 3:12-13 Then the Spiritt lifted me up, and [ heard
behind me the voice® of a great earthquake: “Blessed be the
glory of the LORD from its place!” 31t was the sound of the
wings of the living creatures as they touched one another,
and the sound of the wheels beside them, and the sound of a
great earthquake. E

b Or the wind, also verse 14
¢ Or sound

The term "its place” likely denotes God's dwelling place (cf.
NIV). The context (cf. Ezek 1:26-28 §; Ezek 3:22-23 &) further
suggests that “the glory of the LORD" is correlated with God's
presence.

2Pet 1:17 For when he received honor and glory from God
the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic
Glory, “This is my beloved Son,4 with whom I am well
pleased,” ... £
4 Or my Son, my (or the) Beloved
Peter is speaking of Jesus Christ’s transfiguration where God,
“the Majestic Glory”, spoke from a bright cloud that
enveloped Jesus and the disciples with him (cf. Matt 17:5).
The reference to God as “the Majestic Glory” speaks of and
emphasizes the glory of his presence (cf. ESB).

Jude 1:24 Now to him who is able to keep you from
stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence
of his glory with great joy, ... E

Num 14:21 But truly, as I live, and as all the earth shall be
filled with the glory of the LORD, ... E

As noted earlier, this may be linking God's glory with his
presence — which may also be the case in Isaiah 6:3 below.

Isa 6:3 And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy
is the LoRD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!” E

€ Or may his glory fill the whole earth

Rev 21:2-3,10-11 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the
throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling placef of God is with man.
He will dwell with them, and they will be his people,g and God
himself will be with them as their God.! £ ... 1°And he
carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and
showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of
heaven from God, *having the glory of God, its radiance like
a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal.

f Or tabernacle

8 Some manuscripts peoples

h Some manuscripts omit as their God

God will dwell with his people in the new Jerusalem (v. 3). As

such God's glory will be there (v. 11).
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God’s glory manifests his presence. ..

See also:

» God'’s presence has been manifested in a cloud, p. 9

= God'’s presence has been manifested with fire, p. 10

Ex 16:10-11 And as soon as Aaron spoke to the whole
congregation of the people of Israel, they looked toward the
wilderness, and behold, the glory of the LORD appeared in the
cloud. 1*And the LORD said to Moses, ... E
Verse 1 indicates that God spoke from the cloud, affirming
his presence in it — thus showing his glory to be a
manifestation of his presence. Exodus 24:15-17, Numbers
14:10-11, Numbers 20:6-7, Ezekiel 1:26-28 and Ezekiel 8:4-5b
below similarly speak of the appearance of God's glory along
with God speaking, showing his glory to be indicative of his
presence.

Ex 24:15-17 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the
cloud covered the mountain. ¢The glory of the LORD dwelt on
Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And on the
seventh day he called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud.
“Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a
devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the
people of Israel. 2

Ex 33:18-22 Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” 1°And
he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you and will
proclaim before you my name ‘The LorD.” And I will be
gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on
whom [ will show mercy. 2°But,” he said, “you cannot see my
face, for man shall not see me and live.” 2And the LORD said,
“Behold, there is a place by me where you shall stand on the
rock, 22and while my glory passes by 1 will put you in a cleft of
the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I have
passed by.

Verses 19-20, 22b indicate that God's presence is in view. As

such God's glory (vv. 18, 22) is here closely associated with

God'’s presence, seemingly manifesting it.

Lev 9:4-6, 23-24 ...and an ox and a ram for peace offerings,
to sacrifice before the LORD, and a grain offering mixed with
oil, for today the LorD will appear to you.”” 5And they brought
what Moses commanded in front of the tent of meeting, and
all the congregation drew near and stood before the LORD.
6And Moses said, “This is the thing that the LorRD commanded
you to do, that the glory of the LORD may appear to you.” 5 ...
23And Moses and Aaron went into the tent of meeting, and
when they came out they blessed the people, and the glory of
the LORD appeared to all the people. ?*And fire came out from

A

before the LorD and consumed the burnt offering and the
pieces of fat on the altar, and when all the people saw it, they
shouted and fell on their faces. E
Verses 4, 6 correlate God's appearance with his glory by
speaking of the "LORD" appearing and "the glory of the LORD"
appearing as being the same thing. Verses 23, 24 similarly
correlate “the glory of the LORD" (v. 23) with his presence
(v. 24b; cf. NIV).

Num 14:10-11 Then all the congregation said to stone them
with stones. But the glory of the LORD appeared at the tent of
meeting to all the people of Israel. 'And the LORD said to
Moses, “How long will this people despise me? And how long
will they not believe in me, in spite of all the signs that [ have
done among them? g

Num 20:6-7 Then Moses and Aaron went from the presence
of the assembly to the entrance of the tent of meeting and
fell on their faces. And the glory of the LORD appeared to them,
7and the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, ... E

Ezek 1:26-28 And above the expanse over their heads there
was the likeness of a throne, in appearance like sapphire;i and
seated above the likeness of a throne was a likeness with a
human appearance. ?’And upward from what had the
appearance of his waist I saw as it were gleaming metal, like
the appearance of fire enclosed all around. And downward
from what had the appearance of his waist I saw as it were the
appearance of fire, and there was brightness around him.j
28Like the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud on the
day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness all
around. Such was the appearance of the likeness of the glory
of the LORD. And when I saw it, I fell on my face, and I heard the
voice of one speaking.

I Or lapis lazuli

b Orit

Ezek 8:4-5a And behold, the glory of the God of Israel was
there, like the vision that [ saw in the valley. 5Then he said to
me, “Son of man, lift up your eyes now toward the north.” g

Ezek 3:22-23 And the hand of the LORD was upon me there.
And he said to me, “Arise, go out into the valley* and there I
will speak with you.” 23So 1 arose and went out into the valley,
and behold, the glory of the LORD stood there, like the glory
that I had seen by the Chebar canal, and I fell on my face. E

K Or plain; also verse 23

Acts 7:55 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand
of God. E
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Here “the glory of God" is correlated with “God” himself —
and so God's presence.

... God's glory is spoken of as manifesting his
presence in his temples

1Ki 8:10-12 And when the priests came out of the Holy Place,
a cloud filled the house of the LORD, 1so that the priests could
not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the
LorbD filled the house of the LORD. 12Then Solomon said, “The
LORD! has said that he would dwell in thick darkness. E

I Septuagint The LORD has set the sun in the heavens, but

As noted earlier, the "thick darkness” (v. 12) refers to the
cloud (vv. 10-11).

Ezek 43:1-5 Then he led me to the gate, the gate facing east.
2And behold, the glory of the God of Israel was coming from
the east. And the sound of his coming was like the sound of
many waters, and the earth shone with his glory. 3And the
vision I saw was just like the vision that I had seen when hem
came to destroy the city, and just like the vision that I had
seen by the Chebar canal. And I fell on my face. *As the glory
of the LoRD entered the temple by the gate facing east, 5the
Spirit lifted me up and brought me into the inner court; and
behold, the glory of the LorbD filled the temple. E

mSome Hebrew manuscripts and Vulgate; most Hebrew
manuscripts when |

This is from Ezekiel's vision of a future temple in Jerusalem.

Rev 15:8 ... and the sanctuary was filled with smoke from the
glory of God and from his power, and no one could enter the
sanctuary until the seven plagues of the seven angels were
finished. 2

God's heavenly temple appears to be in view.

Ex 40:34-35 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and
the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 3*And Moses was
notable to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled
on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. E
Prior to Solomon building the first temple of God, the
tabernacle was the place of God's sanctuary. (It was a
movable structure, which accompanied the Israelites in their
travels.) It likewise signified God’s presence and here God's
glory is spoken of as manifesting his presence in it.

God is resplendent with light

One can infer from the following verses that one aspect or
effect of God's glory is that God is resplendent with light.

1Tim 6:15-16 ... which he will display at the proper time—he
who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and
Lord of lords, *who alone has immortality, who dwells in
unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see.
To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.

Ps 104:2 ... covering yourself with light as with a garment,
stretching out the heavens like a tent.
The use of “light” here may be figurative (cf. Ps 18:12 1),
portraying God's interaction with his creation. But even if this
is the case, it probably alludes to the actual light of God's
glory and presence.

Isa 60:19-20 The sun shall be no more your light by day, nor
for brightness shall the moon give you light;» but the LorD
will be your everlasting light, and your God will be your
glory.c 2°Your sun shall no more go down, nor your moon
withdraw itself; for the Lorp will be your everlasting light,
and your days of mourning shall be ended.

n Masoretic Text; Dead Sea Scroll, Septuagint, Targum add
by night

° Or your beauty

This speaks of the renewed Jerusalem, and is reflected in

Revelation 21:11, 23 below, which speaks of the new

Jerusalem of the afterlife.

Ezek 1:27-28a And upward from what had the appearance
of his waist I saw as it were gleaming metal, like the
appearance of fire enclosed all around. And downward from
what had the appearance of his waist [ saw as it were the
appearance of fire, and there was brightness around him.p
28Like the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud on the
day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness all
around. Such was the appearance of the likeness of the glory
of the LORD. 2
P Orit

Ezek 43:1-2 Then he led me to the gate, the gate facing east.

2And behold, the glory of the God of Israel was coming from

the east. And the sound of his coming was like the sound of

many waters, and the earth shone with his glory. 2
The earth shone “with the dazzling light” (GNT) of God's
glory.

Dan 2:22 ...he reveals deep and hidden things; he knows
what is in the darkness, and the light dwells with him. g

The meaning of the final clause is debatable, but it may well
be speaking of the light that emanates from God's glory (cf.
GNT, NCV, NLT).
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Luke 2:9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled
with fear.
The angel who appeared to the shepherds to announce Jesus
Christ's birth was accompanied by a manifestation of God's
glory (cf. Rev 21:23 1), indicative of God's presence, which
shone around them. Such was the light that, along with the
angel, it evoked fear.

Rev 21:23 And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine
on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the
Lamb.

Rev 22:5a And night will be no more. They will need no light
of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light ... E

Deut 33:2 He said, “The LORD came from Sinai and dawned
from Seir upon us;9 he shone forth from Mount Paran; he came
from the ten thousands of holy ones, with flaming firer at his
right hand. 2
1 Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate; Hebrew them
r The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain

The appearance of God's glory at Sinai is in view (cf. Ex 24:15-
17). God “dawned” as in “rose like the sun” (GNT, NCV; cf.
Hab 3:4 ). Psalms 50:2 also speaks of God shining forth —
"Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth.”

Ps 18:12 Out of the brightness before him hailstones and coals
of fire broke through his clouds.
As in Habakkuk 3:4 below, the description here appears to be

figurative, although quite possibly alluding to the writer's
understanding of God's actual presence.

Hab 3:4 His brightness was like the light; rays flashed from
his hand; and there he veiled his power. 2

% God is light:

1n 1:5 This is the message we have heard from him and
proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness
atall. E

Here “light” appears to be used as a metaphor for God's
holiness and truth, but it may also allude to the light of God's
presence (cf. ZBC) which would make the verse particularly
pertinent here.

God has great splendor and majesty

Verses speaking of God's splendor and/or majesty are
reflective of God's glory. Similar to and in conjunction with
God's glory, God's splendor and majesty are spoken of as
being descriptive of his presence and also on occasions as
emanating from his pre-eminent attributes, partly in his
exercising of them.

Ps 96:6 Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and
beauty are in his sanctuary. E

Ps 104:1 Bless the LorD, O my soul! O LORD my God, you are
very great! You are clothed with splendor and majesty, ... 2

Ps 145:5 On the glorious splendor of your majesty, and on
your wondrous works, [ will meditate. £

Isa 2:10, 19 Enter into the rock and hide in the dust from
before the terror of the LORD, and from the splendor of his
majesty. E ...1°And people shall enter the caves of the rocks
and the holes of the ground,s from before the terror of the
LoRD, and from the splendor of his majesty, when he rises to
terrify the earth.

s Hebrew dust

Hab 3:3 God came from Teman, and the Holy One from Mount
Paran. His splendor covered the heavens, and the earth was
full of his praise. Selah 2
Possibly the appearance of God's glory at Mount Sinai is in
view here (cf. Ex 19:16-19). God's splendor is depicted as
covering the heavens and bringing him praise and renown
throughout the earth.

Deut 33:26 There is none like God, O Jeshurun, who rides
through the heavens to your help, through the skies in his
majesty. 2
This poetically depicts the dynamic power and majesty of
God.

1Chr 29:11 Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and
the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the
heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O
LORD, and you are exalted as head above all. §

Job 37:22 Out of the north comes golden splendor; God is
clothed with awesome majesty. E

Ps 29:4 The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the
Lorp is full of majesty. 2
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Ps 93:1a The LORD reigns; he is robed in majesty; the LORD is
robed; he has put on strength as his belt. &

Heb 1:3b After making purification for sins, he sat down at
the right hand of the Majesty on high, ... &
As well as indicating that God has great majesty, the title
“Majesty” alludes to God's supremacy (cf. GNT) and probably
also his glory (cf. 2Pet 1:17 {).

Ex 15:7, 11 In the greatness of your majesty you overthrow
your adversaries; you send out your fury; it consumes them
like stubble. E ... 11“Who is like you, O LORD, among the gods?
Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome in glorious
deeds, doing wonders? £
Akin to the theme of the following subsection, God's majesty
is manifested in his great power (v. 7; cf. Isa 2:10, 19 1; Ps
8:1 1). Itis also in part due to his holiness (v. 11). Note that
this and the following references speak of God as being
“majestic”, indicative of his great majesty.

Ps 8:1 O LoRrb, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the
earth! You have set your glory above the heavens. &

Ps 76:4 Glorious are you, more majestic than the mountains
of prey. E

2Pet 1:17 For when he received honor and glory from God
the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic
Glory, “This is my beloved Son,! with whom I am well

pleased,” E

t Or my Son, my (or the) Beloved

God’s glory is reflected in his powerful deeds

See also:

= Ps 1455 ©; Ex 157 ©; Ps 8:1 ©

» God'’s judgment evidences his glory — and also brings him
glory, p. 436

» God'’s saving of his people reveals God'’s glory, p. 924

= [srael’s renewal will bring God glory, p. 1017

Note that the following two subsections in part also speak of
God's glory being reflected in his powerful deeds. God's
creation is largely in view in the following subsection and in
the subsequent one God's emphatic intervention at the end
of the age is prominent.

Ps 24:8 Who is this King of glory? The LORD, strong and
mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle!

God's power seen in his deeds against enemies, exhibits his
glory — pointing to him being the “King of glory”.

Ps 66:2-3 ... sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious
praise! 3Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! So great is
your power that your enemies come cringing to you.

This speaks both of God's glory being evidenced in his power

and deeds and of him being glorified in people praising him
because of his power and deeds.

Ps 138:5 ...and they shall sing of the ways of the LORD, for
great is the glory of the LORD. E

The "ways" of the LORD are inclusive of what he has done (cf.
CEV, GNT, NCV, NIrV) and reflect his great glory.

Ps 145:11-12 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom and
tell of your power, 2to make known to the children of man
your* mighty deeds, and the glorious splendor of your
kingdom. E
u Hebrew his; also next line
These verses associate the glory and glorious splendor of
God's kingdom with God's mighty acts, arguably suggesting
that the latter evidences the former.

Ezek 39:6, 13, 21 [ will send fire on Magog and on those who
dwell securely in the coastlands, and they shall know that I am
the LorD. E ... 13All the people of the land will bury them, and
it will bring them renown on the day that I show my glory,
declares the Lord Gobp. 2 ... 21“And I will set my glory among
the nations, and all the nations shall see my judgment that |

have executed, and my hand that [ have laid on them.

John 11:40-44 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you
believed you would see the glory of God?” #1So they took away
the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank
you that you have heard me. #’1 knew that you always hear
me, but I said this on account of the people standing around,
that they may believe that you sent me.” 3When he had said
these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come
out.” **The man who had died came out, his hands and feet
bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth.
Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” E

God'’s glory was seen or reflected in the raising of Lazarus

from the dead, with Jesus effectively calling on his Father in

raising Lazarus.

Rom 6:4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism
into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness
of life. E
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This indicates that God's glory — encompassing his “glorious
power” (GNT, NLT; cf. AMP, NCV) — was evident in his raising
of Jesus Christ from the dead.

Ex 15:6 Your right hand, O LoRD, glorious in power, your right
hand, O LoRD, shatters the enemy. 5

Just as God's glory is reflected in his powerful deeds, God's
power expressed in his deeds shows him to be glorious.

Luke 9:43 And all were astonished at the majesty of God. But
while they were all marveling at everything he was doing,
JesusY said to his disciples, ... &

v Greek he

Akin to his glory, God's majesty was reflected in Jesus Christ’s
powerful deeds, which were done with God'’s power.

% God's dealings with humankind make known “the riches
of his glory":
Rom 9:22-23 What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to
make known his power, has endured with much patience
vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, ?3in order to make
known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has
prepared beforehand for glory— E
Paul may be saying that God makes “the riches of his glory”
(v. 23a) known to those who are “vessels of mercy” by
bearing with great patience those who are “vessels of wrath”.
Alternatively, Paul may mean that God makes “the riches of
his glory” known by bestowing these riches on the “vessels
of mercy” in contrast to the destruction that he will inflict on
the "vessels of wrath”.

God'’s glory is evidenced throughout the earth and
the heavens

See also:
= Creation attests to God's greatness and glory, p. 219

God’s glory is evidenced throughout the earth and the
heavens - for God so wonderfully created them, reflecting his

glory.

Ps 8:1 O Lorb, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the
earth! You have set your glory above the heavens. E

Ps 19:1-4a The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky
aboveY proclaims his handiwork. *Day to day pours out
speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. 3There is no
speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard. *Their
voice* goes out through all the earth, and their words to the
end of the world. =

A

w Hebrew the expanse; compare Genesis 1:6-8
X Or Their measuring line

Ps 97:4-6 Hislightnings light up the world; the earth sees and
trembles. 5The mountains melt like wax before the LORD,
before the Lord of all the earth. ¢The heavens proclaim his
righteousness, and all the peoples see his glory. E
This may well be simply speaking of dramatic physical
occurrences in nature pointing to God's reign, illustrating
that with the expression of his power in nature, God's glory
is apparent to “all the peoples” (v. 6).

Isa 6:3 And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy
is the LoRD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!"y E

Y Or may his glory fill the whole earth

God’s glory will be explicitly revealed throughout
the earth, to all nations

See also:
= /srael’s renewal will bring God glory, p. 1017

The following references either refer to or have an
application to the end of the age when God will impose his
authority over all the earth, unequivocally revealing his glory
in his deeds and displaying to all nations the glory of his
presence.

Num 14:21 But truly, as I live, and as all the earth shall be
filled with the glory of the LORD, ... 2

Ps 57:11 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! Letyour glory
be over all the earth! 2

The prayer here and the similar one in 72:19 below are in a
sense anticipatory of what would or will happen in the future,
expressing the desire that God's glory be revealed
throughout all the earth.

Ps 72:19 Blessed be his glorious name forever; may the
whole earth be filled with his glory! Amen and Amen! E

Ps 102:15-16 Nations will fear the name of the LORD, and all
the kings of the earth will fear your glory. 1°For the LORD builds
up Zion; he appears in his glory; ...

(i

A future time appears to be in view (cf. Isa 24:23 1), as
reflected in other translations.

Isa 35:1-2 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the
desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; Z2it shall
blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing. The
glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel
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and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty
of our God.
In v. 2b, “they” quite possibly refers to the nations. In the

future renewal of Israel, “they” would and/or will see the glory
of Israel's God.

Isa 40:5 And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all
flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has
spoken. E
This initially refers to God's deliverance of the Jews from
captivity in Babylon. It is also understood to apply to his
redemption that would come through Jesus Christ, in his first
advent. It likewise is readily applicable to the consummation
of this redemption at the end of the age.

Isa 66:18 For I know?their works and their thoughts, and the
time is coming? to gather all nations and tongues. And they
shall come and shall see my glory, ... 2

z Septuagint, Syriac; Hebrew lacks know
a Hebrew and it is coming

Ezek 39:21 And I will set my glory among the nations, and all
the nations shall see my judgment that I have executed, and
my hand that I have laid on them. &

Hab 2:14 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the

glory of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.
The revelation of God's glory in the destruction of Babylon
(cf. vv. 12-13) may initially be in view, but the verse probably
also has a final fulfillment at the end of the age. As such,
some commentators assert that this is speaking primarily of
the glory of God's presence being manifested throughout
the earth.

% God's glory will be evident when he reigns in Jerusalem:

Isa 24:23 Then the moon will be confounded and the sun
ashamed, for the LORD of hosts reigns on Mount Zion and in
Jerusalem, and his glory will be before his elders. £

Pray for persecuted Christians

c) God’s Personhood

God is not a “thing” but a personal being that one can
interrelate with. God thinks, has a will, has feelings and has
character. Furthermore, God is active, communicates and
interacts with people.

Subsections

= God has a mind — knowing and comprehending things
= God has a will

= God has feelings and character . . .

= ... God feels emotional pain

= God is active

= God communicates . . .

= ... and people can communicate with God

= God interacts with people, responding to their requests and
needs

God has a mind - knowing and comprehending
things

See also:

» d) God's Knowledge and Wisdom, p. 40

1Sam 2:3 Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance
come from your mouth; for the LORD is a God of knowledge,
and by him actions are weighed.

God knows and examines things (cf. Jer 20:12 1).

1Chr 28:9a “And you, Solomon my son, know the God of your
father and serve him with a whole heart and with a willing
mind, for the LORD searches all hearts and understands every
plan and thought. E

Job 28:23 God understands the way to it [wisdom], and he
knows its place. £

The suggestion is that God alone knows the way to wisdom
(cf. AMP, CEV, GNT, NCV, NIRV, NIV).

Job 38:18 Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth?
Declare, if you know all this.

Here God is speaking to Job. The implication is that, unlike
Job, God does know and comprehend the extent of the earth.
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Ps 139:1-3 O LORD, you have searched me and known me! 2You
know when [ sit down and when [ rise up; you discern my
thoughts from afar. 3You search out my path and my lying
down and are acquainted with all my ways. £

Jer 20:12 O LoRD of hosts, who tests the righteous, who sees
the heart and the mind» let me see your vengeance upon
them, for to you have I committed my cause. E

b Hebrew kidneys

Jer 29:23 ... because they have done an outrageous thing in
Israel, they have committed adultery with their neighbors’
wives, and they have spoken in my name lying words that I
did not command them. I am the one who knows, and I am
witness, declares the LORD. E

God has a will

1Cor 1:1 Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of
Christ Jesus, and our brother Sosthenes, ... £

Eph 1:9, 11 ... making known¢ to us the mystery of his will,
according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ E ...11In
him we have obtained an inheritance, having been
predestined according to the purpose of him who works all
things according to the counsel of his will, ... £

¢ Or he lavished upon us in all wisdom and insight, making
known. ..

Col 1:9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased
to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the
knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and
understanding, ... 2

James 1:18 Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of
truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

Isa 14:26-27a This is the purpose that is purposed concerning
the whole earth, and this is the hand that is stretched out
over all the nations. 2’For the LORD of hosts has purposed, and
who will annul it?

Isa 55:11 ...so shall my word be that goes out from my
mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall
accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the
thing for which I sent it.

Eph 3:10-11 ...so that through the church the manifold
wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and
authorities in the heavenly places. 'This was according to
the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our
Lord, ... B

Acts 1:24 And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know
the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have
chosen ... E

Here the disciples ask God to reveal his choice, and thus his
will.

God has feelings and character. ..

See also:

» 2. God'’s Character, p. 53

Ex 20:5-6 You shall not bow down to them or serve them,
for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity
of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth
generation of those who hate me, ¢but showing steadfast love
to thousands? of those who love me and keep my
commandments. £

4 Or to the thousandth generation

Regarding God's jealousy, see the introductory comment on
d) Jealousy, p. 85.

Judg 2:18 Whenever the LoRD raised up judges for them, the
LoRrD was with the judge, and he saved them from the hand
of their enemies all the days of the judge. For the LorRD was
moved to pity by their groaning because of those who
afflicted and oppressed them. 2

2Chr 36:15 The LorD, the God of their fathers, sent
persistently to them by his messengers, because he had
compassion on his people and on his dwelling place. E

Ps 5:5-6 The boastful shall not stand before your eyes; you
hate all evildoers. You destroy those who speak lies; the
LorD abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man.

Isa 5:25 Therefore the anger of the LORD was kindled against
his people, and he stretched out his hand against them and
struck them, and the mountains quaked; and their corpses
were as refuse in the midst of the streets. For all this his
anger has not turned away, and his hand is stretched out still.

Isa 62:4-5 You shall no more be termed Forsaken,® and your
land shall no more be termed Desolate,f but you shall be
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called My Delight Is in Her,® and your land Married;" for the
LoRD delights in you, and your land shall be married. >For as
a young man marries a young woman, so shall your sons
marry you, and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so
shall your God rejoice over you.

¢ Hebrew Azubah

f Hebrew Shemamah

8 Hebrew Hephzibah
h Hebrew Beulah

Jer 31:3b, 20 I have loved you with an everlasting love;
therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. g ... ?°ls
Ephraim my dear son? Is he my darling child? For as often as
[ speak against him, I do remember him still. Therefore my
hearti yearns for him; I will surely have mercy on him, declares
the LORD. E

i Hebrew bowels

James 5:11b You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and
you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is
compassionate and merciful. £

... God feels emotional pain

See also:

» God can be grieved by sin, p. 366

Judg 10:16 So they put away the foreign gods from among
them and served the LORD, and he became impatient over the
misery of Israel. 2
This appears to suggest that God was “troubled over Israel’s
distress” (GNT).

2Sam 24:16a And when the angel stretched out his hand
toward Jerusalem to destroy it, the LORD relented from the
calamity and said to the angel who was working destruction
among the people, “It is enough; now stay your hand.” £

This may suggest that God “was grieved” (Jer 42:10 NIV®)
because of the calamity.

Isa 63:9 In all their affliction he was afflicted,) and the angel
of his presence saved them; in his love and in his pity he
redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the
days of old. 5

I Or he did not afflict

Hos 11:8 How can I give you up, O Ephraim? How can I hand
you over, O Israel? How can I make you like Admah? How can
I treat you like Zeboiim? My heart recoils within me; my
compassion grows warm and tender.

Here God aches over Israel’s looming punishment.

God is active

See also:

= |sa46:10 &

Ps 22:28 For kingship belongs to the LorD, and he rules over
the nations. g

Ps 75:7 ...butitis God who executes judgment, putting down
one and lifting up another. E

Ps 115:3 Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases.

Isa 43:13b I work, and who can turn it back? £

Dan 2:21 He changes times and seasons; he removes kings and
sets up kings; he gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to
those who have understanding; ... E

John 5:17 But Jesus answered them, “My Father is working
until now, and I am working.” g

Acts 14:17 Yet he did not leave himself without witness, for
he did good by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful
seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.

Rom 8:30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and
those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he
justified he also glorified. 2

Eph 3:20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly
than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work
within us, ... E

Phil 1:6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work

in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. £
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God communicates. ..

See also:

= Num 7:89 ¥

Gen 35:11, 14a And God said to him, “l am God Almighty:* be
fruitful and multiply. A nation and a company of nations shall
come from you, and kings shall come from your own body.! g
... ¥And Jacob set up a pillar in the place where he had spoken
with him, a pillar of stone. £

k Hebrew EI Shaddai

I Hebrew from your loins

Ex 33:11a Thus the LORD used to speak to Moses face to face,
as a man speaks to his friend. E

Ex 29:42 Itshall be aregular burnt offering throughout your
generations at the entrance of the tent of meeting before the
LoRD, where I will meet with you, to speak to you there. g

Isa 46:9b-10 I am God, and there is none like me, %declaring
the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not
yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish
all my purpose,’ ... E

Jer 36:2 Take a scroll and write on it all the words that I have
spoken to you against Israel and Judah and all the nations,
from the day I spoke to you, from the days of Josiah until
today. E

Obad 1:1 The vision of Obadiah. Thus says the Lord Gob
concerning Edom: We have heard a report from the LORD, and
a messenger has been sent among the nations: “Rise up! Let
us rise against her for battle!” E

Zec 712 They made their hearts diamond-hard lest they
should hear the law and the words that the LORD of hosts had
sent by his Spirit through the former prophets. Therefore
great anger came from the LORD of hosts. £

Eph 1:9 .. making known™ to us the mystery of his will,
according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ ... &

mOr he lavished upon us in all wisdom and insight, making
known. ..

Phil 3:15 Let those of us who are mature think this way, and
if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal that also
to you.

Heb 1:1-2 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God
spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he
has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of
all things, through whom also he created the world.

Job 33:14 For God speaks in one way, and in two, though man
does not perceive it. §

Note that this points out that people do not necessarily
perceive that God has spoken.

. .. and people can communicate with God

See also:

= Ex33:11a &t

Num 7:89 And when Moses went into the tent of meeting to
speak with the LORD, he heard the voice speaking to him from
above the mercy seat that was on the ark of the testimony,
from between the two cherubim; and it spoke to him. E

Ezra 8:21 Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the river Ahava,
that we might humble ourselves before our God, to seek from
him a safe journey for ourselves, our children, and all our
goods. £

Ps 5:3 O LoRrp, in the morning you hear my voice; in the
morning [ prepare a sacrifice for you® and watch.

" Or [ direct my prayer to you

Ps 66:3 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! So great
is your power that your enemies come cringing to you. E

Dan 6:10-11 When Daniel knew that the document had been
signed, he went to his house where he had windows in his
upper chamber open toward Jerusalem. He got down on his
knees three times a day and prayed and gave thanks before
his God, as he had done previously. 1'Then these men came
by agreement and found Daniel making petition and plea
before his God. E

Dan 9:3 Then I turned my face to the Lord God, seeking him
by prayer and pleas for mercy with fasting and sackcloth and
ashes. B

Heb 5:7 Inthe days of his flesh, Jesus® offered up prayers and
supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able
to save him from death, and he was heard because of his
reverence. 2

° Greek he
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God interacts with people, responding to their
requests and needs

See also:

= Ps 53 @

Ex 3:7-8 Then the LorD said, “I have surely seen the affliction
of my people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry
because of their taskmasters. 1 know their sufferings, 8and I
have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the
Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and
broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place
of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites,
the Hivites, and the Jebusites. E

1Chr 5:20 And when they prevailed over them, the Hagrites
and all who were with them were given into their hands, for
they cried out to God in the battle, and he granted their urgent
plea because they trusted in him. 2

Ps 91:15 When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with
him in trouble; I will rescue him and honor him. E

Here God speaks of his care for one who loves him (cf. v. 14)
and calls to him for help.

Zec 13:9b They will call upon my name, and I will answer
them. 1 will say, ‘They are my people’; and they will say, ‘The
LorD is my God.” E

Isa 58:9a Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you
shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here  am.” £

Rom 10:12-13 For there is no distinction between Jew and
Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches
on all who call on him. 3For “everyone who calls on the name
of the Lord will be saved.” E

2Cor 1:3-4 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, ‘who
comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to
comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with
which we ourselves are comforted by God. £

Phil 419 And my God will supply every need of yours

according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. £

James 4:8, 10 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.
Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you
double-minded. ... %'Humble yourselves before the Lord,
and he will exalt you.

Pray for persecuted Christians

d) God'’s Eternity

Subsections

= God is alive

* God has always been alive, the first of all things . . .
= ... God existed before the world began

= God will live forever

= God transcends time

= God is self-existing

= God does not change

God is alive

Num 14:28 Say to them, ‘As ! live, declares the LORD, what you
have said in my hearing I will do to you: ... E

1Ki 1:29 And the king swore, saying, “As the LORD lives, who
has redeemed my soul out of every adversity, ... £

2Sam 22:47 The LORD lives, and blessed be my rock, and
exalted be my God, the rock of my salvation, ... £

Josh 3:10a And Joshua said, “Here is how you shall know that
the living God is among you ... £

Matt 16:16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son
of the living God.” 2

John 6:57 As the living Father sent me, and I live because of
the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live because
of me. E

God has always been alive, the first of all things . . .

See also:
= Ps90:2 &
Ps 93:2 Your throne is established from of old; you are from

everlasting. 2
God has "always existed” (NIrV®).
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Hab 1:12a Are you not from everlasting, O LORD my God, my
Holy One? £

Job 36:26 Behold, God is great, and we know him not; the
number of his years is unsearchable. E

Isa 44:6 Thus says the Lorp, the King of Israel and his
Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: “I am the first and I am the last;
besides me there is no god. E

Rev 21:6a And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and
the Omega, the beginning and the end. g

Alpha and Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek
alphabet. They are used here to emphasize that God is the
beginning and end of everything — nothing exists or occurs
outside or apart from him (cf. Isa 41:4 1).

Isa 41:4 Who has performed and done this, calling the
generations from the beginning? I, the LORD, the first, and with
the last; I am he. E

... God existed before the world began

Ps 90:2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you
had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to
everlasting you are God. 2

Gen 1:1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the
earth.

Prov 8:23 Ages ago I was set up, at the first, before the
beginning of the earth.
The speaker here is Wisdom, set up by God before the world

began. Thus the verse implies or indicates that God existed
before the world began.

John 17:5, 24 And now, Father, glorify me in your own
presence with the glory that [ had with you before the world
existed. £ ...2*Father, | desire that they also, whom you have
given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that
you have given me because you loved me before the
foundation of the world.

Eph 1:4a ...even as he chose us in him before the foundation
of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before
him.

God chose believers “in” Jesus Christ before the world began.

1Pet 1:20 He was foreknown before the foundation of the
world but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of
you ... E

That Jesus Christ was foreknown by God before the

foundation of the world, indicates that God existed and was
active before the world began.

God will live forever

See also:

= Ps 90:2 1
» God will reign forever, p. 253
= God's eternity [reasons for which to exalt God], p. 1268

Rev 4:9-10a And whenever the living creatures give glory
and honor and thanks to him who is seated on the throne, who
lives forever and ever, 1%the twenty-four elders fall down
before him who is seated on the throne and worship him who
lives forever and ever. E

Gen 21:33 Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba
and called there on the name of the LORD, the Everlasting God.

Deut 32:40 For I lift up my hand to heaven and swear, As [
live forever, ... &

Deut 33:27a The eternal God is your dwelling place,’ and
underneath are the everlasting arms.4
P Or a dwelling place

4 Revocalization of verse 27 yields He subdues the ancient
gods, and shatters the forces of old

Here "arms” is used figuratively to portray God's support — as
similarly is “rock” in Isaiah 26:4 immediately below. The term
"everlasting arms” reflects the fact that God and his traits are
everlasting.

Isa 26:4 Trust in the LORD forever, for the LORD GOD is an
everlasting rock. E

Ps 41:13  Blessed be the LorD, the God of Israel, from
everlasting to everlasting! Amen and Amen. E

Isa 40:28 Have you not known? Have you not heard? The
LoRD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the
earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is
unsearchable. E

Ps 102:24-27 “O my God,” I say, “take me not away in the
midst of my days— you whose years endure throughout all
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generations!” 250f old you laid the foundation of the earth,
and the heavens are the work of your hands. 26They will
perish, but you will remain; they will all wear out like a
garment. You will change them like a robe, and they will pass
away, ?’but you are the same, and your years have no end. 2

Dan 4:34 Atthe end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my
eyes to heaven, and my reason returned to me, and I blessed
the Most High, and praised and honored him who lives
forever, for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his
kingdom endures from generation to generation; ... E

Dan 6:26 1 make a decree, that in all my royal dominion
people are to tremble and fear before the God of Daniel, for
he is the living God, enduring forever; his kingdom shall never
be destroyed, and his dominion shall be to the end. E

1Tim 1:17 To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only
God, be honor and glory forever and ever.r Amen. £

r Greek to the ages of ages

Rev 15:7 And one of the four living creatures gave to the
seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God who
lives forever and ever, ... B

Isa 44:6 Thus says the LorD, the King of Israel and his
Redeemer, the LoORD of hosts: “I am the first and I am the last;
besides me there is no god.

God is “the last” in that no one will outlast God. Nothing will
exist beyond him, for he exists forever.

Rev 1:8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God,

“who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.” 2
This emphasizes God's eternity. He is the beginning and end
(cf. Rev 21:6a {); the one who perpetually exists, who always

has been and who always will be — existing as the all-powerful
God.

Rev 21:6a And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and
the Omega, the beginning and the end. 2

God transcends time

1Cor 2:7 But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God,
which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 2

God was active before time began. As well as operating in
the world, in the realm of time, God operates outside of time.

2Pet 3:8 Butdo not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with

the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years

asone day. E
God dwells outside of the limitations of time, not bound by
its finite perspective. From his eternal perspective, diverse
periods such as a day and a thousand years are both small,
even insignificant (cf. Ps 90:4 ). To God the distinction
between them is merely relative. Note that with the use of
"Lord", Peter may be referring primarily to Jesus Christ.

Ps 90:4 For a thousand years in your sight are but as
yesterday when it is past, or as a watch in the night. E

God is self-existing

John 5:26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has
granted the Son also to have life in himself. §

Ex 3:14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said, “Say
this to the people of Israel, ‘/ AM has sent me to you.” E

S Or I AM WHAT I AM, or I WILL BE WHAT I WILL BE

God's name - “I AM WHO | AM” and its shortened form "I AM"
— implies that God is self-existent and self-sufficient. This is
perhaps more clearly implied by the alternative rendering in
the text note.

Acts 17:25 ... nor is he served by human hands, as though he
needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and
breath and everything. g

God is never in need. He is not dependent on anyone for
anything, for after all he is the one who gives everything to
all people.

God does not change

See also:

= God’s righteousness and justice are great — and everlasting,
p. 60

= God'’s faithfulness lasts forever, p. 65

= God does not lie nor change his mind — he keeps his
promises, p. 65

= God’s love is steadfast, p. 75
= God'’s love lasts forever, p. 76

= God does not change his purposes and plans . . ., p. 268

Ps 102:27 ...but you are the same, and your years have no
end. £

God stays the same.
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Mal 3:6 For [ the LorRD do not change; therefore you, O
children of Jacob, are not consumed. £

James 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from
above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom
there is no variation or shadow due to change.t 2

t Some manuscripts variation due to a shadow of turning

Hab 3:6 He stood and measured the earth; he looked and
shook the nations; then the eternal mountains were
scattered; the everlasting hills sank low. His were the
everlasting ways.

God does not change his ways. They are the same now as
they were throughout the past and will be throughout
eternity.

Isa 40:28 Have you not known? Have you not heard? The
LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the
earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is
unsearchable. E

God does not ever get tired out; his strength and alertness
do not vary.

Pray for persecuted Christians
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28 1. God's Being

ll. God’s Pre-Eminence

See also:
= g) Holiness [God's], p. 54
= Note: God'’s word surpasses everything of this world, p. 309

A failure of many of us in the church today is that we have an
inadequate view of God, failing to fully appreciate his pre-
eminence. All Christians need to understand and be mindful
of God's surpassing greatness and incomparable capabilities
— notably his power, knowledge and wisdom.

a) God’s Greatness

See also:

» God'’s great power is shown in his deeds, p. 36
= God'’s “"name” is great, p. 49

= God'’s greatness [reasons for which to exalt God], p. 1269

Subsections

= God is great and awesome

= God is greater than all others

= God is exalted above all others

= There is no one like God . . .

= ... Things God does which show that there is no one like
him

= God is in fact beyond our comprehension

God is great and awesome

See also:

= Ps 89:6b-7 &

» God performs great and awesome deeds, p. 37

2Sam 7:22 Therefore you are great, O LORD God. For there is

none like you, and there is no God besides you, according to
all that we have heard with our ears. £

Ps 135:5 For I know that the LORD is great, and that our Lord
is above all gods. 2

G- H-OT - NT

Ps 104:1a Bless the LorD, O my soul! O LorRD my God, you are
very great! g

Deut 10:17 For the LorRD your God is God of gods and Lord of
lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who is not
partial and takes no bribe. E

Neh 4:14 And Ilooked and arose and said to the nobles and
to the officials and to the rest of the people, “Do not be afraid
of them. Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and
fight for your brothers, your sons, your daughters, your
wives, and your homes.”

Neh 9:32a “Now, therefore, our God, the great, the mighty,
and the awesome God, who keeps covenant and steadfast
love, ... E

Ps 47:2 For the LorD, the Most High, is to be feared, a great
king over all the earth. E

Ps 99:3 Let them praise your great and awesome name! Holy
ishe!l E

Ex 15:11 Who is like you, O LORD, among the gods? Who is like
you, majestic in holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing
wonders? 2

Job 37:22 Out of the north comes golden splendor; God is
clothed with awesome majesty. g

Ps 68:35 Awesome is God from his? sanctuary; the God of
Israel—he is the one who gives power and strength to his
people. Blessed be God! E

a Septuagint; Hebrew your

% God's glory is great:
Ps 138:5 ...and they shall sing of the ways of the LoRrb, for
great is the glory of the LORD. E

God is greater than all others

John 10:29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater
than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s
hand. E

b Some manuscripts What my Father has given to me

Heb 6:13 For when God made a promise to Abraham, since
he had no one greater by whom to swear, he swore by
himself, ... 2
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Job 33:12 Behold, in this you are not right. I will answer you,
for God is greater than man.

Ps 77:13 Your way, O God, is holy. What god is great like our
God?

Ps 95:3 For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above
all gods. g

Ex 18:11 Now [ know that the LORD is greater than all gods,
because in this affair they dealt arrogantly with the people.”

¢ Hebrew with them

1Jn 4:4 Little children, you are from God and have overcome
them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the
world. E
Note that the "he who is in you” could be referring in
particular to the Holy Spirit, or possibly Jesus Christ. The "he
who is in the world” refers to Satan.

Ps 89:6b-7 Who among the heavenly beings? is like the LORD,
7a God greatly to be feared in the council of the holy ones,
and awesome above all who are around him? 2

d Hebrew the sons of God, or the sons of might

Ps150:2 Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him
according to his excellent greatness! 2

God has “surpassing greatness” (NIV®, NRSV).

God is exalted above all others

See also:
= |sa 40:17 &

God is exalted above all others in greatness and authority. He
is also exalted above all others in the sense that he exists
beyond the universe, “high above” all things.

1Chr 29:11 Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and
the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all thatis in the
heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O

LORD, and you are exalted as head above all. E

Ps 97:9 For you, O LORD, are most high over all the earth; you
are exalted far above all gods. £

Ps 113:4 The LORD is high above all nations, and his glory
above the heavens! 2

Ps 148:13 Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name
alone is exalted; his majesty is above earth and heaven.

Mark 5:7a And crying out with a loud voice, he said, “What
have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?
The title “the Most High God" (cf. Gen 14:18-20 1) refers to

God'’s exalted position over all. But perhaps more specifically
his superiority over all other “gods” is the primarily reference.

Gen 14:18-20a And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out
bread and wine. (He was priest of God Most High.) 1°And he
blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram by God Most High,
Possessore of heaven and earth; 2%and blessed be God Most
High, who has delivered your enemies into your hand!” E

e Or Creator; also verse 22

% God is “on high” forever:

Ps 92:8 ...butyou, O LoRD, are on high forever. 2

There is no one like God . . .

See also:

= ... He is the one and only God, p. 248

2Sam 7:22 Therefore you are great, O LORD God. For there is
none like you, and there is no God besides you, according to all
that we have heard with our ears.

Jer 10:6-7 There is none like you, O LORD; you are great, and
your name is great in might.”"Who would not fear you, O King
of the nations? For this is your due; for among all the wise
ones of the nations and in all their kingdoms there is none like
you. g

Ex 15:11 Who is like you, O LORD, among the gods? Who is like
you, majestic in holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing
wonders? E

Deut 32:31 For their rock is not as our Rock; our enemies are
by themselves. E
The gods of Israel's enemies were not like God. Note that

“Rock” (cf. 1Sam 2:2 ; 2Sam 2:32 1) poetically portrays God
as an incredibly strong, mountain-like refuge and support.

1Sam 2:2 There is none holy like the LORD; there is none
besides you; there is no rock like our God. §

2Sam 22:32 For who is God, but the LorRD? And who is a rock,

except our God? E

G - H - OT - NT - Subj


https://www.esv.org/Job+33:12
https://www.esv.org/Ps+77:13
https://www.esv.org/Ps+95:3
https://www.esv.org/Ex+18:11
https://www.esv.org/1Jn+4:4
https://www.esv.org/Ps+89:6
https://www.esv.org/Ps+150:2
https://www.esv.org/1Chr+29:11
https://www.esv.org/Ps+97:9
https://www.esv.org/Ps+113:4
https://www.esv.org/Ps+148:13
https://www.esv.org/Mark+5:7
https://www.esv.org/Gen+14:18
https://www.esv.org/Ps+92:8
https://www.esv.org/2Sam+7:22
https://www.esv.org/Jer+10:6
https://www.esv.org/Ex+15:11
https://www.esv.org/Deut+32:31
https://www.esv.org/1Sam+2:2
https://www.esv.org/2Sam+22:32

30 1. God's Being

2Chr 6:14 ... and said, “O Lorbp, God of Israel, there is no God
like you, in heaven or on earth, keeping covenant and
showing steadfast love to your servants who walk before
you with all their heart, ...

Job 36:22-23 Behold, God is exalted in his power; who is a

teacher like him? 22Who has prescribed for him his way, or

who can say, ‘You have done wrong’? E
In addition to there being no one who is a teacher like him
(v. 22), unlike all others God has never been subject to
direction or correction (v. 23). Similarly Isaiah 40:13-14 below
indicates that God has never had anyone instruct or teach
him; he has never needed it nor would anyone be capable of
doing it.

Ps 71:19  Your righteousness, O God, reaches the high
heavens. You who have done great things, O God, who is like
you? g

Ps 89:6-8 For who in the skies can be compared to the LORD?
Who among the heavenly beings® is like the LORD, 7a God
greatly to be feared in the council of the holy ones, and
awesome above all who are around him? 80 LORD God of hosts,
who is mighty as you are, O LORD, with your faithfulness all
around you? g

f Hebrew the sons of God, or the sons of might

Isa 40:13-18 Who has measuredg the Spirit of the LORD, or
what man shows him his counsel? **Whom did he consult, and
who made him understand? Who taught him the path of
Jjustice, and taught him knowledge, and showed him the way
of understanding? '>Behold, the nations are like a drop from a
bucket, and are accounted as the dust on the scales; behold, he
takes up the coastlands like fine dust. ®Lebanon would not
suffice for fuel, nor are its beasts enough for a burnt offering.
17All the nations are as nothing before him, they are accounted
by him as less than nothing and emptiness. 8To whom then
will you liken God, or what likeness compare with him? £

8 Or has directed

Note that “takes up” (v. 15) has the sense “picks up” (NLT).

Isa 46:5 To whom will you liken me and make me equal, and
compare me, that we may be alike?

Jer 49:19b For who is like me? Who will summon me? What
shepherd can stand before me?

. . . Things God does which show that there is no one
like him

See also:

» Ex 1511 ©
= God'’s deeds show that he is the only God . . ., p. 248

Deut 33:26 There is none like God, O Jeshurun, who rides
through the heavens to your help, through the skies in his
majesty. E
One aspect of God's unique greatness is that he “rides
through the heavens” to help his people. This imagery
implies that God does so swiftly and cannot be impeded.

Ps 35:10 All my bones shall say, “O Lorp, who is like you,
delivering the poor from him who is too strong for him, the
poor and needy from him who robs him?” g

Ps 40:5 You have multiplied, O LORD my God, your wondrous
deeds and your thoughts toward us; none can compare with
you! 1 will proclaim and tell of them, yet they are more than
can be told. E
The phrase “your thoughts toward us” appears to refer to —
or at least be inclusive of — God's plans for his people (cf. CEV,
GNT, NCV, NIV, NLT). The multitude of his wondrous deeds
and plans for his people show that there is no one
comparable to him.

Ps 113:5-6 Who is like the LORD our God, who is seated on high,
éwho looks far down on the heavens and the earth? £

Isa 40:12, 22-26 Who has measured the waters in the hollow
of his hand and marked off the heavens with a span, enclosed
the dust of the earth in a measure and weighed the mountains
in scales and the hills in a balance? E ... ?2It is he who sits
above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like
grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain,
and spreads them like a tent to dwell in; 23who brings princes
to nothing, and makes the rulers of the earth as emptiness.
24Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their
stem taken root in the earth, when he blows on them, and
they wither, and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 2>To
whom then will you compare me, that I should be like him?
says the Holy One. ?6Lift up your eyes on high and see: who
created these? He who brings out their host by number, calling
them all by name, by the greatness of his might, and because
he is strong in power not one is missing. E
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Isa 44:7 Who is like me? Let him proclaim it Let him declare
and set it before me, since | appointed an ancient people. Let
them declare what is to come, and what will happen. E

h Or Who like me can proclaim it?

As well as implying that no one can “tell and explain” (NCV™)

all that has happened — and all that will come — this may also

be alluding to the fact that no one else could bring all these
things about (cf. GNT; Isa 46:9-10 1).

Isa 46:9-10 ... remember the former things of old; for I am
God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me,
Wdeclaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times
things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will
accomplish all my purpose,’ ... E
Verse 9 points to what God has done “throughout history”
(NLT) as evidence that he is God and there is no other.

Dan 3:29 Therefore I make a decree: Any people, nation, or
language that speaks anything against the God of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego shall be torn limb from limb, and
their houses laid in ruins, for there is no other god who is able
to rescue in this way. 2

Mic 7:18a Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and
passing over transgression for the remnant of his inheritance?

% The Egyptian plagues demonstrated that there is no one
like God in all the earth:

Ex 9:14 For this time [ will send all my plagues on you
yourselfi and on your servants and your people, so that you

may know that there is none like me in all the earth. E

i Hebrew on your heart

God is in fact beyond our comprehension

See also:

» God'’s deeds are largely incomprehensible, p. 37
» God'’s knowledge and wisdom is far superior to that of
people — beyond our comprehension . . ., p. 44

Job 36:26 Behold, God is great, and we know him not; the
number of his years is unsearchable. g

Ps 145:3 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, and his
greatness is unsearchable. E

Job 9:10-11 ... who does great things beyond searching out,
and marvelous things beyond number. 1Behold, he passes by
me, and I see him not; he moves on, but I do not perceive him.

God's deeds cannot be understood or counted (v. 10), nor
can his movements or presence be perceived (v. 11).

Job 11:7-9 Can you find out the deep things of God? Can you
find out the limit of the Almighty? 81t is higher than heaveni—
what can you do? Deeper than Sheol—what can you know?
Its measure is longer than the earth and broader than the sea.

I Hebrew The heights of heaven

Ps 106:2 Who can utter the mighty deeds of the LORD, or
declare all his praise? 2
No one can adequately either tell of God's acts or praise him.

This illustrates that God and what he does are beyond
comprehension.

Isa 40:28 Have you not known? Have you not heard? The
LoRD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the
earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is

unsearchable. E

Rom 11:33-34  Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and
how inscrutable his ways! 3*“For who has known the mind of
the Lord, or who has been his counselor?” g
Particularly in the light of v. 33, v. 34 implies that not only do
we not know God'’s mind and thoughts, but they are — for the
most part at least - beyond our knowledge and
understanding.

% The angel of the LorD’s name was incomprehensible:

Judg 13:18 And the angel of the LORD said to him, “Why do you
ask my name, seeing it is wonderful?” £
The speaker here is “the angel of the LORD", who is identified
with God in v. 22 and also possibly in v. 19. As in ancient
times one’s name was correlated with one’s person, this verse
arguably implies that God was “too wonderful” (NRSV) to
comprehend.

Pray for persecuted Christians
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b) God’s Power (I): Ultimate Power

See also:

= God made all things with his power, p. 214
= Creation attests to God's power, p. 220

= 7. God'’s Sovereignty, p. 245

= a) God'’s Capacity to Save His People, p. 902

Subsections

= God is mighty in power . ..

= ... God is Almighty

= God can do all things — nothing is too hard

» God does whatever pleases him

= God's power is far superior to that of anyone else . . .
= ... No being can do what God can do

= Power in fact belongs to God

God is mighty in power. ..

Josh 22:22a “The Mighty One, God, the LORD! The Mighty One,
God, the LoRD!

Job 9:19a Ifit is a contest of strength, behold, he is mighty! E

Ps 24:8 Who is this King of glory? The LORD, strong and
mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle!

Ps 89:8 O LoRrD God of hosts, who is mighty as you are, O LORD,
with your faithfulness all around you? £

Ps 93:4 Mightier than the thunders of many waters, mightier
than the waves of the sea, the LORD on high is mighty! 2

Ps 106:8 Yet he saved them for his name’s sake, that he might
make known his mighty power.

Isa 1:24 Therefore the Lord declares, the LORD of hosts, the
Mighty One of Israel: “Ah, 1 will get relief from my enemies
and avenge myself on my foes.

Jer 32:18 You show steadfast love to thousands, but you
repay the guilt of fathers to their children after them, O great
and mighty God, whose name is the LORD of hosts, ... E

Eph 1:19-21 ... and what is the immeasurable greatness of his
power toward us who believe, according to the working of his

A

great might 20that he worked in Christ when he raised him
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly
places, ?'far above all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in
this age but also in the one to come. E

Eph 3:20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly
than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work
within us, ... 2
God's power is so mighty that he is able to do “much more
than anything we can ask or imagine” (NCV™).

Col 1:11 May you be strengthened with all power, according
to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with
joy, ... B

In this context the phrase “all power” points to God as being

all-powerful and having ultimate power, in accordance with
“his glorious might".]

Rev 18:8 For this reason her plagues will come in a single
day, death and mourning and famine, and she will be burned
up with fire; for mighty is the Lord God who has judged her.

Ps 147:5 Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; his
understanding is beyond measure. E

. God is Almighty

The words translated as "Almighty” convey God's all-
surpassing, infinite power (or omnipotence) and his
sovereignty.

Gen 17:1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD
appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am God Almighty;*
walk before me, and be blameless, ...

k Hebrew EI Shaddai

Gen 28:3 God Almighty! bless you and make you fruitful and
multiply you, that you may become a company of peoples. E

! Hebrew EI Shaddai

Gen 49:25 ... by the God of your father who will help you, by
the Almighty™ who will bless you with blessings of heaven
above, blessings of the deep that crouches beneath, blessings
of the breasts and of the womb. E

mHebrew Shaddai

Job 21:20 Let their own eyes see their destruction, and let
them drink of the wrath of the AImighty.
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Job 37:23 The Almighty—we cannot find him; he is great in
power; justice and abundant righteousness he will not
violate.

2Cor 6:18 ...and I will be a father to you, and you shall be
sons and daughters to me, says the Lord Almighty. 2

Rev 11:17  ...saying, “We give thanks to you, Lord God
Almighty, who is and who was, for you have taken your great
power and begun to reign.

Note that the reference appears to be to God imposing his
rule on all, with the manifestation of his kingdom (cf. v. 15).

Rev 15:3b “Great and amazing are your deeds, O Lord God the
Almighty! Just and true are your ways, O King of the nations!»

" Some manuscripts the ages

% God's power is eternal:

Rom 1:20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal
power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever
since the creation of the world, in the things that have been
made. So they are without excuse. E

God can do all things - nothing is too hard

Job 42:2 1 know that you can do all things, and that no
purpose of yours can be thwarted. E

Mark 10:27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is
impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with
God.”

Mark 14:36 And he said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible
for you. Remove this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but
what you will.” &

Gen 18:13-14 The LoRD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah
laugh and say, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, now that I am old?’
14]s anything too hard® for the LORD? At the appointed time I
will return to you, about this time next year, and Sarah shall
have ason.” E

° Or wonderful

The fulfillment of this promise is recounted in 21:1-2.

Jer 32:17, 27 Ah, Lord Gop! It is you who have made the
heavens and the earth by your great power and by your
outstretched arm! Nothing is too hard foryou. 2 ...27“Behold,
I am the LoRD, the God of all flesh. Is anything too hard for
me? 2

A

Luke 1:36-37 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old
age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with
her who was called barren. 37For nothing will be impossible
with God. 2

Num 11:21-23, 31 But Moses said, “The people among whom
I am number six hundred thousand on foot, and you have said,
‘1 will give them meat, that they may eat a whole month!’
22Shall flocks and herds be slaughtered for them, and be
enough for them? Or shall all the fish of the sea be gathered
together for them, and be enough for them?” 23And the LORD
said to Moses, “Is the LORD’s hand shortened? Now you shall
see whether my word will come true for you or not.” g ...
31Then a wind from the LORD sprang up, and it brought quail
from the sea and let them fall beside the camp, about a day’s
journey on this side and a day’s journey on the other side,
around the camp, and about two cubitsP above the ground. g

P A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

“Is the LORD'S hand shortened?” (v. 23) is a rhetorical question
asking if the LORD'S power is limited (cf. GNT, NASB, NLT,
NRSV).

Zec 8:4-6 Thus says the LorD of hosts: Old men and old
women shall again sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each with
staff in hand because of great age. >And the streets of the city
shall be full of boys and girls playing in its streets. °Thus says
the LORD of hosts: If it is marvelous in the sight of the remnant
of this people in those days, should it also be marvelous in my
sight, declares the LORD of hosts? £

God’s wonderful renewal of Jerusalem (vv. 4-5) may have

seemed "“impossible” (CEV, GNT, NLT) and so “too difficult”
(NCV™) to the Jews of Zechariah’s day — but not to God.

% The seemingly impossible is easy for God:

2Ki 3:17-18, 20 For thus says the LoRD, ‘You shall not see wind
or rain, but that streambed shall be filled with water, so that
you shall drink, you, your livestock, and your animals.’ 18This
is a light thing in the sight of the LorD. He will also give the
Moabites into your hand, E ... 2The next morning, about the
time of offering the sacrifice, behold, water came from the

direction of Edom, till the country was filled with water. E

God does whatever pleases him
See also:

= |sa 14:26-27 {

Job 23:13 But he is unchangeable, 9 and who can turn him
back? What he desires, that he does. £
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1 Or one

Ps 135:6 Whatever the LORD pleases, he does, in heaven and
on earth, in the seas and all deeps.

Isa 46:10 ... declaring the end from the beginning and from
ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall
stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose,’ ... E

Dan 4:34-35 Atthe end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted
my eyes to heaven, and my reason returned to me, and [
blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him who
lives forever, for his dominion is an everlasting dominion,
and his kingdom endures from generation to generation;
35all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing,
and he does according to his will among the host of heaven
and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his
hand or say to him, “What have you done?” 2

Jer 27:5 Itis I who by my great power and my outstretched
arm have made the earth, with the men and animals that are
on the earth, and I give it to whomever it seems right to me.

Dan 4:25 ...that you shall be driven from among men, and
your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. You shall
be made to eat grass like an ox, and you shall be wet with the
dew of heaven, and seven periods of time shall pass over
you, till you know that the Most High rules the kingdom of
men and gives it to whom he will. §

% God has the power to do what he promises:

Rom 4:21 ... fully convinced that God was able to do what he
had promised. 2

God’s power is far superior to that of anyone
else...

See also:

= Job 23:13 1t; Dan 4:35 ¢

= Creation and God'’s control over it show his power and
wisdom to be incomparable . . ., p. 220

» ¢) God Has Power over All Things, p. 255

2Chr 20:6 ... and said, “O LorD, God of our fathers, are you
not God in heaven? You rule over all the kingdoms of the
nations. In your hand are power and might, so that none is
able to withstand you. £

2Chr 32:7-8 “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or
dismayed before the king of Assyria and all the horde that is
with him, for there are more with us than with him. 8With him
is an arm of flesh, but with us is the LORD our God, to help us
and to fight our battles.” And the people took confidence
from the words of Hezekiah king of Judah.

Ps 66:3 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! So great
is your power that your enemies come cringing to you. £

Ps 76:7 But you, you are to be feared! Who can stand before
you when once your anger is roused?

Isa 14:26-27 This is the purpose that is purposed concerning
the whole earth, and this is the hand that is stretched out
over all the nations. 27For the LORD of hosts has purposed, and
who will annul it? His hand is stretched out, and who will turn
it back? B
Note that the title “the LORD of hosts” speaks of God's power
or authority over all things or all forces, though some
understand "hosts” to refer in particular to Israel's army or
angels.

Isa 43:13 Also henceforth I am he; there is none who can
deliver from my hand; I work, and who can turn it back? E

2Cor 4:7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show
that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. £

Eph 1:19-21 ... and what is the immeasurable greatness of his
power toward us who believe, according to the working of his
great might 2%that he worked in Christ when he raised him
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly
places, ?'far above all rule and authority and power and
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in
this age but also in the one to come. £

Verse 21 reflects God's power over all other powers, in

accordance with “the immeasurable greatness of his power”
(v. 19).

Job 41:1-5,8-10 r “Can you draw out Leviathan® with a
fishhook or press down his tongue with a cord? 2Can you put a
rope in his nose or pierce his jaw with a hook? 3Will he make
many pleas to you? Will he speak to you soft words? *Will he
make a covenant with you to take him for your servant
forever?>Will you play with him as with a bird, or will you put
him on a leash for your girls? & ... 8Lay your hands on him;
remember the battle—you will not do it again! °t Behold, the
hope of a man is false; he is laid low even at the sight of him.
10No one is so fierce that he dares to stir him up. Who then is
he who can stand before me? £
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r Ch 40:25 in Hebrew
s A large sea animal, exact identity unknown
t Ch41:1 in Hebrew

If no one is able to control (vv. 1-5) or challenge (vv. 8-10a)
the leviathan (cf. text note), then no one has the capacity to
stand against God (v. 10b).

Ps 89:8 O LORD God of hosts, who is mighty as you are, O LORD,
with your faithfulness all around you? 2

Isa 31:4 For thus the LORD said to me, “As a lion or a young
lion growls over his prey, and when a band of shepherds is
called out against him he is not terrified by their shouting or
daunted at their noise, so the LORD of hosts will come down to
fight* on Mount Zion and on its hill. §

U The Hebrew words for hosts and to fight sound alike

Like a mighty lion, God’s supreme power is such that he is
unconcerned by any forces that futilely gather against him.

... No being can do what God can do

See also:

® ... Things God does which show that there is no one like him,
p. 30

Deut 3:24 O Lord Gob, you have only begun to show your
servant your greatness and your mighty hand. For what god
is there in heaven or on earth who can do such works and
mighty acts as yours? 2

Deut 4:32-34 For ask now of the days that are past, which
were before you, since the day that God created man on the
earth, and ask from one end of heaven to the other, whether
such a great thing as this has ever happened or was ever heard
of.33Did any people ever hear the voice of a god speaking out
of the midst of the fire, as you have heard, and still live? 34Or
has any god ever attempted to go and take a nation for himself
from the midst of another nation, by trials, by signs, by
wonders, and by war, by a mighty hand and an outstretched
arm, and by great deeds of terror, all of which the LORD your
God did for you in Egypt before your eyes? g

The incomparably great event referred to in v. 32 would
appear to be either or both of the glorious revelation of God
at Mount Sinai (v. 33) or God's miraculous deliverance of the
Israelites from Egypt (v. 34).

Ps 72:18 Blessed be the LoRD, the God of Israel, who alone
does wondrous things.

Ps136:4 ...to him who alone does great wonders, for his
steadfast love endures forever; ... E

Ps 86:8 There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, nor
are there any works like yours. E

Job 40:9-13 Have you an arm like God, and can you thunder
with a voice like his? 1°“Adorn yourself with majesty and
dignity; clothe yourself with glory and splendor. 'Pour out
the overflowings of your anger, and look on everyone who is
proud and abase him. 12Look on everyone who is proud and
bring him low and tread down the wicked where they stand.
13Hide them all in the dust together; bind their faces in the
world below.” 2

v Hebrew in the hidden place

Power in fact belongs to God

Verses which speak of power as belonging to or being with
God, point to him as having ultimate power and being all-
powerful (or omnipotent). Possibly they also allude to God as
ultimately being the source of all power, in part due to him
being creator of all creatures and their power.

Rev 19:1 After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice
of a great multitude in heaven, crying out, “Hallelujah!
Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, ... §

1Chr 29:11 Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and
the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the
heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O
LORD, and you are exalted as head above all. §

Job 12:13 With God" are wisdom and might; he has counsel
and understanding. £

wHebrew him

Rev 4:11 “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory
and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your
will they existed and were created.” £
In line with the assertion that power belongs to God, he is
worthy to “receive” power or to have ultimate power
attributed to him.

Pray for persecuted Christians
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c) God’s Power (Il): His Deeds

See also:

= ... No being can do what God can do, p. 35
= b) Jesus Christ's Power from God, p. 542

» God does many good and great things for his people,
p. 1288

Subsections

= God's great power is shown in his deeds
= God performs great and awesome deeds
= God's deeds are largely incomprehensible
= God's deeds are uncountable

= God's deeds are glorious

= God is exalted and glorified in his powerful deeds

God's great power is shown in his deeds

See also:

= Ps66:3 &

= God'’s judgment shows his might and his sovereignty . . .,
p. 435

» God raised Jesus from the dead, by his power . . ., p. 579
= God'’s saving of his people reveals God'’s great power, p. 923

Ex 9:16-18 But for this purpose I have raised you up, to show
you my power, so that my name may be proclaimed in all the
earth. 7You are still exalting yourself against my people and
will not let them go. 8Behold, about this time tomorrow I
will cause very heavy hail to fall, such as never has been in
Egypt from the day it was founded until now. £

Ex 14:27-31 So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea,
and the sea returned to its normal course when the morning
appeared. And as the Egyptians fled into it, the LORD threw*
the Egyptians into the midst of the sea. *8The waters returned
and covered the chariots and the horsemen; of all the host of
Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea, not one of them
remained. ?°But the people of Israel walked on dry ground
through the sea, the waters being a wall to them on their right
hand and on their left. 3°Thus the LORD saved Israel that day
from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians
dead on the seashore. 3'Israel saw the great power that the
LorD used against the Egyptians, so the people feared the

A

LORD, and they believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses.

X Hebrew shook off

Ex 15:6 Your right hand, O LoRD, glorious in power, your right
hand, O LoRD, shatters the enemy. E

Deut 3:24 O Lord Gob, you have only begun to show your
servant your greatness and your mighty hand. For what god is
there in heaven or on earth who can do such works and mighty
acts as yours? 2

Josh 4:23-24 For the LorD your God dried up the waters of
the Jordan for you until you passed over, as the LORD your God
did to the Red Sea, which he dried up for us until we passed
over, 24so that all the peoples of the earth may know that the
hand of the LORD is mighty, that you may fear the LORD your
God forever.”y g

Y Or all the days

Ps 77:14 You are the God who works wonders; you have made
known your might among the peoples. 2

Ps 106:8 Yet he saved them for his name’s sake, that he might
make known his mighty power. 2

Ps 111:6 He has shown his people the power of his works, in
giving them the inheritance of the nations. £

Ps 145:6 They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds,
and [ will declare your greatness.

Isa 33:13 Hear, you who are far off, what I have done; and you
who are near, acknowledge my might. £

Jer 32:18b-21 O great and mighty God, whose name is the
LORD of hosts, °great in counsel and mighty in deed, whose
eyes are open to all the ways of the children of man,
rewarding each one according to his ways and according to
the fruit of his deeds. 2°You have shown signs and wonders in
the land of Egypt, and to this day in Israel and among all
mankind, and have made a name for yourself, as at this day.
21You brought your people Israel out of the land of Egypt with
signs and wonders, with a strong hand and outstretched arm,
and with great terror. E

Inv. 21, “a strong hand and outstretched arm” refer to God'’s
“great power and strength” (NCV™), shown in performing
"signs and wonders” (vv. 21-22).
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God performs great and awesome deeds

See also:

= Ps 77:14 14; Ps 145:6 {; Jer 32:20 ¢

= ... Things God does which show that there is no one like him,
p- 30

... God can perform awesome deeds to save his people,
p. 903

= God'’s great deeds . . . [why God should be feared], p. 1150

» God does many good and great things for his people,
p. 1288

» God and Jesus Christ at times confirm the gospel message
by miracles . . ., p. 1772

Ps 66:3, 5 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! So great
is your power that your enemies come cringing to you. E ...
5Come and see what God has done: he is awesome in his deeds
toward the children of man. £

Ps 86:10 Foryou are great and do wondrous things; you alone
are God. E

Ps 107:24 ...they saw the deeds of the LORD, his wondrous
works in the deep. E

Ps 111:2-4 Great are the works of the LORD, studied by all who
delight in them. 3Full of splendor and majesty is his work, and
his righteousness endures forever. *He has caused his
wondrous works to be remembered; the LORD is gracious and
merciful. §

Isa 29:14 ... therefore, behold, I will again do wonderful
things with this people, with wonder upon wonder; and the
wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the discernment
of their discerning men shall be hidden. 2

Isa 64:3 When you did awesome things that we did not look
for, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.

God did awesome things that the people “did not expect”
(AMP, GNT, NCV, NASB, NIV, NRSV).

Dan 4:3a How great are his signs, how mighty his wonders!

Joel 2:21 Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice, for the LORD
has done great things! E

Acts 19:11-12 And God was doing extraordinary miracles by
the hands of Paul, 12so that even handkerchiefs or aprons
that had touched his skin were carried away to the sick, and
their diseases left them and the evil spirits came out of them.

Rev 15:3 And they sing the song of Moses, the servant? of
God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, “Great and amazing
are your deeds, O Lord God the Almighty! Just and true are
your ways, O King of the nations!2 E

z Greek bondservant

a Some manuscripts the ages

% What God does is perfect:

Deut 32:4 The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are
justice. A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, just and
upright is he.

(I

God'’s deeds are largely incomprehensible

See also:

= Job 59 J; Ps 1062 &

Job 36:29 Can anyone understand the spreading of the
clouds, the thunderings of his pavilion? E

Job 37:5, 15-16 God thunders wondrously with his voice; he
does great things that we cannot comprehend. g ... 15Do you
know how God lays his command upon them and causes the
lightning of his cloud to shine? Do you know the balancings®
of the clouds, the wondrous works of him who is perfect in
knowledge, ... E

b Or hoverings

Eccl 3:11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also,
he has put eternity into man'’s heart, yet so that he cannot
find out what God has done from the beginning to the end.

People cannot ever fully understand what God does.

Eccl 8:17 ...then I saw all the work of God, that man cannot
find out the work that is done under the sun. However much
man may toil in seeking, he will not find it out. Even though a
wise man claims to know, he cannot find it out. =
The phrase “the work that is done under the sun” alludes to
the earlier phrase “all the work of God". God has so worked
that man cannot find out or understand much of what he has
done.
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Eccl 11:5 As you do not know the way the spirit comes to the
bones in the womb°® of a woman with child, so you do not know
the work of God who makes everything. £

¢ Some Hebrew manuscripts, Targum; most Hebrew

manuscripts As you do not know the way of the wind, or
how the bones grow in the womb

Job 26:7, 11-14 He stretches out the north over the void and
hangs the earth on nothing. E ... 1'The pillars of heaven
tremble and are astounded at his rebuke. 2By his power he
stilled the sea; by his understanding he shattered Rahab.
13By his wind the heavens were made fair; his hand pierced
the fleeing serpent. 1*Behold, these are but the outskirts of his
ways, and how small a whisper do we hear of him! But the
thunder of his power who can understand? £

In v.14 Job says that the awesome deeds previously
mentioned are only a glimpse of what God does, and in fact
the actual extent of his power is beyond our comprehension.
One can infer from this that God's deeds — like his power that
is expressed in his deeds (v.14) — is beyond our
comprehension. Note that Rahab (v. 12) and “the fleeing
serpent” (v. 13) refer to a mythical monster/s or force/s of the
sea, associated with chaos and evil.

Prov 20:24 A man’s steps are from the LORD; how then can
man understand his way? E

God directs people’s lives, making the course of their lives
incomprehensible to them.

Hab 1:5 Look among the nations, and see; wonder and be
astounded. For I am doing a work in your days that you would
not believe if told. 2

Akin to doing things beyond our comprehension, God is able
to do things that we find difficult to believe.

% God can do immeasurably more than all we can imagine:

Eph 3:20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly
than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work
within us, ... E

God'’s deeds are uncountable

See also:

» God does many good and great things for his people,
p. 1288

Ps 40:5 You have multiplied, O LORD my God, your wondrous
deeds and your thoughts toward us; none can compare with
you! I will proclaim and tell of them, yet they are more than
can be told. g

A

Job 5:8-9 As for me, I would seek God, and to God would I
commit my cause, "who does great things and unsearchable,
marvelous things without number: ...

Ps 104:24-25 O LorD, how manifold are your works! In
wisdom have you made them all; the earth is full of your
creatures. *5Here is the sea, great and wide, which teems with
creatures innumerable, living things both small and great.

God's works of creation are innumerable.

Ps 71:15 My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, of your
deeds of salvation all the day, for their number is past my
knowledge. E

Ps 106:2 Who can utter the mighty deeds of the LORD, or
declare all his praise? 5
The reason why the psalmist says we cannot tell of the mighty
acts of the LORD is probably either because there are too
many (cf. GNT, NLT) or because they are beyond our
comprehension. Possibly both reasons are in view.

% God's deeds are incomparable:

Ps 86:8 There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, nor
are there any works like yours. E

The fact that God's deeds are incomparable is borne out
earlier, in . .. No being can do what God can do, p. 35.

God'’s deeds are glorious

Ps 78:4 We will not hide them from their children, but tell to
the coming generation the glorious deeds of the LORD, and his
might, and the wonders that he has done. E

Ex 15:1, 6, 11 Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this
song to the LORD, saying, “I will sing to the LORD, for he has
triumphed gloriously; the horse and his riderd he has thrown
into the sea. 2 ... ¢Your right hand, O LoRrD, glorious in power,
your right hand, O LORD, shatters the enemy. 2 ... 11“Who is
like you, O LoRD, among the gods? Who is like you, majestic
in holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders? £

4 Or its chariot; also verse 21

In speaking of God being “glorious in power” in conjunction

with his deeds, v. 6 reflects the fact that God's deeds are

glorious —a fact shown in v. 1 and explicitly indicated inv. 11.

Isa 12:5 Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously;
let this be made knowne in all the earth. 5

¢ Or this is made known
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Ps 111:3  Full of splendor and majesty is his work, and his
righteousness endures forever. £

t God'’s power is glorious:
Ps 90:16 Let your work be shown to your servants, and your
glorious power to their children. £

God is exalted and glorified in his powerful deeds

See also:

= God's deeds show that he is the only God . . ., p. 248

» God'’s judgment evidences his glory — and also brings him
glory, p. 436

= God'’s saving of his people reveals God'’s glory, p. 924
= srael’s renewal will bring God glory, p. 1017

= ¢) What God Does in the World [reasons for which to exalt
God], p. 1274

» d) What God Does for His People [reasons for which to
exalt God], p. 1280

Job 36:22 Behold, God is exalted in his power; who is a
teacher like him? 2

Ps 46:8-10 Come, behold the works of the LORD, how he has
brought desolations on the earth. °He makes wars cease to the
end of the earth; he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he
burns the chariots with fire. 19“Be still, and know that I am
God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in
the earth!” =

Isa 2:11 The haughty looks of man shall be brought low, and
the lofty pride of men shall be humbled, and the LORD alone
will be exalted in that day.

God’s awesome acts of judgment are in view (cf. vv. 12-18).

Isa12:4 And you will say in that day: “Give thanks to the
LoRD, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the
peoples, proclaim that his name is exalted. 2

Isa 63:11b-14 Where is he who put in the midst of them his
Holy Spirit, ?who caused his glorious arm to go at the right
hand of Moses, who divided the waters before them to make
for himself an everlasting name, B3who led them through the
depths? Like a horse in the desert, they did not stumble.
14Like livestock that go down into the valley, the Spirit of the
LORD gave them rest. So you led your people, to make for
yourself a glorious name.

Ex 14:17-18, 28 And I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians
so that they shall go in after them, and I will get glory over
Pharaoh and all his host, his chariots, and his horsemen. 18And
the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have
gotten glory over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.”
... 28The waters returned and covered the chariots and the
horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh that had followed them
into the sea, not one of them remained.

Ps 66:2-3 ... sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious
praise!3Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! So great is
your power that your enemies come cringing to you.
This speaks both of: God's glory being evidenced in his
power and deeds; and God being glorified in people praising
him because of his power and deeds.

Ps 86:9-10 All the nations you have made shall come and
worship before you, O Lord, and shall glorify your name. 1°For
you are great and do wondrous things; you alone are God. E

Ex 9:16 But for this purpose I have raised you up, to show
you my power, so that my name may be proclaimed in all the
earth. 2
God would show his power in (further) great plagues
amongst the Egyptians, so that his name would be
proclaimed throughout the earth (cf. Jer 32:20 1) — thus
bringing him glory.

Jer 32:20 You have shown signs and wonders in the land of
Egypt, and to this day in Israel and among all mankind, and
have made a name for yourself, as at this day.

Pray for persecuted Christians
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d) God's Knowledge and Wisdom

See also:

= God's wisdom and knowledge [reasons for which to exalt
God], p. 1270

= ... For it is God who gives wisdom, p. 1637

Subsections

= God knows everything

= God sees all people, seeing and knowing all that they do . ..
= ... No one can hide themselves or what they do from God
= God knows all people’s “hearts” and minds

» God knows the future

= God has incredible wisdom

= God's knowledge and wisdom is far superior to that of
people — beyond our comprehension . . .

= ... God knows much that people do not know

= Note: God can frustrate and take away worldly wisdom —
and bring down the wise

God knows everything

See also:

= Job 2824 &
» God knows all his people’s needs and troubles, p. 810

1Jn 3:20 ...for whenever our heart condemns us, God is
greater than our heart, and he knows everything. E

Job 37:16 Do you know the balancingsf of the clouds, the
wondrous works of him who is perfect in knowledge, ... 2

f Or hoverings

1Sam 2:3 Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance
come from your mouth; for the LORD is a God of knowledge,
and by him actions are weighed. E

The clause "the LORD is a God of knowledge” implies that God
knows all things (cf. CEV, NCV).

Dan 2:22 ... hereveals deep and hidden things; he knows what
is in the darkness, and the light dwells with him. 2
In this context “light” may in part allude to knowledge or
insight — as per God's knowledge of all things, illustrated in
the first two clauses.

Ps 50:11 [ know all the birds of the hills, and all that moves in
the field is mine.

Matt 10:30 But even the hairs of your head are all numbered.

This illustrates that God knows every minute detail.

Heb 4:13 And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are
naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give
account.

% God's wisdom and knowledge is of an amazing depth:

Rom 11:33a  Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and
knowledge of God!

God sees all people, seeing and knowing all that
they do...

See also:

= Heb 413 &
= Job 34:21 &; Jer 16:17 &
= Note: God is aware of all sins . . ., p. 370

» God judges people with knowledge of all their deeds, p. 429

Gen 16:13 So she called the name of the LORD who spoke to
her, “You are a God of seeing,” for she said, “Truly here I have
seen him who looks after me.”?

g Or You are a God who sees me

h Hebrew Have I really seen him here who sees me? or

Would I have looked here for the one who sees me?
Here Hagar appears to allude to God as the one who sees all
people (cf. text notes).

Ps 33:13-15 The LoRrD looks down from heaven; he sees all
the children of man; *from where he sits enthroned he looks
out on all the inhabitants of the earth, 1>he who fashions the
hearts of them all and observes all their deeds.

Prov 15:3 The eyes of the LORD are in every place, keeping
watch on the evil and the good.

Job 23:10 But he knows the way that I take; when he has tried
me, I shall come outas gold. E

Job was confident that God knew that he lived righteously.

Job 31:4 Does not he see my ways and number all my steps?
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Ps 119:168 [ keep your precepts and testimonies, for all my
ways are before you.

Ps 139:2-3, 15-16 You know when I sit down and when I rise
up; you discern my thoughts from afar. 3You search out my
path and my lying down and are acquainted with all my ways.
... 5My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being
made in secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth.
16Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were
written, every one of them, the days that were formed for
me, when as yet there was none of them. £

Prov 5:21 For a man’s ways are before the eyes of the LORD,
and he ponderst all his paths. &

I Or makes level

Matt 6:4, 18 ... so that your giving may be in secret. And your
Father who sees in secret will reward you. £ ... 8that your
fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is
in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

The phrase “sees in secret” may well be speaking of God
seeing what is done in secret (cf. CEV, GNT, NASB, NCV, NIV).

2Ki 19:27 But I know your sitting down and your going out

and coming in, and your raging against me. £

God knew Sennacherib’s every movement.

Job 28:24 For he looks to the ends of the earth and sees
everything under the heavens.

Jer 29:23 ... because they have done an outrageous thing in
Israel, they have committed adultery with their neighbors’
wives, and they have spoken in my name lying words that I did
not command them. I am the one who knows, and I am witness,
declares the LORD. 2

... No one can hide themselves or what they do
from God

Ps 139:11-12 If1say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, and
the light about me be night,” 12even the darkness is not dark to
you; the night is bright as the day, for darkness is as light with
you. E

Jer 23:24 Can a man hide himself in secret places so that |
cannot see him? declares the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and
earth? declares the LORD. E

Amos 9:3 If they hide themselves on the top of Carmel, from
there I will search them out and take them; and if they hide
from my sight at the bottom of the sea, there I will command

the serpent, and it shall bite them. E

Job 34:21-23 For his eyes are on the ways of a man, and he
sees all his steps. 22There is no gloom or deep darkness where
evildoers may hide themselves. ?3For Godi has no need to
consider a man further, that he should go before God in
judgment. £

i Hebrew he

Verse 23 asserts that God does not need to examine men any

further, as he already knows all about them. For God sees —
and evaluates — all their deeds as they are being carried out.

Isa 29:15 Ah, you who hide deep from the LORD your counsel,
whose deeds are in the dark, and who say, “Who sees us? Who
knows us?” E

The Hebrew translated here as “Ah” is sometimes translated

as "Woe" (AMP, NASB, NIV, NKJV). It points with a sense of
alarm to coming grave trouble and misery.

Jer 16:17 For my eyes are on all their ways. They are not
hidden from me, nor is their iniquity concealed from my eyes.

% Even the dead and the realm of death lie open before God:

Job 26:5-6 The dead tremble under the waters and their
inhabitants. ¢Sheol is naked before God,* and Abaddon has no
covering. g

k Hebrew him

Verse 5 appears to imply that the dead “tremble” as they and
their deeds are exposed before God (v. 6). In v. 6 “Sheol” is a
name used for the place of the dead; and “Abaddon” denotes
destruction or the place thereof. Note that Proverbs 15:11 in
the following subsection reflects the teaching of v. 6.

God knows all people’s “hearts” and minds

See also:
= God takes into account thoughts and motives, p. 429

Bear in mind that in the Bible “heart” is often used to refer to
a person’s thoughts and feelings.

Acts 15:8 And God, who knows the heart, bore witness to
them, by giving them the Holy Spirit justas he did to us, ... E

G - H - OT - NT - Subj


https://www.esv.org/Ps+119:168
https://www.esv.org/Ps+139:2
https://www.esv.org/Ps+139:15
https://www.esv.org/Prov+5:21
https://www.esv.org/Matt+6:4
https://www.esv.org/Matt+6:18
https://www.esv.org/2Ki+19:27
https://www.esv.org/Job+28:24
https://www.esv.org/Jer+29:23
https://www.esv.org/Ps+139:11
https://www.esv.org/Jer+23:24
https://www.esv.org/Amos+9:3
https://www.esv.org/Job+34:21
https://www.esv.org/Isa+29:15
https://www.esv.org/Jer+16:17
https://www.esv.org/Job+26:5
https://www.esv.org/Acts+15:8

42 1. God's Being

1Ki 8:39 ...then hear in heaven your dwelling place and
forgive and act and render to each whose heart you know,
according to all his ways (for you, you only, know the hearts
of all the children of mankind), ...

Ps 44:21 ... would not God discover this? For he knows the
secrets of the heart. £

Prov 15:11 Sheol and Abaddon lie open before the LORD; how
much more the hearts of the children of man! 2

Ezek 11:5 And the Spirit of the LoRD fell upon me, and he said
to me, “Say, Thus says the LORD: So you think, O house of
Israel. For I know the things that come into your mind. £

Gen 6:5 The LoRrD saw that the wickedness of man was great
in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his
heart was only evil continually. E

2Sam 7:20 And what more can David say to you? For you
know your servant, O Lord GoD! E
God knew David so well that there was no thought of his that

he could voice that God did not already know (cf. Ps 38:9 {;
Ps 139:4 1).

Ps 38:9 O Lord, all my longing is before you; my sighing is not
hidden from you. 2

Prov 21:2 Every way of a man is right in his own eyes, but
the LORD weighs the heart.

God examines and evaluates people’s hearts, knowing them
fully.

Deut 31:21 And when many evils and troubles have come
upon them, this song shall confront them as a witness (for it
will live unforgotten in the mouths of their offspring). For I
know what they are inclined to do even today, before I have
brought them into the land that I swore to give. E

Effectively God is saying: “I know their strong desire and the
purposes which they are forming even now...” (AMP)

Job 11:11 For he knows worthless men; when he sees iniquity,
will he not consider it? £

God knows which people are deceitful and evil, knowing all
people’s "hearts” and minds.

Ezek 20:32 What is in your mind shall never happen—the
thought, ‘Let us be like the nations, like the tribes of the
countries, and worship wood and stone.” 2

Whether or not they had verbalized this thought, God still
knew it.

% God knows us completely:

Ps 139:1-2, 4-5 O LoRD, you have searched me and known me!
2You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my
thoughts from afar. g ... *Even before a word is on my tongue,
behold, O LoRD, you know it altogether. You hem me in, behind
and before, and lay your hand upon me. E
Verse 5b may allude to God's care or protection (cf. CEV,
GNT), but in keeping with the context it seems to primarily
be speaking of people being unable to get away from God,
along with his awareness and discernment of them. Note that
God's complete knowledge of people is also alluded to in
1 Corinthians 13:12, with Paul saying, “I have been fully
known.”

God knows the future

Isa 42:9 Behold, the former things have come to pass, and new
things I now declare; before they spring forth I tell you of them.

The “former things” that “have come to pass” were things
that God had “said would happen” (NIrV®).

Isa 44:7-8 Who is like me? Let him proclaim it.! Let him
declare and set it before me, since I appointed an ancient
people. Let them declare what is to come, and what will
happen. 8Fear not, nor be afraid; have I not told you from of
old and declared it? And you are my witnesses! Is there a God
besides me? There is no Rock; I know not any.
! Or Who like me can proclaim it?
Note that in the first part of v.7 God appears to be
challenging anyone to be able to declare all that has
happened since he “appointed an ancient people”, referring
either to his creation of Israel or of humankind. However, the
Hebrew is unclear (cf. GNT text note) and it may be that God'’s
knowledge of the future is in view, as per the last statement
inv. 7 and the subsequent verse (v. 8).

Isa 46:9b-10 [ am God, and there is none like me, 1°declaring
the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not
yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and 1 will
accomplish all my purpose,” E

Like most of the other references in this subsection, this

implies that God knows what will happen in the future
because he himself has ordained it.

Isa 48:5-8 [ declared them to you from of old, before they
came to pass I announced them to you, lest you should say,
‘My idol did them, my carved image and my metal image
commanded them.” ¢“You have heard; now see all this; and
will you not declare it? From this time forth I announce to
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you new things, hidden things that you have not known. "They
are created now, not long ago; before today you have never
heard of them, lest you should say, ‘Behold, I knew them.’
8You have never heard, you have never known, from of old
your ear has not been opened. For I knew that you would
surely deal treacherously, and that from before birth you were
called a rebel. E

The final clause, particularly in light of the preceding clause,
suggests that God knew from before the nation of Israel was
born that it would be rebellious.

Jer 1:5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and
before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a
prophet to the nations.” £

Dan 2:28-29, 45b ... but there is a God in heaven who reveals
mysteries, and he has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar
what will be in the latter days. Your dream and the visions of
your head as you lay in bed are these: 2°To you, O king, as you
lay in bed came thoughts of what would be after this, and he
who reveals mysteries made known to you what is to be. 2 ...
45 .. A great God has made known to the king what shall be
after this. The dream is certain, and its interpretation sure.

Dan 8:26 The vision of the evenings and the mornings that
has been told is true, but seal up the vision, for it refers to
many days from now. g

Daniel was given a vision from God, about the distant future.

Mark 13:32 But concerning that day or that hour, no one
knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the
Father. £

This is speaking of the time of Jesus Christ’s return.

Acts 2:23 ... this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite
plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by
the hands of lawless men. 5

Acts 15:17-18 ... that the remnant™ of mankind may seek the
Lord, and all the Gentiles who are called by my name, says
the Lord, who makes these things 8known from of old. &

mQr rest

Verse 18 indicates that God made known “these things”
(v. 17) long ago (cf. CEV, GNT, NLT).

Rom 8:29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined
to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he
might be the firstborn among many brothers. 2

Here “foreknew” may mean more than just prior knowledge,
quite possibly implying foreordination. (The same applies to
“foreknowledge” in Acts 2:23 above.)

God has incredible wisdom

Job 9:4 He is wise in heart and mighty in strength —who has
hardened himself against him, and succeeded?—

Job 11:5-6a But oh, that God would speak and open his lips
to you, ¢and that he would tell you the secrets of wisdom! For
he is manifold in understanding.” E

" The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain

Job 36:5 Behold, God is mighty, and does not despise any;
he is mighty in strength of understanding. g

Ps 147:5 Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; his
understanding is beyond measure. E

One can infer from this that God's “wisdom cannot be
measured” (GNT).

Isa 28:29 This also comes from the LORD of hosts; he is
wonderful in counsel and excellent in wisdom. &

Jer 32:18b-19 O great and mighty God, whose name is the
LORD of hosts, °great in counsel and mighty in deed, whose
eyes are open to all the ways of the children of man,
rewarding each one according to his ways and according to
the fruit of his deeds. E

Rom 11:33a  Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and
knowledge of God! E

Rom 16:27 ...to the only wise God be glory forevermore
through Jesus Christ! Amen. £

This intimates that God “alone is all-wise” (GNT,; cf. NLT).

Eph 1:7-8 In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his
grace, 8which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and
insight ... E
Commentators and translations differ over whether “wisdom
and insight” (v. 8) are referring to: (a) God’s comprehensive
wisdom and understanding, with which he has lavished his
grace on us; or (b) wisdom and understanding that he has
given to us along with his grace. If the former is the case, this
would be speaking of God having “all wisdom and insight”.
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Eph 3:10 ... so that through the church the manifold wisdom
of God might now be made known to the rulers and
authorities in the heavenly places. E

God's “manifold” wisdom has a “rich variety” (NLT, NRSV) of
forms or aspects.

Job 12:16  With him are strength and sound wisdom; the
deceived and the deceiver are his. £

Ps 92:5 How great are your works, O LorD! Your thoughts
are very deep! E

Ps 139:17-18a How precious to me are your thoughts, O God!
How vast is the sum of them! 18If  would count them, they are
more than the sand. 2
The Hebrew translated here as “precious” (v. 17a) has also
been translated “difficult” (GNT) and “weighty” (NASB). As
such it implies that God's thoughts are beyond the psalmist's
understanding (cf. CEV), such is God's wisdom and

intelligence. Moreover, God's thoughts are innumerable (vv.
17b-18a).

% God is the ultimate source and possessor of wisdom:

Job 12:13  With God°® are wisdom and might; he has counsel
and understanding. E

° Hebrew him

God’s knowledge and wisdom is far superior to that
of people — beyond our comprehension. ..

See also:

= Ps 139:17-18a 1

= Creation and God'’s control over it show his power and
wisdom to be incomparable . . ., p. 220

* ... God made this point very clear to Job, p. 221

= Worldly wisdom is flawed and inferior to the wisdom of God,
p. 1633

Job 21:22  Will any teach God knowledge, seeing that he
Judges those who are on high? g

The second clause indicates that God judges even the
greatest of people (cf. CEV, NCV) — or beings (cf. NIrV). He is
in a position to do this as he knows and understands
everything about them, including what they do and know.
The point of the verse as a whole is that no one can teach
God anything that he does not already know (cf. Isa 40:13-
14 1).

Ps 94:11 ... the LoRb—knows the thoughts of man, that they
are but a breath.r E

P Septuagint they are futile

Isa 40:13-14 Who has measuredd the Spirit of the LORD, or
what man shows him his counsel? **Whom did he consult, and
who made him understand? Who taught him the path of
justice, and taught him knowledge, and showed him the way
of understanding? E
4 Or has directed
The first clause (v. 13) appears to be speaking of no one
being able to direct (cf. AMP, NASB, NKJV, NRSV) God, or
more particularly his Spirit. As such, like the rest of vv. 13-14,
it is implying that God's knowledge and wisdom is far
superior to anyone else's.

Isa 55:8-9 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither
are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. °For as the
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than
your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. £

Jer 10:7 Who would not fear you, O King of the nations? For
this is your due; for among all the wise ones of the nations and
in all their kingdoms there is none like you. E

Dan 1:20 And in every matter of wisdom and understanding
about which the king inquired of them, he found them ten
times better than all the magicians and enchanters that were
in all his kingdom. g
The wisdom that God gave to Daniel and his friends was far
superior to the wisdom of the wise men of the kingdom,
illustrating that God's wisdom is far superior to that of
people. This is also shown by the wisdom that God gave to
Solomon, who was “wiser than all other men” (1Ki 4:31).

1Jn 3:20 ...for whenever our heart condemns us, God is
greater than our heart, and he knows everything. 2

God's knowledge is superior to our perception, even our
perception of ourselves.

Ps 139:6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high; |
cannot attain it. E

Here David speaks of God's knowledge (cf. vv. 1-5) as being
beyond him and his comprehension.

Isa 40:28 Have you not known? Have you not heard? The
LoRrbD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the
earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is
unsearchable.
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Rom 11:33b-34 How unsearchable are his judgments and
how inscrutable his ways! 3*“For who has known the mind of
the Lord, or who has been his counselor?” 2

. . . God knows much that people do not know

Gen 41:15-16  And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have had a
dream, and there is no one who can interpret it. | have heard
it said of you that when you hear a dream you can interpret
it.” 16Joseph answered Pharaoh, “It is not in me; God will give
Pharaoh a favorable answer.”™ £

r Or (compare Samaritan, Septuagint) Without God it is not
possible to give Pharaoh an answer about his welfare

Joseph indicates that God can interpret dreams (v. 16) — even
if no one else can (v. 15).

Deut 29:29 The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but

the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children

forever, that we may do all the words of this law.
There is much that God has kept secret from us, and the
things people know are in a sense at least only what God has
revealed to them. Here the “secret things” probably primarily
refers to the future. The “things ... revealed” appears to
primarily be speaking of God’'s law — then unknown to
nations other than Israel.

1Ki 8:39 ...then hear in heaven your dwelling place and
forgive and act and render to each whose heart you know,
according to all his ways (for you, you only, know the hearts
of all the children of mankind), ...

Job 38:16-18 Have you entered into the springs of the sea, or
walked in the recesses of the deep? 1"Have the gates of death
been revealed to you, or have you seen the gates of deep
darkness? '8Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth?
Declare, if you know all this. E

The rhetorical questions (cf. v. 37a {) imply that God is the

only one who has done or can do these things — and thus the
only one who knows and understands such things.

Job 38:37a Who can number the clouds by wisdom? 2

Job 42:3 ‘Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’
Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand, things too
wonderful for me, which I did not know. 2

Here Job begins by quoting God's earlier question in 38:2,
which indicated that Job had detracted from God's counsel
without having any comparable knowledge or wisdom to be
able to do so. Job then responds to God's question by
acknowledging that he was in no position to question or

interpret God's counsel, particularly regarding the matters at
hand which were in fact beyond his comprehension and
knowledge.

Mark 13:32 But concerning that day or that hour, no one
knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the
Father. E

2Cor 12:2-4 1 know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago
was caught up to the third heaven—whether in the body or
out of the body I do not know, God knows. 3And I know that
this man was caught up into paradise—whether in the body
or out of the body I do not know, God knows— *and he heard
things that cannot be told, which man may not utter. E
Paul is speaking of an experience of his own, the exact nature
of which he did not know —in contrast to God, who did know.
In this experience he was caught up to heaven where he was
given revelations from God that were unknown to humans,
even inexpressible.

% People do not know what is best for them in life:
Eccl 6:12a For who knows what is good for man while he lives
the few days of his vain life, which he passes like a shadow? £

This illustrates the fact that people’s knowledge and wisdom
is markedly inferior to that of God.

Note: God can frustrate and take away worldly
wisdom - and bring down the wise

Job 5:12-13 He frustrates the devices of the crafty, so that
their hands achieve no success. 13He catches the wise in their
own craftiness, and the schemes of the wily are brought to a
quickend. E

Job 12:17, 20, 24  He leads counselors away stripped, and
judges he makes fools. £ ... 2°He deprives of speech those who
are trusted and takes away the discernment of the elders.
... 24He takes away understanding from the chiefs of the people
of the earth and makes them wander in a pathless waste. E

Isa 19:11-14 The princes of Zoan are utterly foolish; the wisest
counselors of Pharaoh give stupid counsel. How can you say to
Pharaoh, “I am a son of the wise, a son of ancient kings”?
12Where then are your wise men? Let them tell you that they
might know what the LORD of hosts has purposed against
Egypt. 3The princes of Zoan have become fools, and the
princes of Memphis are deluded; those who are the
cornerstones of her tribes have made Egypt stagger. “The
LoRrD has mingled within her a spirit of confusion, and they will
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make Egypt stagger in all its deeds, as a drunken man staggers
in his vomit.
Egypt's officials and supposed wise counselors were
rendered as fools by God, as v. 11a clearly implies. As such
they not only knew nothing of his plans against Egypt (v. 12)
but they also caused Egypt to stumble (vv. 13-14).

Isa 44:24b-25 1am the LORD, who made all things, who alone
stretched out the heavens, who spread out the earth by
myself, 25who frustrates the signs of liars and makes fools of
diviners, who turns wise men back and makes their knowledge
foolish, ...

Jer 8:9 The wise men shall be put to shame; they shall be
dismayed and taken; behold, they have rejected the word of

the LORD, so what wisdom is in them? E

Here “taken” refers to being taken captive (cf. AMP, NLT); the
exile is in view.

Jer 51:57 Iwill make drunk her officials and her wise men, her
governors, her commanders, and her warriors; they shall
sleep a perpetual sleep and not wake, declares the King, whose
name is the LORD of hosts. E

Obad 1:8 Will I not on that day, declares the LORD, destroy the
wise men out of Edom, and understanding out of Mount Esau?

1Cor 1:19-21, 25-27 For it is written, “I will destroy the
wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning |
will thwart.” 22Where is the one who is wise? Where is the
scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made
foolish the wisdom of the world? ?'For since, in the wisdom of
God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased
God through the folly of what we preach to save those who
believe. 2 ... 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men,
and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 2¢For
consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise
according to worldly standards,s not many were powerful,
not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish
in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the
world to shame the strong; ... E

s Greek according to the flesh

The context indicates that Paul is showing how the wisdom
of man is hopeless as a means of salvation. In regard to this,
God renders worldly wisdom as foolish (vv. 19-20) — useless
as a means of knowing him (v. 21a). In conjunction, God's
way of salvation that appears to man as folly or foolishness
(v. 21b), is actually wiser than man’s wisdom (v. 25). God has
further shamed the wise of this world by choosing mostly

people who are not seen as wise by human standards (vv. 26-
27).

% God has hidden the truths of the kingdom from the wise
and learned:

Matt 11:25 At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things
from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little
children; ... E
The "things” probably primarily refers to the significance of
Jesus’ mission and other matters of the kingdom. God
chooses to reveal these things to those who are humble and
open like “little children”, rather than to those who are “wise
and understanding” by the standards of this world —
particularly those who see themselves as such.

Pray for persecuted Christians

e) Addendum: God’s ‘Name’

In biblical times, a person’s name represented or embodied
their whole person — including their nature, authority and
even their purpose or significance. This is highlighted by
references to the “name” of the person.

Thus when used in regard to such things as God's interaction
with his people, references to God's "name” are understood
as being synonymous with God himself. For example, God's
“name” is used in expressing God's presence amongst his
people and also his care of them. Furthermore, God's people
are said to do such things as trust in, fear, love and praise his
“name”.

Subsections

= God's “"name” is synonymous with God himself
= God's “"name” is synonymous with his presence

= God's "name” is synonymous with God in him helping his
people

= God's "name” is synonymous with God in people relating to
him

= God's "name” is correlated with his authority and power
= God's "name” is holy

= God's “"name” is great
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= God's “"name” is glorious and exalted
= God's "name” is praised and blessed
= God acts for the sake of his “name”

= Note: God declared his actual name to be the “LorD”

God’s “name” is synonymous with God himself

"

In this subsection God's “name” is shown to be synonymous
with God himself by what are virtually the same things being
said in regard to God and also to his “name”.

Ps 18:49 For this [ will praise you, O LORD, among the nations,
and sing to your name. 2

Ps 44:5 Through you we push down our foes; through your
name we tread down those who rise up against us. £

Isa 50:10 Who among you fears the LORD and obeys the voice
of his servant? Let him who walks in darkness and has no
light trust in the name of the LORD and rely on his God. £

The terms “trust” and “rely” are virtually identical. Here God's
“name” and God himself are both spoken of as the object of
one’s trust (or reliance), illustrating that God and his "name”
are synonymous.

Isa 48:9, 11a “For my name’s sake 1 defer my anger, for the
sake of my praise I restrain it for you, that [ may not cut you
off. E ... '1For my own sake, for my own sake, 1 do it, for how
should my namet be profaned?

t Hebrew lacks my name
The virtually identical use of “my name'’s sake” (v. 9) and “my

own sake” (v. 11a) points to God's “name” being synonymous
with God himself.

Jer 10:6 There is none like you, O LORD; you are great, and
your name is great in might. £

Ezek 36:23 And I will vindicate the holiness of my great name,
which has been profaned among the nations, and which you
have profaned among them. And the nations will know that
I am the LoRrD, declares the Lord GoD, when through you I
vindicate my holiness before their eyes. £

God'’s “name” is synonymous with his presence

Deut 12:5, 11 But you shall seek the place that the LORD your
God will choose out of all your tribes to put his name and make
his habitation* there. There you shall go, § ... 1'then to the
place that the LORD your God will choose, to make his name

A

dwell there, there you shall bring all that I command you:
your burnt offerings and your sacrifices, your tithes and the
contribution that you present, and all your finest vow
offerings that you vow to the LORD.

v Or name as its habitation

God would choose a place to put his “name”, signifying his
presence, where the people were to “come into his presence
and worship him.” (GNT)

1Ki 5:5 And so I intend to build a house for the name of the
LoRrD my God, as the LORD said to David my father, ‘Your son,
whom [ will set on your throne in your place, shall build the
house for my name." E

Solomon tells of his intention to fulfill God's words that

David's son would build a house/temple for “My Name and
Presence” (AMP).

1Ki 8:29 ... that your eyes may be open night and day toward
this house, the place of which you have said, ‘My name shall
be there,’ that you may listen to the prayer that your servant
offers toward this place. E

The reference to God hearing prayer prayed toward the

temple indicates his presence there, in accordance with the
statement: "My name shall be there.”

1Ki 9:3 And the LoRD said to him, “I have heard your prayer
and your plea, which you have made before me. I have
consecrated this house that you have built, by putting my
name there forever. My eyes and my heart will be there for all
time. £

Ps 75:1 We give thanks to you, O God; we give thanks, for
your name is near. We" recount your wondrous deeds. E

v Hebrew They

Isa 30:27 Behold, the name of the LORD comes from afar,
burning with his anger, and in thick rising smoke;¥ his lips are
full of fury, and his tongue is like a devouring fire; ... E

w Hebrew in weight of uplifted clouds

Similar to the references to God's eyes and heart in 1 Kings

9:3 above, the references to God's lips and tongue emphasize

that “the name of the LORD" speaks of God himself and his
actual presence.

God’'s “name” is synonymous with God in him
helping his people

Ps 20:1 May the LORD answer you in the day of trouble! May

the name of the God of Jacob protect you! E
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Ps 44:5 Through you we push down our foes; through your
name we tread down those who rise up against us. E

Ps 54:1 O God, save me by your name, and vindicate me by
your might.
Although the phrase “by your name” could well also be a
reference to God's “might” (GNT, NLT), more precisely David
may be calling on God to save him in accordance with his
character or nature — “because of who you are” (NCV™).

Ps 124:8 Our help is in the name of the LorD, who made
heaven and earth. £

Prov 18:10 The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the
righteous man runs into it and is safe. 2

God’s “name” is synonymous with God in people
relating to him

Ps 5:11 But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; let them
ever sing for joy, and spread your protection over them, that
those who love your name may exult in you. £

Ps 33:21 For our heart is glad in him, because we trust in his
holy name. E

Ps 52:9 [ will thank you forever, because you have done it.
will wait for your name, for it is good, in the presence of the
godly. E

Ps 61:5 Foryou, O God, have heard my vows; you have given
me the heritage of those who fear your name. E

Ps 106:47 Save us, O LoRD our God, and gather us from
among the nations, that we may give thanks to your holy
name and glory in your praise. g

Ps 116:13 1 will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the
name of the LORD, ... 2

God’s “name” is correlated with his authority and
power

Note that most of the verses in the previous two subsections
similarly associate God's “name” with his power.

Ex 23:21 Pay careful attention to him and obey his voice; do
not rebel against him, for he will not pardon your
transgression, for my name is in him. g

The final phrase appears to refer to God's authority ("l am
giving him complete authority” — CEV) and power (“my power
is in him" — NCV). While it certainly encompasses God's
authority and power, note that some commentators think it
has a deeper meaning, believing it to quite likely indicate that
the angel to whom it refers (cf. v. 20) is in fact the pre-
incarnate Christ.

Deut 10:8 At that time the LORD set apart the tribe of Levi to
carry the ark of the covenant of the LORD to stand before the
LORD to minister to him and to bless in his name, to this day.

In pronouncing blessings “in his name”, the priests were
acting on God's behalf and on his authority. The same applies
to the prophets who spoke in God’s “name” in Daniel 9:6
immediately below.

Dan 9:6 We have notlistened to your servants the prophets,
who spoke in your name to our kings, our princes, and our
fathers, and to all the people of the land. £

1Sam 17:45 Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to
me with a sword and with a spear and with a javelin, but 1
come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the
armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 2

David came as one acting on God’'s authority (cf. Ps
118:26a {) — with and in reliance on God'’s power.

Ps 118:10-12 All nations surrounded me; in the name of the
LorD I cut them off! 'They surrounded me, surrounded me
on every side; in the name of the LORD I cut them off! 12They
surrounded me like bees; they went out like a fire among
thorns; in the name of the LORD I cut them off!

Ps 118:26a Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD!

This verse and Micah 5:4 below have messianic significance,
telling of the Messiah coming with God's authority and
power.

Mic 5:4 And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the
strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his
God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to
the ends of the earth. E

John 10:25 Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not
believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name bear witness
aboutme, ... E

Jesus performed his miracles in the "name” of his Father —i.e.
by the “authority” (CEV, GNT) or “power” (AMP) of God.
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John 17:11-12 And I am no longer in the world, but they are
in the world, and [ am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them
in your name, which you have given me, that they may be
one, even as we are one. 12While | was with them, [ kept them
in your name, which you have given me. I have guarded them,
and not one of them has been lost except the son of
destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. E

These verses may be referring to God keeping his people by
the power of his name (cf. CEV, GNT, NCV, NIV), hence their
inclusion here. Alternatively, they may be speaking of God
keeping them “in” himself. For further comment on v. 12 see
Note: God has given Jesus Christ a name that is superior to all
others, p. 110.

Jer 10:6 There is none like you, O LORD; you are great, and
your name is great in might. £

God's “name” is holy

1Chr 29:16 O LORD our God, all this abundance that we have
provided for building you a house for your holy name comes
from your hand and is all your own. E

Ps111:9 He sent redemption to his people; he has
commanded his covenant forever. Holy and awesome is his
name! 2

Isa 57:15a For thus says the One who is high and lifted up,
who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: ... E

Ezek 36:22-23a “Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus
says the Lord Gob: It is not for your sake, O house of Israel,
that [ am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which
you have profaned among the nations to which you came.
23And I will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has
been profaned among the nations, and which you have
profaned among them. £

Ezek 39:7 And my holy name 1 will make known in the midst
of my people Israel, and I will not let my holy name be
profaned anymore. And the nations shall know that [ am the
LoRrbD, the Holy One in Israel. E

Luke 1:49 ... for he who is mighty has done great things for
me, and holy is his name. £

God’s “name” is great

See also:

= Ps 111:9 1t; Ezek 36:23a 1

1Ki 8:42a ... (for they shall hear of your great name and your
mighty hand, and of your outstretched arm) ... E

Ps 99:3 Let them praise your great and awesome name! Holy
ishe! E

Ps 76:1 In Judah God is known; his name is great in Israel. £

Jer 10:6 There is none like you, O LORD; you are great, and
your name is great in might. £

Mal 1:11 For from the rising of the sun to its setting my name
will bex great among the nations, and in every place incense
will be offered to my name, and a pure offering. For my name

will be great among the nations, says the LORD of hosts. E

X Or is (three times in verse 11; also verse 14)

The greatness of God's "name” will be acknowledged
amongst the nations — not just amongst his own people (cf.
Ps 76:1 1).

Judg 13:18 And the angel of the LORD said to him, “Why do
you ask my name, seeing it is wonderful?” £

If there is a correlation here between “the angel of the LORD”
and God (cf. w. 19, 22), then this would point to the

Te n

greatness of God's “name” in saying that it is "wonderful” or
"beyond understanding” (NIV®). Psalm 135:13 below
likewise points to its greatness by saying that it “endures
forever”.

%t God'’s name endures forever:

Ps 135:13 Your name, O LORD, endures forever, your renown,Y
O Lorp, throughout all ages. 2

Y Or remembrance

God’s “name” is glorious and exalted

Deut 28:58 If you are not careful to do all the words of this
law that are written in this book, that you may fear this
glorious and awesome name, the LORD your God, ... &

Here “name” appears to refer to “LORD", or at least “the LORD
your God".

Neh 9:5b Blessed be your glorious name, which is exalted
above all blessing and praise. 2
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Ps 66:2 ...sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious
praise!

Ps 8:1 O LoRD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the
earth! You have set your glory above the heavens. E

Similarly Micah 5:4 refers to “the majesty of the name of the
LORD".

Ps138:2 1 bow down toward your holy temple and give
thanks to your name for your steadfast love and your
faithfulness, for you have exalted above all things your name
and your word.z 2

z Or you have exalted your word above all your name

Ps 148:13 Let them praise the name of the LoRD, for his name
alone is exalted; his majesty is above earth and heaven. g

Ex 9:16 But for this purpose I have raised you up, to show
you my power, so that my name may be proclaimed in all the
earth. g
God's name would be exalted by being proclaimed
throughout all the earth (cf. Ps 48:10 {).

Ps 48:10 As your name, O God, so your praise reaches to the
ends of the earth. Your right hand is filled with righteousness.

This implies that God's “name” is renowned throughout the
earth.

Luke 11:2 And he said to them, “When you pray, say: “Father,
hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. £
The clause "hallowed be your name” (v. 9) means may your
name “be honored” (GNT, NIrV, NLT, cf. CEV) or “always be
kept holy” (NCV™). Such a prayer that God's “name” be
honored also exalts his “name”, implying that it is worthy of
such honor.

% The LorD’s name will be the only name:
Zec 14:9 And the LorD will be king over all the earth. On that
day the LorD will be one and his name one. £

The final phrase appears to refer to the LORD’s name being
“the only one” (NASB; cf. NCV, NIV) — the only name that will
be worshipped (cf. CEV, NLT).

God’s “name” is praised and blessed

See also:

= Neh 9:5b t; Ps 66:2 {t; Ps 148:13 ¢

Ps 99:3 Let them praise your great and awesome name! Holy
ishe! 2

Ps 113:1-3 Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD,
praise the name of the LORD! ?Blessed be the name of the LORD
from this time forth and forevermore! 3From the rising of the
sun to its setting, the name of the LORD is to be praised! E

Ps 145:1-2 1 will extol you, my God and King, and bless your
name forever and ever. 2Every day I will bless you and praise
your name forever and ever. £

% People give thanks to God’s name:

Ps 30:4 Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints, and give
thanks to his holy name.2 2

a Hebrew to the memorial of his holiness (see Exodus 3:15)

God acts for the sake of his “name”

1Sam 12:22 For the LorD will not forsake his people, for his
great name’s sake, because it has pleased the LORD to make
you a people for himself. £
God was reluctant to reject his people (cf. Isa 48:9 1), for to
have done so would have brought dishonor to his “name”,
God having made them his own.

Ps 23:3 He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of
righteousness® for his name’s sake. £
b Or in right paths
What God's people do is in a sense a reflection on God and
his “name”, as they are his. Hence he guides them to live in a

way that honors him — and punishes them when they act to
the contrary (cf. Isa 48:9-11 {; Ezek 43:8 1).

Ps 106:8 Yet he saved them for his name’s sake, that he might
make known his mighty power. 2

Isa 48:9-11 For my name’s sake I defer my anger, for the sake
of my praise I restrain it for you, that I may not cut you off.
10Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver; I have tried® you
in the furnace of affliction. 1'For my own sake, for my own
sake, I do it, for how should my name? be profaned? My glory 1
will not give to another. E

¢ Or I have chosen

G - H - OT - NT - Subj


https://www.esv.org/Ps+66:2
https://www.esv.org/Ps+8:1
https://www.esv.org/Ps+138:2
https://www.esv.org/Ps+148:13
https://www.esv.org/Ex+9:16
https://www.esv.org/Ps+48:10
https://www.esv.org/Luke+11:2
https://www.esv.org/Zec+14:9
https://www.esv.org/Ps+99:3
https://www.esv.org/Ps+113:1
https://www.esv.org/Ps+145:1
https://www.esv.org/Ps+30:4
https://www.esv.org/1Sam+12:22
https://www.esv.org/Ps+23:3
https://www.esv.org/Ps+106:8
https://www.esv.org/Isa+48:9

1.1l. God's Pre-Eminence 51

d Hebrew lacks my name

For his “name’s” sake God disciplined his rebellious people
(vv. 10-11) rather than cut them off completely in his wrath
(v. 9).

Isa 52:3,5-6 For thus says the LoRrD: “You were sold for
nothing, and you shall be redeemed without money.” 5 ...
5SNow therefore what have I here,” declares the LORD, “seeing
that my people are taken away for nothing? Their rulers
wail,” declares the LORD, “and continually all the day my name
is despised. ®Therefore my people shall know my name.
Therefore in that day they shall know that it is I who speak;
heream1.” &
Being in captivity, God's people brought ridicule to his
“name”, with their enemies mocking God (v.5b) -
presumably for supposedly not being able to protect his
people (cf. Ezek 36:20 1). So God swore to redeem his people
(v. 3; cf. Ezek 36:22-25 {; Ezek 39:25 1) so that they would
know his “name” (v. 6a) — who he is. As such they would
realize his power and character — and that he was the one
who foretold their redemption (v. 6b), all along having the
power to implement his will.

Ezek 36:20-25 But when they came to the nations, wherever
they came, they profaned my holy name, in that people said of
them, ‘These are the people of the LORD, and yet they had to go
out of his land.” 2But I had concern for my holy name, which
the house of Israel had profaned among the nations to which
they came. 22“Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says
the Lord Gob: It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that |
am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you
have profaned among the nations to which you came. ?3And |
will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has been
profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned
among them. And the nations will know that I am the LORD,
declares the Lord Gob, when through you I vindicate my
holiness before their eyes. 241 will take you from the nations
and gather you from all the countries and bring you into
your own land. 25I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you
shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your
idols I will cleanse you. £

Ezek 39:7, 25 And my holy name I will make known in the
midst of my people Israel, and I will not let my holy name be
profaned anymore. And the nations shall know that I am the
LoRrD, the Holy One in Israel. E ... 25“Therefore thus says the
Lord Gob: Now I will restore the fortunes of Jacob and have
mercy on the whole house of Israel, and I will be jealous for my
holy name. E

% God destroyed Israelites who defiled his holy “name”:

Ezek 43:8b  They have defiled my holy name by their
abominations that they have committed, so I have consumed
them in my anger. E

Note: God declared his actual name to be the “LorRD”

[

Bear in mind that references to God's “name” — at times at
least — may be an allusion to God's actual name, the “LORD".

Ex 3:12-15 He said, “But I will be with you, and this shall be
the sign for you, that [ have sent you: when you have brought
the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this
mountain.” 13Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people
of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent
me to you,” and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I
say to them?”1*God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said,
“Say this to the people of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.”” 15God
also said to Moses, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘The LORD,f
the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.” This is my name
forever, and thus I am to be remembered throughout all
generations. E
€ Or [ AM WHAT I AM, or I WILL BE WHAT I WILL BE
f The word Lorp, when spelled with capital letters, stands
for the divine name, YHWH, which is here connected
with the verb hayah, “to be” in verse 14
“LORD" (v. 15) can be derived from “| AM” (v. 14) (cf. text notes
on wv. 14, 15). For the actual Hebrew that is rendered as
“LORD" is "YHWH" (most likely pronounced “Yahweh") and it
"is derived from the verb HAYAH, to be" (NASB, text note) to
which “l AM” is also related. Note that “I AM WHO | AM” (v. 14)
— or "l WILL BE WHAT | WILL BE” (v. 14 text note) — and its
shortened form “I AM" (v. 14) appear to express God's
unchanging nature, self-existence, self-determination and
omnipresence. In regard to the last aspect — God being ever-
present — God’'s name may well allude to his promise in v. 12
- "l will be with you."

Ex 6:3 Iappeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God
Almighty,s but by my name the Lorp 1 did not make myself
known to them. £

8 Hebrew EI Shaddai

Ex 33:19 And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass
before you and will proclaim before you my name ‘The LORD.”
And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will
show mercy on whom [ will show mercy. £
Some commentators see this verse as indicating that God's
name the “LORD" (v. 19a) points to his graciousness and
mercy (v. 19b; cf. Ex 34:6 {). If this is so, the usages of “I will”
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in the second sentence may well allude to the primary form
of God's name, "l AM".

Ex 34:5-7 The LoRD descended in the cloud and stood with
him there, and proclaimed the name of the LORD. The LORD
passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD, a God
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in
steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for
thousands,! forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but
who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of
the fathers on the children and the children’s children, to the
third and the fourth generation.” E

h Or to the thousandth generation

Similar to the previous reference from Exodus 33:19, the
characteristics listed immediately following “The LORD, the
LORD" may be elaborating on the meaning of “LORD".

Isa 42:8 [ am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no
other, nor my praise to carved idols. E

t Sometimes God’'s name is stated as “the LORD of hosts”:

Isa 47:4 Our Redeemer—the LORD of hosts is his name— is
the Holy One of Israel. 5

The phrase “the LORD of hosts is his name” occurs in 15 verses
in the ESV. It points to God's sovereign power over all things.

Pray for persecuted Christians
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54 2. God's Character

I. Holy Characteristics

A good understanding of God requires a balanced
understanding of his character, including the fundamental
attribute of holiness. To obtain such an understanding, we
must “take to heart” all aspects of his character. As well as
the many characteristics that we find consoling, we also need
to appreciate those that inspire godly fear.

a) Holiness

See also:

» /. God'’s Pre-Eminence, p. 28
= God'’s "name” is holy, p. 49

God'’s holiness involves his moral purity. It concerns God's
separateness from and his intolerance of that which is
morally impure. Holiness is basic to the other characteristics
that follow in the first half of this chapter.

Subsections

= God is holy

= There is nothing bad in God — and he cannot tolerate evil
= There is no one holy like God

= God shows himself to be holy by what he does

= Places where God dwells are also holy . ..

= ... and God only dwells with those who are holy

= Things of God are likewise holy

= Note: God and his ways are perfect

God is holy

Isa 6:3 And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy
is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!”2 2
a Or may his glory fill the whole earth

The threefold cry of “holy” (cf. Rev 4:8 1) emphasizes God's
perfect holiness.

Rev 4:8 And the four living creatures, each of them with six
wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and day and
night they never cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God
Almighty, who was and is and is to come!” 5

A

Lev 19:2 Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel
and say to them, You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am
holy. E

Ps111:9 He sent redemption to his people; he has
commanded his covenant forever. Holy and awesome is his
name! 2

Isa 43:15 [ am the LORD, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel,
your King. E

Similarly, in Habakkuk 1:12 the prophet calls God “my Holy
One".

John 17:11 And I am no longer in the world, but they are in
the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in
your name, which you have given me, that they may be one,
even as we are one. £

Rev 6:10 They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord,
holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our
blood on those who dwell on the earth?” £

There is nothing bad in God - and he cannot
tolerate evil

See also:

= ... and God only dwells with those who are holy, p. 57
... God does no wrong, p. 62

= Sin is hated by God, p. 365

» God turns away from those who persist in sin . . ., p. 1835

* ... God rejects them and thrusts them from his presence,
p. 1835

Ps 92:15 ...to declare that the LORD is upright; he is my rock,
and there is no unrighteousness in him.

Un 1:5 This is the message we have heard from him and
proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at
all.

As is often the case in the Bible, “light” here is a metaphor for
holiness and truth, while "darkness” represents evil and
falseness.

Deut 32:4b A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, just
and upright is he. 5

Ps 5:4 For you are not a God who delights in wickedness; evil
may not dwell with you. 2
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Ps 94:20 Can wicked rulers be allied with you, those who
frame injustice by statute? 2

The fact that God will not allow the wicked to be associated
with him illustrates that he cannot tolerate them.

Hab 1:13a You who are of purer eyes than to see evil and
cannot look at wrong ... &

Because God is holy he cannot do such things as stand evil
and tolerate wrongdoing.

Josh 24:19 But Joshua said to the people, “You are not able
to serve the LORD, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he
will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. £

God's holiness means that he will not tolerate apostasy —
“rebellion” (NIV®, NKJV, NLT; cf. CEV, NCV).

2Chr 19:7 Now then, let the fear of the LORD be upon you. Be
careful what you do, for there is no injustice with the LORD our
God, or partiality or taking bribes. E

God does no wrong and correspondingly he does not

“tolerate” (NLT, GNT) such things as “injustice... or partiality
or... bribes”.

% God cannot be tempted by evil:
James 1:13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being
tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he
himself tempts no one. g

In addition to the fact that God cannot be tempted by evil,

note that the last clause points out that neither does God
tempt anyone to do evil.

There is no one holy like God

1Sam 2:2 There is none holy like the LORD; there is none
besides you; there is no rock like our God.

Rev 15:4a Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify your name?
For you alone are holy.

Ex 15:11 Who is like you, O LoRD, among the gods? Who is like
you, majestic in holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing
wonders?

Rev 16:5 And I heard the angel in charge of the watersb say,
“Just are you, O Holy One, who is and who was, for you
brought these judgments. E

b Greek angel of the waters

This suggests that God is the "Holy One” — the only one who
is perfectly holy.

% There is no one good like God:

Mark 10:18b No one is good except God alone. E

Here “good” is a reference to perfection, including being
sinless.

God shows himself to be holy by what he does

See also:

= God’s judgment reveals his holiness, p. 437

» God'’s saving of his people shows God'’s holiness and
righteousness . . ., p. 925

Isa 5:15-16 Man is humbled, and each one is brought low, and
the eyes of the haughty* are brought low. 1°But the LORD of
hosts is exaltedq in justice, and the Holy God shows himself
holy in righteousness. E

¢ Hebrew high

d Hebrew high

God would show himself to be holy (v. 16) by his righteous
judgment on evil doers (v. 15).

Isa 29:23 [God:] For when he sees his children, the work of my
hands, in his midst, they will sanctify my name; they will
sanctify the Holy One of Jacob and will stand in awe of the God
of Israel. E
God's holiness would be recognized in his restoration of his
people, fulfilling his promises and proving his faithfulness
and righteousness. Consequently the people would
“sanctify” God, i.e. acknowledge his holiness and relate to
him accordingly.

Ezek 36:22-26 Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus
says the Lord Gob: It is not for your sake, O house of Israel,
that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which
you have profaned among the nations to which you came.
23And I will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has
been profaned among the nations, and which you have
profaned among them. And the nations will know that I am
the LoRrD, declares the Lord Gop, when through you I
vindicate my holiness before their eyes. %I will take you from
the nations and gather you from all the countries and bring
you into your own land. 251 will sprinkle clean water on you,
and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from
all your idols I will cleanse you. 2°And I will give you a new
heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove
the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.

God's name had been disgraced when Israel, his people, had
been conquered and dispersed throughout the nations.
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Israel’s rebellion — the reason for its exile — had also very
much contributed to the dishonoring of God. So God would
take action to demonstrate his holiness, by re-gathering and
cleansing his people (vv. 24-26; cf. Ezek 39:25, 27 1).

Ezek 39:25-27 Therefore thus says the Lord Gop: Now I will
restore the fortunes of Jacob and have mercy on the whole
house of Israel, and I will be jealous for my holy name. 26They
shall forget their shame and all the treachery they have
practiced against me, when they dwell securely in their land
with none to make them afraid, 2’when I have brought them
back from the peoples and gathered them from their enemies’
lands, and through them have vindicated my holiness in the
sight of many nations. E

Luke 1:46-49 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord,
47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, *8for he has looked
on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now on
all generations will call me blessed; **for he who is mighty has
done great things for me, and holy is his name. g

This may well be implying that God'’s holiness was apparent

in the great blessing he had bestowed upon his “humble...
servant” (v. 48), Mary.

Ps 18:25-26 With the merciful you show yourself merciful;
with the blameless man you show yourself blameless; 26with
the purified you show yourself pure; and with the crooked
you make yourself seem tortuous.

% God's way is holy:
Ps 77:13a Your way, O God, is holy.

Places where God dwells are also holy . ..

See also:
= Eph 2:21-22 &

Places must be holy for God in his holiness to dwell in them.
God is primarily spoken of as dwelling in: heaven; places
containing the Ark of the Covenant (cf. comment on Ex
26:33 1); and his people (as reflected in the following
subsection).

2Chr 30:27 Then the priests and the Levites arose and
blessed the people, and their voice was heard, and their
prayer came to his holy habitation in heaven. E

Isa 57:15 For thus says the One who is high and lifted up,
who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: “I dwell in the
high and holy place, and also with him who is of a contrite
and lowly spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to
revive the heart of the contrite. £

Zec 2:13 Besilent, all flesh, before the LORD, for he has roused
himself from his holy dwelling.

Ex 26:33 And you shall hang the veil from the clasps, and
bring the ark of the testimony in there within the veil. And
the veil shall separate for you the Holy Place from the Most
Holy. 2
The tabernacle, a tent-like structure, preceded the temple as
the centre of worship of God. In the tabernacle and later in
the temple was a section called “the Holy Place”, which had
an inner section called "the Most Holy” or "the Most Holy
Place”. In the latter was the Ark of the Covenant, which
signified God's very presence (cf. d) The Ark of the Covenant
and God's Presence, p. 340). It was the reason why the places
in which it was contained were deemed holy places. In fact,
even places where the Ark had been were considered holy:
“...the places to which the ark of the Lord has come are holy”
(2Chr 8:11).

Ps 65:4 Blessed is the one you choose and bring near, to
dwell in your courts! We shall be satisfied with the goodness
of your house, the holiness of your temple! £

Joel 3:17 Soyou shall know that I am the LoRD your God, who
dwells in Zion, my holy mountain. And Jerusalem shall be holy,
and strangers shall never again pass through it. 2

Just as the temple was holy because it contained the Ark of
the Covenant which signified God’'s presence, in turn
Jerusalem was considered holy as within it was the temple
and so God's presence. Note that “Zion”, God's "holy
mountain”, originally denoted the mountain or hill in
Jerusalem on which the temple was built. It was later used to
refer to the whole of Jerusalem.

Rev 21:2-3 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne
saying, “Behold, the dwelling place® of God is with man. He will
dwell with them, and they will be his people,f and God himself
will be with them as their God.8 E

¢ Or tabernacle

f Some manuscripts peoples

8 Some manuscripts omit as their God

The holy city known as the new Jerusalem (v. 2) is where God

will dwell, with his people (v. 3) throughout eternity.
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Ex 3:2-6 And the angel of the LoRD appeared to him in a
flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and
behold, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. 3And
Moses said, “I will turn aside to see this great sight, why the
bush is not burned.” *When the LORD saw that he turned
aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses,
Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5Then he said, “Do not come
near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place on which
you are standing is holy ground.” °®And he said, “I am the God
of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to
look at God.

God's presence in the burning bush meant that the ground

before it was holy.

. .. and God only dwells with those who are holy

See also:

= Because God is holy, his people must be holy — which
included avoiding uncleanness, p. 401

= Uncleanness would defile God's dwelling place amidst his
people —and so required isolation and cleansing, p. 405

» God turns away from those who persist in sin . . ., p. 1835

... God rejects them and thrusts them from his presence,
p. 1835

= The godly, blameless and pure are accepted by God and
Jesus Christ, p. 1874

Ezek 37:27-28 My dwelling place shall be with them, and |
will be their God, and they shall be my people. 26Then the
nations will know that I am the LORD who sanctifies Israel,
when my sanctuary is in their midst forevermore. E
The term “sanctify” basically means to make holy. This
passage and Ephesians 2:21-22 below demonstrate that God
dwells with those who are holy and it can be inferred from
these passages that he only dwells with those who are holy.

Eph 2:21-22 ...in whom the whole structure, being joined

together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. ?2In him you

also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by?

the Spirit. E
h Orin
Here the church, God's people, is described as “a holy
temple” (v. 21) — “a dwelling place for God" (v. 22).

Ps 15:1-2 O LorD, who shall sojourn in your tent? Who shall
dwell on your holy hill? 2He who walks blamelessly and does
what is right and speaks truth in his heart; ... 2

A

Verse 2 effectively describes one who is holy (cf. Ps 24:4 {;
Heb 10:22 ). As God only dwells with those who are holy,
only those who are holy can dwell with or approach him (cf.
Ps 24:3-4 1; Heb 10:19-22 1) — or see him (cf. Heb 12:14 ;
Matt 5:8 {).

Ps 24:3-4 Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? And who shall
stand in his holy place? *He who has clean hands and a pure
heart, who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does
not swear deceitfully. E

Heb 10:19-22 Therefore, brothers,i since we have confidence
to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 2°by the new and
living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that s,
through his flesh, 2'and since we have a great priest over the
house of God, #*let us draw near with a true heart in full
assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. £

i Or brothers and sisters

Heb 12:14  Strive for peace with everyone, and for the

holiness without which no one will see the Lord. £

Note that here "Lord” may be referring to God rather than to
Jesus Christ. The implication here and in Matthew 5:8
immediately below is that only those who are holy will see
God (and Jesus Christ) and dwell with him in the afterlife.

Matt 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

% The Israelite soldiers’ camps had to be kept holy so that
God would not turn away from them:

Deut 23:14 Because the LORD your God walks in the midst of
your camp, to deliver you and to give up your enemies before
you, therefore your camp must be holy, so that he may not see
anything indecent among you and turn away from you.

Things of God are likewise holy

See also:

= The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God . . ., p. 142
= God’s word is holy, righteous and good, p. 305
= Being God’s, the church is holy, p. 777

All things belong to God, but not all things are holy. However,
things that are his in a more exclusive or dedicated sense are
holy.

Luke 1:49 ... for he who is mighty has done great things for
me, and holy is his name. E

G - H - OT - NT - Subj


https://www.esv.org/Ex+3:2
https://www.esv.org/Ezek+37:27
https://www.esv.org/Eph+2:21
https://www.esv.org/Ps+15:1
https://www.esv.org/Ps+24:3
https://www.esv.org/Heb+10:19
https://www.esv.org/Heb+12:14
https://www.esv.org/Matt+5:8
https://www.esv.org/Deut+23:14
https://www.esv.org/Luke+1:49

58 2. God's Character

Isa 52:10 The LoRD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of
all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the
salvation of our God. E

God's “holy arm” denotes his “holy power” (GNT, NCV, NLT).

Ps 5:7 But [, through the abundance of your steadfast love,
will enter your house. I will bow down toward your holy
temple in the fear of you. 2
As shown earlier, heaven (cf. Ps 20:6 1) and God's temple are
holy due to his presence. They are holy also because they
belong to him.

Ps 20:6 Now I know that the LORD saves his anointed; he will
answer him from his holy heaven with the saving might of his
right hand. E

Ps 47:8 God reigns over the nations; God sits on his holy
throne. 2

Ps 77:13 Your way, O God, is holy. What god is great like our
God? B

Jer 23:9 Concerning the prophets: My heart is broken within
me; all my bones shake; I am like a drunken man, like a man
overcome by wine, because of the LORD and because of his
holy words. 2
Note that Jeremiah is speaking of being overcome by the
LoRrD and his holy words against the false prophets.

Dan 9:16 O Lord, according to all your righteous acts, let
your anger and your wrath turn away from your city
Jerusalem, your holy hill, because for our sins, and for the
iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and your people have
become a byword among all who are around us. £

Deut 7:6 For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The
LorD your God has chosen you to be a people for his
treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the

face of the earth. E

The people of God - "his treasured possession” — are holy.

Lev 6:25 Speakto Aaron and his sons, saying, This is the law
of the sin offering. In the place where the burnt offering is
killed shall the sin offering be killed before the LORD; it is most
holy.

Lev 27:9, 14-15, 28 If the vowl is an animal that may be
offered as an offering to the LoRD, all of it that he gives to the
LorDis holy. E ...*“When a man dedicates his house as a holy
gift to the LoRD, the priest shall value it as either good or bad;
as the priest values it, so it shall stand. 15And if the donor

A

wishes to redeem his house, he shall add a fifth to the
valuation price, and it shall be his. £ ... 28“But no devoted
thing that a man devotes to the LORD, of anything that he has,
whether man or beast, or of his inherited field, shall be sold
or redeemed; every devoted thing is most holy to the LORD.

J Hebrew it

Things given to God become holy. In the OT this included
things dedicated to him — which could be redeemed or
bought back (vv. 14b-15) — and particularly things devoted
to him (cf. text note) — which could not be redeemed, being
deemed “"most holy to the LORD” (v. 28).

% God’s Holy Spirit:
Ps 51:11 Cast me not away from your presence, and take not
your Holy Spirit from me. E

Note: God and his ways are perfect

See also:

= Ps77:13 &

Matt 5:48 You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly
Father is perfect. E
In Leviticus 19:2b God says: “You shall be holy, for | the LORD

your God am holy.” Jesus’ statement here is based on this,
with “perfect” being used in place of "holy”.

Ps 18:30 This God—his way is perfect;¥ the word of the LORD
proves true; he is a shield for all those who take refuge in
him. £

k Or blameless

Rom 12:2 Do not be conformed to this world,! but be
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you
may discern what is the will of God, what is good and
acceptable and perfect™ g

! Greek age
mQOr what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God

Deut 32:4 The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are
justice. A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, just and
upright is he. E

God's works being perfect reflect that his ways are perfect.
The same applies to his law being perfect, as stated in Psalms
19:7a below.

Job 37:16 Do you know the balancings® of the clouds, the
wondrous works of him who is perfect in knowledge, ... E

" Or hoverings
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Ps 19:7 The law of the LORD is perfect,® reviving the soul; the
testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; ... &

° Or blameless

Similarly, James refers to “the perfect law” (James 1:25).

Isa 55:8-9 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither
are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. °For as the
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than
your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. £

In keeping with his ways being perfect, God's ways are
infinitely better than our ways.

% God has excellence:

2Pet 1:3 His divine power has granted to us all things that
pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him
who called us toP his own glory and excellenced ... &

P Or by
a4 Or virtue

Pray for persecuted Christians

b) Righteousness and Justice

Subsections

= God is righteous

» God is just

= God's righteousness and justice are great — and everlasting
= God's ways are right and just . . .

= ... Examples of God's righteous and just ways

= All God does is right and just . . .

= ... God does no wrong

= God is truthful

= God does not show favoritism

= Note: God loves righteousness and justice

God is righteous
See also:

= Ps 89:14 &;Isa 5:16 ¢

Job 34:17 Shall one who hates justice govern? Will you
condemn him who is righteous and mighty, ... E

Ps 50:6 The heavens declare his righteousness, for God
himselfis judge! Selah E

The heavens are depicted as witnesses to God's
righteousness — possibly because they have been present
during his righteous acts as judge.

Ps 97:6 The heavens proclaim his righteousness, and all the
peoples see his glory. E

Ps 98:2 The LorD has made known his salvation; he has
revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. E

Ps 116:5 Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; our God is
merciful. 2

Ps 119:137 Righteous are you, O LOrD, and right are your
rules. £

Jer 12:1a Righteous are you, O LORD, when I complain to you;
yet I would plead my case before you.

John 17:25 O righteous Father, even though the world does
not know you, I know you, and these know that you have
sent me. 2

Ps 25:8 Good and upright is the LORD; therefore he instructs
sinners in the way. E

God is just

Ezra 9:15a O LORD, the God of Israel, you are just, for we are
left a remnant that has escaped, as it is today. 2

Isa 30:18b For the LORD is a God of justice; blessed are all
those who wait for him. &

Ps 9:7 But the LORD sits enthroned forever; he has
established his throne for justice, ... 2

Prov 29:26 Many seek the face of a ruler, but it is from the
LoRrD that a man gets justice. 2

Justice ultimately comes from God, who therefore should be
the focus of one's petitions for justice.
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Ps 89:14 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your
throne; steadfast love and faithfulness go before you. 5

Isa 5:16 But the LORD of hosts is exaltedr in justice, and the

Holy God shows himself holy in righteousness. £
r Hebrew high

Isa 28:5-6 In that day the LorD of hosts will be a crown of
glory,s and a diadem of beauty, to the remnant of his people,
6and a spirit of justice to him who sits in judgment, and
strength to those who turn back the battle at the gate. £

s The Hebrew words for glory and hosts sound alike

The first clause in v. 6 speaks of God leading judges to make
decisions justly (cf. GNT, NCV, NIrV, NLT).

Isa 51:4 Give attention to me, my people, and give ear to me,
my nation; for a lawt will go out from me, and I will set my

justice for a light to the peoples. E

t Or for teaching; also verse 7

The last clause suggests that God's justice will become a
"guiding light” (NIrV®) to the nations, possibly in part due to
the prevalence of God's aforementioned law. Additionally,
God's salvation (cf. v.5) may be in view as securing the
nations’ welfare, turning the darkness of their circumstances
to light.

Heb 6:10 For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work
and the love that you have shown for his name in serving the
saints, as you still do.

Gen 18:25 Far be it from you to do such a thing, to put the
righteous to death with the wicked, so that the righteous fare
as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all
the earth do what is just? £

Here Abraham points out that injustice is outside of the
sphere of God'’s actions.

% God guards the paths of justice:

Prov 2:7b-8 ... he is a shield to those who walk in integrity,
8guarding the paths of justice and watching over the way of
his saints. E

God'’s righteousness and justice are great — and
everlasting

Ps 36:6 Your righteousness is like the mountains of God; your
Jjudgments are like the great deep; man and beast you save, O
LORD.

The greatness of God's righteousness is paralleled with the
greatness of the awesome mountains that he has created.

Job 4:17 Can mortal man be in the right before® God? Can a
man be pure before his Maker? E

u Or more than; twice in this verse

Particularly if the rendering in the text note is taken (cf. NIV),
this indicates that God's righteousness surpasses that of all
others.

Job 37:23 The Almighty—we cannot find him; he is great in
power; justice and abundant righteousness he will not violate.

This indicates that God's righteousness — and justice (cf.
NKJV, NRSV) - is abundant.

Ps 48:10 As your name, O God, so your praise reaches to the
ends of the earth. Your right hand is filled with righteousness.

Ps 71:19a
heavens. E

Your righteousness, O God, reaches the high

Ps 111:3  Full of splendor and majesty is his work, and his
righteousness endures forever. E

Ps 119:142 Your righteousness is righteous forever, and your
law is true. E

Isa 51:6, 8 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the
earth beneath; for the heavens vanish like smoke, the earth
will wear out like a garment, and they who dwell in it will die
in like manner;¥ but my salvation will be forever, and my
righteousness will never be dismayed. g ... 8For the moth will
eat them up like a garment, and the worm will eat them like
wool; but my righteousness will be forever, and my salvation
to all generations. £

v Or will die like gnats

God'’s righteousness is associated with his salvation, for in
bringing salvation God is doing what is right (cf. NCV).

Zeph 3:5 The LorD within her is righteous; he does no
injustice; every morning he shows forth his justice; each dawn
he does not fail; but the unjust knows no shame. £
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God'’s ways are right and just . . .

See also:

» God'’s saving of his people shows God’s holiness and
righteousness . . ., p. 925

Hos 14:9 Whoever is wise, let him understand these things;
whoever is discerning, let him know them; for the ways of the
LorD are right, and the upright walk in them, but
transgressors stumble in them.

Rev 15:3 And they sing the song of Moses, the servant¥ of
God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, “Great and amazing
are your deeds, O Lord God the Almighty! Just and true are
your ways, O King of the nations!* g

W Greek bondservant

X Some manuscripts the ages

Ps 99:4b You have established equity; you have executed
Jjustice and righteousness in Jacob. £

Ps 85:10-13 Steadfast love and faithfulness meet;
righteousness and peace kiss each other. ''Faithfulness
springs up from the ground, and righteousness looks down
from the sky. ?Yes, the LorD will give what is good, and our
land will yield its increase. 3 Righteousness will go before him
and make his footsteps a way. 2

This attests to God's righteousness — along with his love and
faithfulness — in his dealings with his people.

Ps 103:6 The LORD works righteousness and justice for all who
are oppressed.

Ps 111:7-8 The works of his hands are faithful and just; all his
precepts are trustworthy; 8they are established forever and

ever, to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. E

At the start of v. 8, “they” may refer to God's works (v. 7a) —
the things he does — or alternatively his precepts (v. 7b).

Jer 9:24 ...but let him who boasts boast in this, that he
understands and knows me, that I am the LORD who practices
steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in
these things I delight, declares the LorD. £

. . . Examples of God’s righteous and just ways

See also:

= Ps85:12 &

Neh 9:8b And you have kept your promise, for you are
righteous. £

Ps 129:4 The LORD is righteous; he has cut the cords of the

wicked. E

Isa 28:17 And I will make justice the line, and righteousness
the plumb line; and hail will sweep away the refuge of lies, and
waters will overwhelm the shelter. E

God states that he will make justice and righteousness the
standards by which he will judge the evil doers in view here.

Isa 51:5 My righteousness draws near, my salvation has gone
out, and my arms will judge the peoples; the coastlands hope
for me, and for my arm they wait. £
"My righteousness draws near,” means that God will soon
show his righteousness by what he does - here in bringing
salvation and judgment/justice.

Luke 18:7-8a And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry
to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? 8] tell you,
he will give justice to them speedily. 2

Rom 3:25 ... [Jesus Christ] whom God put forward as a
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to
show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he
had passed over former sins. 2
In the NT “propitiation” means to turn away or appease the
wrath of God against sinners in their guilt. The second
sentence means that God's justice requires that sins be dealt
with — with the implication that sins committed under the old
covenant were not satisfactorily dealt with, and could not
remain as such. God dealt with them through Jesus Christ,
thus showing his righteousness.

1n 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive

us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. E

2Chr 12:5-6 Then Shemaiah the prophet came to Rehoboam
and to the princes of Judah, who had gathered at Jerusalem
because of Shishak, and said to them, “Thus says the LORD,
‘You abandoned me, so I have abandoned you to the hand of
Shishak.” Then the princes of Israel and the king humbled
themselves and said, “The LORD is righteous.” £

God is shown to be just even in his punishment of people (cf.
Neh 9:33 J).
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All God does is right and just . . .

See also:

= Deut 32:4b &

Deut 32:4a “The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways
are justice.

Ps 145:17 The LORD is righteous in all his ways and kind in all
his works. 5

Dan 4:37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and
honor the King of heaven, for all his works are right and his
ways are just; and those who walk in pride he is able to
humble. E

Dan 9:14, 16 Therefore the LORD has kept ready the calamity
and has brought it upon us, for the LoRD our God is righteous
in all the works that he has done, and we have not obeyed his
voice. E ...1%“0 Lord, according to all your righteous acts, let
your anger and your wrath turn away from your city
Jerusalem, your holy hill, because for our sins, and for the
iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and your people have
become a byword among all who are around us.
In v. 16a, “all your righteous acts” (cf. 1Sam 12:7 1) does not
necessarily mean that all of God's acts are righteous, but
particularly in light of v. 14 saying, “God is righteous in
everything he does”, it does suggest this.

Neh 9:33 Yet you have been righteous in all that has come
upon us, for you have dealt faithfully and we have acted
wickedly.

In all that God had caused to happen to the Israelites, he had
been just (cf. CEV, NLT).

1Sam 12:7 Now therefore stand still that I may plead with
you before the LORD concerning all the righteous deeds of the
LORD that he performed for you and for your fathers.

... God does no wrong
See also:

= There is nothing bad in God — and he cannot tolerate evil, p. 54

Deut 32:4b A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, just
and upright is he.

Zeph 3:5a The LorD within her is righteous; he does no
injustice ... £

Job 8:3 Does God pervert justice? Or does the Almighty
pervert the right? E

This implies that God definitely does not do such things.

Job 34:10, 12 Therefore, hear me, you men of
understanding: far be it from God that he should do
wickedness, and from the Almighty that he should do wrong.
E ... 120f a truth, God will not do wickedly, and the Almighty
will not pervert justice. E

2Chr 19:7 Now then, let the fear of the LORD be upon you. Be
careful what you do, for there is no injustice with the LORD our
God, or partiality or taking bribes. E
God "will have no part in” (NASB) nor “tolerate” (NLT, GNT)
such things as “injustice... or partiality or... bribes”.

% It is impossible for God to do wrong:

Heb 6:18 ... so that by two unchangeable things, in which it
is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might
have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set
before us. 2

This illustrates that it is impossible for God to do wrong, for
him to do anything incompatible with his holiness.

God is truthful

See also:

= Heb 6:18 &

» God does not lie nor change his mind — he keeps his
promises, p. 65

= God's word is true . . ., p. 306

Isa 45:19, 23 1did not speak in secret, in a land of darkness;
I did not say to the offspring of Jacob, ‘Seek me in vain.’v I the
LORD speak the truth; I declare what is right. £ ... 23By myself
[ have sworn; from my mouth has gone out in righteousness a
word that shall not return: ‘To me every knee shall bow,
every tongue shall swear allegiance.”” £

Y Hebrew in emptiness

z Septuagint every tongue shall confess to God

1Ki 17:24 And the woman said to Elijah, “Now I know that
you are a man of God, and that the word of the LORD in your
mouth is truth.” g

Ps 43:3 Send out your light and your truth; let them lead me;
let them bring me to your holy hill and to your dwelling! £

(i
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The use here of “truth” quite possibly alludes to God's
promises to his people and his faithfulness to his promises.

Isa 65:16 So that he who blesses himself in the land shall

bless himself by the God of truth, and he who takes an oath

in the land shall swear by the God of truth; because the

former troubles are forgotten and are hidden from my eyes.
As “the God of truth” God will fulfill his promises and will
carry out what he has stated he will do. This verse appears to
imply that when all this has come to fruition, God's
truthfulness in fulfilling his word will be reflected by people
who invoke a blessing or take an oath doing so by “the God
of truth”, in order to emphasize the truthfulness of what they
have said. (cf. BBC)

John 3:33 Whoever receives his testimony sets his seal to

this, that God is true. 2
In saying that God is “true” (cf. 7:28) Jesus could well be
implying that God is truthful (cf. CEV, GNT, NIV). Alternatively,
he may be meaning that God is real — the true God - and/or
that God is faithful. Note that Jesus refers here to his
testimony of what he had seen and heard from God (cf.
w. 31-32).

Rom 3:4 By no means! Let God be true though every one were

a liar, as it is written, “That you may be justified in your words,

and prevail when you are judged.” E
God will remain true and faithful (cf. v. 3) even if or when
every person is false. The contrast with men being liars
implies that God is always truthful. Paul may be using the
subsequent quotation to show that God is justified in what
he says and does (in particular in his judgments) or possibly
that he is faithful to his word, carrying out threatened
judgment for sin.

God does not show favoritism

See also:

= God does not show favoritism in his judgment, p. 429

Deut 10:17 For the LoRD your God is God of gods and Lord of
lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who is not
partial and takes no bribe. 2

Acts 10:34-35 So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I
understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every nation
anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to

him. E

Rom 2:11 For God shows no partiality. 2

A

Gal 2:6 And from those who seemed to be influential (what
they were makes no difference to me; God shows no
partiality)—those, 1 say, who seemed influential added
nothing to me. E

Eph 6:9 Masters, do the same to them, and stop your
threatening, knowing that he who is both their Master2 and
yours is in heaven, and that there is no partiality with him.

a Greek Lord

Job 34:17b-19 Will you condemn him who is righteous and
mighty, 18who says to a king, ‘Worthless one,” and to nobles,
‘Wicked man,” “who shows no partiality to princes, nor
regards the rich more than the poor, for they are all the work
of his hands? g

Note: God loves righteousness and justice

Ps 33:5 He loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of
the steadfast love of the LORD. E

Ps 37:28 For the LoRD loves justice; he will not forsake his
saints. They are preserved forever, but the children of the
wicked shall be cut off. £

Ps 11:7 For the LORD is righteous; he loves righteous deeds;
the upright shall behold his face. E

Ps 99:4a The King in his might loves justiceb B
b Or The might of the King loves justice

Isa 61:8 ForIthe LORD love justice; | hate robbery and wrong;¢
[ will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make
an everlasting covenant with them. g

¢ Or robbery with a burnt offering

Jer 9:24 ...but let him who boasts boast in this, that he
understands and knows me, that I am the LoRD who
practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the
earth. For in these things I delight, declares the LORD. E

Prov 11:1 A false balance is an abomination to the LORD, but
a just weight is his delight.

% God is displeased when there is no justice:

Isa 59:14-15 Justice is turned back, and righteousness stands
far away; for truth has stumbled in the public squares, and
uprightness cannot enter. 5Truth is lacking, and he who
departs from evil makes himself a prey. The LORD saw it, and
it displeased himd that there was no justice. 2

H -~ OT - NT - Subj


https://www.esv.org/Isa+65:16
https://www.esv.org/John+3:33
https://www.esv.org/Rom+3:4
https://www.esv.org/Deut+10:17
https://www.esv.org/Acts+10:34
https://www.esv.org/Rom+2:11
https://www.esv.org/Gal+2:6
https://www.esv.org/Eph+6:9
https://www.esv.org/Job+34:17
https://www.esv.org/Ps+33:5
https://www.esv.org/Ps+37:28
https://www.esv.org/Ps+11:7
https://www.esv.org/Ps+99:4
https://www.esv.org/Isa+61:8
https://www.esv.org/Jer+9:24
https://www.esv.org/Prov+11:1
https://www.esv.org/Isa+59:14

64 2. God's Character

d Hebrew and it was evil in his eyes

Pray for persecuted Christians

c) Faithfulness

See also:

» d) God Is Faithful to His People, p. 820

Subsections

= God is faithful

= God's faithfulness is great

= God's faithfulness lasts forever
= God never forsakes

= God does not lie nor change his mind — he keeps his
promises

God is faithful

Deut 7:9 Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, the
faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those
who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand
generations, ... 8

2Cor 1:18 Assurely as God is faithful, our word to you has not
been Yes and No. E

Heb 10:23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope
without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. £

1Pet 4:19 Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s
will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.

Ps 40:10 I have not hidden your deliverance within my
heart; I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation;
I have not concealed your steadfast love and your
faithfulness from the great congregation. E

Ps 89:8, 14 O LorD God of hosts, who is mighty as you are, O
Lorp, with your faithfulness all around you?

4Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your
throne; steadfast love and faithfulness go before you. E

Ps 89:24 My faithfulness and my steadfast love shall be with
him, and in my name shall his horn be exalted.

Ps 111:7-8 The works of his hands are faithful and just; all his

precepts are trustworthy; 8they are established forever and

ever, to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness. E
Verse 7a means that God is “faithful and right in everything
he does” (NIrV®; cf. CEV, GNT, NCV, NLT). As noted earlier,
“they” (v. 8) may refer to God's works (v. 7a) — i.e. the things
he had done in saving and caring for Israel — or to his
precepts (v. 7b).

Isa 25:1 O LoRD, you are my God; [ will exalt you; I will praise
your name, for you have done wonderful things, plans formed
of old, faithful and sure. g

% God is true:

Rev 6:10 They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord,
holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our
blood on those who dwell on the earth?” §

As noted earlier regarding John 3:33, the description of God
as being “true” could have in view one or more of the
following: God is faithful; God is truthful (cf. CEV, GNT);
and/or God is real, the true God.

God’s faithfulness is great

See also:

= Ps 89:8 &

Ps 36:5 Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens,

your faithfulness to the clouds.

Ps 86:15 But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and
faithfulness. E

Lam 3:22-23 The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases;®
his mercies never come to an end; 23they are new every
morning; great is your faithfulness. E

e Syriac, Targum; Hebrew Because of the steadfast love of
the LorD, we are not cut off
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Gen 32:10 I am not worthy of the least of all the deeds of
steadfast love and all the faithfulness that you have shown to
your servant, for with only my staff [ crossed this Jordan, and
now I have become two camps.

Ps 25:10 All the paths of the LORrD are steadfast love and
faithfulness, for those who keep his covenant and his
testimonies.

The great extent of his faithfulness is reflected in the fact that
God is faithful in all he does (cf. Ps 3:4 {; Ps 111:7 ).

Ps 33:4 For the word of the LORD is upright, and all his work

is done in faithfulness. £

God'’s faithfulness lasts forever

See also:

» God faithfully maintains his covenants with his people
forever, p. 824

Ps 100:5 For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures
forever, and his faithfulness to all generations. £

Ps 117:2 For great is his steadfast love toward us, and the
faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. Praise the LORD! £

Ps 146:6 ... who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that
is in them, who keeps faith forever; ... £

Ps 119:90 Your faithfulness endures to all generations; you
have established the earth, and it stands fast. £

Ps 89:2 For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up forever; in
the heavens you will establish your faithfulness.” £
This appears to be implying that God'’s faithfulness is “as

enduring as the heavens” (NLT; cf. CEV, GNT, NCV) — i.e. that
it is “unchangeable and perpetual” (AMP).

Ps 89:30-33 If his children forsake my law and do not walk
according to my rules,f 31if they violate my statutes and do
not keep my commandments, 3?then I will punish their
transgression with the rod and their iniquity with stripes,
33but I will not remove from him my steadfast love or be false
to my faithfulness. E

f Or my just decrees

Jer 31:3 ... the LOoRD appeared to hime from far away. I have
loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have continued
my faithfulness to you. 2

8 Septuagint; Hebrew me

God never forsakes

Josh 1:5 No man shall be able to stand before you all the days
of your life. Just as [ was with Moses, so I will be with you. I
will not leave you or forsake you.

Ps 9:10 And those who know your name put their trust in
you, for you, O LORD, have not forsaken those who seek you. E

Ps 37:28 For the LORD loves justice; he will not forsake his
saints. They are preserved forever, but the children of the
wicked shall be cut off. E

Ps 94:14 For the LorD will not forsake his people; he will not
abandon his heritage; ... E

Isa 42:16 And I will lead the blind in a way that they do not
know, in paths that they have not known I will guide them. I
will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough
places into level ground. These are the things I do, and I do
not forsake them. 2

Jer 51:5 For Israel and Judah have not been forsaken by their
God, the LoRD of hosts, but the land of the Chaldeansh is full
of guilt against the Holy One of Israel. £

h Hebrew their land

1Chr 28:20 Then David said to Solomon his son, “Be strong
and courageous and do it. Do not be afraid and do not be
dismayed, for the LORD God, even my God, is with you. He will
not leave you or forsake you, until all the work for the service
of the house of the LORD is finished. E

David promised Solomon that God would not fail or forsake
him throughout all the work in building the temple.

% God does not fail his people:

Zeph 3:5 The LorD within her is righteous; he does no
injustice; every morning he shows forth his justice; each
dawn he does not fail; but the unjust knows no shame.

The reference appears to be in particular to God not failing
to bring forth his justice.

God does not lie nor change his mind - he keeps
his promises

See also:

= God is truthful, p. 62
= God does not change his purposes and plans . . ., p. 268
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= ... though God may have reason to alter something he did
— or relent from something he proposed, p. 269

= So, God was faithful to his covenants and promises with
Abraham and Israel, p. 351

» God fulfills his promises through Jesus Christ . . ., p. 532
» God faithfully keeps his promises to his people, p. 823

Num 23:19 God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man,
that he should change his mind. Has he said, and will he not do
it? Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it? E

1Sam 15:29 And also the Glory of Israel will not lie or have
regret, for he is not a man, that he should have regret. E

Titus 1:2 ... 1in hope of eternal life, which God, who never lies,
promised before the ages begant ... 2

I Greek before times eternal

Although not specifically stated, this and 2 Samuel 7:28

immediately below imply that God, “who never lies”, will keep
the promises referred to.

2Sam 7:28 And now, O Lord Gob, you are God, and your
words are true, and you have promised this good thing to your
servant. g

Ps 89:35 Once for all | have sworn by my holiness; I will not
lie to David. £

Ps 145:13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your
dominion endures throughout all generations. [The LORD is
faithful in all his words and kind in all his works.]i E

i These two lines are supplied by one Hebrew manuscript,
Septuagint, Syriac (compare Dead Sea Scroll)

Isa 31:2 And yet he is wise and brings disaster; he does not
call back his words, but will arise against the house of the
evildoers and against the helpers of those who work
iniquity.

As well as keeping promises regarding blessings, God does

not change his mind and take back his words regarding
promised judgments (cf. Jer 4:28 {).

Jer 4:28 “For this the earth shall mourn, and the heavens
above be dark; for I have spoken; I have purposed; I have not
relented, nor will I turn back.” 2

Heb 6:17-18 So when God desired to show more convincingly
to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his
purpose, he guaranteed it with an oath, 8so that by two
unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie,

A

we who have fled for refuge might have strong
encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us.

God’'s promise and oath (v.17) are "two unchangeable
things, in which it is impossible for God to lie".

Heb 10:23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope
without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.

% The Lord is not slow to keep his promises:

2Pet 3:8-9 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that
with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand
years as one day. °The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as
some count slowness, but is patient toward youX not
wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach

repentance. £

k Some manuscripts on your account

Pray for persecuted Christians

d) Anger

Although we usually view anger in a negative light, this is not
how the Bible depicts God’s anger, or wrath. God's anger is
always justified and righteous, consistent with his holiness.
Moreover, it arises in response to that which is contrary to his
holiness. Unlike human anger, God’'s anger is never
uncontrolled, wayward or spasmodic — and is tempered by
his mercy, notably where his own people are concerned.

Subsections

= God's anger and its consequences are awesome . . .

= ... This has been and will be evident upon all nations and
the whole earth

= God'’s anger cannot be quenched

= God's anger cannot be withstood

= God is slow to anger and often holds it back

= God does not stay angry

= God's anger arises in response to sin and disobedience
= God's anger arises in response to people forsaking him

= Other things that arouse God's anger
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God'’s anger and its consequences are awesome.. ..

Ps 18:7-8, 15 Then the earth reeled and rocked; the
foundations also of the mountains trembled and quaked,
because he was angry. 8Smoke went up from his nostrils,! and
devouring fire from his mouth; glowing coals flamed forth
from him. E ... 5Then the channels of the sea were seen, and
the foundations of the world were laid bare at your rebuke, O
LORD, at the blast of the breath of your nostrils. 2

! Or in his wrath

Verse 8 poetically portrays God's readiness to potently
express his anger (cf. text note), consuming his enemies.
Verse 15 may have in view God's devastation of the Egyptian
army at the Red Sea.

Ps 90:7, 11 For we are brought to an end by your anger; by
your wrath we are dismayed. g ... '1Who considers the power
of your anger, and your wrath according to the fear of you? g

Isa 5:25 Therefore the anger of the LORD was kindled against
his people, and he stretched out his hand against them and
struck them, and the mountains quaked; and their corpses
were as refuse in the midst of the streets. For all this his anger
has not turned away, and his hand is stretched out still. 2

The LORD'S anger burned against his people because they
had rejected his law and spurned his word (cf. v. 24).

Isa 9:19 Through the wrath of the LORD of hosts the land is
scorched, and the people are like fuel for the fire; no one spares
another. g

Jer 21:5-6 | myself will fight against you with outstretched
hand and strong arm, in anger and in fury and in great wrath.
6And I will strike down the inhabitants of this city, both man
and beast. They shall die of a great pestilence. 2

Jer 33:4-5 For thus says the LORD, the God of Israel,
concerning the houses of this city and the houses of the kings
of Judah that were torn down to make a defense against the
siege mounds and against the sword: They are coming in to
fight against the Chaldeans and to fill them™ with the dead
bodies of men whom [ shall strike down in my anger and my
wrath, for I have hidden my face from this city because of all
their evil. §

mThat is, the torn-down houses

The Hebrew in parts is not clear, but it is clear that there

would be numerous dead bodies of men struck down due to
God's anger and wrath.

Jer 25:38 Like a lion he has left his lair, for their land has
become a waste because of the sword of the oppressor, and
because of his fierce anger. E

Jer 50:25-26 The LORD has opened his armory and brought
out the weapons of his wrath, for the Lord GobD of hosts has a
work to do in the land of the Chaldeans. 26Come against her
from every quarter; open her granaries; pile her up like heaps
of grain, and devote her to destruction; let nothing be left of
her. E

Lam 2:1-4 How the Lord in his anger has set the daughter of
Zion under a cloud! He has cast down from heaven to earth the
splendor of Israel; he has not remembered his footstool in the
day of his anger. 2The Lord has swallowed up without mercy
all the habitations of Jacob; in his wrath he has broken down
the strongholds of the daughter of Judah; he has brought down
to the ground in dishonor the kingdom and its rulers. 3He has
cut down in fierce anger all the might of Israel; he has
withdrawn from them his right hand in the face of the enemy;
he has burned like a flaming fire in Jacob, consuming all
around. *He has bent his bow like an enemy, with his right
hand set like a foe; and he has killed all who were delightful in
our eyes in the tent of the daughter of Zion; he has poured out
his fury like fire. E

Ezek 13:13 Therefore thus says the Lord Gob: I will make a
stormy wind break out in my wrath, and there shall be a
deluge of rain in my anger, and great hailstones in wrath to
make a full end. E

Rev 14:9-10 And another angel, a third, followed them,
saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the beast and
itsimage and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand,
he also will drink the wine of God’s wrath, poured full
strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be tormented
with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in
the presence of the Lamb. E

... This has been and will be evident upon all
nations and the whole earth

See also:

= .. The devastation of the heavens and earth in association
with God'’s judgment of the wicked, p. 727

More so than the surrounding subsections, metaphorical or
figurative language features prominently in this subsection.
There are also a number of references that are generally
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understood to be eschatological (e.g. Isa 34:2-3; 63:3, 6;
66:15-16; Zeph 3:8; Rev 14:17-20).

Deut 32:22 For a fire is kindled by my anger, and it burns to
the depths of Sheol, devours the earth and its increase, and sets
on fire the foundations of the mountains. E

Isa 13:9, 13 Behold, the day of the LORD comes, cruel, with
wrath and fierce anger, to make the land a desolation and to
destroy its sinners from it. § ... 13Therefore I will make the
heavens tremble, and the earth will be shaken out of its place,
at the wrath of the LORD of hosts in the day of his fierce anger.

Isa 30:27-28, 30 Behold, the name of the LORD comes from
afar, burning with his anger, and in thick rising smoke;™ his
lips are full of fury, and his tongue is like a devouring fire; 28his
breath is like an overflowing stream that reaches up to the
neck; to sift the nations with the sieve of destruction, and to
place on the jaws of the peoples a bridle that leads astray. 2
... 3And the LoRD will cause his majestic voice to be heard and
the descending blow of his arm to be seen, in furious anger and
a flame of devouring fire, with a cloudburst and storm and
hailstones. E

n Hebrew in weight of uplifted clouds

The final illustration in v. 28 implies that God leads the
nations “off to their destruction” (NLT, cf. CEV).

Isa 34:2-3 For the LORD is enraged against all the nations, and
furious against all their host; he has devoted them to
destruction,® has given them over for slaughter. 3Their slain
shall be cast out, and the stench of their corpses shall rise; the
mountains shall flow with their blood. £

°© That is, set apart (devoted) as an offering to the Lord (for
destruction); also verse 5

Isa 63:3, 6 “I have trodden the winepress alone, and from the
peoples no one was with me; I trod them in my anger and
trampled them in my wrath; their lifebloodP spattered on my
garments, and stained all my apparel. 2 ... °I trampled down
the peoples in my anger; I made them drunk in my wrath, and
I poured out their lifeblood on the earth.” 2

P Or their juice; also verse 6

Isa 66:15-16 For behold, the LorD will come in fire, and his
chariots like the whirlwind, to render his anger in fury, and his
rebuke with flames of fire. 1°For by fire will the LORD enter into
judgment, and by his sword, with all flesh; and those slain by
the LORD shall be many. E

Jer 4:23-26 [ looked on the earth, and behold, it was without
form and void; and to the heavens, and they had no light. 4]
looked on the mountains, and behold, they were quaking, and
all the hills moved to and fro. 251 looked, and behold, there was
no man, and all the birds of the air had fled. ¢ looked, and
behold, the fruitful land was a desert, and all its cities were
laid in ruins before the LORD, before his fierce anger. E

Jer 25:15-16 Thus the LoRD, the God of Israel, said to me:
“Take from my hand this cup of the wine of wrath, and make
all the nations to whom I send you drink it. 1°They shall drink
and stagger and be crazed because of the sword that I am
sending among them.”

Ezek 38:18-20 But on that day, the day that Gog shall come
against the land of Israel, declares the Lord Gob, my wrath will
be roused in my anger. *°For in my jealousy and in my blazing
wrath I declare, On that day there shall be a great earthquake
in the land of Israel. 2°The fish of the sea and the birds of the
heavens and the beasts of the field and all creeping things that
creep on the ground, and all the people who are on the face of
the earth, shall quake at my presence. And the mountains shall
be thrown down, and the cliffs shall fall, and every wall shall
tumble to the ground. 2

The final statement — in view of the preceding one — may well

be referring to the effect on the whole earth rather than just

in Israel.

Hab 3:12  You marched through the earth in fury; you
threshed the nations in anger. E

Zeph 3:8 “Therefore wait for me,” declares the LoRD, “for the
day when I rise up to seize the prey. For my decision is to
gather nations, to assemble kingdoms, to pour out upon them
my indignation, all my burning anger; for in the fire of my
jealousy all the earth shall be consumed. £

Rev 14:17-20 Then another angel came out of the temple in
heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. 18And another angel
came out from the altar, the angel who has authority over
the fire, and he called with a loud voice to the one who had
the sharp sickle, “Put in your sickle and gather the clusters
from the vine of the earth, for its grapes are ripe.” °So the
angel swung his sickle across the earth and gathered the
grape harvest of the earth and threw it into the great
winepress of the wrath of God. 2°And the winepress was
trodden outside the city, and blood flowed from the winepress,
as high as a horse’s bridle, for 1,600 stadia.9 £

4 About 184 miles; a stadion was about 607 feet or 185
meters
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This is quite possibly speaking of the final judgment,
although some suggest that end-time judgments preceding
Jesus Christ's return may be in view.

% God regularly feels indignation:

Ps7:11 God is a righteous judge, and a God who feels
indignation every day. =

God'’s anger cannot be quenched

2Ki 22:17 Because they have forsaken me and have made
offerings to other gods, that they might provoke me to anger
with all the work of their hands, therefore my wrath will be
kindled against this place, and it will not be quenched. E

Jer 7:20 Therefore thus says the Lord Gob: behold, my anger
and my wrath will be poured out on this place, upon man and
beast, upon the trees of the field and the fruit of the ground;
it will burn and not be quenched. 2

Jer 21:12 O house of David! Thus says the LorD: “Execute
justice in the morning, and deliver from the hand of the
oppressor him who has been robbed, lest my wrath go forth
like fire, and burn with none to quench it, because of your evil
deeds.” §

Jer 17:4 You shall loosen your hand from your heritage that
I gave to you, and I will make you serve your enemies in a
land that you do not know, for in my anger a fire is kindled
that shall burn forever. 2

Note that "burn forever” may be hyperbole, indicating that

God's anger would burn against Judah until that generation
had been destroyed.

God'’s anger cannot be withstood

See also:

= .. and irresistible [characteristics of God's Judicial
Retribution], p. 446

Jer 10:10 But the LORD is the true God; he is the living God
and the everlasting King. At his wrath the earth quakes, and
the nations cannot endure his indignation. 2

Nah 1:5-6 The mountains quake before him; the hills melt;
the earth heaves before him, the world and all who dwell in
it. *Who can stand before his indignation? Who can endure the
heat of his anger? His wrath is poured out like fire, and the
rocks are broken into pieces by him. £

A

The final statement reinforces the implication of the
preceding rhetorical questions, i.e. God's anger cannot be
withstood or endured.

Rev 6:15-17 Then the kings of the earth and the great ones
and the generals and the rich and the powerful, and
everyone, slaver and free, hid themselves in the caves and
among the rocks of the mountains, 'écalling to the mountains
and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who
is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, 17for
the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?” £

r Or servant; Greek bondservant

Ps 76:7 But you, you are to be feared! Who can stand before
you when once your anger is roused? £

Joel 2:11 The LORD utters his voice before his army, for his
camp is exceedingly great; he who executes his word is
powerful. For the day of the LORD is great and very awesome;
who can endure it? E

This speaks of the day of God's judgment, with the
manifestation of his wrath.

Lam 2:22 You summoned as if to a festival day my terrors
on every side, and on the day of the anger of the LORD no one
escaped or survived; those whom I held and raised my enemy
destroyed. £

% God's anger does not relent until he fully accomplishes
his purposes:

Jer 23:20 The anger of the LORD will not turn back until he has
executed and accomplished the intents of his heart. In the
latter days you will understand it clearly. E

God is slow to anger and often holds it back

Ex 34:6-7 The LoORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The
LoRD, the LoRD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger,
and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 7keeping
steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the
guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and
the children’s children, to the third and the fourth
generation.” g

s Or to the thousandth generation

This description of God is often quoted in some form

throughout the OT (cf. Num 14:18 1; Nah 1:3 1). The phrase

"slow to anger” occurs nine times in the ESV. Note that v. 7b
appears to mean that the ongoing effects of severe
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punishment would still be felt by future generations. Some
commentators think that it also alludes to the sin itself
filtering through to later generations, and so being
accompanied by appropriate punishment — although this
would not apply to any repentant children.

Num 14:18 ‘The LorD is slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love, forgiving iniquity and transgression, but he
will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the
fathers on the children, to the third and the fourth
generation.” E

Nah 1:3 The LORD is slow to anger and great in power, and
the LorRD will by no means clear the guilty. His way is in
whirlwind and storm, and the clouds are the dust of his feet.

Ps 78:38 Yet he, being compassionate, atoned for their
iniquity and did not destroy them; he restrained his anger
often and did not stir up all his wrath. 2
The latter part of the verse suggests that, in accordance with
restraining or holding back his anger, God is generally
reluctant to express it to its full extent.

Isa 48:9 For my name’s sake I defer my anger, for the sake of
my praise I restrain it for you, that I may not cut you off.

Here “defer” may have the sense of “restrain” (NKJV, NRSV;
cf. NLT).

Hos 11:8-9 How can I give you up, O Ephraim? How can I
hand you over, O Israel? How can I make you like Admah?
How can I treat you like Zeboiim? My heart recoils within
me; my compassion grows warm and tender. °I will not
execute my burning anger; 1 will not again destroy Ephraim;
for I am God and not a man, the Holy One in your midst, and
I will not come in wrath.t

t Or into the city

% God is always acting justly when he expresses his wrath:

Rom 3:5-6 But if our unrighteousness serves to show the
righteousness of God, what shall we say? That God is
unrighteous to inflict wrath on us? (I speak in a human way.)
6By no means! For then how could God judge the world? 2

God does not stay angry

Ps 103:9-10 He will not always chide, nor will he keep his
anger forever. 1"He does not deal with us according to our
sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities. &

Note that v. 10 suggests that God's people do not suffer the
full extent of God's anger.

Ps 30:5 For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for
a lifetime." Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes
with the morning. £

U Or and in his favor is life

Expressions of God's anger are only temporary. In contrast to

his continual, lifelong kindness (cf. Isa 54:8 {), they last only
“a moment” (cf. Isa 54:8 1).

Ps 85:3 You withdrew all your wrath; you turned from your
hot anger. g

Isa 12:1 You" will say in that day: “I will give thanks to you, O
Lorbp, for though you were angry with me, your anger turned
away, that you might comfort me. £

v The Hebrew for you is singular in verse 1

Isa 26:20 Come, my people, enter your chambers, and shut
your doors behind you; hide yourselves for a little while until
the fury has passed by. 2

The reference is to God's fury.

Isa 54:8 In overflowing anger for a moment I hid my face from
you, but with everlasting love I will have compassion on
you,” says the LORD, your Redeemer.

Isa 57:16 For I will not contend forever, nor will I always be
angry; for the spirit would grow faint before me, and the
breath of life that I made. £

Mic 7:18 Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and
passing over transgression for the remnant of his
inheritance? He does not retain his anger forever, because he
delights in steadfast love. =

God’'s anger arises in response to sin and
disobedience

See also:

= God’s jealousy arises in response to his people’s sin, p. 86

= God'’s jealousy arises particularly in response to
unfaithfulness, p. 86

= Sin makes one subject to God's wrath, p. 379

» God's wrath against sinners is manifested in punishment,
p. 380
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1Ki 16:2 Since I exalted you out of the dust and made you
leader over my people Israel, and you have walked in the
way of Jeroboam and have made my people Israel to sin,
provoking me to anger with their sins, ... 2

2Ki 17:11b, 17-18 And they did wicked things, provoking the
LORD to anger, & ... Y7And they burned their sons and their
daughters as offerings¥ and used divination and omens and
sold themselves to do evil in the sight of the LORD, provoking
him to anger. 8Therefore the LORD was very angry with Israel
and removed them out of his sight. None was left but the
tribe of Judah only. B

W Or made their sons and their daughters pass through the

fire

2Ki 22:13 “Go, inquire of the LORD for me, and for the people,
and for all Judah, concerning the words of this book that has
been found. For great is the wrath of the LORD that is kindled
against us, because our fathers have not obeyed the words of
this book, to do according to all that is written concerning
us.” E

Isa 5:24-25a Therefore, as the tongue of fire devours the
stubble, and as dry grass sinks down in the flame, so their
root will be as rottenness, and their blossom go up like dust;
for they have rejected the law of the LORD of hosts, and have
despised the word of the Holy One of Israel. 25Therefore the
anger of the LORD was kindled against his people, and he
stretched out his hand against them and struck them, and
the mountains quaked; and their corpses were as refuse in
the midst of the streets. E

Isa 42:24-25 Who gave up Jacob to the looter, and Israel to
the plunderers? Was it not the LORD, against whom we have
sinned, in whose ways they would not walk, and whose law
they would not obey? 2550 he poured on him the heat of his
anger and the might of battle; it set him on fire all around,
but he did not understand; it burned him up, but he did not
take it to heart. 2

Isa 57:17 Because of the iniquity of his unjust gain I was angry,
I struck him; I hid my face and was angry, but he went on
backsliding in the way of his own heart. £

Isa 64:5 You meet him who joyfully works righteousness,
those who remember you in your ways. Behold, you were
angry, and we sinned; in our sins we have been a long time,
and shall we be saved?x

X Or in your ways is continuance, that we might be saved

God's anger was due to the people’s sin.

Mic 5:15 And in anger and wrath I will execute vengeance on
the nations that did not obey. E

Mic 7:9 [ will bear the indignation of the LORD because I have
sinned against him, until he pleads my cause and executes
judgment for me. He will bring me out to the light; I shall look
upon his vindication. E

Rom 2:5 But because of your hard and impenitent heart you
are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when
God'’s righteous judgment will be revealed. E

Those who stubbornly do not repentant of sin and

disobedience will experience the ultimate expression of
God'’s wrath on the final judgment day.

Eph 5:5-6 For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is
sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an
idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and
God. ¢Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because
of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of
disobedience. E

The phrase "because of these things” is here referring to the
sinful characteristics listed in v. 5, rather than the “empty
words” (v. 6) that excuse them (although it is applicable to
the latter).

Heb 3:8-10, 17  ..do not harden your hearts as in the
rebellion, on the day of testing in the wilderness, °where your
fathers put me to the test and saw my works for forty years.
0Therefore I was provoked with that generation, and said,
‘They always go astray in their heart; they have not known my
ways.” E ... 177And with whom was he provoked for forty years?
Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the
wilderness? E
Verses 8-9 speak of the people hardening themselves and
rebelling against God, testing his patience. As such they went
astray from God's ways (v. 10), and so sinned (v. 17). The final
clause inv. 10 refers to a willful ignorance of God's ways; they
had not “understood” (NCV™, cf. CEV) them, although they
had had ample opportunity. The result of the people's
sinfulness was that God “was provoked” to anger.
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God's anger arises in response to people forsaking
him

See also:

= God's jealousy arises particularly in response to
unfaithfulness, p. 86

Deut 29:24-26 ... all the nations will say, ‘Why has the LorD
done thus to this land? What caused the heat of this great
anger?’ 25Then people will say, ‘It is because they abandoned
the covenant of the LORD, the God of their fathers, which he
made with them when he brought them out of the land of
Egypt, 2°and went and served other gods and worshiped them,
gods whom they had not known and whom he had not allotted
to them. E

Judg 2:12-14a, 19-20a And they abandoned the LORD, the God
of their fathers, who had brought them out of the land of
Egypt. They went after other gods, from among the gods of the
peoples who were around them, and bowed down to them. And
they provoked the LORD to anger. 13They abandoned the LORD
and served the Baals and the Ashtaroth. *So the anger of the
LorD was kindled against Israel, and he gave them over to
plunderers, who plundered them. E ... 1°But whenever the
judge died, they turned back and were more corrupt than
their fathers, going after other gods, serving them and bowing
down to them. They did not drop any of their practices or their
stubborn ways. 2°So the anger of the LORD was kindled against
Israel, ... 2

Judg 10:6-7 The people of Israel again did what was evil in
the sight of the LORD and served the Baals and the Ashtaroth,
the gods of Syria, the gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab, the
gods of the Ammonites, and the gods of the Philistines. And
they forsook the LORD and did not serve him. 7So the anger of
the LorRD was kindled against Israel, and he sold them into the
hand of the Philistines and into the hand of the
Ammonites, ...

1Ki 11:9 And the LorRD was angry with Solomon, because his
heart had turned away from the LORD, the God of Israel, who

had appeared to him twice ... E

Ezra 8:22b “The hand of our God is for good on all who seek
him, and the power of his wrath is against all who forsake
him.”

% God's anger arises in response to acts of unfaithfulness
to him:

Josh 7:1 But the people of Israel broke faith in regard to the
devoted things, for Achan the son of Carmi, son of Zabdji, son
of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of the devoted
things. And the anger of the LORD burned against the people of

Israel. E
Although it would appear to be not as serious as being
unfaithful to the point of actually turning away from God (as
in the above passages), acting unfaithfully to God in regard
to any matter can arouse his anger, as was the case here.

Other things that arouse God’s anger

Num 11:1 And the people complained in the hearing of the
LORD about their misfortunes, and when the LORD heard it, his
anger was kindled, and the fire of the LORD burned among
them and consumed some outlying parts of the camp.

Num 32:10-11 And the LORD’s anger was kindled on that day,
and he swore, saying, 11‘Surely none of the men who came
up out of Egypt, from twenty years old and upward, shall see
the land that I swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to
Jacob, because they have not wholly followed me, ... E

2Chr 36:16 But they kept mocking the messengers of God,
despising his words and scoffing at his prophets, until the
wrath of the LORD rose against his people, until there was no
remedy. £

Ps 2:2, 5 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers
take counsel together, against the LORD and against his
Anointed, saying, 2 ... >Then he will speak to them in his
wrath, and terrify them in his fury, saying, ... £

Those who oppose God face his anger.

Ps 78:21-22 Therefore, when the LORD heard, he was full of
wrath; a fire was kindled against Jacob; his anger rose against
Israel, 22because they did not believe in God and did not trust
his saving power. 2

Rom 2:8 ...but for those who are self-seekingy and do not
obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath
and fury. g

Y Or contentious
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% God's wrath remains on whoever disobeys Jesus Christ: those who do not believe and disobey the Son remain under
John 3:36  Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; It.
whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath
of God remains on him. 2
Because of their sin every person is under God's wrath. Those Pray for persecuted Christians
who believe in Jesus Christ are saved from God’s wrath, but
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Il. Loving Characteristics

God's love is one of the two primary characteristics from
which his other personal characteristics emanate, the other
primary one being his holiness. Comprehending and
persistently being mindful of God's love and his associated
characteristics provides great encouragement for believers.

a) Love

See also:

= ¢) God Loves His People, p. 814

Subsections

= God is love — as epitomized in him giving his only Son, to
save us

= God's love is great
= God's love is steadfast

= God's love lasts forever

God is love - as epitomized in him giving his only
Son, to save us

1Jn 4:7-10, 16 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is
from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows
God.8Anyone who does not love does not know God, because
God is love. °In this the love of God was made manifest among
us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might
live through him. *°In this is love, not that we have loved God
but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for
our sins. E ... 1°So we have come to know and to believe the
love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in
love abides in God, and God abides in him. £
The phrase "God is love” (vv. 8, 16) implies that God's nature
is fundamentally love, rather than that love is simply a
characteristic of God. It is also indicative of God being the
sole source of love; love does not exist apart from him. This
correlation of God with love is further reflected: by the fact
that “love is from God" (v. 7); and in that one who loves “has
been born of God and knows God"” (v. 7) and “abides in God,
and God abides in him" (v. 16).

John 3:16 For God so loved the world,? that he gave his only
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life.

a Or For this is how God loved the world

Rom 5:7-8 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—
though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to
die— 8but God shows his love for us in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us. E

Titus 3:4-5 Butwhen the goodness and loving kindness of God
our Savior appeared, She saved us, not because of works done
by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by
the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy
Spirit, ... 2
God's goodness and loving kindness “appeared” (v. 4) in the
coming of Jesus Christ, in whom God's goodness and loving
kindness were manifested — in particular by God saving us
(v. 5a) through him, and by the Holy Spirit.

Eph 2:4-5 Butb God, being rich in mercy, because of the great
love with which he loved us, >even when we were dead in our
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you
have been saved— £

b Or And

Because of his great love for us, God has saved us by grace
through Jesus Christ.

Eph 1:4b-5 In love She predestined us* for adoption as sons
through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, ...

¢ Or before him in love, having predestined us

In essence this speaks of God in his love saving his people by
adopting them as his children through Jesus Christ.

% He is “the God of love":

2Cor 13:11 Finally, brothers,4 rejoice. Aim for restoration,
comfort one another,® agree with one another, live in peace;
and the God of love and peace will be with you.

d Or brothers and sisters
e Or listen to my appeal

God’s love is great

See also:
= Eph 2.4-5 &
» God loves his people greatly, p. 815

H -~ OT - NT - Subj


https://www.esv.org/1Jn+4:7
https://www.esv.org/1Jn+4:16
https://www.esv.org/John+3:16
https://www.esv.org/Rom+5:7
https://www.esv.org/Titus+3:4
https://www.esv.org/Eph+2:4
https://www.esv.org/Eph+1:4
https://www.esv.org/2Cor+13:11

2.1l. Loving Characteristics 75

Ps 103:11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so
great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; ... 2

Ps 108:4 For your steadfast love is great above the heavens;
your faithfulness reaches to the clouds. &
In addition to 103:11 above, other references to the extent of
God’s great love being comparable to the height of the
heavens include: "Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the
heavens..." (36:5a); and “For your steadfast love is great to
the heavens...” (57:10a).

Ex 34:6-7a The LORD passed before him and proclaimed,
“The Lorp, the LorD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to
anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness,
"keeping steadfast love for thousands,f forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin ... E

f Or to the thousandth generation

Ps 145:8 The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger
and abounding in steadfast love. B

Ps 5:7a But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love,
will enter your house. £
Despite the current threat, David was confident that because

of God's steadfast love he would again be able to go into
God's presence (with the tabernacle probably in view).

Isa 63:7 [ will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, the
praises of the LORD, according to all that the LORD has granted
us, and the great goodness to the house of Israel that he has
granted them according to his compassion, according to the

abundance of his steadfast love. £

Jer 32:18a You show steadfast love to thousands ... E

Ps 33:5 He loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full
of the steadfast love of the LORD. £

Similarly Psalms 19:64a says: “The earth, O LORD, is full of your
steadfast love...” One aspect of the greatness of God's love is
that it is seen all over the world, as evidenced by his care of
his creatures and all creation.

Matt 5:44-45 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray
for those who persecute you, *>so that you may be sons of
your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the
evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the
unjust. =
By loving our enemies (v. 44) we are to be like God, who
shows love to all people (v.45b). This illustrates the
magnitude and greatness of God's love.

1Jn 3:1a See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that
we should be called children of God; and so we are.

The greatness of God's love is seen in such blessings to his
people.

God’s love is steadfast

Ps 17:7 Wondrously showe your steadfast love, O Savior of
those who seek refuge from their adversaries at your right
hand. E

8 Or Distinguish me by

Ps 32:10 Many are the sorrows of the wicked, but steadfast
love surrounds the one who trusts in the LORD. £

Ps 36:7 How precious is your steadfast love, O God! The
children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of your
wings. g

Ps 62:11-12a Once God has spoken; twice have I heard this:
that power belongs to God, 12and that to you, O Lord, belongs
steadfast love. E

The opening phrases appear to be a literary technique
designed to emphasize that which follows. Their meaning
may be that God has spoken of the following and the
psalmist has heard of this more than once (cf. NASB, NCV,
NKJV, NLT, NRSV).

Ps 63:3 Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips
will praise you. E

Ps 69:16 Answer me, O LORD, for your steadfast love is good;
according to your abundant mercy, turn to me. E

Isa 55:3 Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your
soul may live; and I will make with you an everlasting
covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David.

Jer 9:24 ...but let him who boasts boast in this, that he
understands and knows me, that I am the LORD who practices
steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in
these things I delight, declares the LORD. E

Mic 7:18b He does not retain his anger forever, because he
delights in steadfast love.
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God’'s love lasts forever

See also:

= [sa 55:3 1
= God'’s love is with his people forever, p. 816

Ps 89:2 For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up forever; in
the heavens you will establish your faithfulness.” E

The reference is to God's covenant with David, in which God's
steadfast love will be maintained forever (cf. Ps 89:28 {).

Ps 89:28 My steadfast love I will keep for him forever, and my
covenant will stand firm" for him. 5

h Or will remain faithful

Ps 103:17-18 But the steadfast love of the LORD is from
everlasting to everlasting on those who fear him, and his
righteousness to children’s children, 18to those who keep his
covenant and remember to do his commandments. £

Ps 100:5 For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures
forever, and his faithfulness to all generations. &

Ps 118:1-4, 29 Oh give thanks to the LoRD, for he is good; for
his steadfast love endures forever! ZLet Israel say, “His
steadfast love endures forever.” 3Let the house of Aaron say,
“His steadfast love endures forever.” *Let those who fear the
LORD say, “His steadfast love endures forever.” £ ... 2°0h give
thanks to the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love
endures forever! 2

Lam 3:22 The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases;! his
mercies never come to an end; ... 2

I Syriac, Targum; Hebrew Because of the steadfast love of
the LorD, we are not cut off

Ps 25:6 Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast
love, for they have been from of old.

(I

God’s steadfast love and mercy have always existed.
Moreover, the verse appears to imply that they will always
continue.

% Nothing can separate us from God’s love:

Rom 8:38-39 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor
angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor
powers, 3°nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord. £

Pray for persecuted Christians

b) Mercy

Subsections

= God is merciful

= God's mercy is great and never ending

= Along with being merciful, God is gracious
» God is compassionate

= Due to his mercy, graciousness and compassion: God is
long-suffering; . . .

= ...and God is forgiving

= Note: God is patient — allowing people to repent

God is merciful

Ps 116:5b God is merciful. E

Deut 4:31 For the LorRD your God is a merciful God. He will not
leave you or destroy you or forget the covenant with your
fathers that he swore to them.

Jer 3:12 Go, and proclaim these words toward the north, and
say, “‘Return, faithless Israel, declares the LoRD. I will not
look on you in anger, for I am merciful, declares the LORD; |
will not be angry forever. £

Luke 6:36 Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. £

Ps 18:25 With the merciful you show yourself merciful; with
the blameless man you show yourself blameless; ...

Ps 40:11 As for you, O LORD, you will not restrain your mercy
from me; your steadfast love and your faithfulness will ever
preserve me! £

Ps 103:4 ... who redeems your life from the pit, who crowns
you with steadfast love and mercy, ... 2

Hos 14:3b In you the orphan finds mercy. 2

Rom 11:30-32 For just as you were at one time disobedient
to God but now have received mercy because of their
disobedience, 3!so they too have now been disobedient in

G - H - OT - NT - Subj


https://www.esv.org/Ps+89:2
https://www.esv.org/Ps+89:28
https://www.esv.org/Ps+103:17
https://www.esv.org/Ps+100:5
https://www.esv.org/Ps+118:1
https://www.esv.org/Ps+118:29
https://www.esv.org/Lam+3:22
https://www.esv.org/Ps+25:6
https://www.esv.org/Rom+8:38
https://www.esv.org/Ps+116:5
https://www.esv.org/Deut+4:31
https://www.esv.org/Jer+3:12
https://www.esv.org/Luke+6:36
https://www.esv.org/Ps+18:25
https://www.esv.org/Ps+40:11
https://www.esv.org/Ps+103:4
https://www.esv.org/Hos+14:3
https://www.esv.org/Rom+11:30

2.1l. Loving Characteristics 77

order that by the mercy shown to you they also may nowi
receive mercy. 32For God has consigned all to disobedience,
that he may have mercy on all.

J Some manuscripts omit now

Note that v. 32 is not generally interpreted to mean that God
made all people become disobedient, but rather that “God
has imprisoned all people in their own disobedience” (NLT,
cf. CEV). For further comment on these verses see Despite
Israel’s current state — which has benefited the Gentiles — Israel
will be saved, p. 636.

2Cor 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, ... §
The description of God as “the Father of mercies” may simply
be speaking of him as being very merciful, or more
specifically as being the source of all mercy (cf. NLT), in
keeping with the subsequent description of him as the God
of “all comfort”.

Phil 2:27 Indeed he was ill, near to death. But God had mercy
on him, and not only on him but on me also, lest I should have
SOIrOwW upon sorrow. £

God’s mercy is great and never ending

2Sam 24:14 Then David said to Gad, “I am in great distress.
Let us fall into the hand of the LoRD, for his mercy is great; but
let me not fall into the hand of man.” E

Ps 119:156 Great is your mercy, O LORD; give me life according
to your rules. £

Luke 1:57-58 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth,
and she bore a son. 58And her neighbors and relatives heard
that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced
with her. E

Elizabeth had been barren (cf. v. 7), hence God had shown
her great mercy in enabling her to conceive.

1Pet 1:3-4 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be
born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead, *to an inheritance that is imperishable,
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, ... &

Eph 2:4-5 Butk God, being rich in mercy, because of the great
love with which he loved us, Seven when we were dead in our
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you
have been saved— £

k Or And

Lam 3:22 The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases;! his
mercies never come to an end; ... 2
! Syriac, Targum; Hebrew Because of the steadfast love of
the LorD, we are not cut off

God's “mercies” are his acts for his people that are prompted
by and manifest his mercy.

Ps 23:6 Surely™ goodness and mercy® shall follow me all the
days of my life, and I shall dwell° in the house of the LorD
forever.r g

mQr Only

n Or steadfast love

° Or shall return to dwell

P Hebrew for length of days

Ps 25:6 Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast
love, for they have been from of old. E

The last clause indicates that God's mercy and love have been
expressed since time began.

Luke 1:50, 54-55 And his mercy is for those who fear him from
generation to generation. E ... >*He has helped his servant
Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, >as he spoke to our
fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever. E

In keeping with v. 50, vv. 54-55 speak of God being merciful
to his people forever.

% God is merciful toward all:

Ps 145:9 The LoRD is good to all, and his mercy is over all that
he has made. E

Along with being merciful, God is gracious

See also:

» e) God Shows Grace to His People, p. 825

Ex 34:6 The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The
LorD, the LorD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger,
and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, ... E

Ps111:4 He has caused his wondrous works to be
remembered; the LORD is gracious and merciful. E

Ps 116:5 Gracious is the LorD, and righteous; our God is
merciful. E

Isa 30:18 Therefore the LORD waits to be gracious to you, and
therefore he exalts himself to show mercy to you. For the LORD
is a God of justice; blessed are all those who wait for him. E

G - H - OT - NT - Subj


https://www.esv.org/2Cor+1:3
https://www.esv.org/Phil+2:27
https://www.esv.org/2Sam+24:14
https://www.esv.org/Ps+119:156
https://www.esv.org/Luke+1:57
https://www.esv.org/1Pet+1:3
https://www.esv.org/Eph+2:4
https://www.esv.org/Lam+3:22
https://www.esv.org/Ps+23:6
https://www.esv.org/Ps+25:6
https://www.esv.org/Luke+1:50
https://www.esv.org/Luke+1:54
https://www.esv.org/Ps+145:9
https://www.esv.org/Ex+34:6
https://www.esv.org/Ps+111:4
https://www.esv.org/Ps+116:5
https://www.esv.org/Isa+30:18

78 2. God's Character

Gen 33:11 Please accept my blessing that is brought to you,
because God has dealt graciously with me, and because [ have
enough.” Thus he urged him, and he took it. B

Ps 119:132 Turn to me and be gracious to me, as is your way
with those who love your name.

Ps 67:1-2 May God be gracious to us and bless us and make
his face to shine upon us, Selah 2that your way may be known
on earth, your saving power among all nations. §

This implies that God's graciousness to his people brings his
blessing and kindness to them (v. 1), making known his ways
and saving power to all people (v. 2).

Ex 33:19b And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious,
and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. g

This shows that the expressing of his mercy and graciousness
is God's prerogative. The fact that God chooses whom to be
gracious and have mercy on does not mean that he is unfair
in not showing such graciousness and mercy to others. His
expression of graciousness and mercy is consistent with his
righteousness.

God is compassionate

James 5:11 Behold, we consider those blessed who remained
steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and
you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is
compassionate and merciful. E

Ex 22:27 ...for thatis his only covering, and it is his cloak for
his body; in what else shall he sleep? And if he cries to me, I
will hear, for I am compassionate. 2

Ps 103:13-14 As a father shows compassion to his children, so
the LORD shows compassion to those who fear him. *For he
knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust. £

1 Or knows how we are formed

Ps 135:14 For the LorD will vindicate his people and have
compassion on his servants. E

Isa 49:13 Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; break
forth, O mountains, into singing! For the LoRD has comforted
his people and will have compassion on his afflicted. E

Isa 54:7-8 For a brief moment I deserted you, but with great
compassion I will gather you. 8In overflowing anger for a
moment [ hid my face from you, but with everlasting love I
will have compassion on you,” says the LORD, your Redeemer.

Isa 63:7, 9 I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, the
praises of the LORD, according to all that the LORD has granted
us, and the great goodness to the house of Israel that he has
granted them according to his compassion, according to the
abundance of his steadfast love. & ... °In all their affliction he
was afflicted,r and the angel of his presence saved them; in
his love and in his pity he redeemed them; he lifted them up
and carried them all the days of old. £

 Or he did not afflict

Verse 9 speaks of both God's empathy (v. 9a) — which is not

unrelated to his compassion — and his “pity” (v. 9b), a term

akin to compassion.

Hos 11:8 How can I give you up, O Ephraim? How can I hand
you over, O Israel? How can I make you like Admah? How can
I treat you like Zeboiim? My heart recoils within me; my
compassion grows warm and tender. 2

Luke 15:20 And he arose and came to his father. But while
he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt
compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. £

In the parable of the prodigal son, the father is identified with
God. As such, this illustrates God's compassion.

Due to his mercy, graciousness and compassion:
God is long-suffering; . . .

See also:

= Ps78:38 {
= God is slow to anger and often holds it back, p. 69

Neh 9:17-19, 26-31 They refused to obey and were not
mindful of the wonders that you performed among them, but
they stiffened their neck and appointed a leader to return to
their slavery in Egypt. But you are a God ready to forgive,
gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love, and did not forsake them. 18Even when they had
made for themselves a goldens calf and said, ‘This is your God
who brought you up out of Egypt,” and had committed great
blasphemies, “°you in your great mercies did not forsake them
in the wilderness. The pillar of cloud to lead them in the way
did not depart from them by day, nor the pillar of fire by
night to light for them the way by which they should go. &
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... 26“Nevertheless, they were disobedient and rebelled against

you and cast your law behind their back and killed your
prophets, who had warned them in order to turn them back
to you, and they committed great blasphemies. 2’Therefore
you gave them into the hand of their enemies, who made
them suffer. And in the time of their suffering they cried out
to you and you heard them from heaven, and according to
your great mercies you gave them saviors who saved them
from the hand of their enemies. 28But after they had rest they
did evil again before you, and you abandoned them to the
hand of their enemies, so that they had dominion over them.
Yet when they turned and cried to you, you heard from
heaven, and many times you delivered them according to your
mercies. 2°And you warned them in order to turn them back
to your law. Yet they acted presumptuously and did not obey
your commandments, but sinned against your rules, which if
a person does them, he shall live by them, and they turned a
stubborn shoulder and stiffened their neck and would not
obey. 3°Many years you bore with them and warned them by
your Spirit through your prophets. Yet they would not give
ear. Therefore you gave them into the hand of the peoples of
the lands. 31Nevertheless, in your great mercies you did not
make an end of them or forsake them, for you are a gracious
and merciful God. E

s Hebrew metal

2Ki13:23 But the LORD was gracious to them and had
compassion on them, and he turned toward them, because of
his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and would not
destroy them, nor has he cast them from his presence until
now.
Because of his graciousness and compassion God was long-
suffering regarding his people, unwilling to promptly execute
the punishments entailed in his covenant with them, allowing
them time to turn back to him (cf. NSB).

2Chr 36:15 The LORD, the God of their fathers, sent persistently
to them by his messengers, because he had compassion on his
people and on his dwelling place. £

Because of his compassion, God warned his people again and
again.

Jer 7:24-25 But they did not obey or incline their ear, but
walked in their own counsels and the stubbornness of their
evil hearts, and went backward and not forward. 25From the
day that your fathers came out of the land of Egypt to this day,
I have persistently sent all my servants the prophets to them,
day after day. E

This and the following reference do not specifically mention

God's compassion, mercy or graciousness — or like qualities

— but have been included here as further clear examples of
God being long-suffering.

Acts 13:18 And for about forty years he put up witht them in
the wilderness. E

t Some manuscripts he carried (compare Deuteronomy
1:31)

... and God is forgiving

See also:

= Neh 9:17 &
» d) God’s Response to Repentance, p. 1847

Ex 34:6-7 The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The
LoRD, the LoRD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger,
and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 7keeping
steadfast love for thousandst forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the
guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and
the children’s children, to the third and the fourth
generation.” £

U Or to the thousandth generation

Note that v. 7b shows that God’s grace is balanced: he does

punish the guilty, the effects of which are borne for a few
generations “of those who hate me” (20:5) (cf. ZBC).

Num 14:19-20 Please pardon the iniquity of this people,
according to the greatness of your steadfast love, just as you
have forgiven this people, from Egypt until now.” 2°Then the
LorD said, “ have pardoned, according to your word. §

Ps 51:1 Have mercy on meY O God, according to your
steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my
transgressions. 2

v Or Be gracious to me

Ps 78:38 Yet he, being compassionate, atoned for their
iniquity and did not destroy them; he restrained his anger
often and did not stir up all his wrath. 2

Ps 99:8 0O LorD our God, you answered them; you were a
forgiving God to them, but an avenger of their wrongdoings.

Ps 103:8-14 The LorD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger
and abounding in steadfast love. °He will not always chide,
nor will he keep his anger forever. 1°He does not deal with us
according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities.
HFor as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is
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his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 2as far as the
east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions
from us. 13As a father shows compassion to his children, so the
LORD shows compassion to those who fear him. 1*For he knows
our frame;" he remembers that we are dust. £

Y Or knows how we are formed

God's removal of our sins is here largely attributed to his

compassion (vv. 8, 13-14) and great love (vv. 8, 11-12; cf. Mic

7:18 1), with the latter term also translated as "mercy” (NKJV).
Note that v. 14 is is speaking of moral weakness.

Isa 55:7 ..let the wicked forsake his way, and the
unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD,
that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he
will abundantly pardon. E

Dan 9:9, 18b-19a To the Lord our God belong mercy and
forgiveness, for we have rebelled against him £ ... 18 ... For
we do not present our pleas before you because of our
righteousness, but because of your great mercy. 1°0 Lord,
hear; O Lord, forgive. O Lord, pay attention and act. &

Mic 7:18-19 Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and
passing over transgression for the remnant of his inheritance?
He does not retain his anger forever, because he delights in
steadfast love. 1°He will again have compassion on us; he will
tread our iniquities underfoot. You will cast all our* sins into
the depths of the sea. E

X Hebrew their

Jonah 3:10; 4:1-2, 11 When God saw what they did, how they
turned from their evil way, God relented of the disaster that he
had said he would do to them, and he did not do it. 2 *+1But it
displeased Jonah exceedingly,Y and he was angry. 2And he
prayed to the LORD and said, “O LORD, is not this what I said
when I was yet in my country? That is why I made haste to
flee to Tarshish; for I knew that you are a gracious God and
merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and
relenting from disaster. 2 ... 11[God:] And should not I pity
Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than 120,000
persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and

also much cattle?”
Y Hebrew it was exceedingly evil to Jonah
Jonah was angry (2:1) that God had decided to spare —
effectively forgive — the repentant city of Nineveh from his
judgment (3:10). God's decision reflected the fact that he is
"a gracious God and merciful” (2:2) who cares and has “pity”
or compassion toward all he has made (2:11; cf. Ps 145:9).

Luke 1:77-79 ...to give knowledge of salvation to his people
in the forgiveness of their sins, "8because of the tender mercy
of our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us? from on high
7%to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow
of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.

z Or when the sunrise shall dawn upon us; some
manuscripts since the sunrise has visited us

% A notable expression of God's grace to his sinful people:

Isa 57:17-18 Because of the iniquity of his unjust gain I was
angry, I struck him; I hid my face and was angry, but he went
on backsliding in the way of his own heart. 8] have seen his
ways, but I will heal him; I will lead him and restore comfort
to him and his mourners, ... 2

The contrite amongst God's wayward people (cf. v. 15) may
be primarily in view.

Note: God is patient — allowing people to repent

2Pet 3:9,15 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as
some count slowness, but is patient toward you,2 not wishing
that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.
£ ... 13And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as
our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the
wisdom given him, ... E

a Some manuscripts on your account

Here the “"Lord” most likely is referring to God, although Jesus

Christ may be in view. The “promise” (v.9) is that of Jesus

Christ's return (cf. v. 4) — and probably also encompasses the
other events of the day of the Lord (cf. vv. 7, 10).

Rom 2:4 Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and
forbearance and patience, not knowing that God’s kindness is
meant to lead you to repentance? g
Here “forbearance and patience” are associated with God's
kindness, and so appear to be linked with it in leading people
to repentance — “He has been very kind and patient, waiting
for you to change” (NCV™).

1Pet 3:20 ... becauseb they formerly did not obey, when God’s
patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being
prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were
brought safely through water. E

b Or when

This appears to be referring to God waiting patiently for the
wicked of Noah's day to repent (cf. CEV, NCV, NIrV).

Neh 9:30a Many years you bore with them and warned them
by your Spirit through your prophets. 2
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In his patience over many years, God admonished the people
through his prophets, exhorting them to repent.

Isa 30:15, 18 For thus said the Lord Gop, the Holy One of
Israel, “In returningc and rest you shall be saved; in quietness
and in trust shall be your strength.” But you were unwilling,
... 18Therefore the LORD waits to be gracious to you, and
therefore he exalts himself to show mercy to you. For the
LORD is a God of justice; blessed are all those who wait for
him. §

¢ Or repentance

God “waits” (v. 18) — indicative of his patience — longing for

his people’s repentance (v. 15).

Jer 15:15 O LoRD, you know; remember me and visit me, and
take vengeance for me on my persecutors. In your
forbearance take me not away; know that for your sake I
bear reproach. £
The reference may be to God's “forbearance” or patience
with Jeremiah's enemies rather than to with Jeremiah himself
(cf. AMP, CEV, GNT, NCV). Note that God's “forbearance” (cf.
Rom 2:4 1) is also referred to in Romans 3:25, for which some
translations use “patience” (CEV, GNT, NCV) — “...in his divine
forbearance he had passed over former sins”.

% God has great patience:

Rom 9:22 What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to
make known his power, has endured with much patience
vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, ... 2

For comment on the phrase “prepared for destruction”, see
the comment on Rom 9:10-24 — under Note: God’s mercy and
people’s destiny, p. 764.

Pray for persecuted Christians

c) Benevolence

See also:
= e) Epilogue: God's Vast Blessing of His People, p. 1287

God's benevolence encompasses his goodness, kindness and
generosity — as the following subsections indicate. However,
it should be noted that “goodness” and “kindness” are quite
general concepts and as such pertain to other character traits
as well (cf. introductory comment below in God is good...).

Subsections

= God is good

= God shows great goodness
= God exercises kindness

= God is generous

* God gives good gifts . . .

= ... God is the ultimate source of all gifts

God is good

See also:
» God'’s goodness [reasons for which to exalt God], p. 1274

When the Bible says that God is good, arguably there are two
concepts in view. God is good in that he is: (a) morally
upright; and (b) generous and kind towards his people (and
all his creatures). The first concept reflects God'’s holiness
(and so is pertinent to the first half of this chapter). The latter
concept is plainly indicative of his benevolence. It is more
predominant in the following subsection, while both
concepts are apparent in this subsection. The two concepts
themselves are by no means unrelated, as God's upright
character produces his generous and kind actions.

Ps 119:68 You are good and do good; teach me your statutes.

Ps 25:7-8 Remember not the sins of my youth or my
transgressions; according to your steadfast love remember
me, for the sake of your goodness, O LorD! 8Good and upright
is the LORD; therefore he instructs sinners in the way.

Ps 34:8 Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! Blessed is the
man who takes refuge in him!

Ps 69:16 Answer me, O LORD, for your steadfast love is good;
according to your abundant mercy, turn to me.

Ps 73:1 Truly God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in
heart. 2

Ps 86:5 For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, abounding
in steadfast love to all who call upon you. E

Ps 100:5 For the LORD is good; his steadfast love endures
forever, and his faithfulness to all generations. E

Ps 107:1 Oh give thanks to the LoRrb, for he is good, for his
steadfast love endures forever! £
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Very similar statements occur some ten times in the OT (cf.
Ps 100:5 1) — though not always with the first clause, "Give
thanks to the LORD...".

Ps 27:13 [ believed that I shall look upon the goodness of the
LORD in the land of the living!

d Other Hebrew manuscripts Oh! Had I not believed

Despite his foes, David is confident he will see the evidence
of God'’s goodness in his lifetime.

Acts 14:17 Yet he did not leave himself without witness, for
he did good by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful
seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness. 2

Titus 3:4-5 But when the goodness and loving kindness of God
our Savior appeared, She saved us, not because of works done
by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by
the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy
Spirit, ...
God's goodness and loving kindness was manifested in him
saving us through Jesus Christ.

Ex 33:19 And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass
before you and will proclaim before you my name ‘“The LoRrD.’
And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will
show mercy on whom I will show mercy. 2

"

Bear in mind that this is not speaking of God’s “goodness” in
reference to his benevolence nor simply his uprightness. The
LORD'S statement is in response to Moses' request to be
shown his glory. Thus “splendor” (GNT) and “glory” (CEV)
have also been used to express the Hebrew rendered here as
“goodness”. The phrase “all my goodness” really refers to his
divine nature as a whole.

Neh 2:8b And the king granted me what I asked, for the good
hand of my God was upon me. £

God shows great goodness

See also:

» God gives good gifts . .., p. 84

Neh 9:25 And they captured fortified cities and a rich land,
and took possession of houses full of all good things, cisterns
already hewn, vineyards, olive orchards and fruit trees in
abundance. So they ate and were filled and became fat and
delighted themselves in your great goodness. £

Isa 63:7 [ will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, the
praises of the LORD, according to all that the LORD has granted
us, and the great goodness to the house of Israel that he has
granted them according to his compassion, according to the
abundance of his steadfast love. E

Ps 31:19 Oh, how abundant is your goodness, which you have
stored up for those who fear you and worked for those who
take refuge in you, in the sight of the children of mankind! E

Ps 145:7 They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant

goodness and shall sing aloud of your righteousness. E

Ex 18:9 And Jethro rejoiced for all the good that the LorRD had
done to Israel, in that he had delivered them out of the hand

of the Egyptians. £

Josh 21:45 Not one word of all the good promises that the
LorD had made to the house of Israel had failed; all came to
pass. E

Jer 33:9 And this citye shall be to me a name of joy, a praise
and a glory before all the nations of the earth who shall hear
of all the good that I do for them. They shall fear and tremble
because of all the good and all the prosperity I provide for it.

¢ Hebrew And it

Ezra 8:22 For I was ashamed to ask the king for a band of
soldiers and horsemen to protect us against the enemy on
our way, since we had told the king, “The hand of our God is
for good on all who seek him, and the power of his wrath is
against all who forsake him.” £

God is good to all (cf. Ps 145:9 1) who seek him.

Ps 145:9 The LoRD is good to all, and his mercy is over all that
he has made. 2

Ps 23:6 Surelyf goodness and mercy® shall follow me all the
days of my life, and I shall dwell? in the house of the LORD
forever.i g

f Or Only

8 Or steadfast love

h Or shall return to dwell

I Hebrew for length of days

David speaks of God's goodness and love (cf. CEV, GNT, NCV,

NIrV, NLT) being with him all his life (cf. Jer 32:40 1).

Jer 32:40-41 1 will make with them an everlasting covenant,
that I will not turn away from doing good to them. And [ will
put the fear of me in their hearts, that they may not turn from
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me. 1] will rejoice in doing them good, and I will plant them
in this land in faithfulness, with all my heart and all my soul.

t Only God is truly good:
Mark 10:18b No one is good except God alone. 2

Here “good” refers to perfection, including being sinless.

God exercises kindness

2Sam 9:3a And the king said, “Is there not still someone of
the house of Saul, that I may show the kindness of God to
him?” 8

Ps 145:13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your
dominion endures throughout all generations. [The LORD is
faithful in all his words and kind in all his works.]} £

(I

i These two lines are supplied by one Hebrew manuscript,
Septuagint, Syriac (compare Dead Sea Scroll)

Hos 11:4 [ led them with cords of kindness,* with the bands of
love, and I became to them as one who eases the yoke on
their jaws, and I bent down to them and fed them. £

k Or humaneness; Hebrew man

Luke 6:35 But love your enemies, and do good, and lend,
expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great,
and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the
ungrateful and the evil.

Rom 2:4 Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and
forbearance and patience, not knowing that God’s kindness is
meant to lead you to repentance? E

The expression “the riches of his kindness” highlights that
God shows “great kindness” (GNT, NIrV).

Rom 11:22 Note then the kindness and the severity of God:
severity toward those who have fallen, but God’s kindness to
you, provided you continue in his kindness. Otherwise you too
will be cut off. £

Eph 2:6-7 ...and raised us up with him and seated us with
him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the
coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. E

Titus 3:4-5 But when the goodness and loving kindness of
God our Savior appeared, >he saved us, not because of works
done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy,
by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy
Spirit, ... £

Ruth 2:19-20 And her mother-in-law said to her, “Where did
you glean today? And where have you worked? Blessed be
the man who took notice of you.” So she told her mother-in-
law with whom she had worked and said, “The man’s name
with whom [ worked today is Boaz.” 2°And Naomi said to her
daughter-in-law, “May he be blessed by the LorD, whose
kindness has not forsaken the living or the dead!” Naomi also
said to her, “The man is a close relative of ours, one of our
redeemers.” £
In v. 20, "the dead” refers to either Ruth’s dead husband
(NLT) or Naomi's — or both. Redeemers (v.20) — “family
redeemers” (NLT) — had a responsibility to care for any needy
amongst their extended family. Coming into contact with one
gave real hope of provision for Ruth and Naomi, a sign that
God had not stopped showing his kindness to them and so
also in a sense to their dead husbands. Additionally, Naomi
could also have had in mind that the redeemer could
preserve the name of the dead father and son by marrying
Ruth.

God is generous

James 1:5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who
gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given
him. §
The phrase “without reproach” may be implying that God
“won't correct you for asking” (CEV) or possibly that God will
not use any fault in a person as a reason or excuse not to give
them what they have asked. In any case, the verse points to
the fact that God gives “ungrudgingly” (AMP, NRSV; cf. NLT).

Matt 20:8-15 And when evening came, the owner of the
vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them
their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.” °And
when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of
them received a denarius. 1°Now when those hired first
came, they thought they would receive more, but each of
them also received a denarius. *And on receiving it they
grumbled at the master of the house, ?saying, ‘These last
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us
who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching
heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you
no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? #Take
what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last
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worker as I give to you. >Am I not allowed to do what I
choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my
generosity?!
! Or is your eye bad because I am good?
God is generous and has the right to exercise his generosity
however he sees fit, irrespective of whether there is a
correlation with human evaluation. The workers who had
worked the longest were not unfairly treated, being paid the
agreed amount (cf. v.2); the owner of the vineyard
(representative of God) had simply shown great generosity
towards those who had worked less hours.

Rom 8:32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up

for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all

things? £
Given the context, this may well have our salvation primarily
in view; i.e. if God gave up his son to save us — the greatest
possible gift — surely he will give us everything else needed
to secure our salvation. However “all things” may also
encompass our inheritance that believers will receive on
entry into God's kingdom. Regardless, the verse illustrates
God's superlative generosity — as do the following passages.

Eph 1:7-8 In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his
grace, 8which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight ...

Titus 3:5-6 ... he saved us, not because of works done by us
in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the
washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,
éwhom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our
Savior, ... £

2Pet 1:3 His divine power has granted to us all things that
pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him
who called us to™ his own glory and excellence,® ... £

mQr by
" Or virtue

God gives good gifts . . .

See also:
= James 1:17 &
Matt 7:11 If you then, who are evil, know how to give good

gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is
in heaven give good things to those who ask him! 2

Ps 85:12 Yes, the LoRD will give what is good, and our land
will yield its increase. E

Deut 8:7-10 For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good
land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs,
flowing out in the valleys and hills, 8a land of wheat and
barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive
trees and honey, °a land in which you will eat bread without
scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, a land whose stones
are iron, and out of whose hills you can dig copper. 1°And you
shall eat and be full, and you shall bless the LorRD your God
for the good land he has given you. 2

Likewise 1:25b says, “It is a good land that the LORD our God

is giving us.”

Deut 26:11 And you shall rejoice in all the good that the LORD
your God has given to you and to your house, you, and the
Levite, and the sojourner who is among you. £

Josh 23:14 And now I am about to go the way of all the earth,
and you know in your hearts and souls, all of you, that not
one word has failed of all the good things® that the LORD your
God promised concerning you. All have come to pass for you;
not one of them has failed. 2

° Or words; also twice in verse 15

Not dissimilarly, 2 Peter 1:4 speaks of God having “given us
his very great and precious promises”.

2Sam 7:28 And now, O Lord GoD, you are God, and your
words are true, and you have promised this good thing to your
servant. E

Neh 9:20 You gave your good Spirit to instruct them and did
not withhold your manna from their mouth and gave them
water for their thirst. £

Ps 103:5 ... who satisfies you with good so that your youth is
renewed like the eagle’s. 2

Ps 107:9 For he satisfies the longing soul, and the hungry soul
he fills with good things. £

(I

2Cor 9:15 Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!

The “indescribable gift” refers to his gift of his own Son.

Heb 9:11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the
good things that have comeP then through the greater and
more perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this
creation) ... E

P Some manuscripts good things to come
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The “good things that have come” appear to be the good
blessings that God has already given to his people, which
have come to fruition through Jesus Christ.

. God is the ultimate source of all gifts

See also:

= Ultimately, God gives his people all things, p. 1291

James 1:17  Every good gift and every perfect gift is from
above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom
there is no variation or shadow due to change.1 g

9 Some manuscripts variation due to a shadow of turning

John 3:27 John answered, “A person cannot receive even one
thing unless it is given him from heaven.

Acts 17:25 ... nor is he served by human hands, as though he
needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life
and breath and everything. E

Rom 11:35-36 “Or who has given a gift to him that he might
be repaid?” 3¢For from him and through him and to him are all
things. To him be glory forever. Amen. g

Note that v. 36 is not just referring to gifts God has given, but
to everything God has created, including people themselves.

1Cor 4:7 For who sees anything different in you? What do
you have that you did not receive? If then you received it, why
do you boast as if you did not receive it? £

We only have what God has given us. God is the ultimate
source of all that we have, including our abilities and assets.

1Pet 5:10 And after you have suffered a little while, the God
of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ,
will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.

The ascription of God has “the God of all grace” speaks of
him as the one who “imparts all blessing and favor” (AMP).

Eccl 2:24-25 There is nothing better for a person than that
he should eat and drink and find enjoymentr in his toil. This
also, I saw, is from the hand of God, ?>for apart from hims who
can eat or who can have enjoyment? 2

* Or and make his soul see good

s Some Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, Syriac; most
Hebrew manuscripts apart from me

The fundamental, essential things of life are gifts from God
(cf. Eccl 3:13 ).

Eccl 3:13 ... also that everyone should eat and drink and take
pleasure in all his toil—this is God’s gift to man. E

Eccl 5:19 Everyone also to whom God has given wealth and
possessions and power to enjoy them, and to accept his lot and
rejoice in his toil—this is the gift of God.

Deut 8:17-18 Beware lest you say in your heart, ‘My power
and the might of my hand have gotten me this wealth.” 18You
shall remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you
power to get wealth, that he may confirm his covenant that
he swore to your fathers, as it is this day.
God was the ultimate source of the wealth that the people
would produce, as it was he who gave them the ability to
produce it.

Hos 14:8b Itis I who answer and look after you.tI am like an
evergreen cypress; from me comes your fruit. g

t Hebrew him

As with Deuteronomy 8:17-18 above, God is portrayed as the
ultimate source of Israel’s prosperity and blessings.

Pray for persecuted Christians

d) Jealousy

The Hebrew and Greek words translated as “jealousy” convey
a very forceful passion. When used of God, “jealousy” is
spoken of in a positive light, as a virtuous attribute aligned
with his profound commitment to and love for his people.
God's jealousy in regard to his people is comparable to that
of a husband or wife. Their jealousy is a product of their
intense love for each other and evoked by anything that
poses a threat to their relationship. As such God's jealousy is
expressed in action against whatever threatens his people or
his relationship with them. Thus it is expressed both against
hostile forces — bringing salvation to his people — and in
punishing any unfaithfulness of his people, leading them
back to him.

Subsections

= God is a jealous God
= God's jealousy arises in response to his people’s sin

= God's jealousy arises particularly in response to unfaithfulness
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= God is jealous for his people and their well-being . . .
= ... and God is zealous in working for his people’s cause

= Note: In his jealousy and zeal God punishes his enemies and
the ungodly

God is a jealous God

Ex 34:14 ... (for you shall worship no other god, for the Lorb,
whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God), ... 2
The description of God as one whose “name is Jealous”
emphasizes that jealousy is an innate part of his character.
This is enforced by the subsequent reference to God being a
“jealous God".

Deut 4:24 For the LORD your God is a consuming fire, a jealous
God. E

God'’s jealousy is sometimes compared to fire devouring or
destroying that which has aroused it.

Josh 24:19 But Joshua said to the people, “You are not able
to serve the LORD, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he
will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. £
Far from it being an ungodly attribute, here God'’s jealousy is
mentioned alongside his holiness. Having these attributes,
God will not tolerate rebellion and persistence in sin.

God'’s jealousy arises in response to his people’s sin

See also:

= God'’s anger arises in response to sin and disobedience, p. 70

1Ki 14:22 And Judah did what was evil in the sight of the
LORD, and they provoked him to jealousy with their sins that
they committed, more than all that their fathers had done. £

Ps 79:5, 9 How long, O LorD? Will you be angry forever? Will
your jealousy burn like fire? Z ... °Help us, O God of our
salvation, for the glory of your name; deliver us, and atone
for our sins, for your name’s sake! g

As isimplied by v. 9, the people’s sin was the reason for God's
jealousy and anger (v. 5).

Ezek 23:25-27 And I will direct my jealousy against you, that
they may deal with you in fury. They shall cut off your nose
and your ears, and your survivors shall fall by the sword.
They shall seize your sons and your daughters, and your
survivors shall be devoured by fire. 26They shall also strip
you of your clothes and take away your beautiful jewels.

A

27Thus I will put an end to your lewdness and your whoring
begun in the land of Egypt, so that you shall not lift up your
eyes to them or remember Egypt anymore. £

Zeph 1:17-18 1 will bring distress on mankind, so that they
shall walk like the blind, because they have sinned against the
Lorp; their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their
flesh like dung. 18Neither their silver nor their gold shall be
able to deliver them on the day of the wrath of the LORD. In
the fire of his jealousy, all the earth shall be consumed; for a
full and sudden end he will make of all the inhabitants of the
earth. 2
Prior to the last sentence, the sin of God's people and his
judgment on them is the subject. Some commentators see
the inclusion of the “all the earth” (v. 18) —in being punished
along with Israel — to be a result of its detrimental influence
on Israel and her relationship with God. The same could
possibly apply to the following passage, also from
Zephaniah, where again Judah’s sin is spoken of prior to
reference to punishment of the “all the earth”. Note that with
such references to “all the earth”, these passages may well
have a more literal future fulfillment or application.

Zeph 3:7b-8 But all the more they were eager to make all
their deeds corrupt. 8“Therefore wait for me,” declares the
Lorp, “for the day when I rise up to seize the prey. For my
decision is to gather nations, to assemble kingdoms, to pour
out upon them my indignation, all my burning anger; for in
the fire of my jealousy all the earth shall be consumed. E

God’s jealousy arises particularly in response to
unfaithfulness

See also:

= God'’s anger arises in response to people forsaking him,
p. 72

Ex 20:4-6 You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or
any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in
the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.
5You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD
your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers
on the children to the third and the fourth generation of those
who hate me, Sbut showing steadfast love to thousands of
those who love me and keep my commandments. £

v Or to the thousandth generation

Verses 5b, 6 show two results of God's deep jealousy for his
people (v. 5a): punishment for those who hate and reject him;
and lasting love for those who love and follow him.
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Deut 6:14-15 You shall not go after other gods, the gods of the
peoples who are around you— >for the LORD your God in your
midst is a jealous God—lest the anger of the LORD your God be
kindled against you, and he destroy you from off the face of
the earth.

Deut 32:16, 20-21 They stirred him to jealousy with strange
gods; with abominations they provoked him to anger. E ...
20And he said, ‘1 will hide my face from them; I will see what
their end will be, For they are a perverse generation, children
in whom is no faithfulness. 21They have made me jealous with
what is no god; they have provoked me to anger with their
idols. So I will make them jealous with those who are no
people; Iwill provoke them to anger with a foolish nation. E

Ps 78:58 For they provoked him to anger with their high
places; they moved him to jealousy with their idols. &

Ezek 8:3 He putout the form of a hand and took me by alock
of my head, and the Spirit lifted me up between earth and
heaven and brought me in visions of God to Jerusalem, to the
entrance of the gateway of the inner court that faces north,
where was the seat of the image of jealousy, which provokes
to jealousy. E
God'’s jealousy is provoked by his people’s devotion to any
idol, but this one is especially noted — perhaps because it was
actually in the temple. It was apparently an idol of Asherah,
the Canaanite goddess of fertility.

Ezek 16:38 And [ will judge you as women who commit
adultery and shed blood are judged, and bring upon you the
blood of wrath and jealousy. E
Israel had committed spiritual adultery against God (cf. wv.
15-37) and in doing so had shed the blood of children in
sacrifices to idols (cf. vv. 20-21), thus incurring God's "wrath
and jealousy”.

% God jealously longs for our devotion:

James 4:5 Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the
Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has
made to dwell in us”?

There are different interpretations of this verse, but it may

well be meaning that God jealously longs for our devotion
(cf. NCV, NLT).

God is jealous for his people and their well-being . . .

See also:
= Ex 20:5-6 ©
= 2Ki 19:31 &

= Note: In his jealousy and zeal God punishes his enemies and
the ungodly, p. 88

Ezek 36:6-7 Therefore prophesy concerning the land of
Israel, and say to the mountains and hills, to the ravines and
valleys, Thus says the Lord Gop: Behold, I have spoken in my
jealous wrath, because you have suffered the reproach of the
nations. "Therefore thus says the Lord Gob: I swear that the
nations that are all around you shall themselves suffer

reproach. E

In his jealousy for Israel’s well-being, God would crush their
enemies (v.7), so that Israel would no longer bear the
scornful disdain of the nations (v. 6b). Probably oppression
by the other nations is also view.

Joel 2:18-19 Then the LoRD became jealous for his land and
had pity on his people. ®The LORD answered and said to his
people, “Behold, I am sending to you grain, wine, and oil, and
you will be satisfied; and I will no more make you a reproach
among the nations. E
This suggests that God's jealousy for his land (v. 18) extended
to his people and their well-being.

Nah 1:2 The LoRrD is a jealous and avenging God; the LORD is
avenging and wrathful; the LorRD takes vengeance on his
adversaries and keeps wrath for his enemies.

Here the cause of God's jealousy (for his people) and wrath

appears to be attacks on his people by Assyria, on whom he
determined to take vengeance.

Zec 1:14-17 So the angel who talked with me said to me, ‘Cry
out, Thus says the LORD of hosts: I am exceedingly jealous for
Jerusalem and for Zion. >*And I am exceedingly angry with
the nations that are at ease; for while [ was angry but a little,
they furthered the disaster. 1Therefore, thus says the LORD,
[ have returned to Jerusalem with mercy; my house shall be
built in it, declares the LORD of hosts, and the measuring line
shall be stretched out over Jerusalem. 17Cry out again, Thus
says the LORD of hosts: My cities shall again overflow with
prosperity, and the LORD will again comfort Zion and again
choose Jerusalem.” £
This and the following passage speak of God's jealousy for
his people’s well-being partly being expressed in God's
renewal of: Israel (vv. 16-17; Zec 8:4-5 1); and his relationship
with his people (Zec 8:3 {).
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Zec 8:2-5 Thus says the LORD of hosts: I am jealous for Zion
with great jealousy, and I am jealous for her with great wrath.
3Thus says the LorD: I have returned to Zion and will dwell
in the midst of Jerusalem, and Jerusalem shall be called the
faithful city, and the mountain of the LORD of hosts, the holy
mountain. 4Thus says the LORD of hosts: Old men and old
women shall again sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each with
staff in hand because of great age. And the streets of the city
shall be full of boys and girls playing in its streets. E

God'’s jealousy for Jerusalem (v. 2) has in view her restoration

(vv. 3-5; cf. GNT) and expressing wrath towards her enemies
(cf. AMP, CEV, GNT).

... and God is zealous in working for his people’s
cause

In both ancient Hebrew and ancient Greek, the word that is
translated as “jealousy” is also the one which is translated as
"zeal” — depending on the context; hence God's jealousy and
his zeal are related. God's zeal in the cause of his people -
the subject of this subsection — is also reflected in the verses
in the preceding subsection which speak of his jealousy for
them, and is shown by Isaiah 42:13, Ezekiel 36:5, 38:18-19, 22
in the following subsection.

2Ki 19:30-31 And the surviving remnant of the house of
Judah shall again take root downward and bear fruit
upward. 3'For out of Jerusalem shall go a remnant, and out
of Mount Zion a band of survivors. The zeal of the LorRD will
do this. 2
Note that these verses are repeated verbatim in Isaiah 37:31-
32.

Isa 9:7 Of the increase of his government and of peace there
will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom,
to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The
zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. £
God's zeal would ensure the introduction of the Messiah's
reign, with the associated blessings for his people.

Isa 26:11 O LoRD, your hand is lifted up, but they do not see
it. Let them see your zeal for your people, and be ashamed.
Let the fire for your adversaries consume them. £

The expression “your zeal for your people” speaks of God's
eagerness to defend his people (cf. NLT).

Isa 63:15 Look down from heaven and see, from your holy
and beautifulv habitation. Where are your zeal and your
might? The stirring of your inner parts and your compassion
are held back from me. E

v Or holy and glorious

Isaiah knows of God's zeal for his people (and his might) —
presumably from what he has done for them in the past and
by what he has promised. So in this time of great trial for
God'’s people, Isaiah appeals to God to show this zeal (cf. Isa
26:11 1) and his might in working for his people’s cause.

% God is always at his work:

John 5:17 But Jesus answered them, “My Father is working
until now, and I am working.” g
This verse suggests that God is zealous in all his work, being
always at his work (cf. CEV, GNT, NCV, NIV, NLT). The

following subsection further illustrates God's zeal in aspects
of his work.

Note: In his jealousy and zeal God punishes his
enemies and the ungodly

Ezek 36:5 ...therefore thus says the Lord Gob: Surely I have
spoken in my hot jealousy against the rest of the nations and
against all Edom, who gave my land to themselves as a
possession with wholehearted joy and utter contempt, that
they might make its pasturelands a prey. £

In his burning jealousy God pronounced prophecies of
punishment against the nations who had plundered Israel.

Ezek 38:18-19, 22 Buton thatday, the day that Gog shall come
against the land of Israel, declares the Lord Gob, my wrath
will be roused in my anger. °For in my jealousy and in my
blazing wrath I declare, On that day there shall be a great
earthquake in the land of Israel. ... 22With pestilence and
bloodshed I will enter into judgment with him, and I will rain
upon him and his hordes and the many peoples who are with
him torrential rains and hailstones, fire and sulfur. £

The earthquake (v. 19) may primarily signify God's presence,
with him poised to destroy the invaders; or it may be one he
uses to nullify their attack and begin their destruction.

Deut 29:20 The LorD will not be willing to forgive him, but
rather the anger of the LORD and his jealousy will smoke
against that man, and the curses written in this book will
settle upon him, and the LoRD will blot out his name from
under heaven. £
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Ezek 5:13 Thus shall my anger spend itself, and I will vent
my fury upon them and satisfy myself. And they shall know
that I am the LorRD—that I have spoken in my jealousy—when
I spend my fury upon them.

Num 25:11 Phinehas the son of Eleazar, son of Aaron the
priest, has turned back my wrath from the people of Israel,
in that he was jealous with my jealousy among them, so that I
did not consume the people of Israel in my jealousy. £

(I

Israel had faced annihilation by God in his jealousy (cf. vv. 1-
9). However, in contrast to the cases in the previous verses,
God's wrath was appeased so that he did not consume the
people in his jealousy. This was largely due to Phinehas
sharing God's jealously, and in this jealousy executing one of
the main provocateurs (cf. vv. 6-8).

Isa 42:13 The LoRD goes out like a mighty man, like a man of
war he stirs up his zeal; he cries out, he shouts aloud, he shows
himself mighty against his foes. E

Isa 59:17-18 He put on righteousness as a breastplate, and a
helmet of salvation on his head; he put on garments of
vengeance for clothing, and wrapped himself in zeal as a
cloak. 18According to their deeds, so will he repay, wrath to his
adversaries, repayment to his enemies; to the coastlands he
will render repayment. £

% God is also jealous for his name:

Ezek 39:25 Therefore thus says the Lord Gob: Now [ will
restore the fortunes of Jacob and have mercy on the whole
house of Israel, and I will be jealous for my holy name. E
God is jealous for his holy name, that it not be dishonored or
despised. Similarly Numbers 25:11 above refers to God being
jealous for his honor.

Pray for persecuted Christians
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See also:

= b) Jesus Christ's Humanity, p. 516

= ¢) Jesus Christ’s Personality [as shown in his mission],
p. 524

The NT makes remarkable claims about aspects of Jesus
Christ's being and his character. In doing so it shows Jesus
Christ's nature to mirror that of God, and so points to his
deity (his “God nature”). The NT also often refers to Jesus
Christ's “name”, making it a further concept that is important
to grasp.

a) Jesus Christ’s Eternity

Subsections

= Jesus Christ is alive

= Jesus Christ existed in the beginning . . .

= ... Jesus Christ was before all things

= Further references to Jesus Christ existing prior to his advent
= Jesus Christ will be alive forever

= Jesus Christ is self-existing — he is “the life”

= Jesus Christ remains the same

Jesus Christ is alive

See also:
» d) Jesus Christ’s Resurrection and Ascension, p. 579
Acts 1:3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering

by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and
speaking about the kingdom of God. 2

Rom 6:10 For the death he died he died to sin, once for all,
but the life he lives he lives to God. 2

2Cor 13:4 For he was crucified in weakness, but lives by the
power of God. For we also are weak in him, but in dealing

with you we will live with him by the power of God. £

Gal 2:20 [ have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I
who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in
the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and
gave himself for me.

1Pet 2:4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men
but in the sight of God chosen and precious, ...
This portrays Jesus as God's chosen “stone” (v. 4), the chosen

“cornerstone” on which believers depend (cf. v. 6). These
terms are references to OT prophecy (cf. vv. 6-8).

Jesus Christ existed in the beginning . ..

See also:

= 2Tim1:9 ¢

John 1:1-2 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning
with God. E
“In the beginning” has the sense “before all time” (AMP). The
title “the Word" refers to Jesus Christ (cf. 1Jn 1:1 {).

1n 1:1 That which was from the beginning, which we have
heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked
upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word
of life— E
As made clear by the remainder of the verse, the first clause
refers to Jesus Christ, speaking of him as being “from the
beginning”. For further comment see Jesus Christ is self-
existing — he is “the life”, p. 95.

1Jn 2:13a [ am writing to you, fathers, because you know him
who is from the beginning. 2

Heb 1:10 And, “You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in
the beginning, and the heavens are the work of your
hands; ... 2
This quotation from Psalm 102:25 — where it refers to God -
is here applied to Jesus Christ.

Heb 7:3 He [Melchizedek] is without father or mother or
genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life,
but resembling the Son of God he continues a priest forever.

This indicates that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, had no
beginning, indicative of the fact that he existed in the
beginning.

Rev 22:13 [Jesus Christ:] I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
first and the last, the beginning and the end. E
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Alpha and Omega are the first and the last letters of the
Greek alphabet, here used together to depict Jesus Christ as
spanning all time — as do the subsequent pairings in the
verse.

. Jesus Christ was before all things

See also:

= Rev 22:13 ©¢

Col 1:17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold
together. £

The first clause appears to mean that Jesus Christ existed
before all things (cf. AMP, CEV, GNT, NCV, NIrV, NLT).

John 17:5, 24 [Jesus:] And now, Father, glorify me in your
own presence with the glory that I had with you before the
world existed. £ ... 2*Father, I desire that they also, whom
you have given me, may be with me where [ am, to see my
glory that you have given me because you loved me before the
foundation of the world. E

John 1:15 (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This
was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before
me, because he was before me.””) g

John 8:58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before
Abraham was, lam.” £

2Tim 1:9 ... who saved us and called us to? a holy calling, not
because of our works but because of his own purpose and
grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages
beganp ... 2

a Or with

b Greek before times eternal

This suggests that Jesus Christ existed “"before the ages
began”.

% Jesus Christ is from ancient times:
Mic 5:2 ¢Butyou, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little
to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for
me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is
from of old, from ancient days. £
¢ Ch 5:1 in Hebrew

The reference is understood by some to be to an eternal
origin of the Messiah.

Further references to Jesus Christ existing prior to
his advent

See also:

= God sent Jesus Christ into the world, p. 508

John 6:38, 62 For I have come down from heaven, not to do
my own will but the will of him who sent me. 5 ... ¢2Then
what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he
was before? 2

John 16:28 [ came from the Father and have come into the
world, and now I am leaving the world and going to the
Father. 5§

John 12:41 Isaiah said these things because he saw his glory
and spoke of him. E

The preceding verse quotes Isaiah 6:10 and suggests that
here John may be correlating Isaiah seeing Jesus’ glory with
the vision of God'’s glory that Isaiah had when he recorded
these words (cf. Isa 6:1-10). As such it can be inferred that
this verse is implying Jesus Christ existed in Isaiah’s day. For
further comment see ... Other OT references to God are
applied to Jesus Christ, p. 123.

1Cor 10:4b, 9 For they drank from the spiritual Rock that
followed them, and the Rock was Christ. & ... °We must not
put Christd to the test, as some of them did and were
destroyed by serpents, ... E
4 Some manuscripts the Lord
Particularly if the rendering in the text — “Christ” (CEV, NCV,
NKJV, NLT, NRSV) — is to be preferred to that in the text note
— "the Lord” (cf. AMP, GNT, NASB, NIV) — v.9 would be
speaking of the Israelites testing Christ in Numbers 21:4-6.
Thus along with v.4b this would appear to indicate that
Christ accompanied the Israelites during their journey
through the desert (cf. Jude 1:5 1), perhaps as the angel
closely associated with God (cf. Ex 23:20-23; Gen 16:9-10 {).
(For further comment on v. 4 see God satisfies his people’s
spiritual hunger and thirst, p. 931.)

2Cor 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so
that you by his poverty might become rich. 2

Heb 11:26  He [Moses] considered the reproach of Christ
greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was
looking to the reward. E
On face value this suggests that Moses was conscious of
Christ's existence — hence its inclusion here. However, it may
simply be meaning that Moses acted with the Messiah in
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view. A further possibility is that the writer is identifying
Christ with the people of Israel.

Jude 1:5 Now [ want to remind you, although you once fully
knew it, that Jesus, who savede¢ a people out of the land of

Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe. £

¢ Some manuscripts although you fully knew it, that the
Lord who once saved

Most other modern translations follow the alternative

translation in the text note which uses “Lord” instead of Jesus

(cf. AMP, CEV, GNT, NASB, NCV, NIV, NKJV, NLT, NRSV).

% The “angel of the LorD":

Gen 16:9-10 The angel of the LORD said to her, “Return to your
mistress and submit to her.” 19The angel of the LORD also said
to her, “I will surely multiply your offspring so that they
cannot be numbered for multitude.” E

A number of times in the OT an angel is closely identified
with God (cf. Note: “The angel of the LORD" is identified with
God, p.172). This is such an occurrence, with the angel
speaking on behalf of God in the first person (v. 10). These
occurrences may concern the same angel — particularly as the
title “the angel of the LORD" is often used. Some
commentators think this angel may be the pre-incarnate
Christ.

Jesus Christ will be alive forever

See also:
=1n123d

= Jesus Christ was appointed by God as high priest forever, in
the superior priestly order of Melchizedek, p. 672

= God will establish the Messiah as ruler over all, forever,
p. 718

Rom 6:9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead,
will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him.

Here Paul asserts that Jesus Christ cannot die again because
he has already died and risen from death. In conjunction, as
he is without sin, death has no claim on Jesus Christ. Note
that death’s previous “claim” on him was only due to Jesus
Christ taking upon himself the sins of the world.

Eph 3:21 ... to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen. E

This implies that Jesus Christ will exist forever.

Heb 1:8, 10-12 But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is
forever and ever, the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of
your kingdom. & ... 1°And, “You, Lord, laid the foundation of
the earth in the beginning, and the heavens are the work of
your hands; 'they will perish, but you remain; they will all
wear out like a garment, 2like a robe you will roll them up,
like a garment they will be changed.f But you are the same,
and your years will have no end.” E

f Some manuscripts omit like a garment

Heb 7:3,15-17, 24-25 He is without father or mother or
genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life,
but resembling the Son of God he [Melchizedek] continues a
priest forever. g ... 1This becomes even more evident when
another priest arises in the likeness of Melchizedek, ®who
has become a priest, not on the basis of a legal requirement
concerning bodily descent, but by the power of an
indestructible life. 7 For it is witnessed of him, “You are a priest
forever, after the order of Melchizedek.” § ... 24but he holds
his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever.
25Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermosts those
who draw near to God through him, since he always lives to
make intercession for them. £
8 That is, completely; or at all times
Melchizedek was king of Salem — probably Jerusalem — and
a "priest of God Most High” (Gen 14:18; cf. v. 1). There is no
record of his genealogy, birth or death. The writer uses this
absence of any information about his death to suggest that
his priesthood continues forever, and as such prefigures the
eternal priesthood of Jesus Christ.

Rev 1:17-18 When I saw him [Jesus Christ], I fell at his feet as
though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear
not, I am the first and the last, 8and the living one. I died, and
behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death
and Hades. 2

The significance of the title “"the living one” (v.18a) is

explained by the rest of the sentence (cf. comment on John
1:25 3).

Rev 22:13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last,
the beginning and the end. 2

Ps 72:5 May they fear youh while the sun endures, and as long

as the moon, throughout all generations! £

h Septuagint He shall endure

This is understood to be messianic, speaking of Jesus Christ,
as is Isa 9:6-7 immediately below. This suggests that like fear
of him should endure forever, so shall he endure (cf. NIV).
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Isa 9:6-7 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and
the government shall be upon! his shoulder, and his name
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 70f the increase of his
government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne
of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and
forevermore. The zeal of the LoRD of hosts will do this. E

I Or is upon
i Oris called

Note that the use of “Father” (v.6) in reference to the
Messiah, probably points to his paternal care of his people.

Jesus Christ is self-existing — he is “the life”

See also:

= Rev 1:18 ¢

John 5:26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has
granted the Son also to have life in himself. &
The Father has enabled Jesus Christ “to have life in Himself
and be self-existent” (AMP). The implication in this verse's
context is that — like the Father — Jesus is “the source of life”
(GNT) with “the power to give life” (CEV). (This implication is
reflected in the following references, as commented below.)

John 11:25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the
lifex Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he
live, ... £
k Some manuscripts omit and the life
Descriptions of Jesus Christ as “the life” (cf. John 14:6 {; 1Jn
1:2 1) reflect that he has life inherent (cf. John 5:26 1) as part
of his essential nature, and so is self-existing. Primarily they
point to Jesus Christ as the source of life — the one who gives
life — as the latter part of this verse suggests.

John 14:6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and
the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. £

1Jn 1:1-3 That which was from the beginning, which we have
heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked
upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word
of life— *the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and
testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was
with the Father and was made manifest to us— 3that which
we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you
too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship
is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. £

The references to it being seen (vv. 1, 3) and “touched” (v. 1)
along with being heard, imply that “the word of life" (v. 1)
refers to Jesus Christ. In conjunction, he is “the life” that was
“made manifest, and ... seen” (v. 2). Being the manifestation
of this life, he is the one in whom it is revealed. The
suggestion is that through him this life may be partaken of
by us, involving fellowship not only with others who share in
this life but also with the Father and Christ himself (v. 3).

% Jesus lives because of the Father:

John 6:57 As the living Father sent me, and [ live because of
the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live because
of me. E
Possibly Jesus is referring to his life as a man on earth; but he
could be speaking more generally. One could conclude that
Jesus "has life in himself” (5:26), but he has it because of the
Father.

Jesus Christ remains the same

Heb 1:12 ... like a robe you will roll them up, like a garment
they will be changed.! But you are the same, and your years
will have no end. E

! Some manuscripts omit like a garment

Heb 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and
forever. £

2Tim 2:13 ... if we are faithless, he remains faithful— for he
cannot deny himself. 2

Jesus Christ remains the same not only in his ongoing
existence but also in his character. He cannot be but “true to
himself” (NIrV®).

Pray for persecuted Christians

b) Jesus Christ’'s Pre-Eminence

See also:

= Jesus Christ is holy, p. 102

= Note: God has given Jesus Christ a name that is superior to
all others, p. 110
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= ¢) Jesus Christ Is Identified with God, p. 119
= d) Jesus Christ as Lord of All, p. 684

Subsections

= Jesus Christ is greater than all people
= Jesus Christ is greater than all things
= Jesus Christ has divine glory

= Visions of Jesus Christ, indicative of his surpassing greatness
and glory

= Jesus Christ has mighty, sovereign power
= Jesus Christ has superlative knowledge and wisdom

= Jesus Christ is everywhere

Jesus Christ is greater than all people

See also:

= Eph 1:19-21 §; Col 1:15-19 &

John 3:31 He who comes from above is above all. He who is of
the earth belongs to the earth and speaks in an earthly way.
He who comes from heaven is above all. E

“He who comes from above” refers to Jesus Christ, who came

from heaven above. The phrase “above all” is akin to “greater
than all” (GNT, NCV; cf. NLT).

Ps 89:27 And I will make him the firstborn, the highest of the
kings of the earth. £

This is understood to be messianic, as is Micah 5:4 below.

Mic 5:4 And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the
strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD
his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth.

This suggests that the Messiah's greatness will surpass that

of all others, with all people all over the earth acknowledging
his greatness (cf. GNT).

Matt 12:41-42 The men of Nineveh will rise up at the
judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they
repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, something
greater than Jonah is here. #2The queen of the South will rise
up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for
she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of
Solomon, and behold, something greater than Solomon is
here.

The comparisons with people — Jonah (v. 41) and Solomon

(v. 42) — suggest that the “something” is in part at least a

A

G

reference to “someone” (cf. AMP, NCV, NIV, NLT), i.e. Jesus
himself.

Luke 1:32a He will be great and will be called the Son of the
Most High. E
Being called “the Son of the Most High” suggests that his

aforementioned greatness would be far more than that of all
others.

John 1:15, 27 (John bore witness about him, and cried out,
“This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks
before me, because he was before me.””) & ... 27even he who
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to
untie.” E
John refers to the concept — more marked in ancient times —
that an older person was considered worthy of more honor
than a younger one, and so generally considered to be
greater. In saying that Jesus — who was younger than John —
was “before” him and so ranked before him (v. 15), John
appears to be pointing to the fact that Jesus existed before
him, from all eternity. Jesus seems to make a similar point
about himself in regard to Abraham in John 8:53, 57-58
below.

John 8:53, 57-58 Are you greater than our father Abraham,
who died? And the prophets died! Who do you make yourself
out to be?” g ... 5’So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet
fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?”m 58/esus said to
them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, [ am.” g
mSome manuscripts has Abraham seen you?
Quite possibly Jesus' reply (v. 58) to the Jews' skepticism may

have also been alluding to their earlier questions (v.53),
implying that he indeed was greater than Abraham.

Rom 8:29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined
to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he
might be the firstborn among many brothers. £
Here the term “firstborn” (cf. Ps 89:27 1; Col 1:15 &; Heb
1:6 &) most likely refers to Christ's pre-eminence “among”
God's people and/or to him being the firstborn from the
dead (cf. Rev 1:5).

Heb 3:3-6 For Jesus has been counted worthy of more glory
than Moses—as much more glory as the builder of a house has
more honor than the house itself. *(For every house is built by
someone, but the builder of all things is God.) SNow Moses
was faithful in all God’s house as a servant, to testify to the
things that were to be spoken later, ®but Christ is faithful over
God’s house as a son. And we are his house if indeed we hold
fast our confidence and our boasting in our hope.” ... g

" Some manuscripts insert firm to the end
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This implies that Jesus Christ is the builder of God's house,
which probably refers to the household of God's people.
Thus he is greater even than Moses who was just a servant in
the house.

Jesus Christ is greater than all things

Matt 12:6 I tell you, something greater than the temple is
here.

As per the comment on vv. 41-42 in the previous subsection,
Jesus may be referring to himself as the “something”. If so,
he may well have meant that he had authority higher than
that of the temple and the regulations associated with it and
the Sabbath (cf. v. 1-8). Another possible implication was
that as the center and focus for worship of God, the temple
had been superseded by the coming of God's kingdom with
its King, Jesus himself.

Eph 1:19-21 ...and what is the immeasurable greatness of his
power toward us who believe, according to the working of
his great might 2°that he worked in Christ when he raised
him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly places, ?‘far above all rule and authority and power
and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only
in this age but also in the one to come. E

Verse 21 speaks of Christ's authority and power (cf. CEV,

GNT) over all other powers — spiritual as well as human — as

pointed to by his position of authority at God's right hand
(v. 20).

Col 1:15-19 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn
of all creation. YFor by® him all things were created, in heaven
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created
through him and for him. 17And he is before all things, and in
him all things hold together. 8And he is the head of the body,
the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead,
that in everything he might be preeminent. 1°For in him all the
fullness of God was pleased to dwell, ... 2

° That is, by means of; or in

In v. 15, “firstborn” (cf. Ps 89:27 {t; Rom 8:29 1t; Heb 1:6 )
points to Christ's existence before creation and in particular
to his supremacy over it, alluding to the privileged status of
a firstborn son in a Jewish family. In v. 18 the term has a
different usage, speaking of him being the first to be raised
from the dead.

Heb 1:3-9, 13 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the
exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by
the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he

A

sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, *having
become as much superior to angels as the name he has
inherited is more excellent than theirs. SFor to which of the
angels did God ever say, “You are my Son, today I have
begotten you”? Or again, “I will be to him a father, and he shall
be to me a son”?°And again, when he brings the firstborn into
the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.” 7Of the
angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his
ministers a flame of fire.” 8But of the Son he says, “Your
throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter of uprightness is
the scepter of your kingdom. °You have loved righteousness
and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has
anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your
companions.” E ... 3And to which of the angels has he ever
said, “Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a
footstool for your feet”? g
In regard to “name” (v. 4), see comment on v. 4 in Note: God
has given Jesus Christ a name that is superior to all others,
p. 110. In vv. 5-6 Paul applies OT passages to Jesus Christ to
illustrate Christ's supremacy; the first two are clearly
messianic. In v.9, “loved righteousness and hated
wickedness” quite possibly has Jesus' life on earth in view,
with the latter part of the verse then probably speaking of his
exaltation to God's right hand, with the joy associated with
this "anointing”. In the context, “companions” (v. 9) may well
refer to angels, though some consider that his people are in
view. In v. 9, "has anointed you... beyond your companions”
implies that God set Jesus Christ above these companions (cf.
AMP, GNT, NCV, NIV).

% “Christis all, and in all”:

Col 3:11 Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave,P free; but Christ is
all, and in all. 2

P Greek bondservant

“Christ is all” indicates that Jesus Christ surpasses all other
things or matters in importance. The phrase “in all” may
simply refer to him being in all believers (cf. CEV, NCV, NLT)
— but it may have a more far-reaching sense, meaning that
Christ permeates everything everywhere (cf. AMP).

Jesus Christ has divine glory

See also:

= ... and Jesus was glorified by God, p. 558

= Because he had willingly suffered death, God exalted and
glorified Jesus Christ, p. 584

= Jesus Christ will come in great glory, p. 702
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Matt 25:31 When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all
the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. §

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the
Father, full of grace and truth.

John and others saw Jesus’ glory demonstrated through his

miracles (cf. John 2:11 {), his transfiguration, and his death
and resurrection.

John 2:11  This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in
Galilee, and manifested his glory. And his disciples believed
in him. B
In turning water into wine (cf. vv. 1-10) Jesus “manifested his
glory”. As such Jesus “displayed His greatness and His power
openly” (AMP), pointing to his divine nature.

John 12:41 Isaiah said these things because he saw his
[Jesus'] glory and spoke of him. 5
For comment on this verse see the comment on John 12:37-

41 —under. .. Other OT references to God are applied to Jesus
Christ, p. 123.

John 17:5, 24 [Jesus:] And now, Father, glorify me in your own
presence with the glory that I had with you before the world
existed. § ...2*Father, | desire that they also, whom you have
given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that
you have given me because you loved me before the
foundation of the world. E
In v.5 Jesus has in view his return to the Father and the
glorified state that he had before his incarnation. In v. 24
Jesus is speaking of his followers being with him in the
afterlife, where they will see his glory.

1Cor 2:8 None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if

they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. £
The title as “the Lord of glory” points to Jesus' glory being far
above that of all others. Note that the phrase is also used in
James 2:1 - "... our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory.”

2Cor 4:4, 6 In their case the god of this world has blinded
the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of
God. ... For God, who said, “Let light shine out of
darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. E

Jesus Christ’s glory is such that he reflects the glory of God
(cf. Heb 1:3a {).

Phil 3:20-21 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we
await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 2'twho will transform our
lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that
enables him even to subject all things to himself.

2Thes 1:9 They will suffer the punishment of eternal
destruction, away from4 the presence of the Lord and from
the glory of his might, ... 8

4 Or destruction that comes from

Heb 1:3a He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact
imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the
word of his power. E

Heb 7:26 For it was indeed fitting that we should have such
a high priest, holy, innocent, unstained, separated from
sinners, and exalted above the heavens. E
This points to the pre-eminence of Jesus Christ in his glory,
speaking of him being set apart from sinful people and

exalted above all things — “given the highest place of honor”
(NLT; cf. CEV).

2Pet 1:16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when
we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. g

Jesus Christ's majesty is indicative of and can be associated

with his glory. Note that Peter is referring to Jesus’
transfiguration (cf. Luke 9:28-32, 34-35 {).

John 16:14 [Jesus:] He will glorify me, for he will take what is

mine and declare it to you. g
This is speaking of Jesus Christ being glorified or receiving
glory, rather than to the glory that is an essential aspect of
his nature (this subsection’s theme and which appears to be
in view in the above verses). However, in a sense, it does at
least point to his glory. The verse speaks of the Holy Spirit
bringing glory by taking Jesus Christ's “message” (CEV, cf.
GNT, NCV) — particularly that regarding his person and work
— and making it (and Jesus Christ) known to Jesus Christ's
followers. Such revelation — and the manifestation of it in the
lives of his followers — is glorifying to Jesus Christ.

% Jesus’ transfiguration, manifesting his glory:

Luke 9:28-32, 34-35 Now about eight days after these
sayings he took with him Peter and John and James and went
up on the mountain to pray. 2°And as he was praying, the
appearance of his face was altered, and his clothing became
dazzling white. 3°And behold, two men were talking with him,
Moses and Elijah, 3'who appeared in glory and spoke of his
departure,r which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.
32Now Peter and those who were with him were heavy with
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sleep, but when they became fully awake they saw his glory
and the two men who stood with him. 2 ...3*As he was saying
these things, a cloud came and overshadowed them, and
they were afraid as they entered the cloud. 3*And a voice
came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen One;s
listen to him!” g

r Greek exodus

s Some manuscripts my Beloved

Moses and Elijah’s appearance with Jesus “in heavenly glory”

(CEV, GNB) supplemented and reflected Jesus’ own glory.

Note that the parallel passage in Mark 9 further emphasizes

the brightness of Jesus' appearance: “And he was

transfigured before them, 3and his clothes became radiant,

intensely white, as no one on earth could bleach them.”

Visions of Jesus Christ, indicative of his surpassing
greatness and glory

Acts 7:55-56 Buthe, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand
of God. 5°And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and
the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 2

God'’s right hand side is the ultimate “place of honor and
power” (CEV text note; cf. NLT).

Acts 26:13-16, 19 At midday, O king, I saw on the way a light
from heaven, brighter than the sun, that shone around me and
those who journeyed with me. **And when we had all fallen to
the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew
language,* ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? It is hard
foryou to kick against the goads.” *>And I said, ‘Who are you,
Lord? And the Lord said, 1 am Jesus whom you are
persecuting. ®But rise and stand upon your feet, for I have
appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you as a servant
and witness to the things in which you have seen me and to
those in which I will appear to you, g ... 1%“Therefore, O King
Agrippa, [ was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, ... E

t Or the Hebrew dialect (that is, Aramaic)

The “light from heaven, brighter than the sun” (v. 13) was a
manifestation of Jesus Christ's glory.

Rev 1:12-18 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking
to me, and on turning [ saw seven golden lampstands, 3and
in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed
with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest.
14The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow.
His eyes were like a flame of fire, 15his feet were like burnished
bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of
many waters. 1¢In his right hand he held seven stars, from his

A

mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like
the sun shining in full strength. 7When [ saw him, I fell at his
feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying,
“Fear not, I am the first and the last, 8and the living one. |
died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of
Death and Hades. 2
Inv. 16, the “seven stars” are "angels” of the churches (cf. vv.
20; 2:1) that Jesus Christ subsequently addresses (cf. chs 2-3).
The “sharp two-edged sword” (v.16; cf. Rev 19:15 1)
represents Jesus Christ's power to execute judgment.
Holding the keys of death and the place of the dead (v. 18b),
is indicative of Jesus Christ's total authority over their
domain.

Rev 5:1-14 Then I saw in the right hand of him who was
seated on the throne a scroll written within and on the back,
sealed with seven seals. 2And [ saw a strong angel
proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the
scroll and break its seals?” 3And no one in heaven or on earth
or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into
it, and I began to weep loudly because no one was found
worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. SAnd one of the
elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the
tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can
open the scroll and its seven seals.” °And between the throne
and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a
Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with seven horns
and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out
into all the earth. "And he went and took the scroll from the
right hand of him who was seated on the throne. 8And when
he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the
twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a
harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers
of the saints. °And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are
you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain,
and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every
tribe and language and people and nation, °and you have
made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall
reign on the earth.” 'Then I looked, and I heard around the
throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of
many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of
thousands, ?saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb
who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and
might and honor and glory and blessing!” 3And I heard every
creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in
the sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To him who sits on the
throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and
might forever and ever!” 1*And the four living creatures said,
“Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped. g
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The “Lamb” (w.6, 8, 12, 13) is a name for Jesus Christ,
alluding to his sacrificial death which in a number of aspects
mirrored the offering of a lamb at Passover and/or as a sin
offering. For further comment see Revelation 5:1-7 in God
works in all eras through Jesus Christ, impacting all things
everywhere, p. 530.

Rev 19:11-16 Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white
horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness he judges and makes war. 12His eyes are like a
flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a
name written that no one knows but himself. 13He is clothed in
a robe dipped in* blood, and the name by which he is called is
The Word of God. *And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine
linen, white and pure, were following him on white horses.
5SFrom his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike
down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He
will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the
Almighty. 1On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written,
King of kings and Lord of lords. E

U Some manuscripts sprinkled with

This depicts Jesus Christ on his return. Note that a "diadem”
(cf.v. 12) is a jeweled headpiece signifying sovereignty, e.g. a
crown.

Jesus Christ has mighty, sovereign power

See also:

= Rev 5:12 &t

= Isa 9:6 §; 1Cor 1:24 &

= b) Jesus Christ’s Power from God, p. 542

= a) Jesus Christ's Miracles, p. 559

= d) Jesus Christ as Lord of All, p. 684

= |. Jesus Christ’s Return and the Judgment, p. 692

Mark 13:26 And then they will see the Son of Man coming in
clouds with great power and glory. E

Eph 6:10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of
his might. 2

2Thes 1:9 They will suffer the punishment of eternal
destruction, away from" the presence of the Lord and from
the glory of his might, ... 2

v Or destruction that comes from

John 10:28 1 give them eternal life, and they will never
perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 2

A

No one has the power to snatch Jesus Christ's followers away
from him. This illustrates that his authority and power is
supreme or sovereign, which is also indicated by Philippians
3:20-21, Hebrews 1:3 and Isaiah 11:4b below — and reflected
at least by the other references below.

Phil 3:20-21 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we
await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 2'twho will transform our
lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that
enables him even to subject all things to himself. 2

Heb 1:3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact
imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word
of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down
at the right hand of the Majesty on high, ... B
Jesus Christ's power over all things is evident in him
upholding or sustaining all things. In conjunction, his
position at the right hand of God is one of surpassing power
and influence.

2Pet 1:16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when
we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. E

Various other passages indicate that this power Jesus Christ
will display on his return will be an all-surpassing power.

Ps 45:3-4 Gird your sword on your thigh, O mighty one, in
your splendor and majesty! 4In your majesty ride out
victoriously for the cause of truth and meekness and
righteousness; let your right hand teach you awesome deeds!

This psalm is understood to be messianic, which Isaiah 11:4b
below clearly is. Particularly in view of what proceeds it, the
last clause appears to speak of the Messiah performing
awesome deeds — in conjunction with victory over forces
opposed to “truth and meekness and righteousness” (v. 4a)
and indicative of his great might (v. 3).

Isa 11:4 ... but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall
strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath
of his lips he shall kill the wicked. E

% Opposing or resisting Jesus Christ is detrimental:
Acts 26:14 And when we had all fallen to the ground, I heard
a voice saying to me in the Hebrew language,¥ ‘Saul, Saul,
why are you persecuting me? It is hard for you to kick against
the goads.” E

W Or the Hebrew dialect (that is, Aramaic)

The final statement was apparently a common saying
alluding to oxen, speaking of how detrimental and futile it is
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to oppose God. Here it is applied by Jesus Christ to one
opposing himself.

Jesus Christ has superlative knowledge and wisdom

See also:

= ¢) Jesus Christ's Knowledge from God, p. 548

Isa 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the
government shall be upon* his shoulder, and his name shall
be calledy Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.

* Or is upon

Y Or is called

The term "Wonderful Counselor” points to the Messiah’s
wisdom as being superb, even supreme.

Luke 21:15 [Jesus:] ... for I will give you a mouth and wisdom,
which none of your adversaries will be able to withstand or
contradict. E

Jesus Christ has wisdom far superior to that of any adversary
that believers may encounter.

John 16:30 Now we know that you know all things and do not
need anyone to question you; this is why we believe that you
came from God.

Acts 1:24 And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know
the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have
chosen ... E

Note that an earlier reference to the “Lord Jesus” (v.21)

makes it most likely that Jesus Christ is being referred to here
as "Lord", rather than God.

Col 2:2-3 ... that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit
together in love, to reach all the riches of full assurance of
understanding and the knowledge of God’s mystery, which
is Christ, 3in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge. £

This is often understood to indicate that Jesus Christ himself
possesses all the treasures of divine wisdom and spiritual
knowledge. Paul may more specifically be saying that these
things can be found in the message about him, the mystery
of God revealed in the gospel. But even so, this is still
suggestive of Christ possessing these things.

Rev 2:10, 19, 23b Do not fear what you are about to suffer.
Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison,
that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have
tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the

A

crown of life. E ... 12“I know your works, your love and faith
and service and patient endurance, and that your latter works
exceed the first. £ ...2% ... And all the churches will know that
I am he who searches mind and heart, and I will give to each
of you according to your works.

Verse 10 illustrates Jesus Christ’'s knowledge of the future —

in addition to his knowledge of all people’s deeds (v. 19) and
thoughts (v. 23b).

Rev 5:12 ...saying with aloud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who
was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!” E
In saying that Jesus Christ — “the Lamb” — is worthy to receive
the things listed, the implication may be that the worshippers
are also ascribing or attributing to him these things —
including marvelous wisdom.

% Jesus Christ is the power and wisdom by which God saves:

1Cor 1:24 ... but to those who are called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.

Through or in Jesus Christ, God's power and wisdom to bring
salvation (cf. v. 21) has been realized.

Jesus Christ is everywhere

Matt 18:20 [Jesus:] For where two or three are gathered in my
name, there am [ among them. £

Matt 28:20b And behold, I am with you always, to the end of
the age. E
Jesus Christ is with all believers everywhere (cf. Matt 18:20 1)
—always.

Eph 1:23 ... which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all

inall
The last clause quite possibly points to Jesus Christ's
omnipresence, as the one who fills “everything everywhere
with his presence” (NLT). But there are other possible
translations and interpretations. One is that it means Jesus
Christ “completes” (GNT) all things — either referring to his
headship or to his sufficiency for the needs or wholeness of
all things.

Eph 4:10 He who descended is the one who also ascended far
above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) E

Here “all things” encompasses “the whole universe” (CEV,
GNT, NIV; cf. NLT).

John 3:13 No one has ascended into heaven except he who
descended from heaven, the Son of Man* E
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z Some manuscripts add who is in heaven

The appropriateness of the inclusion of this verse — spoken
by Jesus during his time on earth — is dependent on the
additional phrase in the text note (cf. AMP, NKJV). It appears
to point to Jesus Christ's omnipresence — suggesting that
even while he was on earth, he was at least in some sense
also in heaven.

Pray for persecuted Christians

c) Jesus Christ’'s Character

See also:
» ¢) Jesus Christ’s Personality, p. 524

This section largely does not include references speaking
specifically about Jesus' character during his time on earth.
These can be found in Jesus Christ’s Personality (cross-
referenced above) in 77. God'’s Promised Messiah.

Subsections

= Jesus Christ is holy

= Jesus Christ is righteous . . .

= ... Jesus Christ judges in righteousness and with justice
= Jesus Christ is faithful

= Jesus Christ is loving

= Jesus Christ shows grace . . .

= ... and Jesus Christ is merciful

= Jesus Christ can display anger and jealousy

Jesus Christ is holy

See also:

= ... Jesus is the messianic Holy One of God, p. 491

= Jesus Christ was an unblemished offering — being without
sin, p. 590

Luke 1:35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born? will be called
holy—the Son of God.

A

a Some manuscripts add of you

As well as in the latter part of the verse, Jesus Christ's holiness
is reflected in the key role of the Holy Spirit in his conception
as a human being.

Acts 3:14 But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and
asked for a murderer to be granted to you, ...

Acts 4:27 ... for truly in this city there were gathered
together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed,
both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and
the peoples of Israel], ...

Heb 7:26-28 For it was indeed fitting that we should have
such a high priest, holy, innocent, unstained, separated from
sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27He has no need, like
those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins
and then for those of the people, since he did this once for all
when he offered up himself. 28For the law appoints men in
their weakness as high priests, but the word of the oath,
which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been
made perfect forever. E
Along with the earlier descriptions of him in vv. 26-27a, being
"made perfect forever” (v.28) further underlines Jesus
Christ's holiness. Note that references to Jesus Christ being
made perfect (cf. 2:10; 5:9) are not indicating that Jesus Christ
was ever in any way imperfect. A common view is that they
are speaking of him being perfectly molded for his high
priestly role — in fully experiencing humanity through his
suffering. Alternatively such references may be speaking of
Jesus Christ as being perfected in the sense of maturing in
his incarnation, through his suffering. When he was very
young he was not disobedient, but on the other hand he was
still to learn to obey, or to obey in the most trying
circumstances.

1Jn 3:3,5 And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies
himself as he is pure. E ... *You know that he appeared to
take away sins, and in him there is no sin.

Rev 3:7 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write:
‘The words of the holy one, the true one, who has the key of
David, who opens and no one will shut, who shuts and no
one opens. E

% Jesus Christ is good:
1Pet 2:3 ...if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. E

The subsequent verse (v.4) implies that Peter is here
referring to Jesus Christ, rather than God.
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Jesus Christ is righteous . . .

See also:

= Jesus was righteous, p. 527
= Jesus showed righteous anger and indignation, p. 527
= ... Jesus himself is identified with truth, p. 568

= The Messiah will have a universal reign of righteousness and
peace, p. 720

Isa 11:5 Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and
faithfulness the belt of his loins. §

Jer 23:5-6 Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD,
when [ will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall
reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. °In his days Judah will be saved,
and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name by which
he will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.” E

As with Isaiah 11:5 above, this speaks of the Messiah,
highlighting his righteousness.

Acts 7:52 Which of the prophets did your fathers not
persecute? And they killed those who announced
beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have
now betrayed and murdered, ... E

1Jn 2:1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so
that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an
advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2

1Jn 3:7 Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever
practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. £

It is Jesus Christ who is being spoken of here as righteous.
Note that the phrase "he is righteous” also occurs in 2:29.
There it is debatable as to whether it is referring to Jesus
Christ or to God.

2Pet 1:1b  To those who have obtained a faith of equal
standing with ours by the righteousness of our God and Savior
Jesus Christ: ...

Heb 1:8-9 But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is
forever and ever, the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of
your kingdom. °You have loved righteousness and hated
wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with
the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” g
The quotation is from Psalms 45:5-6, a messianic psalm, in
which the preceding verse (45:4) also makes reference to the
Messiah's righteousness — speaking of him acting “for the
cause of truth and meekness and righteousness”.

John 7:18 The one who speaks on his own authority seeks
his own glory; but the one who seeks the glory of him who sent
him is true, and in him there is no falsehood. £

Eph 6:9 Masters, do the same to them, and stop your

threatening, knowing that he who is both their Master? and

yours is in heaven, and that there is no partiality with him.
b Greek Lord

In the light of the preceding verses (vv. 6-8), “Master” appears
to be referring to Jesus Christ, but God may be in view.

... Jesus Christ judges in righteousness and with
justice

See also:

« Eph 6:9 0

Ps 72:2 May he judge your people with righteousness, and
your poor with justice! E

This is from a messianic passage, understood to be ultimately
fulfilled by Jesus Christ.

Isa 11:3b-4 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide
disputes by what his ears hear, *but with righteousness he
shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the
earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.

In making judgments with righteousness and equity (v. 4),

Jesus Christ will not judge just simply on the basis of what is
seen and heard (v. 3b; cf. Rev 2:23 ).

Isa 16:5 ...then a throne will be established in steadfastlove,
and on it will sit in faithfulness in the tent of David one who
judges and seeks justice and is swift to do righteousness. g

John 5:30 Icando nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, and
my judgment is just, because I seek not my own will but the
will of him who sent me. 2

Acts 17:31 ... because he has fixed a day on which he will
judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has
appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising
him from the dead. E

God will judge the world with justice through Jesus Christ —
in righteousness.

2Tim 4:8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will
award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all
who have loved his appearing. 2
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Rev 2:23 ... and I will strike her children dead. And all the

churches will know that I am he who searches mind and

heart, and I will give to each of you according to your works.
Two factors of Jesus Christ’s just judgment are that he knows
people’s hearts and minds, and that he repays each person
according to their deeds.

Rev 19:11 Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white
horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness he judges and makes war. £

John 8:16 Yet even if I do judge, my judgment is true, for it is
not I alone who judge, but I and the Fatherc who sent me. E
¢ Some manuscripts he

A key aspect of Jesus Christ's just judgment is that his
decisions are true — which implies that they are "right”
(NIV®), “correct” (NLT), “valid” (NRSV). This is in part at least
because he is supported in them by the Father — whose will
he seeks in making judgments (cf. John 5:30 1).

% Jesus Christ will establish justice on earth:
Isa 42:1-4 Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in
whom my soul delights; I have put my Spirit upon him; he
will bring forth justice to the nations. ?He will not cry aloud
or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 3a bruised
reed he will not break, and a faintly burning wick he will not
quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. *He will not grow
faint or be discouragedd till he has established justice in the
earth; and the coastlands wait for his law. E

4 Or bruised

This messianic prophecy is quoted in reference to Jesus in

Matthew 12:18-21. Note that Isaiah 11:3b-4 above also
speaks of Jesus Christ establishing justice on earth.

Jesus Christ is faithful
See also:
= [sa 42:3 1t

2Thes 3:3 But the Lord is faithful. He will establish you and
guard you against the evil one.c E

€ Or evil

2Tim 2:13 ... if we are faithless, he remains faithful— for he
cannot deny himself. E

Heb 2:17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in
every respect, so that he might become a merciful and
faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation
for the sins of the people. £

Heb 3:1-2, 6a Therefore, holy brothers,f you who share in a
heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest of
our confession, 2who was faithful to him who appointed him,
just as Moses also was faithful in all God’s8 house. E ... ®but
Christ is faithful over God’s house as a son.

f Or brothers and sisters; also verse 12
8 Greek his; also verses 5, 6

Rev 1:5a ... and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. £
The description of Jesus Christ as “the faithful witness” is

alluding to Christ’s faithfulness in his testimony to God's
word (vv. 1-2).

Rev 19:11 Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white
horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness he judges and makes war. E

Isa 11:5 Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and
faithfulness the belt of his loins. 2

Jesus Christ is loving

See also:

= Jesus was loving — shown ultimately in him giving up his
life, p. 524

= Jesus Christ loves God's people — as he showed when he
gave his life for them + ref., p. 819

John 15:9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you.

Abide in my love. 2
The fact that Jesus Christ compares his love for his disciples
with that of the Father’s love for him, shows the enormity of
his love for them. The following references from Ephesians
3:17b-19 and Romans 8:35-39 also highlight the enormity of
Jesus Christ's love — as do the verses in the above cross
references.

Eph 3:17-19 ...so that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love,
may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what
is the breadth and length and height and depth, ®and to
know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you
may be filled with all the fullness of God. E
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Note that in v. 18, “the breadth and length and height and
depth” has been interpreted to be speaking of the immensity
of either Christ's love (cf. GNT, NCV, NIV) or God's love (cf.
NLT). It could more generally be referring to the vastness of
riches that believers have in their relationship with Christ.

Rom 8:35-39 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36As it is written, “For your
sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as
sheep to be slaughtered.” 3’No, in all these things we are
more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am
sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor
things present nor things to come, nor powers, 3°nor height
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. E
Note that vv. 38-39 speak of God’'s amazing love expressed
to his people in or “through” (GNT) Jesus Christ, rather than
the love of Jesus Christ himself. But in light of the earlier
reference to Christ’s love — in v. 35 and quite possibly also in
v. 37 — it could well be that Paul has Christ's love in view as
the medium of God's love.

2Thes 2:13 But we ought always to give thanks to God for
you, brothers beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as
the firstfruitsh to be saved, through sanctification by the
Spirit and belief in the truth. &

h Some manuscripts chose you from the beginning

% A reference to Jesus Christ’s affection:

Phil 1:8 For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with
the affection of Christ Jesus. E

Jesus Christ shows grace. ..

John 1:14,16-17 And the Word became flesh and dwelt

among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only

Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 5 ... 1%And from

his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17For the

law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through

Jesus Christ. £
This may be implying that the Father's grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ. Even so, it points to Jesus Christ’s grace
(v. 16). In a similar vein, Romans 5:15 below speaks of the
Father's grace coming through Jesus Christ's grace.

Rom 5:15 Butthe free giftis notlike the trespass. For if many
died through one man’s trespass, much more have the grace
of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus
Christ abounded for many. £

A

The "gift” primarily refers to the “free gift of righteousness”
(v. 17).

Rom 1:7 To all those in Rome who are loved by God and
called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. E

Rom 16:20b The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

Acts 15:11 But we believe that we will be saved through the
grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.

2Cor 8:9 Foryou know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that
you by his poverty might become rich. g

2Cor 12:9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you,
for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will
boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the
power of Christ may rest upon me. 2

Gal 1:6 1 am astonished thatyou are so quickly deserting him
who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a
different gospel— E
The term "the grace of Christ” is referring either to the grace
Christ showed in sacrificing himself for the sake of others, or
to “the grace that Christ has provided” (NIrV®) whereby
people are saved by grace rather than by their own merit. The
two alternatives are in any case very much interrelated.

Eph 4:7 But grace was given to each one of us according to
the measure of Christ’s gift. 2

The reference here is to spiritual gifts, a manifestation of
Jesus Christ's grace.

1Tim 1:14 ... and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with
the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.

2Tim 2:1 You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace
that is in Christ Jesus, ... £

2Pet 3:18a But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. £
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... and Jesus Christ is merciful

See also:

= Jesus was compassionate, p. 524

Heb 2:17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in
every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful
high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the
sins of the people. E

1Cor 7:25 Now concerning' the betrothed, I have no
command from the Lord, but I give my judgment as one who
by the Lord’s mercy is trustworthy. E

I The expression Now concerning introduces a reply to a

question in the Corinthians’ letter; see 7:1
i Greek virgins

Jude 1:21 ... keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for
the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life. E

1Tim 1:2 To Timothy, my true child in the faith: Grace, mercy,
and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

1Tim 1:13, 15-16 ... though formerly I was a blasphemer,
persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I received mercy
because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, £ ... 15The saying
is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom [ am the
foremost. 1°But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as
the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as
an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal
life. 2

The reference to Jesus Christ's “perfect patience” (v. 16) —a

further characteristic of Jesus Christ — suggests that it is Jesus

Christ's mercy in view (vv. 13, 16).

"

2Tim 1:16, 18 May the Lord grant mercy to the household of
Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me and was not
ashamed of my chains, 2 ... 18may the Lord grant him to find
mercy from the Lord on that Day!—and you well know all the
service he rendered at Ephesus. £
Note that the two references to “the Lord” in v. 18 seem to
be speaking of two different entities, i.e. Jesus Christ and God
(cf. CEV). As such the reference to mercy — as with thatinv. 16
— may be to the God's mercy.

t Jesus Christ is sympathetic:

Heb 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every
respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. £

A

Jesus Christ can display anger and jealousy

See also:

= Jesus showed righteous anger and indignation, p. 527

Ps 2:11-12  Serve the LoRD with fear, and rejoice with
trembling. 12Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in
the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are all who
take refuge in him. E

This psalm is understood to be messianic, which is supported
by NT quotations from it — and thus applicable to Jesus
Christ. The references to anger and wrath are possibly
speaking of the Son — hence the verse’s inclusion in this
subsection. But as the context indicates, they may well
instead refer to the LORD (cf. CEV).

Rev 6:16-17 ... calling to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us
and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne,
and from the wrath of the Lamb, Vfor the great day of their
wrath has come, and who can stand?” 2

1Cor 10:21-22 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the
cup of demons. You cannot partake of the table of the Lord
and the table of demons. 22Shall we provoke the Lord to
jealousy? Are we stronger than he? £

Jesus Christ is jealous for his people’s faithfulness to him.

Pray for persecuted Christians

d) Jesus Christ's ‘Name’

In biblical times, a person’s name represented or embodied
their whole person - including their nature, authority and
significance or purpose. This concept is in view in references
to the “name” of a person.

Subsections

= Jesus Christ's "name” signifies Jesus Christ himself

= Jesus Christ's “name” is correlated with his authority and
power

= Jesus Christ's “name” signifies him in his attainment of
forgiveness of sins
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= Jesus Christ's “name” signifies him in his attainment of
salvation and eternal life

u

= Jesus Christ's “name” signifies him in his gospel and cause
— with Christians being devoted to it

= Note: God has given Jesus Christ a name that is superior to
all others

Jesus Christ’s “name” signifies Jesus Christ himself

John 3:18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but
whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he
has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 2
The phrases "believes in him” and “believed in the name of
God's one and only Son” are equivalent — as are “call on him”
and “calls on the name of the Lord” in Romans 10:12-13
immediately below. As such, these verses strongly suggest
that Jesus Christ’'s “name” signifies Jesus Christ himself.

Rom 10:12-13 For there is no distinction between Jew and
Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches
on all who call on him. 3For “everyone who calls on the name
of the Lord will be saved.” E

2Thes 1:12 ... so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be
glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our
God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 5
Here the connection between “the name of our Lord Jesus”
and “"you", and the reversal of the connection in the
subsequent clause - “you in him” — correlates “the name” of
Jesus Christ with Jesus Christ himself.

John 2:23 Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover
Feast, many believed in his name when they saw the signs
that he was doing.
The phrase "believed in his name” is equivalent to “believed
in him” (GNT, NCV, cf. CEV), indicative of the fact that Jesus
Christ's "name” signifies Jesus Christ himself.

Acts 9:14 And here he has authority from the chief priests to
bind all who call on your name. 2

To call on Jesus Christ's name (cf. v. 21) is to call on Jesus
Christ himself (cf. Rom 10:12-13 1). Note that the verse
appears to be speaking of calling on him in terms of
expressing allegiance to Jesus Christ as the one whom one
worships (cf. CEV, GNT, NCV, NIrV). To call on him also
suggests turning to him for help, as the one we look to and
worship as our helper and deliverer (cf. 2:21).

% God sent the Holy Spirit in Jesus Christ’'s name, in his place:

John 14:26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father

will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to

your remembrance all that [ have said to you.
Jesus said the Father would send the Holy Spirit in his name
—"in My place, to represent Me and act on My behalf” (AMP;
cf. CEV, NLT, 16:7 below). As such the Holy Spirit would
represent Jesus Christ's interests and continue his work,
doing such things as reminding his followers of everything
Jesus Christ had said to them.

Jesus Christ's “name” is correlated with his

authority and power

See also:

u,

® Ask for things in Jesus Christ’s “name”, p. 1225

» ... Do God’s work in the "name” of Jesus Christ, p. 1418

s

= Demons are driven out of people in Jesus Christ's “name”,
p. 1819

Note that in addition to the above cross references, the
verses in the following two subsections also allude to Jesus
Christ's name being correlated with his authority and power,
as they attribute aspects of salvation being appropriated on
account of his name - often by believing in it.

Matt 18:20 For where two or three are gathered in my name,
there am [ among them. g
To meet in Jesus Christ's “name” involves seeking to act in
accordance with his will and by his authority, in recognition
of who heis.

1Cor 5:4-5 When you are assembled in the name of the Lord
Jesus and my spirit is present, with the power of our Lord
Jesus, Syou are to deliver this man to Satan for the
destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the
day of the Lord.k £

k Some manuscripts add Jesus

Acts 4:30 ... while you stretch out your hand to heal, and
signs and wonders are performed through the name of your
holy servant Jesus. £

The disciples are effectively asking God to perform such

miraculous acts “through the authority and by the power of
the name of... Jesus” (AMP; cf. NCV).

Mark 9:38-40 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone
casting out demons in your name,! and we tried to stop him,
because he was not following us.” 3°But Jesus said, “Do not
stop him, for no one who does a mighty work in my name will
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be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. #°For the one who
is not against us is for us.

I Some manuscripts add who does not follow us

Luke 10:17-19 The seventy-two returned with joy, saying,
“Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your name!” 18And
he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.
19Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing
shall hurt you.

Bringing demons to submission in Jesus’ “name” (v. 18) was
an example of the use of the authority Jesus spoke of in v. 19,
which presumably was to be exercised in his “"name”.

Acts 3:6-7, 16 But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but
what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, rise up and walk!” 7And he took him by the right
hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles
were made strong. £ ... ®And his name—by faith in his
name—has made this man strong whom you see and know,
and the faith that is through Jesus™ has given the man this
perfect health in the presence of you all.

m(Greek him

Peter gave the command in the “name” or by the authority

of Jesus Christ, his name representing or incorporating his
authority and power — "By the power of Jesus Christ” (NCV™).

Acts 4:10 ...let it be known to all of you and to all the people
of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom
you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this
man is standing before you well.

Acts 16:18 And this she kept doing for many days. Paul,
having become greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit,
“Icommand you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.”
And it came out that very hour. 2

Matt 7:22 On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did
we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your
name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ £

Note that while this clearly correlates Jesus Christ's "name”
with his authority and power, Jesus subsequently says that he
will say to the people quoted here that he never knew them
(cf. v. 23). Some commentators think that their claims to have
done such things in his “name” may well be true, while others
think that any power they may have exercised was actually of
an evil source.

% The attempt of some Jews to drive out spirits by Jesus
Christ’'s “"name™:

Acts 19:13-17 Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists
undertook to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who
had evil spirits, saying, “I adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul
proclaims.” 1*Seven sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva
were doing this. 15But the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus |
know, and Paul I recognize, but who are you?” 1°And the man
in whom was the evil spirit leaped on them, mastered all* of
them and overpowered them, so that they fled out of that
house naked and wounded. 17And this became known to all
the residents of Ephesus, both Jews and Greeks. And fear fell
upon them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was extolled. £
n Or both
Jesus Christ's “name” cannot be invoked by just anyone as if
it was some magical formula. To do anything in Jesus Christ's
“name” one has to be a committed follower of Christ.
Furthermore not all Christians are given the gift/s to perform
powerful deeds.

u

Jesus Christ’s “name” signifies him in his attainment
of forgiveness of sins

See also:

» God'’s people are baptized in the "name” of Jesus Christ,
p. 1438

The following verses all associate Jesus Christ's “name” with
his attainment of the forgiveness and removal of sins.
Correspondingly, they show that people can be forgiven
through or on account of the authority of his “name”. (A
similar comment can be made for the following subsection,
regarding Jesus Christ's “name” signifying his attainment of
salvation and eternal life.)

Acts 10:43 To him all the prophets bear witness that
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins
through his name. £

Acts 22:16 And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized
and wash away your sins, calling on his name. g

1Jn 2:12 Tam writing to you, little children, because your sins
are forgiven for his name’s sake.

John appears to be speaking of sins being forgiven because
of Jesus’ name - “through His name and on account of
confessing His name” (AMP).
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Luke 24:46-47 ... and said to them, “Thus it is written, that
the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the
dead, #7and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from
Jerusalem.
The message of “repentance and forgiveness of sins” was to
be preached “in his name”, with his authority (cf. NLT), as the
one who by his work has realized this forgiveness.

1Cor 6:11 And such were some of you. But you were washed,
you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. E
This may well be meaning that all three things listed — being
“washed...sanctified...justified” — are done in Jesus Christ's
name and by the Holy Spirit (cf. CEV, NIrV).

u

Jesus Christ’s “name” signifies him in his attainment
of salvation and eternal life

As is the case with most of the verses in the previous
subsection and indeed all of the subsections in this topic, in
most of the following verses references to Jesus Christ's
“name” can be replaced by references simply to Jesus Christ
and the verses will maintain the same sense. As such the
verses illustrate that Jesus Christ's name signifies Jesus Christ
in his attainment of salvation and eternal life.

Acts 4:12 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no
other name under heaven given among men by which we must
be saved. E

Acts 2:21 And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. E

Matt 12:21 ... and in his name the Gentiles will hope. 2

It was prophesied that people would put their hope for
salvation in Jesus Christ's name (cf. Isa 42:4).

1Jn 3:23 And thisis his commandment, that we believe in the
name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he
has commanded us.

This alludes to — or at least can be applied to — believing on
Jesus Christ's name for salvation (cf. John 3:18).

John 20:31 ... but these are written so that you may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing
you may have life in his name. 2

1Jn 5:13 [ write these things to you who believe in the name
of the Son of God that you may know that you have eternal life.

A

% By believing in Jesus Christ’'s “name”, people become
children of God:

John 1:12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his
name, he gave the right to become children of God, ...

The right to become a child of God is an additional aspect of
salvation that one is given through Jesus Christ's name.

Jesus Christ’s “name” signifies him in his gospel and
cause — with Christians being devoted to it

Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip as he preached good
news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ,
they were baptized, both men and women. E

Philip preached the gospel “about Jesus Christ” (GNT), and
the kingdom of God.

Acts 9:15-16 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen
instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and
kings and the children of Israel. *®For I will show him how
much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” E
Paul was to take the message about Jesus Christ to the
Gentiles, which would result in him suffering greatly for Jesus
Christ and his cause — the cause of spreading the gospel
about him in order to lead people to believe in him.

Luke 21:12 But before all this they will lay their hands on you
and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and
prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors
for my name’s sake. 2

For the sake of Jesus Christ's name — and so for Jesus Christ

himself — Christians would suffer greatly, in being faithful to
him and spreading his gospel.

John 15:20-21 Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A
servant is not greater than his master.” If they persecuted
me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they
will also keep yours. 21But all these things they will do to you
on account of my name, because they do not know him who
sent me. £

To suffer on account of the “name” of Jesus Christ means to

suffer for him and his cause, doing so as one who is identified
with and representative of him.

Acts 5:41 Then they left the presence of the council, rejoicing
that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name.
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Acts 21:13  Then Paul answered, “What are you doing,
weeping and breaking my heart? For I am ready not only to
be imprisoned but even to die in Jerusalem for the name of the
Lord Jesus.” E

Rev 2:3 1know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for
my name’s sake, and you have not grown weary. £

Acts 4:18 So they called them and charged them not to speak
or teach at all in the name of Jesus. E
To speak “in the name of Jesus” (cf. Acts 9:27-28 1) means
not only to speak about him, but to do so as his
representative, furthering his cause. It may well also imply
reliance on him and his power.

Acts 9:27-28 But Barnabas took him and brought him to the
apostles and declared to them how on the road he had seen
the Lord, who spoke to him, and how at Damascus he had
preached boldly in the name of Jesus. 2850 he went in and out
among them at Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the name of the
Lord. B

% Christians are called by Christ’'s name:

1Pet 4:14, 16 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you
are blessed, because the Spirit of glory® and of God rests
upon you. 2 ... 16Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him

not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name. =

© Some manuscripts insert and of power

The correlation between “the name of Christ” (v. 14) and
“Christian” (v. 16) underlines the fact that Christians are called
by Christ's name.

Note: God has given Jesus Christ a name that is
superior to all others

See also:

= ... and Jesus’ usage of “l am” quite possibly alludes to God's
name, p. 121

In addition to “Jesus Christ” or “Christ”, some of the following
references are — or appear to be — speaking of an additional
name (or names) bestowed on Jesus Christ, without actually
stating the name. As referred to in the comments below,
possibilities include “LORD", “Lord” (as in him being the Lord
or ruler of all things) and the “Son” of God. Two further
names of Jesus Christ are stated below in Revelation 19:13,
16. All these names, given him by God, imply Jesus Christ's
superiority to all others.

John 17:11-12a And I am no longer in the world, but they are
in the world, and [ am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them
in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one,
even as we are one. ?While I was with them, I kept them in
your name, which you have given me.

Some Greek manuscripts speak of the believers referred to
here, rather than “the name”, as that which is given to Jesus
— as is the case earlier in v. 6, 9 and later in v.24. This
rendering is followed by some modern translations (cf. AMP,
NKJV, NLT) and noted in text notes by others (cf. GNT, NRSV).
As it is here in the ESV (cf. CEV, GNT, NASB, NCV, NIV, NRSV)
it speaks of the Father giving his own name to Jesus, which
besides emphasizing the superiority of Jesus Christ's name,
would also raise the possibly that “LORD" is in view (cf.
comment on Phil 2:9-11 {).

Phil 2:9-11  Therefore God has highly exalted him and
bestowed on him the name that is above every name, %so that
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, 'and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. §

Commentators differ as to whether “name” (v. 9b) is referring
to Jesus Christ’s actual name. If it is, it would probably not be
referring to “Jesus”, appearing to have been given after his
exaltation (v. 9a). "Lord” would be a more likely candidate,
particularly with the mention of all people or creatures
acknowledging that “Jesus Christ is Lord” (cf. ZBC).
Additionally, “LORD" may ultimately be in view, in light of the
description “the name that is above every name” (v. 9) and
the fact that "LORD" is translated in Greek as “Lord".

Heb 1:4-5 ... having become as much superior to angels as
the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. SFor
to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son,
today I have begotten you”? Or again, “I will be to him a
father, and he shall be to me a son”? £
The “name” may have in view Jesus Christ being called God’s
“Son” (v. 5). But it could well be the same name referred to in
the above passages.

Acts 4:12 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no
other name under heaven given among men by which we must
be saved. E
The “name” referred to here and in James 2:7 below is
probably simply “Jesus Christ” (or “Jesus” or “Christ”). The
verses have been included as they point to the superiority of
Jesus Christ's name to all others.

James 2:7 Are they not the ones who blaspheme the
honorable name by which you were called? E

Jesus Christ's name is being referred to here (cf. AMP, NCV,
NIrV), although some think that more precisely the derivative
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“Christian” is in view as "the fair name by which you have P Some manuscripts sprinkled with
been called” (NASB; cf. NKJV, NLT). Either way, this points to

Possibly v.12b is implying that nobody understood the
Jesus Christ's name as being “the excellent name” (NRSV).

meaning of the name (cf. CEV, NLT), rather than simply not
knowing it. Either way, it appears to speak of the

% Further mention of superlative names being given to incomprehensibleness of Jesus Christ's person and points to
Jesus Christ: the supremacy of both him and the name itself. Likewise the
Rev 19:12-13, 16 His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his other peerless names given him (vv. 13, 16) also point to his

head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no supremacy.

one knows but himself. 13He is clothed in a robe dipped inP
blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of God.
... 160n his robe and on his thigh he has a name written,

Pray for persecuted Christians
King of kings and Lord of lords. E
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Il. Jesus Christ and God

See also:
= Note: Jesus Christ is the Word of God, p. 300

The claim that Jesus Christ is the Son of God is one of the
most central teachings in the NT. In addition to this, the NT
says much that associates Jesus Christ with God. This
teaching forms the basis of a large portion of what
distinguishes Christianity from other religions.

a) Jesus Christ Is the Son of God (l):
General

See also:

= b) Jesus Is the Promised Messiah, p. 489
= Note: The Christ is understood to be the Son of God, p. 506

Subsections

= Jesus Christ is the Son of God . . .
= ... Jesus Christ is God's only Son
= God is Jesus Christ's Father

= Jesus Christ is the image of God

= Jesus Christ has the form and fullness of God — equality in
nature

= Note: The Father loves his Son

Jesus Christ is the Son of God . . .

Mark 1:1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son
of God2 2

a Some manuscripts omit the Son of God

2Cor 1:19  For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we
proclaimed among you, Silvanus and Timothy and I, was not
Yes and No, but in him it is always Yes. E

Heb 4:14 Since then we have a great high priest who has
passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold
fast our confession. £

G- H-OT - NT

1Jn 1:3 ... that which we have seen and heard we proclaim
also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and
indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son
Jesus Christ.

2Jn 1:3 Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us, from God
the Father and from Jesus Christ the Father’s Son, in truth and
love.

Heb 1:6 And again, when he brings the firstborn into the
world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.”

"

The description of Jesus Christ as God's “firstborn” points not
only to his sonship but also to his preeminence as “the
firstborn of all creation” (Col 1:15), with his exalted status and
exclusive privileges.

. . . Jesus Christ is God’s only Son

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the
Father, full of grace and truth. g

John 3:16, 18 For God so loved the world,b that he gave his
only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but
have eternal life. E ... 1¥Whoever believes in him is not
condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned
already, because he has not believed in the name of the only
Son of God. E

b Or For this is how God loved the world

Heb 1:5 For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are
my Son, today I have begotten you”? Or again, “I will be to him
a father, and he shall be to me a son”?

The rhetorical questions point to Jesus Christ being uniquely
the Son of God. Note that here the writer is quoting OT
verses that referred to Davidic kings. He asserts that they are
ultimately referring to Jesus Christ, in line with the many
messianic prophecies that are consummately fulfilled in him
(cf. ¢) Messianic Prophecies Fulfilled by Jesus, p. 494). A further
OT reference to God calling a Davidic king his son occurs in
Psalms 89:27 — "I will also appoint him my firstborn, the most
exalted of the kings of the earth.” These OT verses are key to
the Messiah being understood to be the Son of God (cf. Note:
The Christ is understood to be the Son of God, p. 506). Jesus
Christ's claim to be the Son of God was effectively a claim to
be the Messiah.

1Jn 4:9 In this the love of God was made manifest among us,
that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live
through him. E
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1Jn 5:18 We know that everyone who has been born of God
does not keep on sinning, but he who was born of God
protects him, and the evil one does not touch him. &

The phrase “he who was born of God" quite probably refers
to Jesus Christ (cf. CEV, GNT, NASB, NCV, NLT, NRSV),
although some understand John to still have in view anyone
born of God (cf. NKJV). In referring to "he” who was born of
God suggests that "he” is the only one born of God in this
sense — and so God’'s only Son. Alternatively it may be
speaking of him being the first to be born of God.

% A further possible OT reference to God having a son:

Prov 30:4 Who has ascended to heaven and come down? Who
has gathered the wind in his fists? Who has wrapped up the
waters in a garment? Who has established all the ends of the
earth? What is his name, and what is his son’s name? Surely
you know! B

Whether or not the reference to his son is implying that God
has a son depends upon whether the rhetorical questions are
primarily implying that God is the one that does all these
things, or simply that no one else does; there is only a subtle
difference between the two. If the former alternative is
correct then it would appear that this is implying that God
has a son, however the latter is more likely the case (cf. CEV,
NLT).

God is Jesus Christ’s Father

See also:

= Heb 1:5 ©
= God is both Jesus Christ’s God and his Father, p. 132

Regarding the term "God the Father”, the NT often uses it or
the similar terms "God our Father” and our/the "God and
Father” — over 40 times in total. Almost always Jesus Christ is
mentioned in the same verse, even the same clause. The NT
does not refer to “God the Son” (although on occasions Jesus
Christ is referred to as “God" — cf. Jesus Christ is called
“God”. .., p. 120). As such the NT would seem to use “God
the Father” in a different sense to what we do when we use
the term in reference to “God the Son” (and “God the Spirit").
As per the theme of this subsection, the NT would appear to
use “Father” as a title of God, primarily to show or reflect
God's relationship to Jesus Christ, his Son.

Matt 16:17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon
Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you,
but my Father who is in heaven. E

Mark 14:36 And he said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible
for you. Remove this cup from me. Yet not what [ will, but
what you will.” B
The term “Abba” was one of intimacy, used of one’'s own
father.

Rom 15:6 ...that together you may with one voice glorify the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Col 1:3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, when we pray for you, ... £

Rev 1:5-6 ... and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. To him
who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood
6and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him
be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. E

Rev 3:5, 21 The one who conquers will be clothed thus in
white garments, and I will never blot his name out of the
book of life. I will confess his name before my Father and
before his angels. £ ... 21The one who conquers, I will grant
him to sit with me on my throne, as I also conquered and sat

down with my Father on his throne. E

Jesus Christ is the image of God

See also:

= To know or see Jesus Christ is to know or see the Father,
p. 120

» God is revealed and known through Jesus Christ, p. 243

The assertion that Jesus Christ is the image of God - having
the nature and fullness of God (as per the following
subsection) — reflects and supports the assertion that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God.

In speaking of Jesus Christ being the image of God, the
following verses are probably speaking of Jesus Christ in his
exalted state, with his being reflecting God's. If alternatively
Jesus Christ's incarnation is in view, the verses would be
referring to Jesus Christ's words and actions reflecting the
character of God.

2Cor 4:4-6 In their case the god of this world has blinded
the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of
God.5For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ
as Lord, with ourselves as your servants¢ for Jesus’ sake. ¢For
God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in
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our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Jesus Christ.

¢ Greek bondservants

Verse 6 points to Jesus Christ being the image of God (v. 4),
speaking of the glory of God being seen in Christ (cf. Heb
1:3 1) — the “glory of God [as it is manifest in the Person and
is revealed] in the face of Jesus Christ” (AMP).

Col 1:15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of
all creation. £

Heb 1:3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact
imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the
word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, ... E

Jesus Christ has the form and fullness of God -
equality in nature

See also:

* Heb 1:3a

= b) Jesus Christ's Pre-Eminence, p. 95

= b) Jesus Christ Is the Son of God (1l): Testimony, p. 115
= ¢) Jesus Christ Is Identified with God, p. 119

= d) Jesus Christ Is Treated like God Is, p. 128

Jesus Christ's divinity (or “God nature”) is one of the
distinctive, central teachings of Christianity. It is largely based
on the teachings in this chapter section and the sections
cross-referenced immediately above. In addition, it is also
shown by: the divine attributes of his being and character
that he has in common with God (which are discussed in the
first half of this chapter); his supreme power and rule over
the world (cf. d) Jesus Christ as Lord of All, p.684); and,
likewise, his deeds during his mission (cf. a) Jesus Christ's
Authority from God, p. 538; b) Jesus Christ's Power from God,
p. 542; and a) Jesus Christ’s Miracles, p. 559).

Phil 2:5-7 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours
in Christ Jesus,d ®who, though he was in the form of God, did
not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, "but made
himself nothing, taking the form of a servant,® being born in
the likeness of men. g

4 Or which was also in Christ Jesus

¢ Greek bondservant

Here "equality with God" (v. 6b) appears to refer primarily at

least to being "“in the form of God” (v. 6a). As such the verse

would appear to be referring to Jesus Christ having equality
in nature with God.

G

Col 1:19  For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to
dwell, ...

The phrase “all the fullness of God" refers to: the fullness of
God's nature (cf. GNT, NIrV) — “the sum total of the divine
perfection, powers, and attributes” (AMP); and/or “all of
himself” (NCV™; cf. CEV, NLT), meaning that God himself in
all his fullness dwells in Jesus Christ. Similar comment can be
made regarding “the whole fullness of deity” in 2:9 below.

Col 2:9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, ...

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God.
One implication of the last clause is that Jesus Christ has the

nature of God. It may even be the main thrust of it (cf. REB;
NET text note).

John 5:16-18 And this was why the Jews were persecuting
Jesus, because he was doing these things on the Sabbath.
17But Jesus answered them, “My Father is working until now,
and I am working.” 18This was why the Jews were seeking all
the more to kill him, because not only was he breaking the
Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making
himself equal with God. E
Verse 18 appears to be indicating that in calling God his
Father (v. 17) — and as reflected in his claim to like God be
persistently working (v. 17) — Jesus in effect asserts that he is
equal to God in nature (cf. NEL) and arguably even in status.

% A reference quite possibly to equality in status:

John 5:23 ... that all may honor the Son, just as they honor the
Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the
Father who sent him. 2

The sense may be “as much as they honor” God (CEV, NCV).

Note: The Father loves his Son

Matt 12:17-18 This was to fulfill what was spoken by the
prophet Isaiah: 18“Behold, my servant whom I have chosen,
my beloved with whom my soul is well pleased. 1 will put my
Spirit upon him, and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.

Matt 17:5 He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud
overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is
my beloved Son,f with whom I am well pleased,; listen to him.”

f Or my Son, my (or the) Beloved
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John 3:35 The Father loves the Son and has given all things
into his hand.

This and some of the following verses show some ways that
God the Father has expressed his love for his Son, Jesus
Christ. The Father has: placed everything in his hands; shown
him all he does (cf. John 5:20 1); and given him great glory
(cf. John 17:24 1).

John 5:20 For the Father loves the Son and shows him all that
he himself is doing. And greater works than these will he
show him, so that you may marvel. E

John 10:17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay
down my life that I may take it up again. E

The Father loves Jesus because of his obedience (cf. John
15:10 ) — ultimately expressed in Jesus laying down his life.

John 15:9-10 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you.
Abide in my love. 1°If you keep my commandments, you will
abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s
commandments and abide in his love. E

John 17:24, 26  Father, I desire that they also, whom you
have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory
that you have given me because you loved me before the
foundation of the world. 2 ... 261 made known to them your
name, and [ will continue to make it known, that the love with
which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them. &

Col 1:13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness
and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, ... E

1Pet 2:4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men
but in the sight of God chosen and precious, ... E

Being chosen by God and in particular being precious to God,
reflect the fact that Jesus Christ is loved by God.

% Jesus Christ loves his Father:

John 14:31a ... but I do as the Father has commanded me, so
that the world may know that I love the Father. g

Jesus expressed his love for the Father by his obedience -
and the Father loved Jesus because of his obedience (cf. John
10:17 1; John 15:10 1).

Pray for persecuted Christians

b) Jesus Christ Is the Son of God (ll):
Testimony

See also:

® d) Further Testimony to Jesus Being the Messiah, p. 503

= Testimonies about Jesus Christ . . . [give reason to believe in
him], p. 1047

Subsections

= God testifies to Jesus Christ being his Son
= The Holy Spirit testifies to Jesus Christ being the Son of God

= Jesus Christ himself testified to being the Son of God -
which is why he was crucified

= Others also testified to Jesus Christ being the Son of God
= Jesus Christ's deeds are evidence that he is the Son of God

= Other events of Jesus Christ's incarnation are evidence that
he is the Son of God

God testifies to Jesus Christ being his Son

See also:

... God himself testified to Jesus and his claims, p. 1048

Matt 3:16-17 And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he
went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were
opened to him,8 and he saw the Spirit of God descending like
a dove and coming to rest on him; 7and behold, a voice from
heaven said, “This is my beloved Son,h with whom I am well
pleased.” E

8 Some manuscripts omit to him

h Or my Son, my (or the) Beloved

Matt 16:16-17 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the
Son of the living God.” '7And Jesus answered him, “Blessed
are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not
revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. £

Matt 17:5 He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud
overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is
my beloved Son,i with whom [ am well pleased; listen to him.”

I Or my Son, my (or the) Beloved

This occurred during Jesus' transfiguration (cf. vv. 1-9; 2Pet
1:17 1), reflecting God's testimony at Jesus’ baptism (cf. Matt
3:116-17 1).
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2Pet 1:17 For when he received honor and glory from God
the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic
Glory, “This is my beloved Sonj with whom I am well
pleased,” ...

i Or my Son, my (or the) Beloved

Heb 1:5 For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are

my Son, today I have begotten you”? Or again, “I will be to him

a father, and he shall be to me a son”? E
As noted earlier, the writer asserts that these OT verses that
referred to Davidic kings are ultimately referring to Jesus
Christ, in line with the many messianic prophecies that are
consummately fulfilled in him. The rhetorical questions
indicate that God has said these things of Christ, and only of
him. As such they show that God testifies to Jesus Christ
being his Son.

1Jn 5:9-11 If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony
of God is greater, for this is the testimony of God that he has
borne concerning his Son. 1°°Whoever believes in the Son of God
has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has
made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony
that God has borne concerning his Son. 'And this is the
testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his
Son. B
This speaks of God giving testimony about his Son, Jesus
Christ, as opposed to testimony that Jesus Christ is his Son.
However the terms in which it is expressed imply or point to
the latter. For further comment see ... God himself testified
to Jesus and his claims, p. 1048.

The Holy Spirit testifies to Jesus Christ being the
Son of God

See also:

= The Holy Spirit witnesses about Jesus Christ to people,
fostering belief, p. 1771

1Jn 5:5-8 Who is it that overcomes the world except the one
who believes that jJesus is the Son of God? ¢This is he who
came by water and blood—]esus Christ; not by the water
only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one
who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. "For there are
three that testify: 8the Spirit and the water and the blood; and
these three agree. E
The "water” and “blood” are usually taken as references to
Jesus' baptism and death (NLT, CEV text note, NCV text note).
John uses them here in asserting that Jesus Christ, the Son of
God, was the truly human person who was baptized and who
died. (John was refuting a heresy that the divine Christ came

upon the man Jesus at his baptism, but left him before his
death.) In accordance with these two events (v. 8), the Holy
Spirit testifies that this Jesus was in fact the Son of God. This
testimony of the Holy Spirit is generally understood to be
primarily referring to the ongoing inner witness of the Holy
Spirit to believers, although some think it could also refer to
the Holy Spirit descending on Jesus at his baptism.

Rom 1:4 ... and was declared to be the Son of God in power
according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the
dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, ... 2

Jesus Christ’s resurrection emphatically showed him to be the
Son of God, largely because it vindicated Jesus and his claims.
It firstly vindicated Jesus' claim that he would rise from the
dead, and accordingly gave credence to his others claims —
notably his claim to be the Son of God. This verse speaks of
the Holy Spirit playing a key role in this declaration of Jesus
Christ's sonship in his resurrection. More specifically, possibly
it is primarily speaking of the Holy Spirit's role in the
revelation of the implications of Jesus Christ's resurrection;
alternatively it may be speaking of the Holy Spirit actually
bringing about Christ's resurrection (cf. NLT).

1Tim 3:16  Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of
godliness: Hek was manifested in the flesh, vindicated! by the
Spirit/™ seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations,
believed on in the world, taken up in glory. E

k Greek Who; some manuscripts God; others Which

! Or justified

mQr vindicated in spirit

Here “Spirit” could alternatively be translated “spirit” (ESV
text note, NCV, NRSV) referring to Jesus’ own human spirit. If
“Spirit” is to be preferred, the phrase “vindicated by the
Spirit” would be referring to the Holy Spirit empowering
Jesus to perform miracles and in particular to the Holy Spirit
having a role in his resurrection. By such things the Holy Spirit
vindicated Jesus and his claims, including his claim to be the
Son of God.

% The Holy Spirit coming on Jesus at his baptism supported
the declaration that Jesus was God's Son:

Matt 3:16-17 And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he
went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened
to him,™ and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove
and coming to rest on him; 7and behold, a voice from heaven
said, “This is my beloved Son,® with whom I am well pleased.”

n Some manuscripts omit to him
° Or my Son, my (or the) Beloved

God's verbal testimony to Jesus Christ being his Son (v. 17) is
supported by God anointing Jesus Christ with his Spirit, in a
manner that was apparently visible (v. 16).
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Jesus Christ himself testified to being the Son of
God - which is why he was crucified

Matt 26:63-68 ButJesus remained silent. And the high priest
said to him, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are
the Christ, the Son of God.” ®*Jesus said to him, “You have said
so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man
seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of
heaven.” ®5Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has
uttered blasphemy. What further witnesses do we need? You
have now heard his blasphemy. ¢¢What is your judgment?”
They answered, “He deserves death.” ¢’Then they spit in his
face and struck him. And some slapped him, ¢8saying,
“Prophesy to us, you Christ! Who is it that struck you?” 2

Luke 22:70 So they all said, “Are you the Son of God, then?”
And he said to them, “You say that  am.” E

Jesus' response appears to have the sense: “You rightly say
that | am.” (NKJV; cf. AMP, NASB, NIV, NLT).

John 5:17-18 Butjesus answered them, “My Father is working
until now, and I am working.” 18This was why the Jews were
seeking all the more to kill him, because not only was he
breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own
Father, making himself equal with God. E

By calling God his own Father, Jesus asserted that he was the
Son of God.

John 10:36 . do you say of him whom the Father
consecrated and sent into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’
because I said, ‘I am the Son of God? £
Comment on this verse is given later in this chapter (cf. Jesus
Christ’s deeds are evidence that he is the Son of God, p. 118;

and Further evidence of Jesus Christ's identification with God,
p. 125).

Rev 2:18 And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write:
‘The words of the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire,
and whose feet are like burnished bronze. £

Jesus Christ is the speaker here.

Matt 27:37-43 And over his head they put the charge against
him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 38Then
two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and
one on the left. 3°And those who passed by derided him,
wagging their heads #°and saying, “You who would destroy
the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you
are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” *1So also the
chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him,
saying, 2“He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the

A

King of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we
will believe in him. *3He trusts in God; let God deliver him
now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.”” E

John 19:7 The JewsP answered him, “We have a law, and
according to that law he ought to die because he has made
himself the Son of God.” E

P Greek loudaioi probably refers here to Jewish religious

leaders, and others under their influence, in that time;
also verses 12, 14, 31, 38

Matt 27:27-29 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus
into the governor’s headquarters,® and they gathered the
whole battalion® before him. 28And they stripped him and put
a scarlet robe on him, *°and twisting together a crown of
thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand.
And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King
of the Jews!” 8

4 Greek the praetorium

r Greek cohort; a tenth of a Roman legion, usually about

600 men

This shows that the soldiers understood that Jesus was to be
crucified for claiming to be the Christ, the King of the Jews.

Others also testified to Jesus Christ being the Son
of God

See also:

= Matt 14:33 &; John 20:31 &; John 1:49 §

Luke 1:31-32, 35 [Gabriel:] And behold, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.
32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.
And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father
David, E ... 3°And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be borns will be called
holy—the Son of God. £

s Some manuscripts add of you

The speaker is the angel Gabriel, effectively testifying to Jesus
being the Son of God.

Mark 8:29 And he asked them, “But who do you say that I

am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Christ.” 2

John 1:32-34  And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit
descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33]
myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with
water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend
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and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’
344nd I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son
of God.”

John 11:27 She [Martha] said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that
you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the
world.” E

Acts 9:20 And immediately he [Saul] proclaimed Jesus in the
synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” &

Matt 27:54 When the centurion and those who were with him,
keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took
place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the
Sontof God!” B

t Orason

Mark 3:11 And whenever the unclean spirits saw him, they
fell down before him and cried out, “You are the Son of God.”

Mark 5:7 And crying out with a loud voice, he said, “What
have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? 1
adjure you by God, do not torment me.” £

These words were from an evil spirit, speaking through the
man he possessed.

Jesus Christ’'s deeds are evidence that he is the Son
of God

See also:

= Jesus' deeds showed that he is the Messiah, the Christ,
p. 503

= Jesus’ deeds validated his claims about himself and God, p. 545
= Jesus’ deeds led many people to believe in him, p. 546

= Jesus Christ’s deeds [give reason to believe in him], p. 1045

Matt 14:25, 28-29, 32-33 And in the fourth watch of the
night he came to them, walking on the sea. 2 ... 28And Peter
answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you
on the water.” 2°He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat
and walked on the water and came to Jesus. £ ... 32And when
they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the boat

worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” E

The disciples’ conclusion that Jesus was the Son of God
(v. 33) appears to be in response to: Jesus walking on the
water (v. 25); Jesus enabling Peter to walk on the water
(v. 29); and the quieting of the strong, threatening wind
(v. 32).

John 10:36-38 ... do you say of him whom the Father
consecrated and sent into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’
because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’? 37If I am not doing the
works of my Father, then do not believe me; 38but if I do them,
even though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you
may know and understand that the Father is in me and I am
in the Father. E
In vv. 37-38 Jesus implies that the fact that he does what God
his Father does — showing that God is in him and he in God
—indicates that he is God's Son (v. 36b).

John 20:30-31 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence
of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 3'but these
are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his
name.
The phrase “these are written” (v. 31) refers to the miraculous
signs performed by Jesus that John did record as testimony
to Jesus being the Son of God, his miraculous deeds giving
credence to his miraculous claim.

John 1:47-49 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and
said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no
deceit!”*8Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” Jesus
answered him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under
the fig tree, I saw you.” ** Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you
are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” £

Along with his actions, Jesus’ words pointed to him being the

Son of God. Here Jesus’ words reveal his supernatural

knowledge, evidencing that he was the Son of God.

Other events of Jesus Christ's incarnation are
evidence that he is the Son of God

Luke 1:31, 34-35 And behold, you will conceive in your
womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. & ...
34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since  am a
virgin?”* 3°And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born” will be called
holy—the Son of God. E

u Greek since I do not know a man
v Some manuscripts add of you

The fact that in his advent Jesus was conceived through
God's Holy Spirit and power (v. 35a) is evidence that he is
God's Son (v. 35b). For further comment see Jesus was born,
of Mary — after being conceived through the Holy Spirit. . .,
p. 517.
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Matt 17:1-3, 5-6 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter
and James, and John his brother, and led them up a high
mountain by themselves. 2And he was transfigured before
them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became
white as light. 3And behold, there appeared to them Moses and
Elijah, talking with him. & ... SHe was still speaking when,
behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from
the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son,% with whom I am well
pleased; listen to him.” *When the disciples heard this, they
fell on their faces and were terrified. E

wOr my Son, my (or the) Beloved

Just as the Holy Spirit coming on Jesus at his baptism
supported the declaration that Jesus was God's Son (cf. Matt
3:16-17), God'’s verbal testimony to Jesus Christ being his Son
(v. 5) is supported by Jesus' transfiguration (v.2) and the
appearance of Moses and Elijah, talking with him (v. 3).
Moses and Elijah’s presence point to the significance of what
Jesus would accomplish, bringing God's people ultimate
redemption and turn them to God. They were in a number of
ways forerunners of Jesus.

Matt 27:50-54 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice
and yielded up his spirit. >'And behold, the curtain of the
temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth
shook, and the rocks were split. 52The tombs also were opened.
And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were
raised, >3and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection
they went into the holy city and appeared to many. 5¢When
the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch
over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were
filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son* of God!” E

X Or ason

Rom 1:1-4 Paul, a servanty of Christ Jesus, called to be an
apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, ?which he promised
beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures,
3concerning his Son, who was descended from David?
according to the flesh “and was declared to be the Son of God
in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection
from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, ... §

¥ Or slave; Greek bondservant

z Or who came from the offspring of David

As spoken of earlier, Jesus Christ’s resurrection is a powerful

testimony to him being the Son of God.

Pray for persecuted Christians

c) Jesus Christ Is Identified with God

See also:

= d) Jesus Christ Is Treated like God Is, p. 128
» /. God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, p. 152

= ... One’s response to Jesus Christ is one’s response to God,
who sent him, p. 1042

Subsections

= Jesus Christ and the Father are one — each is in the other
= To know or see Jesus Christ is to know or see the Father
= Jesus Christ is called “God" . . .

= ... and Jesus' usage of “I am” quite possibly alludes to
God's name

= Titles of God are applied to Jesus Christ . . .

= ... Other OT references to God are applied to Jesus Christ
= Some actions are attributed to both God and Jesus Christ
= Some things are said to be both God's and Jesus Christ’s
= Further evidence of Jesus Christ’s identification with God

= Note: There is one God, the Father — and one Lord, Jesus
Christ

Jesus Christ and the Father are one - each is in the
other

John 10:30, 36-38 [ and the Father are one.” 2 ... 3%do you
say of him whom the Father consecrated and sent into the
world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘1 am the Son of
God’? 37If  am not doing the works of my Father, then do not
believe me; 38but if I do them, even though you do not believe
me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that
the Father is in me and I am in the Father.

Both here and in 14:10-11 below Jesus claims that what he

does shows that he and the Father are one, for in doing his
miracles he does what the Father does.

John 17:11, 21-23 And I am no longer in the world, but they
are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep
them in your name, which you have given me, that they may
be one, even as we are one. E ... 2ithat they may all be one,
just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may
be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent
me. 22The glory that you have given me [ have given to them,
that they may be one even as we are one, 231 in them and you
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in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world

may know that you sent me and loved them even as you

loved me.
That believers can be one as the Father and Jesus Christ are
one (w. 11b, 21-22) and that Jesus can be in them seemingly
in a similar sense to the Father being in him (v. 23; cf. John
10:38b 1; John 14:10, 20 {), suggests that this being "one”
points to such things as a spiritual union and a unity of
purpose.

John 14:10-11, 20 Do you not believe that I am in the Father
and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not
speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me
does his works. 1Believe me that I am in the Father and the
Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works
themselves. g ... ?°In that day you will know that I am in my
Father, and you in me, and I in you.

The words Jesus spoke (v. 10b) as well as his miracles (v. 11b)

were ultimately due to the Father dwelling in Jesus Christ
doing his work.

% Prophecy that the Messiah would be close to God:

Zec 13:7a “Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, against the
man who stands next to me,” declares the LORD of hosts.

The clause “the man who stands next to me” (“my partner” —
NLT, cf. NASB, NRSV) appears to point to the closeness or
even the oneness of Jesus Christ — God’s shepherd — with
God. As the Hebrew is used elsewhere to indicate a close
relative, some also see it as implying that Jesus Christ shares
God'’s nature. Jeremiah 30:21 similarly speaks of the Messiah
being close to God, quoting God as saying: “Their prince shall
be one of themselves; their ruler shall come out from their
midst; | will make him draw near, and he shall approach me,
for who would dare of himself to approach me? declares the
LORD."

To know or see Jesus Christ is to know or see the
Father

See also:

= Jesus Christ is the image of God, p. 113

= Jesus Christ has the form and fullness of God — equality in
nature, p. 114

= Jesus came to enable us to know God [objectives of Jesus’
mission], p. 511

John 819 They said to him therefore, “Where is your
Father?” Jesus answered, “You know neither me nor my
Father. Ifyou knew me, you would know my Father also.” E

A

John 12:45 And whoever sees me sees him who sent me. E

This and 14:7-9 below are unlikely meaning that those who
saw Jesus saw the Father’s physical appearance. The verses
are probably speaking of Jesus: representing the Father,
carrying out the will of the Father who sent him (cf. 12:45);
and reflecting or embodying what the Father was like (cf.
John 14:7-9 1).

John 14:7-9 Ifyou had known me, you would have known my
Father also.® From now on you do know him and have seen
him.” 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is
enough for us.” ?Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so
long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen
me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?

a Or Ifyou know me, you will know my Father also, or Ifyou
have known me, you will know my Father also

Jesus Christ is called “God” . ..

See also:

= Note: There is one God, the Father — and one Lord, Jesus
Christ, p. 126

Isa 9:6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the
government shall be upon? his shoulder, and his name shall
be calledc Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. E

b Or is upon

¢ Or is called

Matt 1:21-23 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this
took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the
prophet: 23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God
with us). E

John 1:1,18 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. E ...18No one has ever
seen God; the only God,4 who is at the Father’s side,® he has
made him known. E
d Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only
Son
¢ Greek in the bosom of the Father
Jesus Christ is understood to be “the Word"” — with the man
Jesus being the manifestation of “the Word” (cf. v. 14). Note
that the phrases in view here (i.e. in italics) may have a
qualitive sense (cf. REB; NET text note).
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John 20:28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” E

Rom 9:5 To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race,
according to the flesh, is the Christ who is God over all,
blessed forever. Amen.

Note that this verse can be translated differently with “God”

not being used of Jesus Christ (cf. CEV, GNT; text notes in
NCV, NIV, NLT, NRSV).

1Tim 3:16  Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of
godliness: Hef was manifested in the flesh, vindicatede by the
Spirith seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations,
believed on in the world, taken up in glory. E

f Greek Who; some manuscripts God; others Which

8 Or justified

h Or vindicated in spirit

Here it is the rendering in the first text note that identifies

Jesus as "God".

Titus 2:13 ... waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of
the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, ... &

Heb 1:8 But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever
and ever, the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your
kingdom. &
The quotation is from Psalms 45:6, where "God" appears to
be applied in some sense to a Davidic king. As indicated here

in Hebrews 1:8, this application is ultimately fulfilled in Jesus
Christ.

2Pet 1:1 Simeoni Peter, a servanti and apostle of Jesus Christ,
To those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with
ours by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus
Christ: ... g

I Some manuscripts Simon

I Or slave; Greek bondservant

1Jn 5:20 And we know that the Son of God has come and has
given us understanding, so that we may know him who is
true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ.
He is the true God and eternal life.

"He is the true God" could refer to Jesus Christ, as he is
mentioned immediately beforehand and typically is more
often and directly associated with “eternal life” — as per earlier
in the chapter (vv. 11-13) and in the prologue (1:1-3). But it
could also refer to God, as he is the subject of the latter part
of the previous statement and “true” is used of him twice
earlier in the verse.

...and Jesus’ usage of “l am” quite possibly alludes
to God's name

See also:

= luke 2:11 &

= Note: God has given Jesus Christ a name that is superior to
all others, p. 110

In the following selections from John chapters 8, 13 and 18,
Jesus uses the phrase “I am” in a manner that may well be a
reference to the name God gave for himself to Moses — “| AM
WHO | AM” and its shortened form “I AM" — in Exodus 3:14. This
is supported by the GNT and NLT translations and text notes
in the CEV and NASB (as noted in a couple of the comments
below).

John 8:24, 28 1 told you that you would die in your sins, for
unless you believe that I am he you will die in your sins. £ ...
28S0 Jesus said to them, “When you have lifted up the Son o

Man, then you will know that I am he, and that I do nothing
on my own authority, but speak just as the Father taught me.

The Greek translated as “I am he” (vv. 24, 28) may simply be
a reference to Jesus being the promised Messiah, and is used
in such an ordinary sense in 9:9 by a man Jesus healed.
However, the Greek phrase simply means “I am”.
Consequently, some other translations support an allusion to
Exodus 3:14 — “I Am Who | Am” (GNT) and “I AM" (NLT); cf.
text notes in CEV, NASB.

John 8:57-59 So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty
years old, and have you seen Abraham?”k 58Jesus said to
them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.”
59So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid
himself and went out of the temple. £

k Some manuscripts has Abraham seen you?

This is probably the most pointed of all the possible
references to God's name, with most modern translations
using “I am” for the phrase in question. This is affirmed by
the Jews' response, stoning being the penalty for blasphemy.
However, even if this is the case, given that Jesus is speaking
about existing before Abraham and with God's use of "I AM”
in Exodus apparently referring in part at least to his eternal
existence, arguably Jesus may be alluding to sharing God's
nature — in particular God's eternity, pointing to his (Jesus’)
preexistence (cf. NLT footnote) — rather than meaning he is
one and the same being as God. The Jews would have also
considered such a claim to be blasphemy. Note that if the
Jews did think that Jesus was claiming to be God, presumably
they did not continue to do so. For there is no mention of
such a claim in the accounts of Jesus' trial — in contrast to
Jesus' claims to be the messianic King of Israel, the Son of
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God (cf. Jesus Christ himself testified to being the Son of God
— which is why he was crucified, p. 117).

John 13:19 I am telling you this now, before it takes place,
that when it does take place you may believe that [ am he. §

John 18:4-8 Then Jesus, knowing all that would happen to
him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do you seek?”
5They answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them,
“Iam he.”' Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them.
6When Jesus™ said to them, “l am he,” they drew back and fell
to the ground. So he asked them again, “Whom do you seek?”
And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8Jesus answered, “I told
you that I am he. So, if you seek me, let these men go.”
I Greek I am; also verses 6, 8
mGreek he
Again the Greek reads “I am” in w. 5, 6, 8 (cf. text notes in
CEV, NLT). Note that Ezekiel falls on his face in response to
manifestations of God (cf. Ezek 1:28; 44:4) and in seeing Jesus
Christ in a vision, John “fell at his feet as though dead” (Rev
1:17). Such responses to divine revelation and the lack of an
alternative explanation, suggest that the reason why those
who came to arrest Jesus drew back and fell to the ground
was that they had some sense of a divine revelation in Jesus'’
use of "l am”.

% Jesus’ use of "l am” in descriptions of himself:

John 6:35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever
comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me
shall never thirst. £

In John, Jesus makes 7 metaphorical statements about
himself that begin with “I am”. “I am the bread of life” (6:35,
48; cf.v. 51); “l am the light of the world” (8:12; 9:5); “l am the
door” (10:7, 9); “I am the good shepherd” (10:11, 14); “I am
the resurrection and the life” (11:25); “I am the way, the truth,
and the life" (14:6); and “I am the true vine” (15:1). Some
evangelical scholars understand Jesus’ use of "I am” in these
statements to also be alluding to God's name.

Titles of God are applied to Jesus Christ. ..

Acts 3:14 But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and
asked for a murderer to be granted to you, ... E
The title “the Holy One” is applied to God numerous times,

particularly in Isaiah. God is referred to as the “Righteous
One" in Proverbs 21:12 and Isaiah 24:16.

Luke 2:11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord.

The Greek word used for "Lord” in the NT, “kurios”, is the
same Greek word used for God's name — “LORD" (or
"Yahweh") — in the Septuagint (the Greek version of the OT).
However, note that “kurios” is also used in the Septuagint to
translate “Adon” (and derivative terms) which means “lord”,
“ruler” or “master”.

1Cor 2:8 None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if

they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. E
The title "the Lord of glory” may allude to the titles or
descriptions of God as “the King of glory” (Ps 24:7-10) and
“the God of glory” (Ps 29:3).

Rev 1:17b-18 I am the first and the last, 8and the living one. |
died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and [ have the keys
of Death and Hades. £

The designation “the living One” — here referring to Jesus

Christ — possibly alludes to the references to God as “the
living God".

Rev 17:14 They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb
will conquer them, for he is Lord of lords and King of kings,
and those with him are called and chosen and faithful.

Similarly 19:16 ascribes to Jesus Christ the title: “King of kings
and Lord of lords”. These titles echo the following titles given
to God: “God of gods and Lord of lords” (Deut 10:17); “Lord
of lords” (Psalm 136:3); “God of gods and Lord of kings” (Dan
2:47); and "the King of kings and Lord of lords” (1Tim 6:15).

Rev 22:13 Iam the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last,

the beginning and the end. E

This alludes to God's descriptions of himself as: “the first and
... the last” (Isa 4:6; cf. 48:12); “the Alpha and the Omega” (Rev
1:8); and “the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the
end.” (Rev 21:6). Note that Jesus Christ also refers to himself
as "the first and the last” in Revelation 1:17.

Jer 23:5-6 Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD,
when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he
shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice
and righteousness in the land. ¢In his days Judah will be
saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name by
which he will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.” 2
The reference is obviously to the Messiah, Jesus Christ. The
inclusion of the divine name, “The LORD", in this ascription is
striking. It is perhaps speaking of God's righteousness being
manifested amongst his people through the Messiah.
Probably it was intended as a contrast with the then ungodly
king Zedekiah, whose name meant “The LORD Is My
Righteousness”.
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. .. Other OT references to God are applied to Jesus
Christ

Matt 3:3 For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet
[saiah when he said, “The voice of one crying in the
wilderness: ‘Prepare® the way of the Lord; make his paths
straight.” E
n Or crying: Prepare in the wilderness
John the Baptist was to prepare the way for Jesus Christ,
referred to as “the Lord” in this quotation from Isaiah 40:3
which spoke of preparing the way for “the LORD" - i.e. God.

Matt 21:15-16 But when the chief priests and the scribes saw
the wonderful things that he did, and the children crying out
in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were
indignant, '°and they said to him, “Do you hear what these
are saying?” And Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you never
read, “Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babies you
have prepared praise’?” g

Psalms 8:2 speaks of praise given to God. Here Jesus applies

the verse to praise given to himself.

John 12:37-41 Though he had done so many signs before
them, they still did not believe in him, 38so that the word
spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: “Lord, who
has believed what he heard from us, and to whom has the
arm of the Lord been revealed?” 3*Therefore they could not
believe. For again Isaiah said, ¥*“He has blinded their eyes
and hardened their heart, lest they see with their eyes, and
understand with their heart, and turn, and I would heal
them.” #'[saiah said these things because he saw his glory and
spoke of him.
In v. 40 John quotes Isaiah 6:10. Earlier in the same passage
in Isaiah 6, Isaiah speaks of seeing God's glory (cf. vv. 3-5).
Thus a number of commentators understand John in v. 41 to
be correlating Isaiah seeing Jesus’ glory with him seeing
God’s glory. By this John would appear to be identifying
Jesus with God, hence the inclusion of these verses here.
However in light of the preceding quotation in v. 38 from
Isaiah 53:1, John may instead have in view other parts of
Isaiah 52-53. He could thus be speaking of Isaiah foreseeing
the messianic servant who would not only be disbelieved and
rejected, but subsequently glorified (cf. Isa 52:13-15; 53:10-
12). (cf. NBC)

Rom 9:33 ... as it is written, “Behold, I am laying in Zion a
stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense; and whoever believes
in him will not be put to shame.” 2
The quotation is a combination of Isaiah 8:14 and 28:16, in
which God speaks of himself as being to his unfaithful people
"a stone of offense and a rock of stumbling” (8:14); and for

those who would believe in him, “a tested stone, a precious
cornerstone, of a sure foundation” (28:16). Here these
segments of these verses are applied to Jesus Christ.

Rom 10:9, 12-13 ... because, if you confess with your mouth

that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised

him from the dead, you will be saved. E ... 2For there is no

distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is

Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 3For

“everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
The reference in v.9 to Jesus as "Lord” suggests that he is
also the one being referred to as “Lord” in vv. 12-13. As such
Jesus Christ is correlated with “the Lord” referred to in the
quotation from Joel 2:32, which in its original context refers
to God.

1Cor 2:16 “For who has understood the mind of the Lord so as
to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ.

This parallels the mind of God (cf. Isa 40:13) with the mind of
Christ.

Eph 4:7-8 Butgrace was given to each one of us according to
the measure of Christ’s gift. 8Therefore it says, “When he
ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to

men.” =

The quotation is from Psalm 68:18, where it speaks of God.

Phil 2:9-11 Therefore God has highly exalted him and

bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 1%so

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven

and on earth and under the earth, 'and every tongue confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. £
This alludes to Isaiah 45:23b, where God speaks of himself:
“To me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear
allegiance.”

Heb 1:6, 10-12 And again, when he brings the firstborn into
the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.” & ...
And, “You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the
beginning, and the heavens are the work of your hands; they
will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a
garment, 2like a robe you will roll them up, like a garment
they will be changed.° But you are the same, and your years
will have no end.” §
° Some manuscripts omit like a garment

The quotations are from Deut. 32:43 (cf. Dead Sea Scrolls and
Septuagint) and Psalm 102:25-27, which speak of God.

1Pet 2:3 ...if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
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“Lord” is here most likely referring to Jesus Christ (cf. v. 4).
The verse alludes to Psalm 34:8a — "Oh, taste and see that the
LORD is good!”

Rev 2:23 ... and I will strike her children dead. And all the
churches will know that I am he who searches mind and
heart, and I will give to each of you according to your works.

This alludes to a number of OT verses that speak of God in
similar terms to the descriptions here of Jesus Christ as "he
who searches hearts and minds” and who "will repay each of
you according to your deeds”. Quite possibly Jeremiah 17:10
is primarily in view, inclusive of both descriptions — "I the
LORD search the heart and test the mind, to give every man
according to his ways, according to the fruit of his deeds.”

Some actions are attributed to both God and Jesus
Christ

See also:

* ¢) Mutual Divine Roles, p. 159
= Jesus had the authority to forgive sins, p. 539

= Jesus only did works of God, and God worked through him,
p. 554

The verses in this subsection and the following one are
examples of actions and things being attributed to both God
and Jesus Christ at the same time, i.e. in the same verse or
passage. In addition, there are other instances of where
something is attributed to God in one or more verses and is
also attributed to Jesus Christ elsewhere. A listing of actions
that are in fact attributed to all three of God, Jesus Christ and
the Holy Spirit are given in ¢) Mutual Divine Roles, p. 159.
(Likewise there are common attributes listed in b) Mutual
Divine Attributes, p. 156.) There are also other examples in
this book in chapters 16-20.

Mark 2:5-7 And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the
paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” ®Now some of the
scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, 7“Why
does this man speak like that? He is blaspheming! Who can
forgive sins but God alone?” £
Although the teachers of the law were mistaken in thinking
that Jesus could not forgive sins, they were correct in
asserting that the authority and capacity to forgive sins
belongs to God.

Luke 8:38-39 The man from whom the demons had gone
begged that he might be with him, but Jesus sent him away,
saying, 3°“Return to your home, and declare how much God
has done for you.” And he went away, proclaiming throughout
the whole city how much Jesus had done for him. E

John 14:23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will
keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come
to him and make our home with him. E

This speaks of both the Father and Jesus Christ being present
with and having fellowship with believers.

1Cor 1:3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ. 2

Gal 1:1 Paul, an apostle—not from men nor through man, but
through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from
the dead— E

Eph 6:23 Peace be to the brothers,? and love with faith, from
God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. £

P Or brothers and sisters

1Thes 3:11 Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord
Jesus, direct our way to you, ... E

2Thes 2:16-17 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and
God our Father, who loved us and gave us eternal comfort
and good hope through grace, Y7comfort your hearts and
establish them in every good work and word.

Rev 22:6,16 And he said to me, “These words are
trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits of
the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what
must soon take place.” E ... 1%“], Jesus, have sent my angel to
testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the root
and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” E
Here "Lord"” (v. 6) appears to refer to God, which would mean

that both God (v. 6) and Jesus (v. 16) are accredited with
sending the angel.

% Both God and Jesus Christ are acknowledged as “our
Savior™:

Titus 1:3-4 ... and at the proper time manifested in his word
through the preaching with which I have been entrusted by
the command of God our Savior; #To Titus, my true child in a
common faith: Grace and peace from God the Father and
Christ Jesus our Savior. £
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Note that in Revelation 7:10 in the following subsection,
salvation is similarly said to belong to both God and Jesus
Christ.

Some things are said to be both God’s and Jesus
Christ's

See also:

= The Holy Spirit is described as both the Spirit of God and the
Spirit of Jesus Christ, p. 154

Matt 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them ind the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, ... E

1 Or into

By this use of “name”, this verse also correlates the Father's
authority and power with Jesus Christ’s (and the Holy Spirit's).

John 17:9-10 [Jesus:] I am praying for them. I am not praying
for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they
are yours. 1%All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and | am
glorified in them. £

Believers belong to both the Father and Jesus Christ (cf. Rev
20:6 4).

Eph 5:5 For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is
sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an
idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and
God.

Rev 7:10 ... and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation
belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”

Rev 20:6 Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first
resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, but
they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign
with him for a thousand years. 2

Rev 22:3 No longer will there be anything accursed, but the
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servantsr
will worship him. £

r Greek bondservants; also verse 6

Rom 15:16,19 ... to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the
Gentiles in the priestly service of the gospel of God, so that
the offering of the Gentiles may be acceptable, sanctified by
the Holy Spirit. E ... 1°by the power of signs and wonders, by
the power of the Spirit of God—so that from Jerusalem and

all the way around to Illyricum I have fulfilled the ministry
of the gospel of Christ; ... E

Note, however, that while “the gospel of God” is speaking of
the gospel as belonging to God, here “the gospel of Christ”
quite possibly means “the gospel about Christ” rather than
"the gospel belonging to Christ”. Thus this is not necessarily
an example of something being both God's and Jesus
Christ's.

% All that the Father has is Jesus Christ’s:

John 16:13-15 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide
you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own
authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will
declare to you the things that are to come. #He will glorify
me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15All
that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take
what is mine and declare it to you. £

The segment “he will take what is mine and declare it to you”
(v. 14b, repeated verbatim in v. 15b) appears to mean that
the Holy Spirit would make known to the disciples Jesus'
teaching (cf. CEV, GNT, NCV) and quite possibly also other
matters pertaining to his person and work. In view of this
segment then, “All that the Father has” (v. 15a) may allude to
“all the truth” (v. 13a), possibly referring in particular to
matters pertaining to his person and work, which are shared
by Christ.

Further evidence of Jesus Christ’'s identification
with God

Mal 3:1 Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare
the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly
come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in
whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts.

God speaks of the messenger preparing the way before him
("me”) — implying that he himself will come - and then
proceeds to speak of the “Lord” coming. With the latter more
than likely referring to Jesus Christ — “the messenger of the
covenant” — the verse correlates the coming of Jesus Christ
with God himself coming, thus identifying Jesus Christ with
God.

Mark 10:17-18 And as he was setting out on his journey, a
man ran up and knelt before him and asked him, “Good
Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18And Jesus
said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except
God alone. 2

In his reply, commentators generally understand Jesus to be

associating himself with God — rather than denying being
good.
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Luke 7:14-16 Then he came up and touched the bier, and the
bearers stood still. And he said, “Young man, I say to you,
arise.” >And the dead man sat up and began to speak, and
Jesuss gave him to his mother. ®Fear seized them all, and
they glorified God, saying, “A great prophet has arisen among
us!” and “God has visited his people!” £

s Greek he

In the last statement, the people may be speaking of God

working through Jesus — a “great prophet” — rather than

necessarily identifying Jesus with God.

John 10:28-36 I give them eternal life, and they will never
perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. ?°My
Father, who has given them to me,tis greater than all, and no
one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 3°I and the
Father are one.” 31'The Jews picked up stones again to stone
him. 32Jesus answered them, “I have shown you many good
works from the Father; for which of them are you going to
stone me?” 33The Jews answered him, “It is not for a good
work that we are going to stone you but for blasphemy,
because you, being a man, make yourself God.” 3*Jesus
answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘Isaid, you are
gods’? 35If he called them gods to whom the word of God
came—and Scripture cannot be broken— 3¢do you say of
him whom the Father consecrated and sent into the world,
‘You are blaspheming,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’?
t Some manuscripts What my Father has given to me
In v. 33 the Jews indicate that they understood Jesus’ earlier
statement in v. 30 to be a claim to be God. In verses 34-36
Jesus replies that if Scripture refers to men as “gods” in some
sense, then it is even more appropriate for “him whom the
Father consecrated and sent into the world” to be identified
with God, or spoken of as “God's Son” (v. 36b). Note that
verses 28-29 also allude to Jesus Christ's identification with
the Father, paralleling the ability of both — to keep hold of
their people — with matching terminology.

1Jn 5:20 And we know that the Son of God has come and has
given us understanding, so that we may know him who is
true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He

is the true God and eternal life. E

That being in God also involves being in Jesus Christ (cf. John
17:21 4; 1Thes 1:1 1), correlates Jesus Christ with God.

John 17:21 ... that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are
in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the
world may believe that you have sent me. £

In praying that his followers would be “in us” (cf. 1TThes 1:1 1),
Jesus is to some extent at least identifying himself with the
Father.

1Thes 1:1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the
Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace. E

Acts 16:31, 34 And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and
you will be saved, you and your household.” § ... 3*Then he
brought them up into his house and set food before them.
And he rejoiced along with his entire household that he had
believed in God. E

Rev 21:22-23 And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple
is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23And the city has
no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God
gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. £

Note: There is one God, the Father — and one Lord,
Jesus Christ

See also:

= Jesus Christ is called "God" . . ., p. 120
= e) Jesus Christ Is Under God'’s Authority, p. 131
= ... He is the one and only God, p. 248

= The church’s unity is linked with it having one God, one Lord
and one Spirit, p. 794

Verses that refer to the Father alone as being God, may be
using “God" to refer to the position of sovereign over all (cf.
1Tim 6:15 4) — i.e. they may be using “God" to refer to an
exclusivity of position rather than exclusivity of divine nature.
(This may also be the case with other verses that speak of
there being only one “God".) Such a meaning is: consistent
with the words translated as “God"/“god” in the OT originally
speaking primarily of strength; consistent with the references
to the Father being Jesus Christ's God (cf. God is both Jesus
Christ's God and his Father, p. 132); and not contrary to Jesus
Christ being fully divine. However, such an interpretation is
not standard Christian theology.

1Cor 8:4-6 Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to
idols, we know that “an idol has no real existence,” and that
“there is no God but one.” SFor although there may be so-
called gods in heaven or on earth—as indeed there are many
“gods” and many “lords”— ¢yet for us there is one God, the
Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and
one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and
through whom we exist. E
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Eph 4:4-6 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you
were called to the one hope that belongs to your call— Sone
Lord, one faith, one baptism, ¢one God and Father of all, who
is over all and through all and in all.

Rom 1:7 To all those in Rome who are loved by God and
called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. E

The phrase “God our Father” occurs 11 times in the ESV.
Other similar phrases are: "God the Father” (cf. Eph 6:23 4;
1Thes 1:1 1) which occurs 15 times; “God, the Father” (1Cor
8:4-6 1; Col 1:3 {; James 1:27 {); and "God and Father” (cf.
Eph 4:6 t; 1Thes 1:3 1) which occurs 12 times — mostly as in
“the God and Father” and “our God and Father”. (See also the
introductory comment to God is Jesus Christ’s Father , p. 113,
regarding how the NT would seem to use the phrase “God
the Father” in a different way to what we do.)

1Cor 12:5-6 ...and there are varieties of service, but the same
Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same
God who empowers them all in everyone. £

Eph 6:23 Peace be to the brothers," and love with faith, from
God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. E

u Or brothers and sisters

1Tim 6:13-16 [ charge you in the presence of God, who gives
life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony
beforev Pontius Pilate made the good confession, #to keep
the commandment unstained and free from reproach until
the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, ¥>which he will display
at the proper time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign,
the King of kings and Lord of lords, *who alone has
immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no
one has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and eternal
dominion. Amen. &
v Or in the time of

As is almost always the case in the NT, here “"God" refers to
the Father, as made clear in v. 13 by the reference to the
presence “of God... and of Christ Jesus”. Verse 15 speaks of
him as being the “only Sovereign” — the “only almighty God"
(NLT).

1Thes 1:1-3, 9-10 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church
of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ: Grace to you and peace. ?We give thanks to God
always for all of you, constantly” mentioning you in our
prayers, *remembering before our God and Father your work
of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our
Lord Jesus Christ. 2 .. °For they themselves report
concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and

A

how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true
God, %and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised
from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.

W Or without ceasing

Jude 1:25 ... to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ
our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before
all time and now and forever. Amen. E
There are also a good number of other NT passages that
clearly refer to both the Father as God and Jesus Christ as
Lord. The following verses speak of either the Father as God
or Jesus Christ as Lord (as opposed to both). There are also
many other NT passages that do likewise.

John 5:44-45 How can you believe, when you receive glory
from one another and do not seek the glory that comes from
the only God? Do not think that I will accuse you to the
Father. There is one who accuses you: Moses, on whom you
have set your hope. E

Here Jesus refers to God both as “the only God” (v. 44) and
“the Father” (v. 45).

John 17:1-3 When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted
up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come;
glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have
given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all
whom you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they
know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have
sent. E

Col 1:3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, when we pray for you, ... E

1Tim 2:5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator
between God and men, the man* Christ Jesus, ... E
X men and man render the same Greek word that is
translated people in verses 1 and 4

Similar to John 17:3 above, the reference to Jesus Christ in
the latter part of the verse further implies that the phrase
“there is one God" is referring to the Father in particular.

James 1:27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God,
the Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows in their
affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world. £

John 13:13-14  You call me Teacher and Lord, and you are
right, for so I am. “If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.
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1Cor 1:2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all
those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, both their Lord and ours: ...

% The Father was who the Jews called God:

John 8:54 Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is
nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He
is our God.”y

¥ Some manuscripts your God

Pray for persecuted Christians

d) Jesus Christ Is Treated like God Is

The fact that Christians relate to (or treat) Jesus Christ in ways
in which they relate to God, further reflects Jesus Christ’s
identification with God and that he is God's Son. Thus the
teaching in this section supplements the teaching in the
previous sections.

Subsections

= Jesus Christ is worshiped

= Jesus Christ is honored and glorified

= Jesus Christ is offered praise and blessing

= People pray to Jesus Christ

= People obey, follow and serve Jesus Christ

= People believe and have faith in Jesus Christ

= People put their hope in Jesus Christ

Jesus Christ is worshiped

Verses below speak of Jesus being worshiped as the Christ
(cf. Matt 2:1-4, 11 1), the Son of God (cf. Matt 14:33 {; John
9:35-38 4) — which is in accordance with God's will (cf. Heb
1.6 ).

Matt 2:1-4, 11 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise menZ from
the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has
been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose?
and have come to worship him.” 3When Herod the king heard

A

this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; “and
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he
inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. £ ... 11And
going into the house they saw the child with Mary his
mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening
their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense
and myrrh. E

z Greek magi; also verses 7, 16

a Or in the east; also verse 9

The wise men came to worship Jesus as the messianic king
of the Jews — “the Christ” (v. 4).

Matt 14:33 And those in the boat worshiped him, saying,
“Truly you are the Son of God.” 2

Matt 28:8-9, 16-17 So they departed quickly from the tomb
with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. °And
behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came
up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. E ... 1°Now
the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to
which Jesus had directed them. 17And when they saw him
they worshiped him, but some doubted. £

Luke 24:51-52 While he blessed them, he parted from them
and was carried up into heaven. 52And they worshiped him
and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, ... E

John 9:35-38 Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and
having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of
Man?"b 36He answered, “And who is he, sir, that [ may believe
in him?” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he
who is speaking to you.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he
worshiped him. §

b Some manuscripts the Son of God

Acts 13:2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting,
the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for
the work to which I have called them.” g

Here “Lord” may refer to Jesus Christ, but could instead be
speaking of God.

Phil 2:9-11  Therefore God has highly exalted him and
bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 1%so
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and
on earth and under the earth, 'and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. E

Heb 1:6 And again, when he brings the firstborn into the
world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.” 2
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Note that the reference may be to Jesus Christ's second
coming, when God “again brings the firstborn into the world”
(NASB, NKJV; cf. AMP).

Rev 5:8, 14 And when he had taken the scroll, the four living
creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the
Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense,
which are the prayers of the saints. ... 1*And the four living
creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and

worshiped. E

In v. 14 the worship is directed to both “him who sits on the
throne and to the Lamb” (v. 13).

Jesus Christ is honored and glorified

See also:

= Rev 5:9-13 ¢

John 5:22-23 The Father judges no one, but has given all
judgment to the Son, 23that all may honor the Son, just as they
honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not
honor the Father who sent him. £

John 17:10 [Jesus:] All mine are yours, and yours are mine,
and I am glorified in them. E

In saying that he was “glorified in them"” — or perhaps that his
glory was “shown through them” (GNT, NCV) — Jesus was
probably referring to such things as their testimony to whom
he was and their lives (cf. 2Thes 1:12 1) that reflected his
grace and power.

2Thes 1:12 ... so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be
glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our
God and the Lord Jesus Christ. £

2Tim 4:18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and
bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom. To him be the
glory forever and ever. Amen. £

Note that here and in the verses below, while the writers are

glorifying Jesus Christ, in particular they are ascribing glory
to him.

Heb 13:20-21 Now may the God of peace who brought again
from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the
sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 2'equip you with
everything good that you may do his will, working in us¢ that
which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom
be glory forever and ever. Amen. =

¢ Some manuscripts you

The phrase “to whom” (v. 21) probably refers to Jesus Christ
(cf. CEV, GNT), but God (v. 20) could be in view instead.

2Pet 3:18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to
the day of eternity. Amen. E

Rev 1:5b-6 To him who loves us and has freed us from our
sins by his blood ¢and made us a kingdom, priests to his God
and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever.
Amen. g

Jesus Christ is offered praise and blessing

Ps 45:17 1 will cause your name to be remembered in all
generations; therefore nations will praise you forever and
ever. 2
This psalm is considered to be messianic, with God’s words
here understood to be ultimately speaking of the Messiah.

Matt 21:9, 15-16 And the crowds that went before him and
that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of
David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!” g ... 15But when the chief priests
and the scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the
children crying out in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of
David!” they were indignant, 6and they said to him, “Do you
hear what these are saying?” And Jesus said to them, “Yes;
have you never read, “Out of the mouth of infants and nursing
babies you have prepared praise’?” g

Rom 9:5 To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race,
according to the flesh, is the Christ who is God over all, blessed
forever. Amen. E
The phrase "blessed forever” may well be speaking of Christ
being blessed by people or praised (cf. CEV, GNT, NCV, NIV,
NLT).

Rev 5:9-13 And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are
you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain,
and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every
tribe and language and people and nation, %and you have
made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall
reign on the earth.” ""Then I looked, and I heard around the
throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of
many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of
thousands, ?saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb
who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and
might and honor and glory and blessing!” 3And I heard every
creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in
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the sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To him who sits on the
throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and
might forever and ever!”

Rev 7:9-10 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude
that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes
and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and
before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches
in their hands, %and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation
belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”

% Paul gave thanks to Jesus Christ:
1Tim 1:12 [ thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus

our Lord, because he judged me faithful, appointing me to his
service, ... £

People pray to Jesus Christ

John 14:14 [Jesus:] If you ask med anything in my name, [ will
doit. E

4 Some manuscripts omit me

Acts 7:59-60 And as they were stoning Stephen, he called
out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” ®*And falling to his knees
he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin
against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep. £

Acts 14:23 And when they had appointed elders for them in
every church, with prayer and fasting they committed them
to the Lord in whom they had believed. £
With the reference to belief, “the Lord in whom they had
believed” seemingly refers to Jesus Christ. As such,

presumably Christ is the one to whom they prayed, being the
one to whom Paul and Barnabas committed the elders.

1Cor 16:22b Our Lord, comele £
¢ Greek Maranatha (a transliteration of Aramaic)

John repeats this prayer or call in Revelation 22:20 — “"Come,
Lord Jesus!”

2Cor 12:8-9 Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this,
that it should leave me. °But he said to me, “My grace is
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

2Tim 2:22 So flee youthful passions and pursue
righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who
call on the Lord from a pure heart.
To “call” on Jesus Christ quite possibly has primarily in view
calling out to him for help (cf. GNT) — effectively prayer. It is
also indicative of trust in him (cf. NCV). Additionally, it can be
construed to speak more generally of worship (cf. CEV).

Gal 6:18 Thegrace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit,
brothers. Amen. E

This benediction or blessing is in a sense a prayer to Jesus
Christ.

People obey, follow and serve Jesus Christ

See also:

= Angels serve Jesus Christ, p. 171

Matt 28:19-20a Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them inf the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 2°teaching them to observe all that
I have commanded you. E

f Or into

John 15:10 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in
my love, just as | have kept my Father’s commandments and
abide in his love. E

Matt 16:24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would
come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross
and follow me. g

John 12:26 Ifanyone serves me, he must follow me; and where
I am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the
Father will honor him.

James 1:1a James, a servant® of God and of the Lord Jesus
Christ ... E

g Or slave; Greek bondservant

Dan 7:14 And to him was given dominion and glory and a
kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should
serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which
shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be
destroyed. £

Ps 72:11 May all kings fall down before him, all nations serve
him! g

Psalm 72 concerns a king in the line of David. It is generally
understood to be messianic.
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People believe and have faith in Jesus Christ

See also:

» Have faith in God and Jesus Christ, p. 1084

Acts 16:31 And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you
will be saved, you and your household.” §

1Jn 3:23 And this is his commandment, that we believe in the
name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he
has commanded us.

John 12:36 While you have the light, believe in the light, that
you may become sons of light.” When Jesus had said these
things, he departed and hid himself from them. E

Here “light” refers to Jesus (cf. v. 46) — partly as an allusion to
his teaching.

John 14:1 Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God;®
believe also in me. E

h Or You believe in God

Gal 2:20b And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. £

Col 1:4 ... since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of
the love that you have for all the saints, ... £

People put their hope in Jesus Christ

Eph 1:12 ...so that we who were the first to hope in Christ
might be to the praise of his glory. E

Matt 12:21 ... and in his name the Gentiles will hope. 2

Rom 15:12 And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will
come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the
Gentiles hope.” 8

1Cor 15:19 If in Christ we have hopet in this life only, we are
of all people most to be pitied. E

I Or we have hoped

1Thes 1:3 ... remembering before our God and Father your
work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in
our Lord Jesus Christ. £

1Tim 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by command of God
our Savior and of Christ Jesus our hope, ... E

The expression “Christ Jesus our hope” is indicative of Jesus
Christ being the one in whom we have put our hope.

Pray for persecuted Christians

e) Jesus Christ Is Under God's Authority

See also:

= ¢) Jesus Christ Is Identified with God, p. 119
» d) Epilogue: God Works through Jesus Christ, p. 530

This section looks at the concept of Jesus Christ being
subordinate to God in regard to authority — which involves
“functional subordination” — as opposed to subordination or
inferiority in regard to essence or being.

The concept of Jesus Christ being eternally subordinate to
God (rather than only during his incarnation) is a historical
doctrine that is still debated by Christian scholars. As such,
some would disagree with or wish to qualify propositions put
forward in this section.

Subsections

= God is both Jesus Christ's God and his Father

= Jesus Christ is portrayed as being subordinate to God's
authority . ..

= ... Jesus Christ’s authority was even granted to him by his
Father

= Jesus Christ was God's to give — as a sacrifice for sin
= Jesus Christ was chosen, anointed and sent by God

= Jesus Christ is God's servant, largely spoken of in reference
to his mission

= Jesus Christ is also spoken of as being God's servant
following his ascension

= God continues to be glorified in and through Jesus Christ
and his work

= God the Father's seniority is reflected by things he has done
for Jesus Christ

= Note: God's will is the prominent will in Scripture —
sovereign in all the world, throughout the ages
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God is both Jesus Christ's God and his Father

See also:

= qg) Jesus Christ Is the Son of God (I): General, p. 112

Mark 15:34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud
voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God,
my God, why have you forsaken me?” 2

This cry from Jesus is also recorded in Matthew 27:46.

John 20:17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have
not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and
say to them, ‘1 am ascending to my Father and your Father, to

m

my God and your God.” 2

Here Jesus appears to indicate that the Father is his God as
the Father is our God.

Rom 15:6 ...that together you may with one voice glorify the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. E

2Cor 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, ... £

2Cor 11:31 The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, he who is
blessed forever, knows that I am not lying. 2

Eph 1:3, 177 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places, ... 7that the God of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of
wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, ... §

Heb 1:9 You [the Son] have loved righteousness and hated
wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with
the oil of gladness beyond your companions.

Heb 10:5-7 Consequently, when Christi came into the world,
he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a
body have you prepared for me; ¢in burnt offerings and sin
offerings you have taken no pleasure. 7Then I said, ‘Behold, I
have come to do your will, O God, as it is written of me in the
scroll of the book.”

i Greek he

The use of the phrase "O God", particularly in the context,
suggests that Jesus is addressing God the Father as his God
- "my God" (CEV).

1Pet 1:3a Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ!

Rev 1:5b-6 To him who loves us and has freed us from our
sins by his blood ¢and made us a kingdom, priests to his God
and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever.
Amen. g

Rev 3:2 Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about
to die, for [ have not found your works complete in the sight
of my God. E

Rev 3:12 The one who conquers, I will make him a pillar in
the temple of my God. Never shall he go out of it, and I will
write on him the name of my God, and the name of the city of
my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down from my God
out of heaven, and my own new name. £

Here Jesus Christ refers to God as “my God" no less than four
times.

Ps 89:26-27 He shall cry to me, ‘You are my Father, my God,

and the Rock of my salvation.” 27And I will make him the

firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth. E
Many commentators interpret this as a reference to the
Messiah, or at least a promise that would be ultimately
fulfilled by the Messiah. As such it speaks of God as the
Messiah's God. Isaiah 49:5 and Micah 5:4 below are both
clearly messianic and likewise speak of God as the Messiah's
God.

Isa 49:5 And now the LORD says, he who formed me from the
womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him; and that
Israel might be gathered to him— for I am honored in the
eyes of the LORD, and my God has become my strength—

The messianic servant is speaking.

Mic 5:4 And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the
strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD
his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth. E

Jesus Christ is portrayed as being subordinate to
God's authority . . .

See also:

= God sent Jesus Christ into the world, p. 508
= d) Epilogue: God Works through Jesus Christ, p. 530

1Cor 3:23 ... and you are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s. E

Belonging to another strongly implies subordination to the
other’s authority. Additionally, the assertion that Jesus Christ
is under God's authority is further reflected here and in
1 Corinthians 11:3 below by the paralleling of our
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subordinate status in our relationship to him with his
subordinate status in his relationship to God.

1Cor 11:3 But I want you to understand that the head of
every man is Christ, the head of a wifek is her husband, and
the head of Christ is God. 2

k Greek guné. This term may refer to a woman or a wife,
depending on the context

1Cor 15:24-28 Then comes the end, when he [Jesus Christ]
delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every
rule and every authority and power. ?>For he must reign
until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last
enemy to be destroyed is death. 2’For “God! has put all things
in subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all things are
put in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put all
things in subjection under him. 28When all things are
subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to
him who put all things in subjection under him, that God may
beallinall g

I Greek he

Matt 20:23 He said to them, “You will drink my cup, but to
sit at my right hand and at my left is not mine to grant, but it
is for those for whom it has been prepared by my Father.” £

This is illustrative of Jesus Christ being subject to the Father’s
authority — or at least not challenging the Father’s will.

John 14:28b If you loved me, you would have rejoiced,
because I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater
than I.

Commentators generally interpret the final clause as being
applicable only to Jesus’ incarnation. However the preceding
clause does speak of Jesus' return to the Father —and as such
Jesus makes the remark in association with or in the context
of his return to the Father. The timing also suggests that
Jesus has in view beyond just his time on earth, with Jesus
saying this only hours before his crucifixion. If an eternal
sense is intended, exactly what Jesus meant is debatable, but
it would at least include subordination to his Father. Note
that in John 10:29 Jesus somewhat similarly says, "My
Father... is greater than all”.

Acts 3:19-21, 26 Repent therefore, and turn again, that your
sins may be blotted out, 2°that times of refreshing may come
from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the
Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 2'whom heaven must receive
until the time for restoring all the things about which God
spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets long ago. £ ...2%6God,
having raised up his servant, sent him to you first, to bless you
by turning every one of you from your wickedness. £

A

Jesus Christ's subordination to God is shown or implied here
by: God appointing him (v. 20b) and raising him up (v. 26a)
i.e. choosing him (cf. CEV, GNT); Jesus Christ being described
as God's “servant” (v. 26a); God having sent him into the
world (v. 26); and the fact that God will again send him (v.
20b).

. . . Jesus Christ’s authority was even granted to him
by his Father

See also:

» 1Cor 15:27-28 @t

= g) Jesus Christ's Authority from God, p. 538
= b) Jesus Christ's Power from God, p. 542

» d) Jesus Christ as Lord of All, p. 684

Authority is given to a person by a greater authority.

Matt 11:27a All things have been handed over to me by my
Father ... E

Jesus is saying that the Father had given him "authority over
everything.” (NLT; cf. Matt 28:18 1)

Matt 28:18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. £

Luke 22:29 ... and I assign to you, as my Father assigned to
me, a kingdom, ... 2

John 3:35 The Father loves the Son and has given all things
into his hand. E

John 5:27 And he has given him authority to execute
judgment, because he is the Son of Man. g
Here Jesus is speaking of the authority the Father has given
him as “the Son of Man". This title — particularly in this context

— is most likely a reference to the “one like a son of man” in
Daniel 7:13-14, below.

John 10:17-18 For this reason the Father loves me, because |
lay down my life that [ may take it up again. ®No one takes it
from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority
to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This

charge I have received from my Father. E

This indicates that Jesus had authority over death. The final
statement may allude to the Father granting him this
authority. For further comment see Jesus obeyed God, p. 555.
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John 13:3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things
into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going
back to God, ... £

John 17:2 ... since you have given him authority over all flesh,
to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 2

Acts 2:36 Let all the house of Israel therefore know for
certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus
whom you crucified. £

Acts 5:31 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and
Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.

Phil 2:9-11  Therefore God has highly exalted him and
bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 1%so that
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. E

Eph 1:22 And he [God] put all things under his feet and gave
him as head over all things to the church, ... 5

Rev 2:26-27 The one who conquers and who keeps my
works until the end, to him I will give authority over the
nations, 27and he will rule them with a rod of iron, as when
earthen pots are broken in pieces, even as I myself have
received authority from my Father. 2

This indicates that the Father has given Jesus Christ authority
over the nations.

Dan 7:13-14 1 saw in the night visions, and behold, with the
clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, and he
came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him.
And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom,
that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass
away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. g

Jesus Christ was God’s to give - as a sacrifice for sin

See also:

» God provided Jesus Christ as an offering for sin, p. 588

= ... He offered himself to God, as a sacrifice for our sins,
p. 589

John 3:16 For God so loved the world,™ that he gave his only
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life. £

A

mQr For this is how God loved the world

Rom 8:32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up
for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all
things? E

Note that the latter part of the verse is speaking of God

giving us all things along with having given us Jesus Christ
(cf. GNT, NLT).

2Cor 9:15 Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!

Isa 53:10 Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has
put him to grief;» when his soul makes® an offering for guilt,
he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will
of the LoRD shall prosper in his hand. E

n Or he has made him sick
° Or when you make his soul

Rom 3:25a ... whom God put forward as a propitiation by his
blood, to be received by faith. E

Jesus' blood “propitiated” or turned away God's wrath by
satisfying God's justice, making a way for people to be
forgiven without compromising God's justice and holiness.

Rom 8:3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the
flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of
sinful flesh and for sin,® he condemned sin in the flesh, ... E

P Or and as a sin offering

The alternative rendering in the text note explicitly speaks of
God sending Jesus Christ “as a sin offering”. Note that this
and 1 John 4:10 below speak of God sending Christ (as per
the theme of the following subsection) rather than of God
giving Christ. They have been included in this subsection
because of their references to God sending Christ as a
sacrifice for sin, akin to the theme of this subsection.

1Jn 410 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that
he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

% Jesus Christ gave himself as a fragrant offering and
sacrifice to God:

Eph 5:2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself

up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. E

Hebrews 9:14 makes a similar point: ... Christ, who through
the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God ..."
Arguably these verses reflect Jesus Christ’s subordination to
God.
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Jesus Christ was chosen, anointed and sent by God

See also:

= 1Jn4:10 {t; Rom 8:3 {
= Matt 12:17-18 J; Acts 3:26 ¥
= Jesus Christ is the one chosen and appointed by God, p. 489

= Jesus Christ is the one anointed by God, with the Holy
Spirit . . ., p. 490

... Jesus is the messianic Holy One of God, p. 491
= God sent Jesus Christ into the world, p. 508

» God sent Jesus to take away sins . . ., p. 509

There are nine passages in this subsection. The first three
attest to Jesus Christ being chosen by God; the second three
attest to him being anointed by God; and the last three attest
to him being sent into the world by God. For further passages
on these topics, see the cross-references above.

Luke 9:35 And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is
my Son, my Chosen One;? listen to him!” g

9 Some manuscripts my Beloved

1Pet 1:20 He was foreknown before the foundation of the
world but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of

you ... E

Likely Jesus Christ was “foreknown” by God in the sense that
he was “chosen and foreordained” (AMP; cf. CEV, GNT, NCV,
NIV, NLT).

1Pet 2:4, 6 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by
men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, g ... °For it
stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a
cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in
him will not be put to shame.” E

This portrays Jesus as God’'s chosen “stone” (v.4), the

prophesied chosen “cornerstone” on which God's people
would depend (v. 6).

Luke 2:10-11 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for
behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all
the people. 1'For unto you is born this day in the city of David
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 2

“Christ” and "Messiah” (the Hebrew equivalent) both mean
“the Anointed One". Thus the numerous ascriptions of Jesus
as “Christ” mean that he is “the Anointed One”, anointed by
God.

Acts 4:26-27 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the
rulers were gathered together, against the Lord and against
his Anointed’™— 2’for truly in this city there were gathered

A

G

together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed,
both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and
the peoples of Israel, ... &

* Or Christ

In v. 26 the believers are quoting from Psalm 2, applying “his
Anointed One” to Jesus Christ — as affirmed in v. 27.

Acts 10:38 ... how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was
with him. E

John 8:42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you
would love me, for I came from God and I am here. I came not
of my own accord, but he sent me.

John 10:36 ...do you say of him whom the Father consecrated
and sent into the world, ‘You are blaspheming,’ because |
said, ‘I am the Son of God? E
Note that in addition to speaking of the Father sending Jesus,
this also refers to the Father consecrating him — i.e. setting
him apart. This reflects the fact that the Father chose him (as
spoken of earlier in this subsection).

1Jn 4:9, 14 In this the love of God was made manifest among
us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might
live through him. g ... 1*And we have seen and testify that
the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. E

Jesus Christ is God's servant, largely spoken of in
reference to his mission

See also:

= Heb 2:17 &

® ... They describe him as a remarkable chosen servant of
God, p. 483

= Jesus Christ is the one chosen and appointed by God, p. 489
= g) Jesus Christ’s Mission from God, p. 508

®» d) Epilogue: God Works through Jesus Christ, p. 530

= d) Jesus Christ's Direction from God, p. 553

Matt 12:17-18 This was to fulfill what was spoken by the
prophet Isaiah: 18“Behold, my servant whom I have chosen,
my beloved with whom my soul is well pleased. I will put my
Spirit upon him, and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.

This is the start of a quotation from Isaiah 42:1-4, which is the
beginning of the first of four passages in Isaiah known as the
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“servant songs”. This first song appears to extend to v. 7 (in
Isaiah 42). The other three songs are contained within: 49:1-
13; 50:4-11; 52:13-53:12. (Segments of these are included
below.) The servant of God of whom the songs speak, is
generally understood to be the Messiah and is linked to Jesus
Christ in various NT passages, such as this one from Matthew
12.

Acts 3:26 God, having raised up his servant, sent him to you
first, to bless you by turning every one of you from your
wickedness. 2

Acts 4:27 ... for truly in this city there were gathered
together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed,
both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and
the peoples of Israel, ...

Phil 2:6-8 ... who, though he was in the form of God, did not
count equality with God a thing to be grasped, “but made
himself nothing, taking the form of a servant,s being born in
the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, he
humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death,
even death on a cross. 5

s Greek bondservant

Isa 49:1-6 Listen to me, O coastlands, and give attention, you
peoples from afar. The LORD called me from the womb, from
the body of my mother he named my name. 2He made my
mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me a polished arrow; in his quiver he hid me away.
3And he said to me, “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will
be glorified.” *But I said, “I have labored in vain; I have spent
my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my right is
with the LORD, and my recompense with my God.” SAnd now
the LORD says, he who formed me from the womb to be his
servant, to bring Jacob back to him; and that Israel might be
gathered to him— for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD,
and my God has become my strength— ®he says: “It is too
light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the
tribes of Jacob and to bring back the preserved of Israel; [ will
make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may
reach to the end of the earth.” £
t Or [ will display my beauty
Verses 1-2 speak of God's call and preparation of the Messiah
for his work. In v. 3 “Israel” is usually understood to be a
reference to the Messiah. This probably alludes to the fact
that the Messiah would come from Israel and that in him
would be the culmination of all that God would achieve
through Israel. Note that as with the following references
from Isaiah in this subsection, this is from one of Isaiah’'s
“servant songs” (cf. vwv. 4-11).

Isa 50:10a  Who among you fears the LORD and obeys the
voice of his servant?

(m

Isa 52:13 Behold, my servant shall act wisely;* he shall be
high and lifted up, and shall be exalted. £

W Or shall prosper

Isa 53:11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see” and be
satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my
servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall
bear their iniquities. E

v Masoretic Text; Dead Sea Scroll he shall see light

Hag 2:23 On that day, declares the LorD of hosts, I will take
you, O Zerubbabel my servant, the son of Shealtiel, declares the
Lorp, and make you like a¥ signet ring, for I have chosen you,
declares the LORD of hosts.” E
WwHebrew the
Many understand Zerubbabel — an ancestor of Christ (cf. Matt
1:12-13) — to be spoken of here as foreshadowing the
Messiah. This is reflected in him being “chosen” by God and
being described as God's “servant” and “signet ring” — the
latter term implying that he was representative of God's
authority, to implement his will.

Zec 3:8 Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, you and your
friends who sit before you, for they are men who are a sign:
behold, I will bring my servant the Branch. E

The “"Branch” is a messianic title.

Jesus Christ is also spoken of as being God's servant
following his ascension

Acts 3:12-13 And when Peter saw it he addressed the people:
“Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you
stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we have
made him walk? 13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant*
Jesus, whom you delivered over and denied in the presence
of Pilate, when he had decided to release him. E

X Or child; also verse 26

Acts 4:29-30 And now, Lord, look upon their threats and
grant to your servantsY to continue to speak your word with
all boldness, 3%while you stretch out your hand to heal, and
signs and wonders are performed through the name of your
holy servant Jesus. E

Y Greek bondservants
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Heb 2:17 Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in
every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful
high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the
sins of the people.
Jesus Christ’s role as “high priest in the service of God”
continues in the present (cf. Heb 8:1-2 {). However, his
service to God (in this role) in his mission may primarily be in
view here, with the latter part of the verse referring to his
sacrifice of himself —an aspect of his role as High Priest which
he completed during his mission.

Heb 8:1-2, 6 Now the point in what we are saying is this: we
have such a high priest, one who is seated at the right hand
of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 2a minister in the holy
places, in the true tent? that the Lord set up, not man. g ...
6But as it is, Christ® has obtained a ministry that is as much
more excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates is
better, since it is enacted on better promises. £

z Or tabernacle; also verse 5
a Greek he

The term “a minister” (v. 2) speaks of Jesus Christ's serving
(cf. CEV, GNT, NCV, NIV), primarily in service of God (cf. ZBC).
In v. 6, his “ministry” is the “priestly work” (GNT, NCV) that
God has given him to do — his “work to do for God" (NIrV ®).

Rom 6:10 For the death he died he died to sin, once for all,

but the life he lives he lives to God. 2
Quite possibly the final clause is speaking of Jesus Christ
living for God (cf. CEV), “for the glory of God” (NLT) — and so
would be pertinent to this subsection. But it has also been
interpreted as speaking of him living with God (cf. NCV), in
fellowship with God (cf. AMP, GNT). Possibly both concepts
are involved.

Ezek 37:24-25 My servant David shall be king over them, and
they shall all have one shepherd. They shall walk in my rules
and be careful to obey my statutes. 25They shall dwell in the
land that I gave to my servant Jacob, where your fathers
lived. They and their children and their children’s children
shall dwell there forever, and David my servant shall be their
prince forever.

This indicates or at least implies that the Messiah will reign
forever as God's servant.

% Jesus Christ will come in God's name:

Matt 23:39 For I tell you, you will not see me again, until you
say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.” g

God continues to be glorified in and through Jesus
Christ and his work

See also:

= Note: In doing God'’s will, Jesus brought glory to God . . .,
p. 557

= God’s people give thanks and praise to God through Jesus
Christ, p. 797

God is glorified in and through Jesus Christ by such things
as: Jesus Christ bringing God's wonderful, astounding plans
and promises for the whole world to fruition; and Jesus Christ
reflecting God’s sublime and awesome attributes. As such,
through Jesus Christ the greatness and gloriousness of God
is shown, bringing God glory.

The fact that Jesus Christ “brings” God glory by what he does
— as do God's people — arguably points to Jesus Christ's
service to God and his subordination to God. God also
glorifies Jesus Christ, but in contrast he appears to grant
glory to Jesus Christ (cf. John 17:5, 24 1) — as he does for his
people — arguably pointing to the God’s superior status in
blessing Jesus Christ (cf. Heb 7:7).

Eph 3:20-21 Now to him who is able to do far more
abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the
power at work within us, 21to him be glory in the church and
in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever.
Amen.

Phil 2:9-11  Therefore God has highly exalted him and
bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 1%so that
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, 'and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
The status of Jesus Christ and the ultimate submission of all
beings to him will bring glory to God as the one whom
exalted Jesus Christ to such a position, giving him “the name
that is above every name” (v. 9).

Rom 16:27 ... to the only wise God be glory forevermore
through Jesus Christ! Amen.

Jude 1:25 ... to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ
our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before
all time and now and forever. Amen. E

For comment on this verse, see the comment on Jude 1:25 —

under God works in all eras through Jesus Christ, impacting all
things everywhere, p. 530.

John 14:13 Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that
the Father may be glorified in the Son. g

G - H - OT - NT - Subj


https://www.esv.org/Heb+2:17
https://www.esv.org/Heb+8:1
https://www.esv.org/Heb+8:6
https://www.esv.org/Rom+6:10
https://www.esv.org/Ezek+37:24
https://www.esv.org/Matt+23:39
https://www.esv.org/Eph+3:20
https://www.esv.org/Phil+2:9
https://www.esv.org/Rom+16:27
https://www.esv.org/Jude+1:25
https://www.esv.org/John+14:13

138 3. Jesus Christ

With the time after his ascension seemingly in view, here
Jesus speaks of himself bringing glory to the Father,
reflecting the fact that the Father continues to be glorified in
and through him.

% The Father grants glory to Jesus Christ:

John 17:5,24 And now, Father, glorify me in your own
presence with the glory that I had with you before the world
existed. g ...%*Father, | desire that they also, whom you have
given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that
you have given me because you loved me before the
foundation of the world.
This implies that the Father grants or bestows glory on Jesus
Christ. The same could be said regarding Acts 3:13, where
after healing a crippled beggar in Jesus' name (cf. wv. 3:6-7),
Peter declares that by this: “...the God of our fathers,
glorified his servant Jesus ..."

God the Father’s seniority is reflected by things he
has done for Jesus Christ

See also:

= John 17:5, 24 ©

= ... Jesus Christ's authority was even granted to him by his
Father, p. 133

The things mentioned in the following verses that God the
Father has done for Jesus Christ, including what he has given
Jesus Christ, point to the Father's seniority.

John 5:19-20 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you,

the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but only what he

sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father? does, that

the Son does likewise. 20For the Father loves the Son and

shows him all that he himselfis doing. And greater works than

these will he show him, so that you may marvel. £
b Greek he

In the light of v. 19, v. 20a appears to mean that the Father
enables Jesus to do what he (the Father) does.

John 5:26 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has
granted the Son also to have life in himself. E

John 13:3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things
into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going
back to God, ... £

John 17:7 Now they know that everything that you have
given me is from you. £

This may be indicating that everything Jesus has comes from
the Father (cf. CEV, NLT).

John 17:11-12a And I am no longer in the world, but they are
in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them
in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one,
even as we are one. ?While I was with them, I kept them in
your name, which you have given me.

For comment on this passage, see the comment on John

17:11-12a — under Note: God has given Jesus Christ a name
that is superior to all others, p. 110.

Acts 5:31 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and
Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.

Acts 13:34 And as for the fact that he raised him from the
dead, no more to return to corruption, he has spoken in this
way, “1will give you the holy and sure blessings of David.” E

The quotation refers to God's promises to David (cf. 2Sam 7)
that ultimately God would bestow upon David's messianic
descendant.

Col 1:19  For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to
dwell, ... 8
This likely means that God was pleased to have all of his
“fullness” dwell in Jesus Christ. This implies that God chose
for this to be the case (cf. GNT) and even that he brought this
about.

Heb 1:2 ... but in these last days he has spoken to us by his
Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom
also he created the world. 2

Heb 2:10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom
all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make
the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. E
For comment on Christ being made "perfect through
suffering”, see the comment on Heb 5:8-10 — under Jesus
Christ is a high priest who is perfect — but can still identify with
his people’s humanity, p. 676.

1Pet 1:21 ... who through him are believers in God, who raised
him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and
hope are in God. E

2Pet 1:17 For when he received honor and glory from God the
Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory,
“This is my beloved Son,¢ with whom I am well pleased,” E

¢ Or my Son, my (or the) Beloved
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Rev 1:1a The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to
show to his servantsd the things that must soon take place.

d Greek bondservants

Note: God’s will is the prominent will in Scripture -
sovereign in all the world, throughout the ages

See also:

 d) Epilogue: God Works through Jesus Christ, p. 530

Rev 4:11 “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory
and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your

will they existed and were created.” E

Acts 17:26  And he made from one man every nation of
mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined
allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, ...

Matt 10:29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?¢ And not
one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. E
e Greek assarion, Roman copper coin (Latin quadrans)
worth about 1/16 of a denarius (which was a day’s wage

for a laborer)
The Father's will in everyday life is evident here (cf. NIV, NKJV)
and in Romans 13:1 immediately below.

Rom 13:1 Let every person be subject to the governing
authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and

those that exist have been instituted by God. E

Rom 8:28 And we know that for those who love God all things
work together for good,f for those who are called according to
his purpose. E
f Some manuscripts God works all things together for good,
or God works in all things for the good
God works all things for the good of his people, in
accordance with his purpose or will in calling them.

Eph 1:7-12 In him we have redemption through his blood,
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of
his grace, 8which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and
insight °making known$ to us the mystery of his will,
according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ °as a
plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things
in heaven and things on earth. 'In him we have obtained an
inheritance, having been predestined according to the
purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel

A

of his will, 2so that we who were the first to hope in Christ
might be to the praise of his glory. E

8 Or he lavished upon us in all wisdom and insight, making
known. ..

Eph 3:8-11 To me, though I am the very least of all the saints,
this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the
unsearchable riches of Christ, °and to bring to light for
everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in®
God who created all things, 1°so that through the church the
manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the
rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 1This was
according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ
Jesus our Lord, ... 2

h Or by

2Tim 1:9 ... [God] who saved us and called us to' a holy calling,
not because of our works but because of his own purpose and
grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages
began, ... E

I Or with

I Greek before times eternal

John 6:39-40 And this is the will of him who sent me, that |
should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up
on the last day. *For this is the will of my Father, that
everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have
eternal life, and 1 will raise him up on the last day. 2

Acts 1:6-7 So when they had come together, they asked him,
“Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?”
"He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons
that the Father has fixed by his own authority. E
The disciples’ question implies that God the Father would
restore Israel's kingdom through Jesus Christ. Jesus' reply
indicates that the Father had set a time for this — no doubt
following his return — and times for other events of the end.

Acts 3:19-21 Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins
may be blotted out, 2°that times of refreshing may come from
the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ
appointed for you, Jesus, *'whom heaven must receive until the
time for restoring all the things about which God spoke by the
mouth of his holy prophets long ago. E

Acts 17:31 ... because he has fixed a day on which he will judge
the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed;
and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from
the dead. E
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Rom 8:20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not Rev 17:17 ... for God has put it into their hearts to carry out
willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope ... E his purpose by being of one mind and handing over their royal

God's will is in view here (as in the other passages in this power to the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled.

subsection).

Heb 12:26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he
has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth Pray for persecuted Christians

but also the heavens.” 2

The reference is to God removing the old creation at the end
of the age, to make way for the new earth and heavens.
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142 4. The Holy Spirit

See also:
= /l. God's Holy Spirit in His People, p. 831

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God, as often indicated in the
Bible. This assertion is reflected by the Holy Spirit's divine and
imposing attributes. However, the Bible also distinguishes
the Holy Spirit from God, portraying him as a personal being
in his own right.

(Note that in regard to the Holy Spirit and God's people, see
Il. God'’s Holy Spirit in His People, cross referenced above.)

a) The Holy Spirit of God

Subsections

= The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God . ..

= ... God refers to the Holy Spirit as his Spirit

= The Holy Spirit is correlated with God's presence
= The Holy Spirit is from God

= God and the Holy Spirit know each other’s mind

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God . ..

See also:

= The Holy Spirit is described as both the Spirit of God and the
Spirit of Jesus Christ, p. 154

The Holy Spirit is God'’s spirit. As such one should bear in
mind that when the Bible speaks of the Holy Spirit, it is in
effect speaking of God himself.

Gen 1:2 The earth was without form and void, and darkness
was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was

hovering over the face of the waters. £

1Sam 10:6 Then the Spirit of the LorD will rush upon you, and
you will prophesy with them and be turned into another
man. £

Isa 61:1a The Spirit of the Lord Gob is upon me ... E

Matt 10:20 For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your
Father speaking through you.

A

1Cor 2:11 For who knows a person’s thoughts except the
spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one
comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.

The parallel drawn between the spirit of a person and the
Spirit of God emphasizes that the Holy Spirit is God's spirit.

1Cor 6:11 And such were some of you. But you were washed,
you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

2Cor 3:3 And you show that you are a letter from Christ
delivered by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the
living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human
hearts.2 £

a Greek fleshly hearts

Rom 8:11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead
dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will
also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who
dwells in you. E

Eph 4:30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom
you were sealed for the day of redemption. £

Ps 51:11 Cast me not away from your presence, and take not
your Holy Spirit from me. E

. . . God refers to the Holy Spirit as his Spirit

Note that “Spirit” always refers to the Holy Spirit.

Isa 42:1 [God:] Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my
chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my Spirit upon
him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. £

Isa 59:21 “And as for me, this is my covenant with them,”
says the LORD: “My Spirit that is upon you, and my words that
[ have put in your mouth, shall not depart out of your mouth,
or out of the mouth of your offspring, or out of the mouth of
your children’s offspring,” says the LORD, “from this time
forth and forevermore.” £

Ezek 39:29 And I will not hide my face anymore from them,
when I pour out my Spirit upon the house of Israel, declares
the Lord Gob. 2

Hag 2:5b [God:] My Spirit remains in your midst. Fear not.
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The Holy Spirit is correlated with God's presence

Ps 51:11 Cast me not away from your presence, and take not
your Holy Spirit from me. E
As David no doubt was aware and arguably was even
suggesting, his two requests are effectively asking the same
thing; one involves the other.

Ps 139:7-8 Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall |
flee from your presence? 8If  ascend to heaven, you are there!
If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there!

Acts 10:38 ...how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was
with him. E
This verse appears to correlate Jesus having the Holy Spirit
with God's presence being with him.

Eph 2:22 In him you also are being built together into a
dwelling place for God by" the Spirit. 2

b Orin

As perhaps is better reflected in the text note’s rendering,

quite possibly this is speaking of the church being a dwelling
place "where God lives by his Spirit” (NLT; cf. GNT, NCV, NIV).

1Jn 3:24 Whoever keeps his commandments abides in God,*
and Godd in him. And by this we know that he abides in us, by
the Spirit whom he has given us.
¢ Greek him
d Greek he
This verse and 4:13 below correlate the Holy Spirit with God's
presence by asserting that the fact that believers have God's
Spirit verifies that God lives in them.

1Jn 4:13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us,
because he has given us of his Spirit. 2

% The Holy Spirit is also correlated with Jesus Christ's
presence:

Rom 8:9-10 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the
Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who
does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 1°But
if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin,
the Spirit is life because of righteousness. &
This links the Holy Spirit living in a person with Jesus Christ
living in them. Ephesians 3:16-17 also appears to make this
link: “... strengthened with power through his Spirit in your

inner being, 'so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through
faith ..."

The Holy Spirit is from God

See also:

= God gave the Holy Spirit through Jesus Christ, p. 535
» a) God Gives the Holy Spirit to His People, p. 831

1Cor 2:12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world,
but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the
things freely given us by God. &

1Cor 6:19a Or do you not know that your body is a temple of
the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God?

John 15:26 But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to
you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the
Father, he will bear witness about me. £

Acts 1:4-5 And while staying® with them he ordered them
not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of
the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5for John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized withf the Holy
Spirit not many days from now.” £

e Or eating
f Orin

Acts 2:33 Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God,
and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy
Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing
and hearing. 2
Particularly in light of the context — the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit at Pentecost — the middle clause appears to be

referring to Jesus Christ receiving from the God “the
promised Holy Spirit” (NIV®; cf. AMP, CEV, GNT, NCV, NLT).

God and the Holy Spirit know each other’s mind

The fact that God and the Holy Spirit are spoken of as
knowing each other’'s mind is indicative of the Holy Spirit
being the Spirit of God.

Rom 8:27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the
mind of the Spirit, becauseg the Spirit intercedes for the
saints according to the will of God.

8 Or that

Note that a further aspect of God and the Holy Spirit's
relationship is shown here by the Holy Spirit interceding
“according to the will of God"” — no doubt characteristic of all
that the Holy Spirit does. This also points to the Holy Spirit
having an intimate knowledge of God's will and so also of
God's mind.
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1Cor 2:9-11 But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor
ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has
prepared for those who love him”— 10these things God has
revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches
everything, even the depths of God. 'For who knows a
person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is
in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God
except the Spirit of God. E
The "depths of God" (v. 10) denotes “what is deep in the mind
of God" (CEV), the "deep secrets” of God (NCV, NLT).

(I

% The Holy Spirit and the mind of Jesus Christ:

1Cor 2:12,15-16 Now we have received not the spirit of the
world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might
understand the things freely given us by God. £ ... 15The
spiritual person judges all things, but is himself to be judged
by no one. *“For who has understood the mind of the Lord
so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ. £
This suggests a correlation between having the Holy Spirit
(v. 12) and having the mind of Christ (v. 16). In turn this points
to the Holy Spirit knowing the mind of Christ, as he knows
the mind of God.

Pray for persecuted Christians

b) The Holy Spirit’s Being

In addition to the following charactersitics, as the Holy
“Spirit", the Holy Spirit has no visible form.

Subsections

= The Holy Spirit is everywhere

= The Holy Spirit is eternal

= The Holy Spirit has great power . ..

= ... and the Holy Spirit can enable people to do great things
= The Holy Spirit has great wisdom and knowledge . ..

= ... The Holy Spirit even has knowledge of the future

The Holy Spirit is everywhere

Ps 139:7-8 Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I
flee from your presence? 8If I ascend to heaven, you are there!
If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! §

Verse 7 links the Holy Spirit with God's presence, and so

along with v. 8 implies that the Holy Spirit is omnipresent —
i.e. everywhere.

John 14:17 ... even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You
know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. E

The fact that the Holy Spirit dwells in each of God's people
(cf. 2Tim 1:14 {; a) God Gives the Holy Spirit to His People,
p. 831) — and in each group of them (cf. Eph 2:22 1) — shows
that he is everywhere.

2Tim 1:14 By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the
good deposit entrusted to you. g

Eph 2:22 In him you also are being built together into a
dwelling place for God by" the Spirit. E

h Orin

As noted earlier, this may well be speaking of the church

being a dwelling place where God lives by his Spirit (cf. GNT,
NLT, NCV, NIV).

The Holy Spirit is eternal

Heb 9:14 ...how much more will the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to
God, purify our' conscience from dead works to serve the
living God. 2
I Some manuscripts your
The “eternal Spirit” is probably speaking of the Holy Spirit,
although there are other opinions — as reflected in the NCV
text note on "Spirit” which says: "This refers to the Holy Spirit,
to Christ's own spirit or to the spiritual and eternal nature of
his sacrifice.”

John 14:16-17a And [ will ask the Father, and he will give you
another Helper, to be with you forever, 7even the Spirit of
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither
sees him nor knows him. £
J Or Advocate, or Counselor; also 14:26; 15:26; 16:7
"Helper” is a title for the Holy Spirit.
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The Holy Spirit has great power-. ..

Isa 11:2 And the Spirit of the LoRD shall rest upon him, the
Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and
might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. E

1Jn 4:4 Little children, you are from God and have overcome
them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the
world.
The "he who is in you” is most likely referring to the Holy
Spirit (cf. vv. 2, 6). As such, the description of the Holy Spirit
as greater than Satan — "he who is in the world” - is indicative
of the Spirit's great power.

Luke 1:35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be bornk will be called
holy—the Son of God. E

k Some manuscripts add of you

This correlates — or at least associates — the Holy Spirit with
the power of God.

Rom 15:13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace
in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may
abound in hope. E

Acts 8:39-40 And when they came up out of the water, the
Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw
him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 4°But Philip
found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he
preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to
Caesarea. £

This appears to indicate that the Holy Spirit miraculously
removed Philip and took him to Azotus.

Isa 32:15 ... until the Spirit is poured upon us from on high,
and the wilderness becomes a fruitful field, and the fruitful
field is deemed a forest. E

Such is the Holy Spirit's power that he can bring about
renewal of the extent portrayed here. Note that while this
appears to firstly refer to the Holy Spirit effecting physical
blessings, it is often understood to have a spiritual
application — particularly with the reference to the Holy Spirit
as being “poured upon us”. As such this would attest to the
Holy Spirit renewing God'’s people.

.. and the Holy Spirit can enable people to do
great things

See also:

= The Holy Spirit empowered Jesus in what he said and did,
p. 543

= The Holy Spirit empowers God's people to do God's work,
p. 849

Judg 14:6a, 19a Then the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon him,
and although he had nothing in his hand, he tore the lion in
pieces as one tears a young goat. £ ... 1°And the Spirit of the
LORrD rushed upon him, and he went down to Ashkelon and
struck down thirty men of the town and took their spoil and
gave the garments to those who had told the riddle. E

Zec 4:6-7 Then he said to me, “This is the word of the LoRD

to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit,

says the LORD of hosts. "Who are you, O great mountain? Before

Zerubbabel you shall become a plain. And he shall bring

forward the top stone amid shouts of ‘Grace, grace to it!” E
Zerubbabel would not rebuild the temple with the aid of
outstanding human might or power, but through the power
and direction of the Holy Spirit — who would overcome
mountainous obstacles.

Matt 12:28 But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out
demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. £

Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and
in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. £
On receiving “power (ability, efficiency, and might)” (AMP)
when the Holy Spirit came upon them, the disciples would be
enabled to witness for Christ far and wide.

Rom 15:18-19 For I will not venture to speak of anything

except what Christ has accomplished through me to bring the

Gentiles to obedience—by word and deed, °by the power of

signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God—so that

from Jerusalem and all the way around to Illyricum I have

fulfilled the ministry of the gospel of Christ; ... &
Grammatically the “signs and wonders” (v. 19) may not be
directly attributed to “the power of the Spirit”, but this could
well be implied (cf. CEV, NLT). Even if this is not the case,
these verses still do attest to the power of the Holy Spirit
enabling people to accomplish great things.
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1Cor 2:4-5 ...and my speech and my message were not in
plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit
and of power, Sthat your faith might not rest in the wisdom of
men but in the power of God.
The last clause in v. 4 appears to associate the Holy Spirit with
the power which, through Paul's preaching, led the
Corinthians to faith (cf. CEV, GNT, NCV, NIV, NLT). As such,
the Holy Spirit's power is here correlated with God's power
(v. 5).

1Pet 3:18-20 For Christ also suffered! once for sins, the
righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God,
being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 1°in
which™ he went and proclaimed® to the spirits in prison,
20pecause® they formerly did not obey, when God’s patience
waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being
prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were
brought safely through water. 2

! Some manuscripts died

mQr the Spirit, in whom

n Or preached

° Or when

If the rendering in the first text note is preferred (cf. NIV,

NKJV, NLT) this would then attest to the Holy Spirit's power

by speaking of his role in raising Jesus Christ and

empowering him to preach to the “spirits in prison” (v. 19a).

Note that these “spirits” could be referring to human spirits

or to fallen angels or demons — leaving vv. 19-20 open to

various interpretations.

The Holy Spirit has great wisdom and

knowledge.. ..

See also:

= ... The Holy Spirit teaches God'’s people about all things,
p. 846

Isa 11:2 And the Spirit of the LorD shall rest upon him, the
Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and
might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. E

Such descriptions of the Holy Spirit (cf. Eph 1:17 1) imply that
he has great wisdom and knowledge.

Isa 40:13-14 Who has measuredP the Spirit of the LORD, or
what man shows him his counsel? “*Whom did he consult, and
who made him understand? Who taught him the path of
Jjustice, and taught him knowledge, and showed him the way
of understanding? =

P Or has directed

Arguably the Spirit is partially in view, along with God, in all
of vv. 13-14. This is supported by the alternative rendering in
the text note, which would more clearly place the Holy Spirit's
wisdom/counsel in view at the start. As such these verses
point to the self-sufficiency and pre-eminence of the Holy
Spirit's wisdom and knowledge.

John 14:26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring
to your remembrance all that I have said to you. £

Acts 6:3, 9-10 Therefore, brothers,a pick out from among
you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of
wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. £ ...°Then some
of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as
it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians,
and of those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with
Stephen. 1°But they could not withstand the wisdom and the
Spirit with which he was speaking. E

a4 Or brothers and sisters

This suggests that Stephen’s profound wisdom was a product

of the Holy Spirit — indicative of the Holy Spirit having great
wisdom.

1Cor 2:9-11 But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor
ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has
prepared for those who love him”— 1%these things God has
revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches
everything, even the depths of God. 'For who knows a
person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is
in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God
except the Spirit of God. 2

Verse 10b is saying that the Holy Spirit “searches out all
things” (NCV™; cf. NLT), “exploring and examining
everything” (AMP). The Holy Spirit's complete wisdom and
knowledge is further attested to by the fact that he
comprehends and so knows the thoughts of God (v. 11b).

Eph 1:17 ... that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father
of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in
the knowledge of him, ... 2

Quite possibly Paul has in view “the Spirit, who will make you
wise and reveal God to you” (GNT; cf. CEV).

Eph 3:4-5 When you read this, you can perceive my insight
into the mystery of Christ, Swhich was not made known to the
sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed

to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. E

Knowing such a “mystery” attests to the Holy Spirit's great
knowledge.
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. . . The Holy Spirit even has knowledge of the future

Luke 2:26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit
that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s
Christ.

Acts 1:16 Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the
Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of David
concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested
Jesus. 2
This speaks of the Holy Spirit giving a prophecy (cf. 1Pet 1:10-
11 1), illustrating that the Holy Spirit has knowledge of the
future. Additionally, note that similarly the Bible speaks at
times of the Holy Spirit speaking through “prophets” (cf. God
has given his word by the Holy Spirit . .., p.301; ... Further
mention of Scripture coming by the Holy Spirit, p. 302).

Acts 20:23 ... except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in
every city that imprisonment and afflictions await me.

Acts 21:11 And coming to us, he took Paul’s belt and bound
his own feet and hands and said, “Thus says the Holy Spirit,
‘This is how the Jews at Jerusalem will bind the man who owns
this belt and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.” E

1Tim 4:1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some
will depart from the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful
spirits and teachings of demons, ...

1Pet 1:10-11  Concerning this salvation, the prophets who
prophesied about the grace that was to be yours searched
and inquired carefully, 'inquiring what person or time the
Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the
sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. |2

Pray for persecuted Christians

c) The Holy Spirit’s Personhood

Subsections

= The Holy Spirit is distinguished from God and Jesus Christ
= The Holy Spirit has a mind

= The Holy Spirit is referred to with personal pronouns

= The Holy Spirit has personal characteristics

A

= The Holy Spirit communicates . . .
= ... and the Holy Spirit interacts in other ways

= Note: Like a person, the Holy Spirit can be treated wrongly

The Holy Spirit is distinguished from God and Jesus
Christ

See also:
» /. God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, p. 152

Although perhaps to varying degrees, each of the following
verses speak of the Holy Spirit as being distinct from God and
from Jesus Christ.

John 14:26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to
your remembrance all that [ have said to you. £

Jesus is the speaker here, as is the case in 15:26 below.

John 15:26 But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to
you from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the
Father, he will bear witness about me. 2

Acts 2:32-33 This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are
witnesses. 33Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God,
and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy
Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing
and hearing. E

2Cor 13:14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

Eph 4:4-6 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were
called to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5one Lord,
one faith, one baptism, %one God and Father of all, who is over
all and through all and in all. E

2Thes 2:13 Butwe oughtalways to give thanks to God for you,
brothers beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the
firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and
belief in the truth. £

r Some manuscripts chose you from the beginning

Rev 1:4-5a John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace
to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to
come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne,
Sand from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the
dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. £
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The term "the seven spirits” (v. 4) is usually interpreted as
referring to the Holy Spirit — “the sevenfold Spirit” (NIV® text
note; cf. AMP) — in his fullness or perfection.

The Holy Spirit has a mind

See also:

» God and the Holy Spirit know each other’s mind, p. 143

Rom 8:27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the
mind of the Spirit, becauses the Spirit intercedes for the
saints according to the will of God. E

s Or that

Acts 13:2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting,
the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for
the work to which I have called them.” E

This suggests that the Holy Spirit has a mind, telling of him
giving a command ("Set apart for me...") and having called
people to do a certain task.

Acts 15:28 For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us
to lay on you no greater burden than these requirements: ...

1Cor 12:11  All these are empowered by one and the same
Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills. §

That the Holy Spirit “wills” such things is indicative of him
having his own mind.

The Holy Spirit is referred to with personal pronouns

See also:
= Acts 13:2 1; 1Cor 12:11 ¢

The fact that personal pronouns are used of the Holy Spirit
suggests that he is an entity in his own right, as well as
alluding to him being a personal being.

John 14:17 ... even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You
know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. &

John 16:7-8, 13-14 Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to
your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the
Helper will not come to you. ButifI go, I will send him to you.
8And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning
sin and righteousness and judgment: g ... 3When the Spirit
of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will
not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he

A

will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to
come. *He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and
declare it to you. E

Acts 10:19-20 And while Peter was pondering the vision, the
Spirit said to him, “Behold, three men are looking for you.
20Rise and go down and accompany them without hesitation,
for I have sent them.” E

Acts 13:2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting,
the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for
the work to which I have called them.”

Here the personal pronouns “me” and “I” (cf. Acts 10:19-20 1)
both do refer to the Holy Spirit.

Rom 8:16, 26 The Spirit himselfbears witness with our spirit
that we are children of God, 2 ... 2°Likewise the Spirit helps
us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as
we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with
groanings too deep for words. E

1Cor 2:12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world,
but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the
things freely given us by God. E

1Cor 6:19a Or do you not know that your body is a temple of
the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? E

The Holy Spirit has personal characteristics

Prominent amongst the characteristics of the Holy Spirit
shown in the following verses are: holiness (Ps 51:11; Acts
10:44-45); goodness (Neh 9:20a; Ps 143:10; Gal 5:22), and
love (Rom 15:30; Gal 5:22-23a).

Ps 51:11 Cast me not away from your presence, and take not
your Holy Spirit from me. E

Acts 10:44-45 While Peter was still saying these things, the
Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. 5And the believers
from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were
amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out
even on the Gentiles. E

Neh 9:20 You gave your good Spirit to instruct them and did
not withhold your manna from their mouth and gave them
water for their thirst.

Ps 143:10 Teach me to do your will, for you are my God! Let
your good Spirit lead me on level ground! £
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Rom 15:30 I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ
and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in
your prayers to God on my behalf, ... B

The phrase “the love of the Spirit” refers to the love that the
Holy Spirit gives God's people (cf. GNT, NCV, NLT).

Gal 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, self-

control; against such things there is no law. £
Each of these characteristics is described as a “fruit of the
Spirit” because — like fruit from a tree — their source and
means of growth is the Holy Spirit. Arguably this implies that
as their source and as the one who fosters them, the Holy
Spirit's own character is reflected in them. This also applies
to “the love of the Spirit” in Romans 15:30 above, which refers
to the love that the Holy Spirit gives God's people (cf. GNT,
NCV, NLT).

Heb 10:29 How much worse punishment, do you think, will
be deserved by the one who has spurned the Son of God, and
has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was
sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace? g

Isa 63:10 But they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit;
therefore he turned to be their enemy, and himself fought
against them.

This indicates that the Holy Spirit has feelings.

% The Holy Spirit is the truth:

1n 5:6 This is he who came by water and blood—]esus
Christ; not by the water only but by the water and the blood.
And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the
truth. E

This implies that the Holy Spirit is more than just truthful,
actually correlating the Holy Spirit with truth (cf. John
16:13 8). As such, this also points to righteousness being a
personal characteristic of the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit communicates . . .

See also:
= Neh 9:20a
= The Holy Spirit teaches God'’s people . . ., p. 845

= ... The Holy Spirit teaches God's people about all things,
p. 846

= The Holy Spirit leads God'’s people, p. 848

= The Holy Spirit directs God'’s people in doing God'’s work,
p. 848

A

= The Holy Spirit has a significant role in what God'’s people
speak, p. 851

= The Holy Spirit witnesses about Jesus Christ to people,
fostering belief, p. 1771

2Sam 23:2 The Spirit of the LORD speaks by me; his word is on
my tongue. 2
Here "his word” probably refers to God's word (cf. v. 3), but

it could instead refer to the Holy Spirit's word. Contextually —
as always — the two are in effect the same.

Matt 10:20 For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your
Father speaking through you. E

John 16:13-14 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide
you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own
authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will
declare to you the things that are to come. 1*He will glorify me,
for he will take what is mine and declare it to you. E

Acts 10:19-20 And while Peter was pondering the vision, the
Spirit said to him, “Behold, three men are looking for you.
20Rise and go down and accompany them without hesitation,
for I have sent them.” E

Acts 13:2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting,
the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for
the work to which I have called them.” 2

Acts 20:23 ... except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in
every city that imprisonment and afflictions await me.

Acts 21:11 And coming to us, he took Paul’s belt and bound
his own feet and hands and said, “Thus says the Holy Spirit,
‘This is how the Jews at Jerusalem will bind the man who owns
this belt and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.” E

Rom 8:16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that
we are children of God, ... E

Rom 8:26b For we do not know what to pray for as we
ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings
too deep for words. E

Gal 4:6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of
his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 2

Eph 3:5 ... which was not made known to the sons of men in
other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy
apostles and prophets by the Spirit. £

G - H - OT - NT - Subj


https://www.esv.org/Rom+15:30
https://www.esv.org/Gal+5:22
https://www.esv.org/Heb+10:29
https://www.esv.org/Isa+63:10
https://www.esv.org/1Jn+5:6
https://www.esv.org/2Sam+23:2
https://www.esv.org/Matt+10:20
https://www.esv.org/John+16:13
https://www.esv.org/Acts+10:19
https://www.esv.org/Acts+13:2
https://www.esv.org/Acts+20:23
https://www.esv.org/Acts+21:11
https://www.esv.org/Rom+8:16
https://www.esv.org/Rom+8:26
https://www.esv.org/Gal+4:6
https://www.esv.org/Eph+3:5

150 4. The Holy Spirit

1Tim 4:1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some
will depart from the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful
spirits and teachings of demons, ... E

Heb 3:7 Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says, “Today, ifyou hear
his voice, ...

Rev 2:7a He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says
to the churches. 2

Rev 22:17a The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” E

. . . and the Holy Spirit interacts in other ways

Matt 41 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. E

Acts 9:31 So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and
Samaria had peace and was being built up. And walking in
the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it
multiplied. E

One way that the Holy Spirit interacts is that it comforts the
church.

Acts 16:6-7 And they went through the region of Phrygia and
Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the
word in Asia. "And when they had come up to Mysia, they
attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not
allow them. g

Acts 20:28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the
flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care
for the church of God,! which he obtained with his own
blood."

t Some manuscripts of the Lord
w Or with the blood of his Own

Rom 8:14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons” of
God. E

v See discussion on “sons” in the Preface
Rom 8:26a Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. 2

Rom 15:30 I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ
and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in
your prayers to God on my behalf, ... &

As noted earlier, “the love of the Spirit” refers to the love that
the Holy Spirit gives God's people (cf. GNT, NCV, NLT).

1Cor 12:11  All these are empowered by one and the same
Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills. E

This is speaking of the work of the Holy Spirit in bestowing
spiritual gifts on believers (cf. vv. 7-10).

Note: Like a person, the Holy Spirit can be treated
wrongly

Matt 12:32 And whoever speaks a word against the Son of
Man will be forgiven, but whoever speaks against the Holy
Spirit will not be forgiven, either in this age or in the age to
come. E
There are a number of interpretations of what Jesus meant
by speaking against or blaspheming (cf. Mark 3:29) the Holy
Spirit. One of the most prominent is that Jesus meant that by
attributing to Satan what realistically could only have been
the work of the Holy Spirit (v. 24), the Pharisees were willfully
rejecting the Holy Spirit — and thus God — a sin that can never
be forgiven; “an eternal sin” (Mark 3:29).

Acts 5:3,9 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled
your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for
yourself part of the proceeds of the land? E ... °But Peter
said to her, “How is it that you have agreed together to test
the Spirit of the Lord? Behold, the feet of those who have
buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you
out.” E

Ananias and his wife Sapphira conspired to try to deceive the

church and thus also the Holy Spirit (v. 3), in effect testing the
Holy Spirit (v. 9).

Acts 7:51 You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart
and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers
did, so do you. £

Heb 10:29 How much worse punishment, do you think, will
be deserved by the one who has spurned the Son of God, and
has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was
sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace?
The phrase “outraged the Spirit” can also be translated as
“insulted the Spirit” (NASB; cf. AMP, CEV, GNT, NCV, NIV,
NKJV), clearly indicating that the Holy Spirit can be treated
wrongly.

Isa 63:10 But they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit;
therefore he turned to be their enemy, and himself fought
against them. £
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Eph 4:30-31 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by sins he then lists in v. 31 and also possibly “corrupting talk”
whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31Let all (cf. v. 29).

bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be
put away from you, along with all malice. E

We grieve the Holy Spirit by sinning (cf. Isa 63:10 1). In giving Pray for persecuted Christians
this command not to do so, Paul may have had in mind the
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Il. God, Jesus Christ and the Holy

Spirit

See also:
= /. Jesus Christ and God, p. 112

The NT speaks of God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit as
three identities, but also shows them as being related to each
other in a unique unity. This is in part due to divine attributes
and roles being attributed to each of them. Since the 4th
century the church has viewed their relationship in terms of
the Doctrine of the Trinity — the concept of them being three
“persons” but one substance.

This close-knit relationship between God, Jesus Christ and
the Holy Spirit is still one of the most intriguing and debated
aspects of the Bible. The following provides some basic
“building blocks” for coming to terms with it.

a) Mutual Association

Subsections

= God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are very closely
associated

= The Holy Spirit is identified with God . ..

= ... and the Holy Spirit is identified with Jesus Christ

= The Holy Spirit is described as both the Spirit of God and
the Spirit of Jesus Christ

= God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit work together in unity
of purpose.. ..

= ... Most prominently, they work together in saving people

= Note: Possible references to God in plural form

God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are very closely
associated

Matt 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in2 the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, ...

a Or into

The phrase “the name of” denotes a single name. Here it is
applied to all three of the Father, Jesus Christ and the Holy

Spirit. As such it points to a very close relationship between
the three, indicative of such things as a unity of spirit and
purpose.

1Cor 12:4-6 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same
Spirit; Sand there are varieties of service, but the same Lord;
band there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who
empowers them all in everyone.
For comment on this passage, see the comment on 1Cor
12:4-6 — under God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit work
together in unity of purpose . . ., p. 154.

2Cor 13:14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of
God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. E
The close association of God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit

is pointed to by the attributing of these complementary
blessings to them at the one time.

1Cor 2:12, 16 Now we have received not the spirit of the world,
but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the
things freely given us by God. g ... 1®“For who has understood
the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the
mind of Christ. B
This correlates “the mind of Christ” with “the mind of the
Lord” (v. 16a), the latter apparently referring to God as v. 16a
is a quotation from Isaiah 40:13 where God is clearly in view.
Additionally, Paul may well be implying that “we have the
mind of Christ” (v. 16b) because we have received the Holy
Spirit (v. 12). If so, this would link the Holy Spirit with “the
mind of Christ”. As such these verses indicate that the three
are very closely associated.

The Holy Spirit is identified with God . . .

See also:

= ¢) Jesus Christ Is Identified with God, p. 119
= The Holy Spirit is correlated with God's presence, p. 143

= The Holy Spirit is distinguished from God and Jesus Christ,
p. 147

= ... Having the Holy Spirit indicates that God lives in a
person, p. 834

2Sam 23:2-3 The Spirit of the LORD speaks by me; his word is
on my tongue. 3The God of Israel has spoken; the Rock of Israel
has said to me: When one rules justly over men, ruling in the
fear of God, ... E
This correlates the Holy Spirit speaking (v.2) with God
speaking (v. 3), thus identifying the Holy Spirit with God.
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Ps 51:11 Cast me not away from your presence, and take not
your Holy Spirit from me. £
Quite possibly this is identifying the Holy Spirit with God's
presence (cf. The Holy Spirit is correlated with God's presence,
p. 143).

Ezek 11:24-25 And the Spirit lifted me up and brought me in
the vision by the Spirit of God into Chaldea, to the exiles. Then
the vision that I had seen went up from me. 25And I told the
exiles all the things that the LORD had shown me.

The phrase “the vision by the Spirit of God” (v. 24) may be
speaking of the vision being given by the Spirit (cf. NCV, NIV).
If this is the case then the phrase seems to correlate with “all
the things that the LORD had shown me” (v. 25), identifying
the Spirit with the LORD. Alternatively the phrase in question
may be speaking of the Spirit bringing Ezekiel into Chaldea,
in the vision (cf. CEV, GNT, NLT).

Mark 3:29 ... but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit
never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”"— £
The fact that it is possible to blaspheme the Holy Spirit —

along with the severity of the consequences — arguably
identifies him with God and points to his deity.

Acts 5:3, 4b But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled
your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for
yourself part of the proceeds of the land? E ... * ... You have
not lied to men but to God.” 2

Peter indicates that to lie to the Holy Spirit is to lie to God.
As such Peter identifies the Holy Spirit with God.

1Cor 2:4-5 ...and my speech and my message were not in
plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit
and of power, Sthat your faith might not rest in the wisdom of
men but in the power of God. E

This may well be correlating the Holy Spirit's power with
God's power — thus identifying the Holy Spirit with God.

Acts 28:25-27 And disagreeing among themselves, they
departed after Paul had made one statement: “The Holy
Spirit was right in saying to your fathers through Isaiah the
prophet: 26“‘Go to this people, and say, You will indeed hear
but never understand, and you will indeed see but never
perceive. 2’For this people’s heart has grown dull, and with
their ears they can barely hear, and their eyes they have
closed; lest they should see with their eyes and hear with
their ears and understand with their heart and turn, and I
would heal them.” 2

The quotation (vv. 26-27) from Isaiah 6:8-10 is originally

attributed to the “the voice of the Lord” (Isa 6:8), whereas

here it is said to be spoken by the Holy Spirit. As such this

identifies the Holy Spirit with God. Hebrews 10:15-17
immediately below is another occurrence of the NT
attributing to the Holy Spirit words spoken by God in the OT
(cf. Jeremiah 31:33-34). For other such examples see Hebrews
3:7-11 and Psalms 95:7-11.

Heb 10:15-17 And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for
after saying, 1*“This is the covenant that I will make with them
after those days, declares the Lord: 1 will put my laws on their
hearts, and write them on their minds,” 17then he adds, “I will
remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” E

. . . and the Holy Spirit is identified with Jesus Christ

Rom 8:10-11 But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead

because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If

the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you,

he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to

your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. E
The reference to Christ living in believers (v. 10) appears to
be used interchangeably with the references to the Spirit
living in believers (v. 11; cf. v.9). As such, this passage
identifies the Holy Spirit with Jesus Christ.

2Cor 3:17-18 Now the Lordb is the Spirit, and where the Spirit
of the Lord is, there is freedom. 8And we all, with unveiled
face, beholding the glory of the Lord,© are being transformed
into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For
this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. E

b Or this Lord
¢ Or reflecting the glory of the Lord

There are a number of interpretations of “the Lord is the
Spirit” (v. 17) and “the Lord who is the Spirit” (v. 18). The ones
that are arguably the most plausible are compatible with a
literal reading, identifying the Holy Spirit with the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Rev 2:8-11 And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write:
‘The words of the first and the last, who died and came to life.
9“1 know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are
rich) and the slander? of those who say that they are Jews
and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 1°Do not fear what
you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw
some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten
days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I
will give you the crown of life. 1'"He who has an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who
conquers will not be hurt by the second death.” §

d Greek blasphemy
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Verses 9-10 appear to be attributed to both Jesus Christ (v. 8)
and the Holy Spirit (v. 11). Further similar examples of
passages being attributed to both Jesus Christ and the Holy
Spirit are found in chapters 2 and 3 of Revelation.

The Holy Spirit is described as both the Spirit of God
and the Spirit of Jesus Christ

See also:

= 2Cor 3:17 &
= The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God . . ., p. 142
= ... God refers to the Holy Spirit as his Spirit, p. 142

The theme of this subsection closely correlates the Holy Spirit
with God and with Jesus Christ — and also associates Jesus
Christ with God, with the one Spirit being said to be of them
both. The first of the verses/passages in this subsection (Rom
8:9) speaks of the Holy Spirit as both the Spirit of God and
the Spirit of Jesus Christ. The following four refer to the Holy
Spirit as the Spirit of God, while the last four refer to the Holy
Spirit as the Spirit of Jesus Christ.

Rom 8:9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit,
if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not
have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. E

Judg 14:19a And the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon him ... 5

Isa 63:10 But they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit;
therefore he turned to be their enemy, and himself fought
against them. g

1Cor 12:3 Therefore I want you to understand that no one
speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!”
and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit.

Eph 4:30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom
you were sealed for the day of redemption. £

Acts 16:6-7 And they went through the region of Phrygia and
Galatia, having been forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the
word in Asia. 7And when they had come up to Mysia, they
attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not
allow them. 2
The reference to "the Holy Spirit” and his work in v.6
underlines the fact that “the Spirit of Jesus” in v. 7 is referring
to the Holy Spirit.

Gal 4:6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of
his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” g

A

Phil 1:19 ... for I know that through your prayers and the
help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my
deliverance, ... E

1Pet 1:10-11 Concerning this salvation, the prophets who
prophesied about the grace that was to be yours searched
and inquired carefully, linquiring what person or time the
Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he predicted the
sufferings of Christ and the subsequent glories. E

God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit work together
in unity of purpose...

See also:

= God gave the Holy Spirit through Jesus Christ, p. 535
» God bestowed the Holy Spirit on Jesus, for his mission, p. 542

= The Holy Spirit empowered Jesus in what he said and did,
p. 543

Matt 3:16-17 And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he
went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were
opened to him,¢ and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a
dove and coming to rest on him; Yand behold, a voice from
heaven said, “This is my beloved Son,f with whom I am well

pleased.” E

¢ Some manuscripts omit to him

f Or my Son, my (or the) Beloved

God's anointing of Jesus with the Holy Spirit empowered
Jesus for his mission — and so illustrates the three working
together in unity of purpose.

John 20:21-22 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.
As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22And
when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
“Receive the Holy Spirit. £

The Father sent Jesus Christ to carry out his purposes and

Jesus Christ sends his people empowered with the Holy Spirit
to continue his work.

Acts 2:32-33 This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are
witnesses. 33Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God,
and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy
Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing
and hearing. 2
In v. 33, “this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing”
refers to the manifestation of the Holy Spirit, apparent in the
believers speaking in various unlearned languages (cf. vv. 1-
11). God raised and exalted Jesus Christ and gave him the
Holy Spirit to further God'’s purposes.
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Rom 1:1-4  Paul, a servant® of Christ Jesus, called to be an
apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, *which he promised
beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures,
3concerning his Son, who was descended from Davidh
according to the flesh “and was declared to be the Son of God
in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection
from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, ... §

8 Or slave; Greek bondservant

h Or who came from the offspring of David

This reflects the fact that God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit

worked together in Jesus’ mission and in bringing to
fulfillment “the gospel of God" (v. 1).

1Cor 12:4-6 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same
Spirit; Sand there are varieties of service, but the same Lord;
and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who
empowers them all in everyone. E
One could interpret this as indicating that gifts are given by
the Holy Spirit, for service to Jesus Christ, in which God works.
However Paul is not necessarily trying to draw marked
distinctions between the roles of the Spirit, the Lord Jesus
and God in relation to “gifts”, “service” and “empowers".
Rather the fact that these three things are interrelated
reflects the close association and unity in both purpose and
arguably even function of the Holy Spirit, Jesus Christ and
God. (cf. NBQ)

2Cor 1:20-22 For all the promises of God find their Yes in him.
That is why it is through him that we utter our Amen to God
for his glory. 21And it is God who establishes us with you in
Christ, and has anointed us, *2and who has also put his seal on
us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.i g

I Or down payment

The first statement (v. 20a) means that God’s promises are
fulfilled in Jesus Christ (cf. NLT).

Eph 2:18, 22 For through him we both have access in one
Spirit to the Father. 2 ... 22In him you also are being built
together into a dwelling place for God byi the Spirit. 2

i Orin
In these verses “him” refers to Jesus Christ. Both verses speak

of vital roles of Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit in God's
relationship with his people.

Eph 3:16-17a ...that according to the riches of his glory he
may grant you to be strengthened with power through his
Spirit in your inner being, 7so that Christ may dwell in your
hearts through faith ... E

Note that “his” and “he" refer to God the Father.

1Pet 1:1b-2 To those who are elect exiles of the dispersion in
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2according to
the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of
the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with
his blood: May grace and peace be multiplied to you.

1Jn 4:2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that
confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, ...

John is speaking of being able to “know” or recognize if
someone has the Holy Spirit. The verse reflects that God has
sent the Holy Spirit in part to enable people to acknowledge
aspects of Jesus Christ’s mission and its significance — here in
particular the fact that Jesus Christ came in the form of a
human being.

Rev 1:4-5a John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace
to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to
come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne,
Sand from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of
the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. &
As commented earlier, “the seven spirits” (v.4) is usually
interpreted as referring to the Holy Spirit in his fullness. As
such this would be speaking of grace and peace being given
by God, the Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ.

. . . Most prominently, they work together in saving
people

Some of the references in the previous subsection also make
reference to matters connected with salvation, but the
references in this subsection speak of it more explicitly.

Titus 3:4-6 But when the goodness and loving kindness of
God our Savior appeared, >he saved us, not because of works
done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy,
by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,
bwhom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our
Savior, ... B

Acts 2:38-39 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit. 3°For the promise is for you and for your children
and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God
calls to himself.” g

Acts 5:31-32 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and
Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.
32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy
Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him. E
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Verse 32 points to the Holy Spirit's role in the salvation of
people, witnessing to them. This work of the Holy Spirit is in
conjunction with God's will, and with what God has done
through Jesus Christ (v. 31) to save people.

Rom 15:15-16 But on some points I have written to you very
boldly by way of reminder, because of the grace given me by
God %to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles in the
priestly service of the gospel of God, so that the offering of the
Gentiles may be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. E

Gal 4:4-6 But when the fullness of time had come, God sent

forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5to redeem

those who were under the law, so that we might receive

adoption as sons. °And because you are sons, God has sent the

Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” E
One objective of God's salvation was to enable us to become
his children, which he has done through Jesus Christ. In
conjunction with and subsequent to this, God enables us to
relate to him as his children through the Holy Spirit.

2Thes 2:13 But we ought always to give thanks to God for
you, brothers beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as
the firstfruitsk to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit
and belief in the truth.

k Some manuscripts chose you from the beginning

Although this verse does not specifically speak of Jesus Christ
playing a role in saving people, the phrase "brothers beloved
by the Lord” points to the will of Jesus Christ being in accord
with this purpose and may even allude to his dying for this
purpose, the ultimate expression of his love.

Heb 9:14 ...how much more will the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to
God, purify our! conscience from dead works to serve the living
God. E

I Some manuscripts your

The meaning of "dead works" is debatable, but quite possibly
denotes the ultimately useless rituals of the law.

Note: Possible references to God in plural form

There are differences of opinion over the use of “our” and
“us” in the statements attributed to God in the following
verses. As the subheading indicates, some people interpret
them as a plural form of the Deity, leading many to
understand them as a reference to the Trinity — God as three
persons in one being. Other interpretations offered by some
evangelical commentators of the terms in question include:
they are used to emphasize God’'s majesty; they are an
expression of the completeness or fullness of God's being;

and they are indicative of God addressing heavenly beings.
Note that some commentators specifically reject the last
interpretation, particularly in reference to Genesis 1:26.

Gen 1:26a Then God said, “Let us make man™ in our image,
after our likeness. E

mThe Hebrew word for man (adam) is the generic term for
mankind and becomes the proper name Adam

Gen 3:22a Then the LorD God said, “Behold, the man has
become like one of us in knowing good and evil. E

Gen 11:6-7 And the LoRD said, “Behold, they are one people,
and they have all one language, and this is only the beginning
of what they will do. And nothing that they propose to do will
now be impossible for them. 7Come, let us go down and there
confuse their language, so that they may not understand one
another’s speech.” E

Isa 6:8 AndIheard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall
I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send

» =

me. =

Pray for persecuted Christians

b) Mutual Divine Attributes

The listings here and in the following section of mutual divine
attributes and roles are not comprehensive. Note that the
subsections generally are composed of six verses — of which
the first pair refers to God, the second pair to Jesus Christ
and the third pair to the Holy Spirit.

Subsections

= Omnipresence — God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are
everywhere

= Omnipotence — they each have infinite, sovereign power
= Omniscience — they each have complete knowledge

= Divine glory

= Eternal existence

= Holiness
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Omnipresence — God, Jesus Christ and the Holy
Spirit are everywhere

See also:

= God is everywhere, not just in temples , p. 8
= Jesus Christ is everywhere, p. 101

= The Holy Spirit is everywhere, p. 144

Prov 15:3 The eyes of the LORD are in every place, keeping
watch on the evil and the good. E

Jer 23:23-24 Am1a God at hand, declares the LoRrRD, and not a
God far away?**Can a man hide himselfin secret places so that
I cannot see him? declares the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and
earth? declares the LORD. B

Matt 18:20 For where two or three are gathered in my name,
there am I among them. E

The fact that Jesus Christ can promise to be with every
gathering of Christians, points to him being everywhere. John
14:17 below makes a similar point regarding the Holy Spirit.

Eph 4:10 He [Jesus Christ] who descended is the one who also
ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all
things.) B

Ps 139:7a Where shall I go from your Spirit? £

John 14:17 ... even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You
know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. E

Omnipotence - they each have infinite, sovereign
power

See also:

= b) God’s Power (I): Ultimate Power, p. 32

= ¢) God'’s Power (ll): His Deeds, p. 36

= Jesus Christ has mighty, sovereign power, p. 100

= The Holy Spirit has great power . . ., p. 145

Job 42:2 1 know that you can do all things, and that no
purpose of yours can be thwarted.

Jer 32:17 Ah, Lord Gob! It is you who have made the heavens
and the earth by your great power and by your outstretched
arm! Nothing is too hard for you.

Phil 3:20-21 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we
await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 2'twho will transform our
lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that
enables him even to subject all things to himself. E

This and Revelation 3:7 immediately below, illustrate Jesus
Christ's sovereign if not infinite power.

Rev 3:7 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write:
‘The words of the holy one, the true one [Jesus Christ], who
has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, who
shuts and no one opens. E

Luke 1:35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born™ will be called
holy—the Son of God. E

" Some manuscripts add of you

As noted earlier in the chapter, this correlates — or at least
associates — the Holy Spirit and his power with the power of
God, pointing to the Holy Spirit having infinite power.

1Jn 4:4 Little children, you are from God and have overcome
them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the
world. E

Being greater than Satan points to the Holy Spirit having
sovereign power.

Omniscience - they each have complete knowledge

See also:

» d) God'’s Knowledge and Wisdom, p. 40
= Jesus Christ has superlative knowledge and wisdom, p. 101

= The Holy Spirit has great wisdom and knowledge . . ., p. 146

1Jn 3:20b  God is greater than our heart, and he knows
everything. g

Heb 4:13 And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are
naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give
account. £

John 16:30 Now we know that you [Jesus] know all things and
do not need anyone to question you; this is why we believe
that you came from God. E

Acts 1:24 And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know
the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have
chosen ... 2
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John 14:26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring
to your remembrance all that I have said to you.

1Cor 2:10b-11  For the Spirit searches everything, even the
depths of God. 1'For who knows a person’s thoughts except
the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one
comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.

Divine glory
See also:

» b) God’s Glory, p. 13
= Jesus Christ has divine glory, p. 97

Num 14:21 But truly, as I live, and as all the earth shall be
filled with the glory of the LORD, ... 2

Ps 138:5 ...and they shall sing of the ways of the LoORD, for
great is the glory of the LORD. E

Matt 25:31 When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all
the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 2

1Cor 2:8 None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if
they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. £

2Cor 3:8 ... will not the ministry of the Spirit have even more

glory?
This speaks of the glory of “the ministry of the Spirit”,
associated with the new covenant (cf. v. 6) — encompassing
both “the work of the Holy Spirit” (NIrV®; cf. CEV, GNT, NLT)
and the administering of the new covenant which is of the
Spirit (cf. AMP, NCV). Although not speaking directly of the
glory of the Spirit himself, by association it does point to the
Spirit's glory (cf. 1Pet 4:14 1).

1Pet 4:14 If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are
blessed, because the Spirit of glory® and of God rests upon
you.
° Some manuscripts insert and of power
The term “the Spirit of glory” appears to speak of the Holy
Spirit's own glory — “the glorious Spirit” (GNT, NCV, NLT; cf.
CEV).

Eternal existence

See also:
= d) God’s Eternity, p. 24
= a) Jesus Christ’s Eternity, p. 92
= The Holy Spirit is eternal, p. 144
The Bible portrays God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit as

having always existed, and says that they will exist forever.

Ps 93:2 Your throne is established from of old; you are from
everlasting. g

Deut 32:40b [God:] As I live forever, ... E

Rev 22:13 [Jesus Christ:] I am the Alpha and the Omega, the
first and the last, the beginning and the end. E
Alpha and Omega are the first and the last letters of the

Greek alphabet, used together to depict Christ spanning all
time — as do the subsequent pairings in the verse.

Rom 6:9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead,
will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him.

John 14:16-17a And I will ask the Father, and he will give you
another Helper,P to be with you forever, 7even the Spirit of
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither
sees him nor knows him. £

P Or Advocate, or Counselor; also 14:26; 15:26; 16:7

Heb 9:14 ...how much more will the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to
God, purify ourd conscience from dead works to serve the
living God. 2

9 Some manuscripts your

Holiness

See also:

= ag) Holiness [God's], p. 54
= Jesus Christ is holy, p. 102

Rev 4:8 And the four living creatures, each of them with six
wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and day and
night they never cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God
Almighty, who was and is and is to come!” E

Rev 15:4a Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify your name?
For you alone are holy. 2
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John 6:69 ...and we have believed, and have come to know,
that you are the Holy One of God.

Simon Peter is addressing Jesus Christ, applying a Messianic
title to him.

Rev 3:7 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write:
‘The words of the holy one [Jesus Christ], the true one, who
has the key of David, who opens and no one will shut, who
shuts and no one opens. E

Luke 12:12 ... for the Holy Spirit will teach you in that very
hour what you ought to say. £

Heb 10:15a And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us ... E

Pray for persecuted Christians

c) Mutual Divine Roles

See also:

= Some actions are attributed to both God and Jesus Christ,
p. 124

» God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit work together in unity
of purpose . . ., p. 154

= ... Most prominently, they work together in saving people,
p. 155

» d) Epilogue: God Works through Jesus Christ, p. 530
= b) God Works in His People through the Holy Spirit, p. 837

Common divine roles reflect the fact that God works through
Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. This is also reflected in some
of the above cross references. Note that the latter roles are
not exclusively divine in every sense, with believers also
having roles akin to them.

Subsections

= God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are each ascribed a
primary role in creation

= They each give spiritual or eternal life
= They each sanctify God's people
= They each are constantly with God'’s people, living in them

= They each strengthen and empower God's people

A

= They each guide and teach God's people
= They each give God's people joy and peace

God, Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are each
ascribed a primary role in creation

See also:

» g) God Made All Things, p. 200
» God made and sustains all things through Jesus Christ, p. 214

= The Holy Spirit played a role in creation — and still does,
p. 215

Isa 44:24 Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, who formed
you from the womb: “I am the LORD, who made all things, who
alone stretched out the heavens, who spread out the earth by
myself, ... E

Neh 9:6 T “You are the LORD, you alone. You have made
heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth
and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them; and you
preserve all of them; and the host of heaven worships you. E

r Septuagint adds And Ezra said

John 1:3 All things were made through him, and without him
was not any thing made that was made.

This and the following verse refer to Jesus Christ.

Col 1:16 For bys him all things were created, in heaven and on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
rulers or authorities—all things were created through him
and for him.

s That is, by means of; or in

Job 33:4 The Spirit of God has made me, and the breath of the
Almighty gives me life. £

Ps 104:30 When you send forth your Spirit,t they are created,
and you renew the face of the ground. 2

t Or breath

They each give spiritual or eternal life

Rom 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 2

1Jn 5:11 And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal
life, and this life is in his Son.
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John 5:21 For as the Father raises the dead and gives them
life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will. §

Note that this seems to be drawing a parallel between the
Father raising the physically dead to life and Jesus giving
spiritual life (to the spiritually dead). Jesus' raising of the
physically dead, particularly that of all people at the end of
the age, is quite possibly also encompassed.

John 10:28 [Jesus:] I give them eternal life, and they will
never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 5

John 6:63a It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help
atall. B

2Cor 3:6b For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. E

They each sanctify God'’s people

See also:
= The Holy Spirit sanctifies God's people, p. 844
= b) God Makes His People Holy, p. 859

“Sanctify” basically means to “make holy”.

Lev 20:8 Keep my statutes and do them; I am the LORD who
sanctifies you. 2

1Thes 5:23 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you
completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be
kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. £

Eph 5:25-27 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the
church and gave himself up for her, 26that he might sanctify
her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the
word, ?’so that he might present the church to himself in
splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she
might be holy and without blemish.* E

u Or holy and blameless

Heb 2:11 For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified
all have one source.V That is why he is not ashamed to call
them brothers,v ... E

v Greek all are of one

W Or brothers and sisters. The plural Greek word adelphoi
(translated “brothers”) refers to siblings in a family. In
New Testament usage, depending on the context,
adelphoi may refer either to men or to both men and
women who are siblings (brothers and sisters) in God’s
family, the church; also verse 12

Rom 15:16 ...to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles
in the priestly service of the gospel of God, so that the
offering of the Gentiles may be acceptable, sanctified by the
Holy Spirit. E

1Pet 1:2  ...according to the foreknowledge of God the
Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus
Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: May grace and peace
be multiplied to you. E

(I

This seems to speak of both the Holy Spirit and Jesus Christ
having a role in making God the Father’s people holy, with
“sprinkling with his blood” most likely referring to
purification by Christ’s blood (cf. GNT, NCV, NLT).

They each are constantly with God's people, living
in them

See also:

» a) God's People Are 'in’ Jesus Christ, p. 778
= a) God Is Always with His People, p. 802
= g) God Gives the Holy Spirit to His People, p. 831

Deut 31:8 Itis the LORD who goes before you. He will be with
you; he will not leave you or forsake you. Do not fear or be
dismayed. E

1Jn 3:24 Whoever keeps his commandments abides in God,*
and God in him. And by this we know that he abides in us, by
the Spirit whom he has given us. E

X Greek him
Y Greek he

Matt 28:20b [Jesus:] And behold, I am with you always, to the
end of the age. 2

Gal 2:20a I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I
who live, but Christ who lives in me. E

John 14:17 ... even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You
know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 2

2Tim 1:14 By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the

good deposit entrusted to you. E
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They each strengthen and empower God’s people

See also:
= The Holy Spirit empowers God'’s people to do God’s work,
p. 849
= b) God Strengthens His People, p. 933
» ¢) God Works through His People (Il): Empowerment, p. 968

Isa 41:10b I amyour God; I will strengthen you, I will help you,
[ will uphold you with my righteous right hand.

2Tim 1:7 ...for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power
and love and self-control. E

Phil 4:13 [ can do all things through him who strengthens me.

The reference is to Jesus Christ strengthening (cf. CEV, GNT,
NCV, NLT).

1Tim 1:12 I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus
our Lord, because he judged me faithful, appointing me to his
service, ...

Eph 3:16 ... that according to the riches of his glory he may
grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in
your inner being, ... E
God strengthens and empowers people through the Holy
Spirit.

Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. £

They each guide and teach God’s people

See also:

= The Holy Spirit teaches God'’s people . . ., p. 845

= ... The Holy Spirit teaches God'’s people about all things,
p. 846

= The Holy Spirit leads God'’s people, p. 848

= The Holy Spirit directs God'’s people in doing God'’s work,
p. 848

» ¢) God Teaches His People, p. 864

Ps 48:14 ... that this is God, our God forever and ever. He will
guide us forever.”

z Septuagint; another reading is (compare Jerome, Syriac)
He will guide us beyond death

Isa 48:17 Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, the Holy One
of Israel: “I am the LoRD your God, who teaches you to profit,
who leads you in the way you should go. E

John 10:3-4 To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear
his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them
out. *When he has brought out all his own, he goes before
them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. E

Jesus was applying this analogy to himself - the good
shepherd. The analogy is indicative of his guidance of his
people.

2Tim 2:7 Think over what I say, for the Lord will give you
understanding in everything. 2

As is typical in Paul’s letters, “the Lord” is more than likely a
reference to Jesus Christ.

Gal 5:18 Butifyou are led by the Spirit, you are not under the
law. E

John 14:26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring
to your remembrance all that I have said to you. E

They each give God'’s people joy and peace

See also:

= The Holy Spirit gives God's people joy and peace, p. 845
= b) Peace, p. 885

= ¢) Joy, p. 890

Ps 4:7 You have put more joy in my heart than they have
when their grain and wine abound. E

Rom 15:13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace
in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may
abound in hope. £

John 15:11 These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may
be in you, and that your joy may be full.

(i

Jesus is the speaker in both this and the following verse.

John 14:27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not
as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be
troubled, neither let them be afraid. £

Rom 8:6 For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set
the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 2
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Gal 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, ..
Pray for persecuted Christians

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, self- y for p

control; against such things there is no law. £
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5. Angels, Satan and Demons

The Bible often mentions angels. The existence and role of
these mighty servants of God should be a great
encouragement to believers. This is in no small part due to
the fact that their work often involves believers, including
giving believers supernatural help.

Note that while the great majority of references to angels in
the Bible are to God's holy angels, evil angels are also
mentioned. These evil angels are commonly identified with
demons (discussed in the second half of this chapter). In
headings in this book, “Angels” primarily refer to angels of
God. But bear in mind that some concepts, such as angels
being very powerful, are applicable to all angels.

a) Attributes of Angels

Subsections

= Angels have human-like features, but are very awesome in
appearance

= Angels have wings and can fly
= Angels are very powerful

= Angels have great wisdom and knowledge — but their
knowledge is limited

= Angels can communicate and interact with others
= Angels have a will and emotions — notably joy
= Angels are holy — but not perfect

= Further attributes of angels

Angels have human-like features, but are very
awesome in appearance

Note that there are variations in the descriptions of angelic
beings below, suggesting that there are different kinds of
angels, and even that they can vary their form. Also note that
Hebrews 1:14 (cf. Further attributes of angels, p. 168) refers to
angels as “spirits”, implying that they do not always have a
perceivable form.

Judg 13:3, 6a And the angel of the LORD appeared to the
woman and said to her, “Behold, you are barren and have not
borne children, but you shall conceive and bear a son. 2 ...
6Then the woman came and told her husband, “A man of God

A

came to me, and his appearance was like the appearance of
the angel of God, very awesome. E

The reference to the angel as a "man” (v. 6) suggests that
angels have a human-like form.

Ezek 1:4-14, 24 As Ilooked, behold, a stormy wind came out
of the north, and a great cloud, with brightness around it,
and fire flashing forth continually, and in the midst of the
fire, as it were gleaming metal.2 5And from the midst of it
came the likeness of four living creatures. And this was their
appearance: they had a human likeness, ®but each had four
faces, and each of them had four wings. "Their legs were
straight, and the soles of their feet were like the sole of a calf’s
foot. And they sparkled like burnished bronze. 8Under their
wings on their four sides they had human hands. And the four
had their faces and their wings thus: °their wings touched one
another. Each one of them went straight forward, without
turning as they went. 1%4s for the likeness of their faces, each
had a human face. The four had the face of a lion on the right
side, the four had the face of an ox on the left side, and the four
had the face of an eagle. 11Such were their faces. And their
wings were spread out above. Each creature had two wings,
each of which touched the wing of another, while two covered
their bodies. 12And each went straight forward. Wherever the
spirit would go, they went, without turning as they went.
134s for the likeness of the living creatures, their appearance
was like burning coals of fire, like the appearance of torches
moving to and fro among the living creatures. And the fire was
bright, and out of the fire went forth lightning. *And the living
creatures darted to and fro, like the appearance of a flash of
lightning. E ... 2*And when they went, I heard the sound of
their wings like the sound of many waters, like the sound of the
Almighty, a sound of tumult like the sound of an army. When
they stood still, they let down their wings.

a Or amber; also verse 27

These “living creatures” are cherubim (cf. Ezek 10:5, 16,
19a ), understood to be one of the highest orders of angels.
Verse 10 speaks of each of them having four different faces,
including a human face in front (cf. CEV, NLT).

Ezek 8:2 Then I looked, and behold, a form that had the
appearance of a man.® Below what appeared to be his waist
was fire, and above his waist was something like the
appearance of brightness, like gleaming metal.c 2

b By revocalization (compare Septuagint); Hebrew of fire
¢ Or amber

Dan 10:5-10, 16a, 18 I lifted up my eyes and looked, and
behold, a man clothed in linen, with a belt of fine gold from
Uphaz around his waist. °His body was like beryl, his face like
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the appearance of lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his
arms and legs like the gleam of burnished bronze, and the
sound of his words like the sound of a multitude. "And 1,
Daniel, alone saw the vision, for the men who were with me
did not see the vision, but a great trembling fell upon them,
and they fled to hide themselves. 8So | was left alone and saw
this great vision, and no strength was left in me. My radiant
appearance was fearfully changed,® and 1 retained no
strength. °Then I heard the sound of his words, and as I heard
the sound of his words, I fell on my face in deep sleep with
my face to the ground. 1°And behold, a hand touched me and
set me trembling on my hands and knees. g ... 1°And behold,
one in the likeness of the children of man touched my lips. E
... 18Again one having the appearance of a man touched me
and strengthened me.

d Hebrew My splendor was changed to ruin

The heavenly being described in vv. 5-6 is generally

understood to be an angel, though some consider him to be

the preincarnate Christ (cf. Rev 1:13-16). It probably is the

same being in view in vv. 16a, 18. The awesome nature of his

appearance and presence is underlined by the reactions of
Daniel and the men with him (vv. 7-8, 10; cf. vv. 15-17).

Matt 28:3-4  His appearance was like lightning, and his
clothing white as snow. *And for fear of him the guards
trembled and became like dead men. E

This is speaking of “an angel of the Lord" (v. 2).

Luke 24:4 While they were perplexed about this, behold,
two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. 2

Heb 13:2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for
thereby some have entertained angels unawares. 2

This indicates that angels have or at least can take on a
human-like form.

Rev 10:1 Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from
heaven, wrapped in a cloud, with a rainbow over his head, and
his face was like the sun, and his legs like pillars of fire. £

Rev 18:1 After this I saw another angel coming down from
heaven, having great authority, and the earth was made
bright with his glory. E

Angels have wings and can fly

See also:
= Ezek 1:4-11, 24 1

At least some kinds of angelic beings are spoken of as having
wings. Note that complementary to verses speaking of
angels flying, there are other verses that indicate that angels
can move very quickly throughout the earth.

Isa 6:2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings:
with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet,
and with two he flew. E

The “seraphim” are apparently a high order or class of angelic
beings.

Ezek 10:5, 16, 19a And the sound of the wings of the cherubim
was heard as far as the outer court, like the voice of God
Almighty when he speaks. £ ... 1°And when the cherubim
went, the wheels went beside them. And when the cherubim
lifted up their wings to mount up from the earth, the wheels
did not turn from beside them. 2 ... 1°And the cherubim lifted
up their wings and mounted up from the earth before my eyes
as they went out, with the wheels beside them.

Dan 9:21 ... while I was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel,
whom I had seen in the vision at the first, came to me in swift
flight at the time of the evening sacrifice. £

(I

Rev 14:6 Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead,
with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on
earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. £

Ps 18:10 Herode on a cherub and flew; he came swiftly on the
wings of the wind. 2

This appears to speak poetically of God. The references to a
cherub and to flying point to the fact that angels can fly.

% The gold cherubim with wings on the atonement cover
of the ark of the covenant:

Ex 25:20 The cherubim shall spread out their wings above,
overshadowing the mercy seat with their wings, their faces
one to another; toward the mercy seat shall the faces of the
cherubim be. §
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Angels are very powerful

See also:

= 5. Angels, Satan and Demons [means of God's judicial
retribution], p. 441

Ps 103:20 Bless the LORD, O you his angels, you mighty ones
who do his word, obeying the voice of his word! E

Matt 28:2 And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an
angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled
back the stone and sat on it.

The linking of the earthquake with the angel’s appearance
and the angel rolling back the enormous stone both point to
the angel’s great power.

2Thes 1:7 ...and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as
well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven
with his mighty angels ... E

2Pet 2:10b-11 Bold and willful, they do not tremble as they
blaspheme the glorious ones, 'whereas angels, though
greater in might and power, do not pronounce a
blasphemous judgment against them before the Lord. 2

Rev 7:1 After this I saw four angels standing at the four
corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth,
that no wind might blow on earth or sea or against any tree.

Rev 10:1-3 Then I saw another mighty angel coming down
from heaven, wrapped in a cloud, with a rainbow over his
head, and his face was like the sun, and his legs like pillars of
fire. ZHe had a little scroll open in his hand. And he set his
right foot on the sea, and his left foot on the land, 3and called
out with a loud voice, like a lion roaring. When he called out,
the seven thunders sounded. £
Verse 3 reflects the “mighty”, awesome nature of this angel
(v. 1). His “loud voice, like a lion roaring” (v. 3a) is indicative
of his might, as is the resulting awesome revelation (v. 3; cf.
v. 4).

Rev 12:7-9 Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels
fighting against the dragon. And the dragon and his angels
fought back, 8but he was defeated, and there was no longer
any place for them in heaven. °And the great dragon was
thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil
and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown
down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.

The great power of God's angels is shown here by them
overcoming and ejecting Satan and his angels.

Rev 18:1 After this | saw another angel coming down from
heaven, having great authority, and the earth was made
bright with his glory.

Rev 18:21 Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great
millstone and threw it into the sea, saying, “So will Babylon
the great city be thrown down with violence, and will be
found no more; ... 2

Rev 20:1-3a Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven,
holding in his hand the key to the bottomless pite¢ and a great
chain. 2And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is
the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, 3and
threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so
that he might not deceive the nations any longer, until the
thousand years were ended. &

€ Greek the abyss; also verse 3

The extraordinary might of this angel is shown by the angel

seizing, binding and imprisoning Satan. Note that the

bottomless pit (vv. 1, 3) is portrayed elsewhere as a prison or
abode for demons.

2Chr 32:21a And the LORD sent an angel, who cut off all the
mighty warriors and commanders and officers in the camp of
the king of Assyria. So he returned with shame of face to his
own land. E

Angels have great wisdom and knowledge - but
their knowledge is limited

2Sam 14:17, 20 And your servant thought, “The word of my
lord the king will set me at rest,” for my lord the king is like
the angel of God to discern good and evil. The LORD your God
be with you!” E ... 2°In order to change the course of things
your servant Joab did this. But my lord has wisdom like the
wisdom of the angel of God to know all things that are on the
earth. 2

In addressing King David, a woman refers to the great

wisdom and knowledge of angels.

Mark 13:32 But concerning that day or that hour, no one

knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only

the Father. E
Although angels have great wisdom and knowledge, this and
the following verses show that angels do not know
everything.
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Eph 3:10 ... so that through the church the manifold wisdom
of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities
in the heavenly places. 2
The “rulers and authorities in the heavenly places” (v. 10) may
be referring primarily to angels (cf. GNT) or at least inclusive
of them.

1Pet 1:12 It was revealed to them that they were serving not
themselves but you, in the things that have now been
announced to you through those who preached the good
news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into
which angels long to look. £

This suggests that there are certain matters related to the

gospel that angels are still to learn or learn more about (cf.
CEV, GNT).

Angels can communicate and interact with others

See also:

= Rev22:8-9 ¢
» Angels worship God and Jesus Christ, p. 169
= Angels give God's people messages, such as instructions, p. 175

» Angels also give messages about future events, p. 176

1Ki 19:5-7 And he lay down and slept under a broom tree.
And behold, an angel touched him and said to him, “Arise and
eat.”°And he looked, and behold, there was at his head a cake
baked on hot stones and a jar of water. And he ate and drank
and lay down again. And the angel of the LORD came again a
second time and touched him and said, “Arise and eat, for the
Jjourney is too great for you.”

Isa 6:2-3 Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings:
with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his
feet, and with two he flew. 34nd one called to another and
said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is
full of his glory!”f £

f Or may his glory fill the whole earth

Dan 10:9-10, 18-19 Then I heard the sound of his words, and
as I heard the sound of his words, 1 fell on my face in deep
sleep with my face to the ground. °And behold, a hand
touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees. E
... 184gain one having the appearance of a man touched me
and strengthened me. 1°And he said, “O man greatly loved, fear
not, peace be with you; be strong and of good courage.” And
as he spoke to me, I was strengthened and said, “Let my lord
speak, for you have strengthened me.” 2

A

Luke 1:11-13, 18-20 And there appeared to him an angel of the
Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 2And
Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon
him. 13But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah,
for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will
bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. £ ... 18And
Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall [ know this? For  am
an old man, and my wife is advanced in years.” 1°And the
angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of
God, and I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good
news. 2°And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until
the day that these things take place, because you did not
believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time.” &

The angel Gabriel's ability to interact is shown not only in him

speaking the message but by his responses to Zechariah,

responding to Zechariah's fear (vv. 12-13a) and to his
disbelief (vv. 18-20).

Heb 13:2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for
thereby some have entertained angels unawares. £

That angels can be mistaken for people, suggests that they
can communicate and interact as people do.

Rev 19:9-10 And the angel saide to me, “Write this: Blessed are
those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.”
And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.” 1°Then I
fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me, “You
must not do that! I am a fellow servant® with you and your
brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God.” For
the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. E

g Greek he said

h Greek fellow bondservant

Angels have a will and emotions — notably joy

Note that along with such things as their ability to
communicate and interact, the fact that angels have a will
and emotions suggests that they are personal beings.

1Pet 1:12 It was revealed to them that they were serving not
themselves but you, in the things that have now been
announced to you through those who preached the good
news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into
which angels long to look. £

This and the following passage clearly illustrate that angels
have a will — along with a mind and the ability to reason.

Rev 22:8-9 1, John, am the one who heard and saw these
things. And when I heard and saw them, I fell down to
worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me, °but
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he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servanti
with you and your brothers the prophets, and with those who
keep the words of this book. Worship God.” &

I Greek fellow bondservant

Job 38:6-7 On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its
cornerstone, “7when the morning stars sang together and all
the sons of God shouted for joy?

The “sons of God" are angels (cf. CEV, NCV, NIV, NLT).

Heb 12:22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city
of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to
innumerable angels in festal gathering, ... 2

The term "festal gathering” is indicative of joy.

Luke 15:10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of
God over one sinner who repents. 2

The rejoicing appears to be done at least in part by the angels
(cf. AMP, CEV, GNT).

Angels are holy - but not perfect

Mark 8:38 For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words
in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son
of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his
Father with the holy angels. E

Rev 14:10b ... he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the
presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.

Ps 89:5-7 Letthe heavens praise your wonders, O LORD, your
faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones! ¢For who in the
skies can be compared to the LorRD? Who among the
heavenly beingsi is like the LORD, 7a God greatly to be feared
in the council of the holy ones, and awesome above all who
are around him?

I Hebrew the sons of God, or the sons of might

The term "holy ones” (w. 5, 7) appears to refer to angelic
beings — “the heavenly beings” (v. 6) —who are therefore holy.
The same applies to "holy one” in Daniel 4:13 immediately
below.

Dan 4:13 Isaw in the visions of my head as I lay in bed, and
behold, a watcher, a holy one, came down from heaven. E

Rev 19:14 And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen,
white and pure, were following him on white horses. £

The "armies of heaven” may well be angelic hosts. If so, being
dressed "“in fine linen, white and pure” would be symbolic of

A

them being holy or righteous. However, some commentators
consider that they may be believers, or at least be inclusive
of believers. This view is partly due to believers earlier having
been given to wear: “fine linen, bright and pure” (v. 8)

Job 4:18 Even in his servants he puts no trust, and his angels
he charges with error; ... E

This and 15:15 below indicate that angels are not perfect.

Job 15:15 Behold, Godk puts no trust in his holy ones, and the
heavens are not pure in his sight; ...

k Hebrew he

Further attributes of angels

Luke 20:36 ... for they cannot die anymore, because they are
equal to angels and are sons of God, being sons! of the

resurrection. £

I Greek huioi; see Preface

This indicates that angels are immortal.

Heb 1:14 Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve
for the sake of those who are to inherit salvation?

Angels are spiritual beings.

2Pet 2:10b-11 Bold and willful, they do not tremble as they
blaspheme the glorious ones, 'whereas angels, though
greater in might and power, do not pronounce a blasphemous
judgment against them before the Lord. E

This and Jude 9 immediately below illustrate that angels are

respectful, even meek — not bold and arrogant like the false
teachers being spoken of (v. 10b).

Jude 1:9 But when the archangel Michael, contending with
the devil, was disputing about the body of Moses, he did not
presume to pronounce a blasphemous judgment, but said,
“The Lord rebuke you.” E

Note that possibly one reason as to why Michael refrained

from bringing a slanderous accusation against Satan is that
to do so would be to follow Satan’s own ways as the accuser.

Pray for persecuted Christians
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b) Angels and God

Subsections

= Angels are with God, surrounding him and even standing in
his presence

= Angels worship God and Jesus Christ

= Angels serve God . ..

= ... Angels carry out judgments of God
= Angels serve Jesus Christ

= Note: "The angel of the Lorp” is identified with God

Angels are with God, surrounding him and even
standing in his presence

See also:

= Rev 7:11 &

1Ki 22:19 And Micaiah said, “Therefore hear the word of the
LORD: I saw the LORD sitting on his throne, and all the host of
heaven standing beside him on his right hand and on his left; ...

Ps 89:7 ...a God greatly to be feared in the council of the holy
ones, and awesome above all who are around him? £

Rev 5:11 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and
the living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels,
numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of
thousands, ...

2Pet 2:11 ... whereas angels, though greater in might and
power, do not pronounce a blasphemous judgment against
them before the Lord. £

This is not necessarily indicating that angels are generally in

the Lord’s presence, but at the very least it implies that they
can enter into it.

Matt 18:10 See that you do not despise one of these little
ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see the
face of my Father who is in heaven.™ g
mSome manuscripts add verse 11: For the Son of Man came
to save the lost
In saying that angels "always see the face of” God, Jesus
indicates that angels are always in the presence of God (cf.
AMP, GNT, NLT) and likewise that they are always with God
(cf. CEV, NCV).

Luke 1:19 And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand

in the presence of God, and | was sent to speak to you and to

bring you this good news. &
Bear in mind that this is not actually saying that all angels
stand in the presence of God. Revelation 8:2 below speaks of
only seven angels doing so. However, the fact that angels
surround God (as indicated in the earlier verses in this
subsection) suggests that they are at least close to what may
be termed as his "presence”.

Rev 8:2 Then I saw the seven angels who stand before God,
and seven trumpets were given to them.

Angels worship God and Jesus Christ

See also:

= Ps 103:20-21 &; Rev 22:8-9 §

Neh 9:6 ™ “You are the LORD, you alone. You have made
heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth
and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them; and you
preserve all of them; and the host of heaven worships you. E

n Septuagint adds And Ezra said
Ps 148:2 Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his hosts! £

Isa 6:2-3 Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings:
with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his
feet, and with two he flew. 34nd one called to another and
said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is
full of his glory!™ =

° Or may his glory fill the whole earth

(I

Luke 2:13-14 And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,
4“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among
those with whom he is pleased!”p

P Some manuscripts peace, good will among men

Rev 4:8-9 And the four living creatures, each of them with
six wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and day and
night they never cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God
Almighty, who was and is and is to come!” °And whenever the
living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him who
is seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, ... £

The “four living creatures” appear to be angelic beings — and

arguably can be identified with the seraphim of Isaiah 6:2-3
above.
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Rev 7:11-12 And all the angels were standing around the
throne and around the elders and the four living creatures,
and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped
God, %saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and
thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God
forever and ever! Amen.” E

Heb 1:6 And again, when he brings the firstborn into the
world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.” 2

Rev 5:11-14 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne
and the living creatures and the elders the voice of many
angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of
thousands, 2saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb
who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and
might and honor and glory and blessing!” 3And I heard every
creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in
the sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To him who sits on the
throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and
might forever and ever!” 1*And the four living creatures said,
“Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped. 2

Angels serve God . ..

See also:

= ¢) Angels and God's People, p. 173
» Angels [means of God's judicial retribution], p. 441

Ps 103:20-21 Bless the LoRrD, O you his angels, you mighty
ones who do his word, obeying the voice of his word! ?1Bless
the LORD, all his hosts, his ministers, who do his will!

(i

Heb 1:7 Ofthe angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and
his ministers a flame of fire.”
Here "ministers” is used of angels (cf. Ps 103:21 1). The
meaning of the quotation may be that God makes his angels
“swift as the wind” (NLT) and potent like fire (cf. NCV). Some
understand it to literally mean that God changes his angels
into winds and flames of fire to carry out various tasks.

Josh 5:13-15 When Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted up his
eyes and looked, and behold, a man was standing before him
with his drawn sword in his hand. And Joshua went to him
and said to him, “Are you for us, or for our adversaries?”
14And he said, “No; but I am the commander of the army of
the LorD. Now I have come.” And Joshua fell on his face to the
earth and worshiped and said to him, “What does my lord
say to his servant?” 15And the commander of the LORD’s army

said to Joshua, “Take off your sandals from your feet, for the

place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.
Possibly Joshua experienced here an encounter with God,
although the “man” may have simply been an angel. Either
way, the LORD'S army (vv. 14, 15) is presumably an army of
angelic beings, ultimately at God's command to serve him.

Job 25:3a Is there any number to his armies?

This most likely is speaking of God's “angels who serve him”
(GNT).

Dan 7:10 A stream of fire issued and came out from before
him; a thousand thousands served him, and ten thousand
times ten thousand stood before him; the court sat in
judgment, and the books were opened. E

The "thousands” are probably angels (cf. NCV, NLT) who wait
upon God to serve him.

Matt 6:10 Your kingdom come, your will be done,% on earth
as it is in heaven. E
4 Or Let your kingdom come, let your will be done

This may well be a reference to — or at least encompasses —
God'’s will being done in heaven by angels, in service to God.

Rev 22:8-9 |, John, am the one who heard and saw these
things. And when I heard and saw them, I fell down to
worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me, °but
he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant*
with you and your brothers the prophets, and with those
who keep the words of this book. Worship God.” E

r Greek fellow bondservant

. . . Angels carry out judgments of God

See also:

= Matt 13:40-42 &

» a) Prologue: Judgments Preceding Jesus Christ’s Return,
p. 692

Carrying out judgments of God is a prominent role of angels
in their service of God.

1Chr 21:15-16 And God sent the angel to Jerusalem to destroy
it, but as he was about to destroy it, the LORD saw, and he
relented from the calamity. And he said to the angel who was
working destruction, “It is enough; now stay your hand.” And
the angel of the LORD was standing by the threshing floor of
Ornan the Jebusite. 1°And David lifted his eyes and saw the
angel of the LORD standing between earth and heaven, and in
his hand a drawn sword stretched out over Jerusalem. Then
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David and the elders, clothed in sackcloth, fell upon their
faces. £

Ps 78:49 He let loose on them his burning anger, wrath,
indignation, and distress, a company of destroying angels. E

This is referring to the last of the ten Egyptians plagues — the
death of every firstborn male — as having been carried out by
angels.

Zec 6:1-8 Again I lifted my eyes and saw, and behold, four
chariots came out from between two mountains. And the
mountains were mountains of bronze. 2The first chariot had
red horses, the second black horses, 3the third white horses,
and the fourth chariot dappled horses—all of them strong.s
4Then I answered and said to the angel who talked with me,
“What are these, my lord?” SAnd the angel answered and said
to me, “These are going out to the four winds of heaven, after
presenting themselves before the LORD of all the earth. The
chariot with the black horses goes toward the north country,
the white ones go after them, and the dappled ones go toward
the south country.” "When the strong horses came out, they
were impatient to go and patrol the earth. And he said, “Go,
patrol the earth.” So they patrolled the earth. 8Then he cried
to me, “Behold, those who go toward the north country have
set my Spirit at rest in the north country.”

s Or and the fourth chariot strong dappled horses

The “chariots” are angelic “spirits” (v. 5) sent “throughout the
earth” (v. 7) — by the angel speaking in the vision - to carry
out God’s judgment. Verse 8 suggests that their works of
judgment in the north appeased God's wrath (cf. GNT, NASB,
NLT).

1Cor 10:10 ... nor grumble, as some of them did and were
destroyed by the Destroyer. 2

The "Destroyer” speaks of a “destroying angel” (CEV, NIV).

Acts 12:23 Immediately an angel of the Lord struck him
down, because he did not give God the glory, and he was
eaten by worms and breathed his last. E

Rev 8:5 Then the angel took the censer and filled it with fire
from the altar and threw it on the earth, and there were peals
of thunder, rumblings flashes of lightning, and an
earthquake.

t Or voices, or sounds

Note that judgments spoken of in Revelation (cf. Rev 14:19-
20 {; Rev 15:5-16:4 1) are generally from apocalyptic visions.
Much of these visions is symbolic.

Rev 14:19-20 So the angel swung his sickle across the earth
and gathered the grape harvest of the earth and threw it into
the great winepress of the wrath of God. ?°And the winepress
was trodden outside the city, and blood flowed from the
winepress, as high as a horse’s bridle, for 1,600 stadia.*

u About 184 miles; a stadion was about 607 feet or 185

meters
For comment, see the comment on Rev 14:18-20 — under
Horrific consequences . . ., p. 450.

Rev 15:5-8; 16:1-4 After this I looked, and the sanctuary of
the tent' of witness in heaven was opened, ¢and out of the
sanctuary came the seven angels with the seven plagues,
clothed in pure, bright linen, with golden sashes around
their chests. 7And one of the four living creatures gave to the
seven angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God who
lives forever and ever, %and the sanctuary was filled with
smoke from the glory of God and from his power, and no one
could enter the sanctuary until the seven plagues of the seven
angels were finished. E . ®'Then I heard a loud voice from
the temple telling the seven angels, “Go and pour out on the
earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God.” 2So the first angel
went and poured out his bowl on the earth, and harmful and
painful sores came upon the people who bore the mark of the
beast and worshiped its image. 3The second angel poured out
his bowl into the sea, and it became like the blood of a corpse,
and every living thing died that was in the sea. *The third
angel poured out his bowl into the rivers and the springs of
water, and they became blood. £

v Or tabernacle

The “loud voice from the temple” (16:1) is presumably that of

God, giving directions to angels. Further examples of angels

carrying out God's judgments are contained in the

subsequent verses and elsewhere in Revelation (cf.

a) Prologue: Judgments Preceding Jesus Christ’'s Return,
p. 692).

Angels serve Jesus Christ

See also:

= Jesus Christ will return with his angels, p. 701

Matt 4:11 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came
and were ministering to him. 2

Matt 13:40-42 Just as the weeds are gathered and burned
with fire, so will it be at the close of the age. 41 The Son of Man
will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom
all causes of sin and all law-breakers, “*and throw them into
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the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. £

Matt 26:50b-54 Then they came up and laid hands on Jesus
and seized him. 51And behold, one of those who were with
Jesus stretched out his hand and drew his sword and struck
the servant¥ of the high priest and cut off his ear. 52Then
Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place. For all
who take the sword will perish by the sword. >3Do you think
that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me
more than twelve legions of angels? 5*But how then should
the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so?” 2

w Greek bondservant

Rev 1:1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him
to show to his servants* the things that must soon take place.
He made it known by sending his angel to his servant¥ John, ...

X Greek bondservants
Y Greek bondservant

% An angel strengthened Jesus in Gethsemane:

Luke 22:41-43 And he withdrew from them about a stone’s
throw, and knelt down and prayed, 4?.saying, “Father, if you
are willing, remove this cup from me. Nevertheless, not my
will, but yours, be done.” 4*And there appeared to him an
angel from heaven, strengthening him. g

Note: “The angel of the LorD” is identified with God

See also:
= Ps 347 §

Note that the apparent identification of “the angel of the
LorD" with God in such passages as the following ones, has
led a number of commentators to believe that this angel is
the pre-incarnate Jesus Christ. See also the comment below
on Exodus 23:20-22. However, this identification with God
may simply be due to the angel in question speaking or
acting on behalf of God - as per the comment below on
Exodus 3:2-6.

Gen 16:9-10, 13 The angel of the LORD said to her, “Return to
your mistress and submit to her.” 1°The angel of the LORD also
said to her, “I will surely multiply your offspring so that they
cannot be numbered for multitude.” g ... 13So she called the
name of the LORD who spoke to her, “You are a God of seeing,””
for she said, “Truly here I have seen him who looks after me.”

2 Or You are a God who sees me

G

a Hebrew Have I really seen him here who sees me? or
Would I have looked here for the one who sees me?
Here the angel of the LORD (v. 9) is identified with God by:
speaking as if he was God — "I will surely multiply your
offspring” (v. 10); being referred to as “the LORD who spoke
to her” (v. 13a); and Hagar referring to him as "God"” and by
saying that she had seen God (v. 13b). Note however that
there is uncertainty about the Hebrew text of v. 13b.

Ex 3:2-6 And the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame
of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the
bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. 3And Moses said,
“I will turn aside to see this great sight, why the bush is not
burned.” *#When the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God
called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said,
“Here I am.” 5Then he said, “Do not come near; take your
sandals off your feet, for the place on which you are standing
is holy ground.” ¢And he said, “I am the God of your father, the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And
Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.

Note that in Acts 7:35 Stephen interprets this incident as God

speaking to Moses “through the angel who appeared to him
in the bush.”

Judg 6:22-23 Then Gideon perceived that he was the angel of

the Lorp. And Gideon said, “Alas, O Lord Gob! For now I have

seen the angel of the LORD face to face.” 23But the LORD said to

him, “Peace be to you. Do not fear; you shall not die.” &
Those who saw God often expected to die (cf. Judg 13:22 {).
Here the angel of the LORD is identified with God by Gideon
calling him “Lord Gob" and expecting to die for apparently
having seen God.

Judg 13:16-22 And the angel of the LORD said to Manoah, “If
you detain me, [ will not eat of your food. But if you prepare
a burnt offering, then offer it to the LorD.” (For Manoah did
not know that he was the angel of the LoRD.) 7’And Manoah
said to the angel of the LORD, “What is your name, so that,
when your words come true, we may honor you?” 8And the
angel of the LORD said to him, “Why do you ask my name,
seeing it is wonderful?”1°So Manoah took the young goat with
the grain offering, and offered it on the rock to the LoRD, to
the one who worksP wonders, and Manoah and his wife were
watching. 20And when the flame went up toward heaven
from the altar, the angel of the LORD went up in the flame of
the altar. Now Manoah and his wife were watching, and they
fell on their faces to the ground. 2'The angel of the LORD
appeared no more to Manoah and to his wife. Then Manoah
knew that he was the angel of the LORD. 22And Manoah said to
his wife, “We shall surely die, for we have seen God.” E

b Septuagint, Vulgate; Hebrew Lorp, and working
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The angel of the LORD'S description of his name as being
"wonderful” (v. 18) arguably alludes to deity. Verse 20a may
also be correlating the angel of the LORD with the LORD.
Manoah, Samson’s father, certainly in a sense at least
equated the angel of LORD with God (v. 22).

Zec 3:1-4 Then he showed me Joshua the high priest
standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan¢ standing at
his right hand to accuse him. 2And the LORD said to Satan, “The
LoRD rebuke you, O Satan! The LORD who has chosen Jerusalem
rebuke you! Is not this a brandd plucked from the fire?” 3Now
Joshua was standing before the angel, clothed with filthy
garments. *And the angel said to those who were standing
before him, “Remove the filthy garments from him.” And to
him he said, “Behold, I have taken your iniquity away from
you, and I will clothe you with pure vestments.” £

¢ Satan means the accuser

d That is, a burning stick

The "angel of the LORD" is identified with God in that he

appears to speak as God (vv. 1-2) and he cleanses and takes

away sin (v.4; cf. v.9). Later in vv. 6-10 he may also be

speaking as God.

Zec 12:8 On that day the LorD will protect the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, so that the feeblest among them on that day shall
be like David, and the house of David shall be like God, like
the angel of the LORD, going before them.

% The angel who accompanied the Israelites on the desert
journey:
Ex 23:20-22 Behold, I send an angel before you to guard you
on the way and to bring you to the place that I have prepared.
21Pay careful attention to him and obey his voice; do not rebel
against him, for he will not pardon your transgression, for my
name is in him. 22“But if you carefully obey his voice and do all
that I say, then I will be an enemy to your enemies and an
adversary to your adversaries. £
This angel is not actually referred to as “the angel of the
LORD", but can plausibly be identified as such. Many
commentators identify this angel with the pre-incarnate
Jesus Christ or even God himself due to: the implication that
the angel is able to forgive (v. 21); the assertion that “my
name is in him” (v. 21); and the correlation with what the
angel says and what God says (v. 22a).

Pray for persecuted Christians

c) Angels and God's People

Subsections

= Angels help and care for God's people

= Examples of angels, sent by God, saving God's people

= Angels give God's people messages, such as instructions
= Angels also give messages about future events

= Note: Angels played a role in the introduction of the Mosaic
Law

Angels help and care for God's people
See also:

= Ex 23:20-22 ©

Heb 1:14 Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve
for the sake of those who are to inherit salvation? E

Gen 24:40 But he said to me, “The LORD, before whom I have
walked, will send his angel with you and prosper your way.
You shall take a wife for my son from my clan and from my
father’s house. g

1Ki 19:5-7 And he lay down and slept under a broom tree.
And behold, an angel touched him and said to him, “Arise and
eat.” °*And he looked, and behold, there was at his head a cake
baked on hot stones and a jar of water. And he ate and drank
and lay down again. ’And the angel of the LORD came again a
second time and touched him and said, “Arise and eat, for the
journey is too great for you.” E

Ps 34:7 The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear
him, and delivers them. g

Ps 91:11-12 For he will command his angels concerning you to
guard you in all your ways. 20n their hands they will bear you
up, lest you strike your foot against a stone. £

Verse 12 figuratively depicts the work of angels in protecting
God's people.

Dan 10:18-19 Again one having the appearance of a man
touched me and strengthened me. °And he said, “O man
greatly loved, fear not, peace be with you; be strong and of
good courage.” And as he spoke to me,  was strengthened and
said, “Let my lord speak, for you have strengthened me.” E
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Matt 18:10 See that you do not despise one of these little
ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see the
face of my Father who is in heaven.c g
¢ Some manuscripts add verse 11: For the Son of Man came
to save the lost
The reference to “their angels” who "always see the face of
my Father who is in heaven” supports the concept of there
being "guardian angels” who care for and in some sense
represent individuals in God's presence (although not all
commentators would interpret this verse as such). Note that
“little ones” probably refers to those who are like a child in a
spiritual sense, either a new or young believer — or any
humble believer. Some however think that the term may
simply denote little children.

Job 33:23-25 Ifthere be for him an angel, a mediator, one of
the thousand, to declare to man what is right for him, 2*and he
is merciful to him, and says, ‘Deliver him from going down into
the pit; I have found a ransom; 25let his flesh become fresh
with youth; let him return to the days of his youthful
vigor’; ... 2

Elihu puts forward the concept of angels having an advocacy

role on behalf of people — not dissimilar to that now fulfilled
by Jesus Christ — and also giving guidance (v. 23b).

Rev 1:20 As for the mystery of the seven stars that you saw
in my right hand, and the seven golden lampstands, the
seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the
seven lampstands are the seven churches. E

This and the references to these angels in the subsequent
chapters (cf. 2:1, 8, 12, 18; 3:1, 7, 14) suggest that churches
have angels who represent them and have responsibility for
them. However other common views of the meaning here of
“angels” are: the term designates human ministers or
messengers (cf. CEV text note); and these “angels” are
personifications of the seven churches.

Examples of angels, sent by God, saving God's people

Num 20:16a And when we cried to the LORD, he heard our
voice and sent an angel and brought us out of Egypt. 2

2Ki 6:15-17 When the servant of the man of God rose early
in the morning and went out, behold, an army with horses
and chariots was all around the city. And the servant said,
“Alas, my master! What shall we do?” 1°He said, “Do not be
afraid, for those who are with us are more than those who
are with them.” "Then Elisha prayed and said, “O LoRD,
please open his eyes that he may see.” So the LORD opened
the eyes of the young man, and he saw, and behold, the

A

mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around
Elisha. 2
Verse 17 tells of Elisha's servant being enabled to see the

surrounding heavenly forces protecting them. The “horses
and chariots of fire” presumably depict angelic forces.

2Chr 32:20-21a Then Hezekiah the king and Isaiah the
prophet, the son of Amoz, prayed because of this and cried
to heaven. 21And the LoRD sent an angel, who cut off all the
mighty warriors and commanders and officers in the camp of
the king of Assyria. So he returned with shame of face to his
own land. E

Isa 63:9 In all their affliction he was afflicted,f and the angel
of his presence saved them; in his love and in his pity he
redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them all the
days of old. E

f Or he did not afflict

Note that a number of commentators identify “the angel of
his presence” with “the angel of the LORD".

Dan 3:24-25, 28 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was
astonished and rose up in haste. He declared to his
counselors, “Did we not cast three men bound into the fire?”
They answered and said to the king, “True, O king.” 2°He
answered and said, “But I see four men unbound, walking in
the midst of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the appearance
of the fourth is like a son of the gods.” |5 ... 28Nebuchadnezzar
answered and said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his
servants, who trusted in him, and set aside# the king’s
command, and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and
worship any god except their own God. E

8 Aramaic and changed

The fourth figure (vv. 24-25) may have simply been an angel
(v. 28), but some scholars think that it was a Christophany, a
manifestation of Christ, possibly as “the angel of the LORD".

Dan 6:22 My God sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths,
and they have not harmed me, because | was found blameless
before him; and also before you, O king, | have done no harm.

Acts 5:18-19 ...they arrested the apostles and put them in
the public prison. °But during the night an angel of the Lord
opened the prison doors and brought them out, and said, ...

Acts 12:6-11 Now when Herod was about to bring him out,
on that very night, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers,
bound with two chains, and sentries before the door were
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guarding the prison. 7And behold, an angel of the Lord stood
next to him, and a light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on
the side and woke him, saying, “Get up quickly.” And the chains
fell off his hands. 8And the angel said to him, “Dress yourself
and put on your sandals.” And he did so. And he said to him,
“Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.” °And he went
out and followed him. He did not know that what was being
done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a
vision. 1°When they had passed the first and the second
guard, they came to the iron gate leading into the city. It
opened for them of its own accord, and they went out and
went along one street, and immediately the angel left him.
1When Peter came to himself, he said, “Now I am sure that the
Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod
and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.” 2

Angels give God’'s people messages, such as
instructions

See also:
= Gen 16:11 &; Luke 1:19 &; Luke 1:31 &

The Hebrew and Greek words for “angel” carry the meaning
"messenger” (cf. Dan 4:13, 17 J).

Gen 16:9 The angel of the LORD said to her, “Return to your
mistress and submit to her.”

Judg 13:3-5 And the angel of the LORD appeared to the
woman and said to her, “Behold, you are barren and have not
borne children, but you shall conceive and bear a son.
4Therefore be careful and drink no wine or strong drink, and
eat nothing unclean, Sfor behold, you shall conceive and bear
a son. No razor shall come upon his head, for the child shall be
a Nazirite to God from the womb, and he shall begin to save
Israel from the hand of the Philistines.” 5

Matt 1:20-21 But as he considered these things, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph,
son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that
which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 2'She will
bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save
his people from their sins.” 2

Matt 2:13, 19-20 Now when they had departed, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said,
“Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and
remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for
the child, to destroy him.” E ... ®But when Herod died,
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in

A

Egypt, *°saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to
the land of Israel, for those who sought the child’s life are
dead.” E

Matt 28:5-7 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be
afraid, for | know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. ®He
is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place
where heh lay. "Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he
has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to
Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” E

h Some manuscripts the Lord

Acts 7:35 This Moses, whom they rejected, saying, ‘Who
made you a ruler and a judge? —this man God sent as both
ruler and redeemer by the hand of the angel who appeared to
him in the bush. 2

Acts 8:26a Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and
go toward the southi to the road that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.” 2

I Or go at about noon

Acts 10:3-6 About the ninth hour of the dayi he saw clearly
in a vision an angel of God come in and say to him,
“Cornelius.” 4And he stared at him in terror and said, “What
isit, Lord?” And he said to him, “Your prayers and your alms
have ascended as a memorial before God. 5And now send men
to Joppa and bring one Simon who is called Peter. ®He is
lodging with one Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the sea.”

j Thatis, 3 P.M.

% An angel with the gospel to proclaim to all:

Rev 14:6-7 Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead,
with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on
earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people.
7And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory,
because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him
who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.”

Note that "angel” — meaning “messenger” — is possibly
symbolically speaking of believers, who are to proclaim the
gospel to every nation. The "hour of his judgment” (v.7)
presumably does not refer to the final judgment — with other
judgments still to come in the following chapters — although
it may be inclusive of it.
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Angels also give messages about future events

See also:

» Judg 13:3-5 ©; Matt 1:20-21 ©; Matt 2:13 ©; Matt 28:7 1;
Rev 14:6-7 &

As indicated by the above cross references, note that a
number of the passages in the previous subsection also
contain examples of angels giving messages about future
events. Note also that a number of the examples below
contain extracts of messages and so not the complete
messages.

Gen 16:10-12 The angel of the LORD also said to her [Hagar], ‘T
will surely multiply your offspring so that they cannot be
numbered for multitude.” 1'And the angel of the LORD said to
her, “Behold, you are pregnant and shall bear a son. You shall
call his name Ishmael ¥ because the LoRD has listened to your
affliction. 2He shall be a wild donkey of a man, his hand
against everyone and everyone’s hand against him, and he
shall dwell over against all his kinsmen.” E

k [shmael means God hears

Dan 4:13, 15b-16 I saw in the visions of my head as I lay in
bed, and behold, a watcher, a holy one, came down from
heaven. g ... 15 ...[The angel, speaking of Nebuchadnezzar:]
Let him be wet with the dew of heaven. Let his portion be with
the beasts in the grass of the earth. 16Let his mind be changed
from a man’s, and let a beast’s mind be given to him; and let
seven periods of time pass over him. £

Dan 8:16-17, 19 And I heard a man’s voice between the banks
of the Ulai [Canal], and it called, “Gabriel, make this man
understand the vision.” 17So he came near where I stood. And
when he came, [ was frightened and fell on my face. But he
said to me, “Understand, O son of man, that the vision is for the
time of theend.” § ... 1"He said, “Behold, I will make known to
you what shall be at the latter end of the indignation, for it
refers to the appointed time of the end.

Dan 9:22-25a He [Gabriel] made me understand, speaking
with me and saying, “O Daniel, I have now come out to give you
insight and understanding. 23At the beginning of your pleas
for mercy a word went out, and I have come to tell it to you,
for you are greatly loved. Therefore consider the word and
understand the vision. 2*“Seventy weeks! are decreed about
your people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to
put an end to sin, and to atone for iniquity, to bring in
everlasting righteousness, to seal both vision and prophet, and
to anoint a most holy place™ 25Know therefore and
understand that from the going out of the word to restore and

A

build Jerusalem to the coming of an anointed one, a prince,
there shall be seven weeks. E

I Or sevens; also twice in verse 25 and once in verse 26
mQr thing, or one

Dan 10:13b-14 [An angel] I was left there with the kings of
Persia, *and came to make you understand what is to happen
to your people in the latter days. For the vision is for days yet
to come. E

Zec 1:14-17 So the angel who talked with me said to me, ‘Cry
out, Thus says the LORD of hosts: I am exceedingly jealous for
Jerusalem and for Zion. >And I am exceedingly angry with
the nations that are at ease; for while I was angry but a little,
they furthered the disaster. 1°Therefore, thus says the LORD, |
have returned to Jerusalem with mercy; my house shall be
built in it, declares the LORD of hosts, and the measuring line
shall be stretched out over Jerusalem. 7Cry out again, Thus
says the LORD of hosts: My cities shall again overflow with
prosperity, and the LORD will again comfort Zion and again
choose Jerusalem.” 2

Throughout Zechariah's visions in ch. 1-6 an angel speaks

with Zechariah, revealing and explaining things to him,

including future matters.

Luke 1:19 And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand

in the presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and to

bring you this good news. g
The angel Gabriel (cf. Luke 1:26-33 1) is speaking to
Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist, after having
informed him of John's forthcoming birth and role (cf. vv. 13-
17). Note that the subsequent chapter records the
appearance of the angel to the shepherds informing them of
Jesus Christ’s birth (2:8-15).

Luke 1:26-33 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent
from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, ?’to a virgin
betrothed® to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her
and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!”°
29But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to
discern what sort of greeting this might be. 3°And the angel
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor
with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and
bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord
God will give to him the throne of his father David, *3and he
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.” g

" That is, legally pledged to be married
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© Some manuscripts add Blessed are you among women!

Acts 1:10-11 And while they were gazing into heaven as he
went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 'and
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven?
This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come
in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” g

Acts 27:23-24 For this very night there stood before me an
angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I worship, **and
he said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before Caesar.
And behold, God has granted you all those who sail with you.’

Rev 22:6,16 And he said to me, “These words are
trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits of
the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what
must soon take place.” E ... 1%"], Jesus, have sent my angel to
testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the root
and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” &
Similarly 1:1 says: “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God
gave him to show to his servants the things that must soon
take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his
servant John,,..." Additionally, elsewhere in Revelation John

tells of angels showing and explaining to him things of the
future (cf. 17:1, 7; 21:9-10).

% The angel’s message of Jesus Christ’s birth:

Luke 2:8-12 And in the same region there were shepherds
out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. °And
the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good
news of great joy that will be for all the people. 'For unto you
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord. ?And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”

Note: Angels played a role in the introduction of the
Mosaic Law

The Mosaic Law (i.e. the law given through Moses, to Israel)
was put into effect through angels (cf. Acts 7:53 {; Gal
3:19 1). This subsection’s content suggests that God gave the
law through angels to the mediator Moses to pass on to the
people.

Acts 7:37-38 This is the Moses who said to the Israelites,
‘God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your
brothers.” 38This is the one who was in the congregation in
the wilderness with the angel who spoke to him at Mount

Sinai, and with our fathers. He received living oracles to give
tous. E

The term “living oracles” is a reference to the Mosaic Law (cf.
v.531).

Acts 7:53 ... you who received the law as delivered by angels
and did not keep it. E

Gal 3:19 Why then the law? It was added because of
transgressions, until the offspring should come to whom the
promise had been made, and it was put in place through
angels by an intermediary. £

Heb 2:2 For since the message declared by angels proved to
be reliable, and every transgression or disobedience received
a just retribution, ... E
The "message” refers to the law (cf. AMP, NLT, NIrV), as
reflected in the second part of the verse. It is spoken of here
as being given through angels.

Pray for persecuted Christians

d) Further Teaching about Angels

Subsections

= Angels are very important

= There are different kinds and ranks of angels

= There are thousands upon thousands of angels
= Angels reside in heaven

= Angels are not to be worshiped

= Other teachings about angels

Angels are very important
See also:

= Note: “The angel of the LorD" is identified with God, p. 172

Although not stated directly, the importance and high status
of angels is implied and/or reflected in each of the following
verses.
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2Sam 19:27b But my lord the king is like the angel of God; do
therefore what seems good to you. 2

Dan 4:16-17 Let his mind be changed from a man’s, and let a
beast’s mind be given to him; and let seven periods of time
pass over him. 17 The sentence is by the decree of the watchers,
the decision by the word of the holy ones, to the end that the
living may know that the Most High rules the kingdom of
men and gives it to whom he will and sets over it the lowliest
of men.

Through a vision, an angel - “a watcher, a holy one” (v. 13; cf.
v. 17) — tells of how Nebuchadnezzar would become like a
wild animal (v. 15). In v. 17a the angel appears to be saying
that the decision has been made by angels (cf. GNT), which
would exemplify the important status of angels. Alternatively,
he may simply be underlining that this decision has been
announced by angels.

Luke 12:8-9 And I tell you, everyone who acknowledges me
before men, the Son of Man also will acknowledge before the
angels of God, °but the one who denies me before men will be
denied before the angels of God. E

This speaks of judgment day and angels being witness to
Jesus Christ's judgments. The fact that being spoken of as
such underlines the high status of angels is reinforced by the
parallel verses in Matthew 10:32-33, which speak of God in
the same way. That is, they speak of Jesus Christ
acknowledging people and disowning others “before my
Father who is in heaven.”

Gal 414 ... and though my condition was a trial to you, you

did not scorn or despise me, but received me as an angel of

God, as Christ Jesus. E
This points to the great importance of angels, even making
something of a parallel of them with Jesus Christ.

1Tim 5:21 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of the
elect angels I charge you to keep these rules without
prejudging, doing nothing from partiality. £
Here the importance of angels is borne out by them being
grouped with God and Jesus Christ, in regard to bearing
witness to and approving of Paul's charge.

Heb 13:2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for
thereby some have entertained angels unawares.
This appears to imply that showing hospitality to angels is a

greater privilege than doing so to humans, suggesting that
angels are regarded more highly than humans.

Rev 14:10 ...he also will drink the wine of God’s wrath,
poured full strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be
tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy
angels and in the presence of the Lamb.
Similar to 1 Timothy 5:21 above, the importance of angels is
indicated by them being grouped with Jesus Christ, “the
Lamb” — even being listed before him - in regard to
observing such judgment.

There are different kinds and ranks of angels

Gen 3:24 He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden
of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword that
turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life. E

As noted earlier, cherubim and seraphim (cf. Isa 6:2 1) are
understood to be amongst the highest orders of the different
kinds of angels.

Isa 6:1-2 In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord
sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the trainP of his
robe filled the temple. 2Above him stood the seraphim. Each
had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he
covered his feet, and with two he flew. E

P Or hem

The high ranking of seraphim is implied by their close
proximity to God and his throne (cf. Rev 4:4 1).

Eph 3:10 ... so that through the church the manifold wisdom

of God might now be made known to the rulers and

authorities in the heavenly places. 2
Here and in Colossians 1:16 and 1 Peter 3:22 immediately
below, “rulers”, “authorities” and like terms are often
understood as referring to various rankings of angels; hence
the inclusion of these verses in this subsection. This may well
be the case, particularly here with the reference to the
"heavenly” places. However the terms may more generally be
intended to cover all spiritual powers — i.e. both good and
evil spiritual beings. Earthly powers appear to also be
included in Colossians 1:16.

Col 1:16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
rulers or authorities—all things were created through him
and for him.

4 That is, by means of; or in

1Pet 3:22 ... who has gone into heaven and is at the right
hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having
been subjected to him. E
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1Thes 4:16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven
with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and
with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ
will rise first.

The reference may well be to Michael (cf. Jude 1:9 {; Dan

10:13 4), the only angel actually called an archangel in
Scripture (cf. Jude 1:9 {).

Jude 1:9 But when the archangel Michael, contending with
the devil, was disputing about the body of Moses, he did not
presume to pronounce a blasphemous judgment, but said,
“The Lord rebuke you.” £

Dan 10:13 The prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me
twenty-one days, but Michael, one of the chief princes, came
to help me, for I was left there with the kings of Persia, ... E

This reference highlights Michael’s high rank, as similarly
does 12:1 below.

Dan 12:1a “At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince
who has charge of your people. E

Rev 4:4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and
seated on the thrones were twenty-four elders, clothed in
white garments, with golden crowns on their heads.

The "elders”, seated in close proximity to God's throne, are
quite possibly a high order of angelic beings.

There are thousands upon thousands of angels

Heb 12:22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city
of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to
innumerable angels in festal gathering, ... &

Jude 1:14 It was also about these that Enoch, the seventh
from Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold, the Lord comes
with ten thousands of his holy ones, ... E

Rev 5:11 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and
the living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels,
numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, ...

Ps 68:17 The chariots of God are twice ten thousand,
thousands upon thousands; the Lord is among them; Sinai is
now in the sanctuary.

This appears to be figuratively speaking of God's angelic

forces as chariots — of which there are “thousands upon
thousands”.

G

Deut 33:2 He said, “The LORD came from Sinai and dawned
from Seir upon us;" he shone forth from Mount Paran; he
came from the ten thousands of holy ones, with flaming fires
at his right hand.

r Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate; Hebrew them
s The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain

Matt 26:53 Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father,
and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of
angels?

A Roman legion had 3,000 to 6,000 soldiers, plus cavalrymen.

% God’'s angelic forces can hardly be numbered:

Job 25:2-3a “Dominion and fear are with God;t he makes
peace in his high heaven. 3Is there any number to his armies?

t Hebrew him

The rhetorical question (v. 3a) appears to be implying that no
person could possibly count the number of God's angelic
forces, such is their vast number.

Angels reside in heaven

See also:

= Heb 12:22 ©

= Angels are with God, surrounding him and even standing in
his presence, p. 169

Matt 22:30 For in the resurrection they neither marry nor
are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. E

Matt 24:36 But concerning that day and hour no one knows,
not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son," but the Father
only. E

U Some manuscripts omit nor the Son
Matt 28:2 And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an

angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled
back the stone and sat on it. [§

Luke 2:15 When the angels went away from them into heaven,
the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the
Lord has made known to us.” £

John 1:51 And he said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you," you
will see heaven opened, and the angels of God ascending and
descending on the Son of Man.” 2

v The Greek for you is plural; twice in this verse
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For comment, see the comment on John 1:51 — under God’s
people have access to God through Jesus Christ — by the Holy
Spirit, p. 797.

Gal 1:8 Buteven if we or an angel from heaven should preach
to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let
him be accursed. E

2Thes 1:7 ...and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as
well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven
with his mighty angels ... E

Angels are not to be worshiped

Col 2:18 Let no one disqualify you, insisting on asceticism and
worship of angels, going on in detail about visions,* puffed
up without reason by his sensuous mind, ... E

W Or about the things he has seen

Here Paul refers with strong disapproval to the practice of
worshiping angels.

Rev 19:9-10 And the angel said* to me, “Write this: Blessed
are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the
Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.”
10Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said to me,
“You must not do that! 1 am a fellow servanty with you and
your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship
God.” For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. £

X Greek he said
Y Greek fellow bondservant

Rev 22:8-9 1, John, am the one who heard and saw these
things. And when I heard and saw them, I fell down to
worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me, °but
he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servantz
with you and your brothers the prophets, and with those
who keep the words of this book. Worship God.” E

z Greek fellow bondservant

Other teachings about angels

Col 1:16 For by2 him all things were created, in heaven and on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
rulers or authorities—all things were created through him
and for him. 2

a That is, by means of; or in

Like all other things, angels have been created, by Jesus
Christ (cf. Ps 148:2, 5 1) and for Jesus Christ.

Ps 148:2, 5 Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his hosts!
E .. SLet them praise the name of the LORD! For he
commanded and they were created. E
This is also a possible reference to angels being created.
However, v. 5 may only be referring to various elements of
the heavens and the skies mentioned in the intervening

verses (cf. vv. 3-4), rather than being also inclusive of angels
(v. 2).

Matt 22:30 For in the resurrection they neither marry nor
are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. E

This implies that angels do not marry.

1Tim 5:21 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of
the elect angels 1 charge you to keep these rules without
prejudging, doing nothing from partiality. E
God's holy angels have been chosen by him as such, in
contrast to fallen angels.

1Cor 6:3 Do you not know that we are to judge angels? How
much more, then, matters pertaining to this life! E
Angels will be judged by God's people. A number of
commentators consider that Paul is most likely speaking in
particular of believers having a role in the judgment of evil
angels.

Pray for persecuted Christians
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Il. Satan and Demons

See also:
= |I. Spiritual Warfare, p. 1810

Many people find the existence of Satan (i.e. the devil) and
demons disturbing and choose to avoid the subject. But to
live the Christian life it is vital to understand our chief
opponents. Moreover, the Bible has a lot to say about Satan
and demons — much of which is in fact encouraging to
believers.

a) Satan’s Evilness

See also:

» ¢) Satan’s Work against God's People, p. 188

Subsections

= Satan is evil — and is opposed to God’s kingdom
= Satan is opposed to Jesus Christ

= Satan is deceitful . ..

= ... Those who follow Satan likewise are deceitful

= Note: Possible references to Satan’s original state and his
fall

Satan is evil — and is opposed to God’s kingdom

Matt 6:13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evila g
a Or the evil one; some manuscripts add For yours is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen
The text note indicates that “evil” can be translated “the evil
one” (AMP, NASB, NIV, NKJV, NLT, NRSV; cf. GNT, NCV) -
referring to Satan.

1Jn 3:8a, 10, 12 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the
devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. 2 ...
10By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who
are the children of the devil: whoever does not practice
righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love
his brother. g ...1?We should not be like Cain, who was of the
evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder

him? Because his own deeds were evil and his brother’s

righteous.
Satan'’s evil actions are reflected in those who belong to him,
who like Cain typically commit evil actions (v. 12). Their evil
actions mirror Satan, “the evil one” (v. 12a), in that they: do
what is sinful (v. 8a); do not do what is right (v. 10b; Acts
13:10 {); do not love (v. 10b); and even murder (v. 12a; cf.
John 8:44a ).

John 8:44a You are of your father the devil, and your will is
to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the
beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth, because
there is no truth in him.

Matt 13:19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away
what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along
the path. E

Luke 8:11-12 Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of
God. 2The ones along the path are those who have heard;
then the devil comes and takes away the word from their
hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. E
This speaks of Satan removing God’s word with its message
about the kingdom (cf. Matt 13:19 1) from those who do not
understand it (cf. Matt 13:19 1) and absorb it, so that they
will not respond to it.

Matt 13:37-41 He answered, “The one who sows the good
seed is the Son of Man. 38The field is the world, and the good
seed is the sons of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the
evil one, 3°and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The
harvest is the close of the age, and the reapers are angels.
40Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will
it be at the close of the age. 'The Son of Man will send his
angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of
sin and all law-breakers, ... E
Satan sows his "weeds” — “all causes of sin and all law-
breakers” (v. 41) — in opposition to Jesus Christ's sowing of
the sons of the kingdom (vv. 37-38a). At the end of the age
Jesus Christ's angels will weed out of the kingdom all such
"weeds” of Satan (v. 41).

Acts 13:10 ... and said, “You son of the devil, you enemy of all
righteousness, full of all deceit and villainy, will you not stop
making crooked the straight paths of the Lord? E
This implies that Satan is an enemy of everything that is
aligned with righteousness, as reflected by his followers. In
particular Satan opposes the paths/ways of the Lord -
"plotting against His saving purposes” (AMP).
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Satan is opposed to Jesus Christ

See also:

= Matt 13:19a 1; Matt 13:37-41 {*; Acts 13:10 &

Matt 16:21-23  From that time Jesus began to show his
disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many
things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be
killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him
aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you,
Lord!® This shall never happen to you.” 23But he turned and
said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance* to
me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but
on the things of man.” £

b Or “[May God be] merciful to you, Lord!”

¢ Greek stumbling block

By his use of “Satan” (v. 23) in rebuking Peter, it would appear

that Jesus could see an agenda that was of Satan in Peter’s

words. For what Peter said was actually opposed to the main
aspect of Jesus’ mission, which involved his death (v. 21).

Luke 22:3-4 Then Satan entered into Judas called Iscariot,
who was of the number of the twelve. *He went away and
conferred with the chief priests and officers how he might
betray him to them. &

2Cor 4:4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the
minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of
the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. &

The “god of this world” refers to Satan.

Rev 12:1-5 And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman
clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on
her head a crown of twelve stars. 2She was pregnant and was
crying out in birth pains and the agony of giving birth. 3And
another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon,
with seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven
diadems. *His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven
and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the
woman who was about to give birth, so that when she bore her
child he might devour it. 5She gave birth to a male child, one
who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her child
was caught up to God and to his throne, ... £
The woman most likely is either the church, Israel or believing
Jews. The “dragon” is Satan and the "male child” whom he
sought to devour is the Messiah, Jesus Christ. For comment
on v. 4, see the comment on Rev 12:3-4a — under Satan is
very powerful, p. 184.

% Jesus Christ came to destroy Satan’s work:

1Jn 3:8b The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy
the works of the devil. E

Satan is deceitful . ..

See also:

= 2Cor11:14 &

John 8:44 You are of your father the devil, and your will is to
do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the
beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth, because there
is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own
character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 2

Gen 3:1-6, 13 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other
beast of the field that the LORD God had made. He said to the
woman, “Did God actually say, ‘Youd shall not eat of any tree
in the garden’?” 2And the woman said to the serpent, “We
may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3but God said,
‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst
of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.”” *But
the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. SFor
God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened,
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”®So when the
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was
a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to
make one wise,® she took of its fruit and ate, and she also
gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. £
... 3Then the LoRD God said to the woman, “What is this that
you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me,
and [ ate.” B

d In Hebrew you is plural in verses 1-5

e Or to give insight

Here Satan is manifested in the serpent (cf. 2Cor 1:3 ). There

is truth in v. 5 — as often the case with clever lies — but it is

stated in such a way as to imply God's motives were not

honorable and not in Eve’s best interests.

2Cor 11:3 ButI am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by
his cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere
and pure devotion to Christ. &

2Thes 2:9-10 The coming of the lawless one is by the activity
of Satan with all power and false signs and wonders, %and
with all wicked deception for those who are perishing,
because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. £

The “man of lawlessness” is quite likely the antichrist, Satan’s
great agent of the end time.
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Rev 12:9 And the great dragon was thrown down, that
ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the
deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the
earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. &

Satan deceives everyone in the world who is not of God.

Rev 20:3, 7-10 ...and [an angel] threw him [Satan] into the
pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not
deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were
ended. After that he must be released for a little while. £ ...
7And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be
released from his prison 8and will come out to deceive the
nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and
Magog, to gather them for battle; their number is like the
sand of the sea. °And they marched up over the broad plain
of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the
beloved city, but fire came down from heavenf and
consumed them, %and the devil who had deceived them was
thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and
the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and
night forever and ever. £

f Some manuscripts from God, out of heaven, or out of
heaven from God

... Those who follow Satan likewise are deceitful

See also:

= 2Thes 2:9-10 ©
= Demons are deceitful, propagating what is false, p. 193

= False teachers are deceitful, p. 1525

Acts 13:10 ... and said, “You son of the devil, you enemy of all
righteousness, full of all deceit and villainy, will you not stop
making crooked the straight paths of the Lord? 2
The last clause appears to refer to twisting the Lord'’s truth/s
(cf. GNT, NCV). Doing such things, particularly knowingly, is
quintessential deceit.

2Cor 11:13-15  For such men are false apostles, deceitful
workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. *And no
wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.
1550 it is no surprise if his servants, also, disguise themselves
as servants of righteousness. Their end will correspond to
their deeds.

Rev 3:9 Behold, I will make those of the synagogue of Satan
who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie—behold, I will
make them come and bow down before your feet and they
will learn that I have loved you. E

A

Synagogues are places of Jewish worship. John coins the
term “the synagogue of Satan” to depict supposedly pious
Jews, who in fact belonged to Satan (cf. CEV, GNT, NCV, NLT)
—and as such were liars.

Rev 19:20 And the beast was captured, and with it the false
prophet who in its presenceg had done the signs by which he
deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and
those who worshiped its image. These two were thrown alive
into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur.

8 Or on its behalf

The false prophet of the end times will perform miraculous
signs to delude the followers of the beast, who is generally
understood to be Satan’s antichrist (cf. 2Thes 2:9-10 ).

Note: Possible references to Satan’s original state
and his fall

See also:
= Note: Satan hurled down from heaven to the earth, p. 191

Some commentators consider the following passages to
refer or allude to Satan’s original state and fall, while others
think that this is not necessarily so, even unlikely.

Ezek 28:12-17 Son of man, raise a lamentation over the king
of Tyre, and say to him, Thus says the Lord Gop: “You were
the signet of perfection,h full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.
13You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone
was your covering, sardius, topaz, and diamond, beryl, onyx,
and jasper, sapphire,' emerald, and carbuncle; and crafted in
gold were your settings and your engravings. On the day that
you were created they were prepared. *You were an anointed
guardian cherub. I placed you;* you were on the holy
mountain of God; in the midst of the stones of fire you walked.
15You were blameless in your ways from the day you were
created, till unrighteousness was found in you. °In the
abundance of your trade you were filled with violence in your
midst, and you sinned; so I cast you as a profane thing from
the mountain of God, and I destroyed you,! O guardian cherub,
from the midst of the stones of fire. 17Your heart was proud
because of your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom for the
sake of your splendor. I cast you to the ground; I exposed you
before kings, to feast their eyes on you. 2

h The meaning of the Hebrew phrase is uncertain

U Or lapis lazuli

I The meaning of the Hebrew phrase is uncertain

k The meaning of the Hebrew phrase is uncertain

1 Or banished you
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This is either simply “a lamentation over the king of Tyre"
(v. 12) containing highly figurative language, or additionally
also descriptive of Satan. If it does allude to Satan, it says
much of his origin and fall. It portrays him as originally a
perfect being, “full of wisdom and perfect in beauty” (v. 12b)
and “blameless” (v. 15a) — and even created by God (v. 13b).
Additionally Satan is shown to have been highly exalted by
God and to have dwelt in close proximity to God (vv. 13-14).
But largely through his pride he became wicked and was
expelled from God'’s presence (w. 15b-17; cf. Isa 14:12-15 {).
Note that if v. 16a is meant to be applicable to Satan, it may
be portraying widespread activity or dealings of Satan.

Isa 14:12-15 How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son
of Dawn! How you are cut down to the ground, you who laid
the nations low! 3You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to
heaven; above the stars of God I will set my throne on high; 1
will sit on the mount of assembly in the far reaches of the
north;m 4] will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will
make myself like the Most High.” SBut you are brought down
to Sheol, to the far reaches of the pit. E

mQr in the remote parts of Zaphon

The king of Babylon is spoken of here (cf. v. 4), with some
commentators understanding the passage to also allude to
Satan and his fall.

Pray for persecuted Christians

b) Satan’s Power

Subsections

= Satan is very powerful

= Satan has great power and authority in the world
= Satan works in and through unbelievers

= Satan is not as powerful as God . ..

= ... and Satan is not as powerful as Jesus Christ

= Note: Satan stands condemned

Satan is very powerful

Matt 12:24 But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, “Itis
only by Beelzebul, the prince of demons, that this man casts

out demons.” E

"Beelzebub” refers to Satan. The description of him as “the
prince of demons” speaks of him as the head of all demons,
illustrating his extraordinary power and authority (cf. Rev
12:3-4a d).

Eph 6:16 In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with
which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil
one; ...

Here “the flaming darts” figuratively portray Satan’s potent

spiritual weaponry and/or attacks, which have the potential
to cause great harm.

Heb 2:14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and
blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that
through death he might destroy the one who has the power
of death, that is, the devil, ... &
This most likely refers to Satan’s power to induce people to
sin and so to render them subject to the penalty of death. As
such he effectively wields the power of death, an aspect of
his very formidable power and influence.

1Pet 5:8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the
devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to
devour. B

Rev 12:3-4a And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a
great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on his
heads seven diadems. *His tail swept down a third of the stars
of heaven and cast them to the earth. g
The dragon is Satan (cf. Rev 13:2 &). There are different ideas
as to what v. 4a portrays. Some think that it is speaking of
Satan winning over the fallen angels (cf. Gen 6:1-4). As such,
along with illustrating Satan’s own great power, the verse
would point to these powerful beings as extensions of
Satan’s power and influence.

Satan has great power and authority in the world
See also:
" Eph22 &

Note that most of the references in the previous subsection
to some extent also point to Satan’s great power in the world.

G - H - OT - NT - Subj


https://www.esv.org/Isa+14:12
https://www.esv.org/Matt+12:24
https://www.esv.org/Eph+6:16
https://www.esv.org/Heb+2:14
https://www.esv.org/1Pet+5:8
https://www.esv.org/Rev+12:3

5.1l. Satan and Demons 185

Luke 4:5-6 And the devil took him up and showed him all the
kingdoms of the world in a moment of time, ®and said to him,
“To you I will give all this authority and their glory, for it has
been delivered to me, and I give it to whom [ will. §

1Jn 5:19 We know that we are from God, and the whole world
lies in the power of the evil one. E
Here and in Revelation 12:9 below, “the whole world” refers
to “the rest of the world” (CEV) apart from the children of
God. The term is applicable to world systems as well to the
world's people.

Rev 12:9 And the great dragon was thrown down, that
ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the
deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the
earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. &

John 12:31 Now is the judgment of this world; now will the
ruler of this world be cast out. £
Jesus also uses the title “the ruler of this world” for Satan in
14:30 and 16:11. Other titles of Satan indicative of his power
in the world are: “The god of this age” (2Cor 4:4 &) and “"the
prince of the power of the air” (Eph 2:2 8).

Acts 10:38 ... how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with
him. 2

1Jn 4:4 Little children, you are from God and have overcome
them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the
world. E
Particularly in this context, “he who is in the world” is
indicative of Satan’s great authority in the world.

Rev 2:13 ‘I know where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is.
Yet you hold fast my name, and you did not deny my faith®
even in the days of Antipas my faithful witness, who was
killed among you, where Satan dwells. g
n Or your faith in me

The clauses “where Satan’s throne is" and “where Satan
dwells” most likely refer to the city of Pergamum as a center
of pagan worship. This is illustrative of Satan’s power in the
world.

Rev 13:2 And the beast that I saw was like a leopard; its feet
were like a bear’s, and its mouth was like a lion’s mouth. And
to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great
authority.

This speaks of Satan’s dominating power over the world,
which he will extend to the beast of the end times.

Matt 12:26 And if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against
himself. How then will his kingdom stand? E
Here Jesus Christ refers to Satan's worldly kingdom,
indicative of the control Satan has in the world, over all
people and spiritual beings that do not belong to God.

Satan works in and through unbelievers

Acts 26:17-18 ... delivering you from your people and from
the Gentiles—to whom I am sending you 8to open their
eyes, so that they may turn from darkness to light and from
the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness
of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith
inme. E
This implies that all non-believers are to some extent at least
under the power of Satan. Being under his power involves
such things as being influenced by his temptations and open
to his control.

2Cor 4:4 In their case the god of this world has blinded the
minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of
the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. E

Eph 2:2 ...in which you once walked, following the course of

this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the

spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—
Note that the reference to Satan as “the prince of the power

of the air” probably alludes to him as the ruler and leader of
“the spiritual forces of evil” (NIrV®; cf. NCV).

2Cor 11:13-15  For such men are false apostles, deceitful
workmen, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 1*And
no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of
light. 15So it is no surprise if his servants, also, disguise
themselves as servants of righteousness. Their end will
correspond to their deeds. 2

The description of false teachers as Satan’s “servants” (v. 15)
indicates that they effectively carry out purposes of Satan.

2Tim 2:25-26 ... correcting his opponents with gentleness.
God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a
knowledge of the truth, 26and they may come to their senses
and escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured
by him to do his will. §

John 8:44 You are of your father the devil, and your will is to
do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the
beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth, because
there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his
own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. E
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The phrase “"do your father's desires” may mean “carry out
what your father desires you to do” or, more likely, “do the
things your father desires to do”. These interpretations reflect
that Satan is the father of wicked people in that they: are
subject to his will; exhibit his characteristics; and follow his
example (cf. v. 41), such as being prepared to murder and
oppose the truth (cf. v. 40).

John 13:2, 27, 30 During supper, when the devil had already
put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray
him, E ...2"Then after he had taken the morsel, Satan entered
into him. Jesus said to him, “What you are going to do, do
quickly.” E ... 3%So, after receiving the morsel of bread, he
immediately went out. And it was night. E

Verses 27a and 30a indicate that as soon as Judas had taken

the bread offered to him, Satan entered into him (v. 27a) and

he immediately went out (v. 30a) to betray Jesus. This implies
that Satan used Judas.

Rev 20:7-9 And when the thousand years are ended, Satan
will be released from his prison 8and will come out to deceive
the nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and
Magog, to gather them for battle; their number is like the
sand of the sea. °And they marched up over the broad plain of
the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the
beloved city, but fire came down from heaven® and
consumed them, ... £

° Some manuscripts from God, out of heaven, or out of
heaven from God

This appears to speak of Satan gathering numerous forces to
fight against God's people in the end time.

% Those who are of the devil:

1Jn 3:8a, 10 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the
devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. g ...
10By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are
the children of the devil: whoever does not practice
righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love
his brother. £

Satan is not as powerful as God . . .

See also:

= Note: Satan stands condemned, p. 187
= Satan can only tempt and dfflict as God permits, p. 190
= God has power over the forces of evil + ref., p. 255

= God protects his people from all evil, including Satan, p. 943

Job 2:1 Again there was a day when the sons of God came to
present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came
among them to present himself before the LORD.
In saying that Satan came to “present himself before the
LORD", this verse is indicative of God's superiority and even
of Satan's acknowledgment of this.

Rom 16:20a The God of peace will soon crush Satan under
your feet. E
In view of the preceding verses (vv. 17-19), Paul may be
referring to God soon crushing the work of Satan carried out
by false teachers. Alternatively Paul may have in view God's
final comprehensive crushing of Satan himself.

Luke 4:5-6 And the devil took him up and showed him all
the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time, and said to
him, “To you I will give all this authority and their glory, for
it has been delivered to me, and I give it to whom [ will. E
The authority that Satan does have in this world is only his

because God has given it to him — for a limited time (cf. Rev
12:12 1).

Rev 12:12 Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell
in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has
come down to you in great wrath, because he knows that his
time is short! g

Satan knows that God in his supreme power has limited the

time in which Satan has left before God implements his
doom.

Rev 20:1-3 Then [ saw an angel coming down from heaven,
holding in his hand the key to the bottomless pitP and a great
chain. 2And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is
the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, 3and
threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so
that he might not deceive the nations any longer, until the
thousand years were ended. After that he must be released
for a little while. £

P Greek the abyss; also verse 3

Here even one of God's angels exerts power over Satan,
binding and imprisoning him —in accordance with God's will.
Revelation 12:7-8 also speaks of angels overpowering Satan.
Such power being exercised by God'’s forces is indicative of
God's power being superior to Satan'’s.
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... and Satan is not as powerful as Jesus Christ

See also:

= Satan can only tempt and afflict as God permits, p. 190

= Jesus delivered people from demons and Satan —
demonstrating power over evil, p. 560

= Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection were a triumph over
Satan and evil, p. 605

= God protects his people from all evil, including Satan, p. 943

Gen 3:15 [ will put enmity between you and the woman, and
between your offspringd and her offspring; he shall bruise
your head, and you shall bruise his heel. 5
9 Hebrew seed; so throughout Genesis
Generally this is seen as more than just a description of the
enmity that would exist between humans and snakes. The
offspring of the woman is thought to represent human
beings and God'’s people in particular, with the offspring of
the serpent symbolizing those controlled by Satan, including
demons. The second part of the verse is often understood to
be chiefly fulfilled in Jesus Christ's victory over Satan through
his death and resurrection (cf. Heb 2:14 {).

Matt 4:10-11 Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is
written, “You shall worship the Lord your God and him only
shall you serve.”” 11Then the devil left him, and behold, angels
came and were ministering to him. £

This reflects Jesus' authority over Satan.

Luke 11:14, 21-22 Now he was casting out a demon that was
mute. When the demon had gone out, the mute man spoke, and
the people marveled. E ...2'When a strong man, fully armed,
guards his own palace, his goods are safe; 22but when one
stronger than he attacks him and overcomes him, he takes
away his armor in which he trusted and divides his spoil. E

In v. 22 Jesus is referring to his overpowering of Satan in
Satan’s worldly domain, stripping him of his defenses and
taking what was his — a truth demonstrated by Jesus driving
out demons (v. 14) and thus releasing people from Satan's

grip.

Heb 2:14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and
blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that
through death he might destroy the one who has the power of
death, that is, the devil, ... 2

The term “destroy” appears to have the sense “break the

power of” (NLT), although it may also allude to Jesus Christ’s
death being significant in Satan’s ultimate destruction.

1Jn 3:8b The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy
the works of the devil. E

1Jn 5:18 We know that everyone who has been born of God
does not keep on sinning, but he who was born of God
protects him, and the evil one does not touch him.

% The Holy Spirit is greater than Satan:

1Jn 4:4 Little children, you are from God and have overcome
them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the
world. E
The "he who is in you” is most likely referring to the Holy
Spirit, but it could be referring to God or to Jesus Christ.

Note: Satan stands condemned

John 16:11 ... concerning judgment, because the ruler of this
world is judged. E
Satan is or has been “judged” in that he has been
condemned.

Rom 16:20a The God of peace will soon crush Satan under
your feet. E

Matt 25:41 Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from
me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and
his angels. E

Rev 20:10 ... and the devil who had deceived them was thrown
into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false
prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night
forever and ever. B

1Tim 3:6 He mustnotbe arecent convert, or he may become
puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the
devil. £
The clause "fall into the condemnation of the devil” most
likely means to face the same condemnation as the devil
does. However, note that it has also been interpreted as
referring to falling from a high position just as the devil did,
and even to judgment dealt out by the devil.

Isa 65:25 The wolf and the lamb shall graze together; the
lion shall eat straw like the ox, and dust shall be the serpent’s
food. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain,”
says the LORD. E

The serpent quite possibly alludes to Satan. As such, “dust

shall be the serpent’s food” would allude to Satan’s
punishment.
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Pray for persecuted Christians

¢) Satan’s Work against God’s People

See also:

= g) The Existence of Spiritual Warfare, p. 1810
= b) Engaging in Spiritual Warfare, p. 1813

Subsections

= Satan schemes and fights against God's people
= Satan tempts God's people . ..

= ... and Satan can lead God's people astray

= Satan can afflict God's people

= Satan can only tempt and afflict as God permits
= Satan accuses God's people before God

= Note: Satan hurled down from heaven to the earth

Satan schemes and fights against God's people

2Cor 2:10-11  Anyone whom you forgive, | also forgive.
Indeed, what [ have forgiven, if  have forgiven anything, has
been for your sake in the presence of Christ, 'so that we
would not be outwitted by Satan; for we are not ignorant of
his designs. 2
Paul is speaking of forgiving a church member who has
“caused pain” (v. 5) — and presumably has since repented.
Not forgiving such a person would leave the church
members themselves susceptible to Satan’s designs and
schemes, allowing him to work through such things as
bitterness and animosity.

Eph 6:11, 16 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be
able to stand against the schemes of the devil. E ... °In all
circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can
extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; ... 8
The “flaming darts” (v. 16) depict such things as temptations
and trials instigated by Satan against God's people.

1Tim 3:7 Moreover, he must be well thought of by outsiders,
so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil.

The "a snare of the devil” appears to be a general reference
to Satan deceiving one into sin, rather than referring to any
particular “snare”. Paul may be implying here that a church
leader without a good reputation may well not be deserving
of such, and so would be the type of person quite likely to
fall into one of Satan’s traps.

1Pet 5:8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the
devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to
devour. E

Rev 12:17 Then the dragon became furious with the woman
and went off to make war on the rest of her offspring, on those
who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony
of Jesus. And he stood* on the sand of the sea. £

r Some manuscripts And I stood, connecting the sentence
with 13:1

As noted earlier, the dragon depicts Satan and the woman is

usually thought to be symbolically representative of the

church — or possibly Israel or believing Jews in particular. So,

"the rest of her offspring” appears to refer to Christians.

Gen 3:15 [ will put enmity between you and the woman, and
between your offsprings and her offspring; he shall bruise your
head, and you shall bruise his heel. E

s Hebrew seed; so throughout Genesis

See the comment on Gen 3:15 earlier in . .. and Satan is not
as powerful as Jesus Christ, p. 187.

% Satan hinders God's people:

1Thes 2:18 ... because we wanted to come to you—I, Paul,
again and again—but Satan hindered us. £

Satan tempts God's people. ..

Gen 3:1-6 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other
beast of the field that the LORD God had made. He said to the
woman, “Did God actually say, ‘Yout shall not eat of any tree in
the garden’?” 2And the woman said to the serpent, “We may
eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3but God said, ‘You
shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the
garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.” *But the
serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. >For God
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the
woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was
a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to
make one wise," she took of its fruit and ate, and she also
gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. £
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t In Hebrew you is plural in verses 1-5
v Or to give insight

Matt 6:13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evilv E

v Or the evil one; some manuscripts add For yours is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen

Particularly as James 1:13 says that God does not tempt
anyone, “lead us not into temptation” probably has the sense
“don't let us yield to temptation” (NLT; cf. NIrV), notably that
of “the evil one” (text note). Alternatively, “temptation” could
refer more generally to “hard testing” (GNT; cf. NRSV).

Luke 4:1-13 And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from
the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness %for
forty days, being tempted by the devil. And he ate nothing
during those days. And when they were ended, he was
hungry. 3The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God,
command this stone to become bread.” *And Jesus answered
him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone.” And
the devil took him up and showed him all the kingdoms of the
world in a moment of time, ®and said to him, “To you I will give
all this authority and their glory, for it has been delivered to
me, and I give it to whom [ will. "If you, then, will worship me,
it will all be yours.” 8And Jesus answered him, “It is written,
““You shall worship the Lord your God, and him only shall
you serve.” 9And he took him to Jerusalem and set him on the
pinnacle of the temple and said to him, “If you are the Son of
God, throw yourself down from here, 1°for it is written, “He
will command his angels concerning you, to guard you,” 1'and
“On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot
against a stone.”” 12And Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘You
shall not put the Lord your God to the test.”” 134And when the
devil had ended every temptation, he departed from him until

an opportune time. E

Satan’s temptation of Jesus is illustrative of Satan’s work in
tempting God's people. The temptation in vv. 2-3 appears to
be for Jesus to invoke his divine power as the Son of God for
his own purposes, in a way that would have been inconsistent
with God's purposes for his sacrificial mission, to be lived in
dependence on God. Jesus counters Satan by pointing to the
priority that God's word should have in living one’s daily life
(v. 4).

1Cor 7:5 Do not deprive one another, except perhaps by
agreement for a limited time, that you may devote
yourselves to prayer; but then come together again, so that
Satan may not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.

1Thes 3:5 For this reason, when I could bear it no longer, I
sent to learn about your faith, for fear that somehow the
tempter had tempted you and our labor would be in vain. £

Paul had been concerned that Satan may have been
successful in tempting the Thessalonians.

... and Satan can lead God’s people astray

See also:
= Gen 3:6 1t; 1Thes 3:5 1

The following verses show that Satan can lead one astray by
leading one to: do something wrong (1Chr 21:1; Acts 5:3);
compromise one’s faith (2Cor 1:3); or turn away from God to
follow Satan (1Tim 5:15). Note that the some of the people
concerned may actually never have been genuinely God's
people.

1Chr 21:1 Then Satan stood against Israel and incited David

to number Israel. 2

This taking of a census was wrong in that it appears that
David did it to see how powerful he was, a sign of reliance on
his own power rather than God'’s. Joab's reaction (cf. vv. 3, 6)
showed that he certainly recognized it as sinful.

Acts 5:3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your
heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself
part of the proceeds of the land? E
Keeping some of the money he had received for the sale of
his land was not in itself wrong. But Ananias had deceitfully

indicated that he had given all of the money to the church
(cf.v. 2).

2Cor 11:3 But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by
his cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere

and pure devotion to Christ. E

Paul was concerned that just as Eve was deceived by Satan,
the Corinthians may also be led astray by false teachers who
were ultimately inspired by Satan.

1Tim 5:15 For some have already strayed after Satan. E

Presumably such action is primarily instigated by Satan,
leading people astray. Note that while those concerned were
amongst God's people, it is debatable as to whether such
people ever really have belonged to God.

H -~ OT - NT - Subj


https://www.esv.org/Matt+6:13
https://www.esv.org/Luke+4:1
https://www.esv.org/1Cor+7:5
https://www.esv.org/1Thes+3:5
https://www.esv.org/1Chr+21:1
https://www.esv.org/Acts+5:3
https://www.esv.org/2Cor+11:3
https://www.esv.org/1Tim+5:15

190 5. Angels, Satan and Demons

Satan can afflict God’s people

Job 2:7 So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD and
struck Job with loathsome sores from the sole of his foot to the
crown of his head.

Luke 13:16  And ought not this woman, a daughter of
Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen years, be loosed
from this bond on the Sabbath day?

The woman had been crippled by an evil spirit (cf. v. 11) and

here Jesus identifies Satan as the ultimate source of her
affliction.

1Pet 5:9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same
kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood
throughout the world. E

The call to resist Satan implies that he is behind the
“suffering”, primarily afflictions associated with persecution,
not necessarily physical afflictions.

Rev 2:10 Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold,
the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you
may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be
faithful unto death, and 1 will give you the crown of life. E

Satan can only tempt and afflict as God permits

God and Jesus Christ may permit Satan to tempt or afflict
their people, but only in accordance with their purposes, as
2 Corinthians 12:7-9 below illustrates (cf. d) God Disciplines
His People (1): Reasons, p. 869).

1Cor 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you that is not
common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be
tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will
also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to
endure it. 2
God has the power to limit temptation, including that which
originates directly from Satan — illustrating God's power to
curtail Satan at will.

Job 1:12 And the LorD said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has
is in your hand. Only against him do not stretch out your
hand.” So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD. E

Note that the passages immediately preceding this and 2:6
below, are in the following subsection.

Job 2:6 And the LoORD said to Satan, “Behold, he is in your
hand; only spare his life.” 2

Luke 22:31 Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have
you,¥ that he might sift you like wheat, ... E
Y The Greek word for you (twice in this verse) is plural; in
verse 32, all four instances are singular
Jesus appears to mean that Satan “demanded permission”
(NASB) to strongly test Simon Peter. As such, the fact that
Satan needed permission to do so, illustrates that he can only
act against God's people as he is permitted.

2Cor 12:7-9 So to keep me from becoming conceited because
of the surpassing greatness of the revelations,* a thorn was
given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to
keep me from becoming conceited. 8Three times I pleaded with
the Lord about this, that it should leave me. °But he said to me,
“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

X Or hears from me, even because of the surpassing
greatness of the revelations. So to keep me from becoming
conceited

Paul's affliction apparently came from Satan. But Paul implies

that Jesus Christ permitted it, using it to both keep Paul from

becoming conceited (v. 7) and make him receptive to Christ’s
power working in him.

% Jesus Christ protects his people from Satan’s harm:

1Jn 5:18 We know that everyone who has been born of God
does not keep on sinning, but he who was born of God
protects him, and the evil one does not touch him. g

Particularly in light of the above verses, the last clause
appears to be speaking primarily of spiritual harm.

Satan accuses God's people before God

See also:
= Rev 12:10 &

The Greek word from which “Devil” comes means an accuser,
a slanderer. In being used of Satan it points to him carrying
out such activity, notably accusing and slandering believers
before God. To what extent Satan is still able to accuse
believers before God, if at all, depends partly on the meaning
of Revelation 12:7-12 in the following subsection.
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Zec 3:1-2 Then he showed me Joshua the high priest
standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satany standing at
his right hand to accuse him. 2And the LORD said to Satan,
“The LoRrD rebuke you, O Satan! The LORD who has chosen
Jerusalem rebuke you! Is not this a brand? plucked from the
fire?” 5

Y Satan means the accuser

z That is, a burning stick

In this vision Satan makes accusations against Joshua — the

high priest at the time of the return of the exiles, here

representative of the people. Satan accuses God's people

apparently in the hope that God will condemn them - an

objective he obviously fails to achieve here (v. 2).

Job 1:6, 8-11 Now there was a day when the sons of God came
to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan? also came
among them. £ ... 8And the LORD said to Satan, “Have you
considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the
earth, a blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns
away from evil?” °Then Satan answered the LORD and said,
“Does Job fear God for no reason? 1°Have you not put a hedge
around him and his house and all that he has, on every side?
You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions
have increased in the land. 'But stretch out your hand and
touch all that he has, and he will curse you to your face.” 2

a Hebrew the Adversary; so throughout chapters 1-2

Job 2:1, 3-5 Again there was a day when the sons of God
came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also
came among them to present himself before the LORD. g ...
3And the LoRD said to Satan, “Have you considered my
servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a
blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away
from evil? He still holds fast his integrity, although you
incited me against him to destroy him without reason.”
4Then Satan answered the LORD and said, “Skin for skin! All
that a man has he will give for his life. >But stretch out your
hand and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse you to
your face.”

Note: Satan hurled down from heaven to the earth

See also:

= Note: Possible references to Satan’s original state and his
fall, p. 183

Rev 12:7-12 Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his
angels fighting against the dragon. And the dragon and his
angels fought back, 8but he was defeated, and there was no

A

longer any place for them in heaven. °And the great dragon
was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil
and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown
down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.
19And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the
salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the
authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our
brothersb has been thrown down, who accuses them day and
night before our God. 1'And they have conquered him by the
blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for
they loved not their lives even unto death. 12Therefore,
rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to
you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in
great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!” E

b Or brothers and sisters

Commentators differ in their understanding as to whether vv.
7-12: refer to a final expulsion of Satan from heaven in the
last days, leading to the rise of the two beasts in the
subsequent chapter; or are symbolic of Jesus’ victory on the
cross and the victory that his followers have as a result.
Further to the latter possibility, some consider that this
passage may actually connect the timing of Satan’s expulsion
from heaven with Jesus’ victory on the cross (cf. John
12:31 1). Much would depend on whether or not v. 10a is
referring to the present forms of the things it mentions,
which were established through Jesus Christ's death and
resurrection. If it is connected with Jesus' victory on the cross,
then this may imply that that Satan is now not able to accuse
Christians before God — or at least not “in” heaven.

Luke 10:17-18 The seventy-two returned with joy, saying,
“Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your name!”
8And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from
heaven. 2
As with John 12:31 below, v. 18 is not necessarily speaking of
the event described above in Revelation 12:7-12. Jesus may
have instead been speaking metaphorically, implying that
the disciples’ success in exercising authority over demons
(v. 17) was a sign that Satan’s power had been broken.

John 12:31 Now is the judgment of this world; now will the
ruler of this world be cast out. E

Jesus is referring to his imminent death — possibly along with
his subsequent resurrection — by which Satan would “be cast
out”. By this phrase Jesus may well be simply speaking of the
breaking of Satan’s power and hold on humankind through
sin and the power of death. However, in conjunction with this
truth, Jesus may be more precisely speaking of Satan being
“cast out (expelled)” (AMP; cf. NASB, NLT, NKJV) from heaven
and “thrown down” (NCV™) to earth.
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Pray for persecuted Christians

d) Demons

Evil spiritual forces are referred to by a number of names,

nou nou

including “demons”, “evil spirits”, “spirits” (cf. comment on
Rev 16:14 &) and even “angels”, with a number of verses
correlating demons with fallen angels (cf. Demons face
eternal punishment, p.195). In order to be concise, only
"Demons” has been used in this and the following
subheadings.

Subsections

= Demons are evil and powerful spiritual beings

= Demons are aligned with Satan

= Demons are deceitful, propagating what is false

= Demons can possess people . ..

= ... Demons can cause people they possess much harm

= Demons both fear and have to submit to God and Jesus
Christ

= Demons face eternal punishment

Demons are evil and powerful spiritual beings

Luke 7:21 In that hour he healed many people of diseases
and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind he
bestowed sight.

Eph 6:12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic
powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces
of evil in the heavenly places. 2

non

The terms “rulers”, “authorities” and “powers” are indicative
of the great — but limited — power of demons.

1Sam 19:9-10 Then a harmful spirit from the LORD came upon
Saul, as he sat in his house with his spear in his hand. And
David was playing the lyre. 1°And Saul sought to pin David to
the wall with the spear, but he eluded Saul, so that he struck
the spear into the wall. And David fled and escaped that
night.

The presence of the harmful spirit — “an evil spirit” (AMP, CEV,

GNT, NASB, NCV, NIV, NRSV) - in Saul led to Saul's evil

action, attempting to take David's life. Note that the fact that
this evil spirit was “from the LORD" (v. 9a) illustrates that God
can use evil for his own purposes (cf. a) God Has Control over
Evil, p. 272).

Matt 8:28, 30-32 And when he came to the other side, to the
country of the Gadarenes,® two demon-possessed® men met
him, coming out of the tombs, so fierce that no one could pass
that way. 2 ... 3%Now a herd of many pigs was feeding at
some distance from them. 3'And the demons begged him,
saying, “If you cast us out, send us away into the herd of pigs.”
324nd he said to them, “Go.” So they came out and went into
the pigs, and behold, the whole herd rushed down the steep
bank into the sea and drowned in the waters. £

¢ Some manuscripts Gergesenes; some Gerasenes

d Greek daimonizomai; also verse 33; elsewhere rendered

oppressed by demons

The hostility and power of the men was due to demons

possessing them. As such, the men'’s hostility and power was

indicative of the evil and power of demons — as was the effect

of the demons on the herd of pigs. Similar comments can be

made in regard to some of the following verses.

Mark 5:2-4 And when Jesuse had stepped out of the boat,
immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an
unclean spirit. 3He lived among the tombs. And no one could
bind him anymore, not even with a chain, *for he had often
been bound with shackles and chains, but he wrenched the
chains apart, and he broke the shackles in pieces. No one had
the strength to subdue him. 2

¢ Greek he; also verse 9

Note that “an unclean spirit” denotes an evil spirit.

Acts 19:15-16  But the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I
know, and Paul I recognize, but who are you?” 1°And the man
in whom was the evil spirit leaped on them, mastered allf of
them and overpowered them, so that they fled out of that
house naked and wounded. E

f Or both

Rev 16:14 For they are demonic spirits, performing signs, who
go abroad to the kings of the whole world, to assemble them
for battle on the great day of God the Almighty. 2

As well as showing great power in violent actions, demons
are also powerful in that they can perform miraculous signs.

¥ An example of powerful spiritual warfare between
demons and God's angels:

Dan 10:13, 20b-21 [An angel:] The prince of the kingdom of
Persia withstood me twenty-one days, but Michael, one of the
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chief princes, came to help me, for I was left there with the
kings of Persia, 2 ...20 ... Butnow I will return to fight against
the prince of Persia; and when I go out, behold, the prince of
Greece will come. 21But | will tell you what is inscribed in the
book of truth: there is none who contends by my side against
these except Michael, your prince. E
The titles “the prince of the kingdom of Persia” (v. 13, cf.
v. 20) and "the prince of Greece” (v. 20) appear to refer to
demons that exercise great authority in Persia and Greece.
They were combatants against the angel speaking and the
archangel Michael (cf. Rev 12:7-9 3).

Demons are aligned with Satan

Matt 25:41 Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from
me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil
and his angels. 2

Luke 11:14-18 Now he was casting out a demon that was
mute. When the demon had gone out, the mute man spoke,
and the people marveled. 15But some of them said, “He casts
out demons by Beelzebul, the prince of demons,” °while
others, to test him, kept seeking from him a sign from
heaven. 17But he, knowing their thoughts, said to them,
“Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and a
divided household falls. 18And if Satan also is divided against
himself, how will his kingdom stand? For you say that I cast
out demons by Beelzebul.

“Beelzebub” refers to Satan. This passage indicates that
demons belong to Satan’s kingdom.

Eph 2:2 ... in which you once walked, following the course of

this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the

spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— £
As noted earlier, the reference to Satan as “the prince of the
power of the air” probably alludes to him as the ruler and
leader of “the spiritual forces of evil” (NIrV®; cf. NCV) —
primarily demons or evil angels.

Eph 6:11-12 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be
able to stand against the schemes of the devil. >For we do not
wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against
the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly
places. £

This aligns demonic powers (v. 12) with Satan (v. 11).

Rev 12:7-9 Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels
fighting against the dragon. And the dragon and his angels
fought back, 8but he was defeated, and there was no longer

A

any place for them in heaven. °And the great dragon was
thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil
and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown
down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.

Demons are deceitful, propagating what is false

1Tim 4:1-2 Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times
some will depart from the faith by devoting themselves to
deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, 2through the
insincerity of liars whose consciences are seared, ... 2
The fact that the medium of the teachings of demons is
insincere “liars” (v.2a) emphasizes the deceitfulness and
falseness of their teaching (cf. 1Jn 4:1 {).

1Jn 4:1, 6 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the
spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false
prophets have gone out into the world. E ... *We are from
God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from
God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth
and the spirit of error. E
Inv. 1, “spirit” and “spirits” refer to the spirits which inspires
teachers — the real source of their teaching - either the Holy
Spirit or an evil spirit. The false prophets referred to here are
examples of false teachers under the influence of an evil spirit
“of error” (v.6) — "the spirit of deception” (NLT). Demons
show that they are deceitful in using such people to
propagate false teaching.

% Demons can be involved in fortune telling:

Acts 16:16 As we were going to the place of prayer, we were
met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and brought
her owners much gain by fortune-telling. £

It would appear that demons have some knowledge of the
future. Such things as fortune-telling can be used by demons
to bring people under their influence. What demons divulge
of the future is by no means necessarily true, as their
knowledge is not complete and they are deceptive. Note that
if no demon is involved with a particular fortuneteller, then
presumably what the fortuneteller predicts is simply made up
by themself.
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Demons can possess people. ..

See also:

= Demons are evil and powerful spiritual beings, p. 192

Matt 8:28 And when he came to the other side, to the
country of the Gadarenes,® two demon-possessed® men met
him, coming out of the tombs, so fierce that no one could
pass that way.

[

& Some manuscripts Gergesenes; some Gerasenes
h Greek daimonizomai; also verse 33; elsewhere rendered
oppressed by demons

Matt 9:32 As they were going away, behold, a demon-
oppressed man who was mute was brought to him. 5
The term "demon-oppressed” is indicative of a person being

demon-possessed (cf. text note on 8:28a above; AMP, CEV,
GNT, NASB, NCV, NIV, NKJV, NLT).

Mark 7:25 But immediately a woman whose little daughter
had an unclean spirit heard of him and came and fell down at
his feet. 2

Acts 19:13 Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists
undertook to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those
who had evil spirits, saying, “I adjure you by the Jesus whom
Paul proclaims.”

1Sam 18:10 The next day a harmful spirit from God rushed
upon Saul, and he raved within his house while David was
playing the lyre, as he did day by day. Saul had his spear in
his hand.

Matt 12:43-45 “When the unclean spirit has gone out of a
person, it passes through waterless places seeking rest, but
finds none. 44Then it says, ‘I will return to my house from
which I came.” And when it comes, it finds the house empty,
swept, and put in order. *>Then it goes and brings with it
seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and
dwell there, and the last state of that person is worse than the
first. So also will it be with this evil generation.”
This indicates that if people who have been freed of demon
possession do not turn to God and so receive his Holy Spirit,
they are vulnerable to an even worse case of demon
possession (v. 45).

... Demons can cause people they possess much
harm

Matt 12:22 Then a demon-oppressed man who was blind and
mute was brought to him, and he healed him, so that the man
spoke and saw.

The man'’s blindness and muteness were due to the demon
that possessed him (cf. Mark 9:17 1).

Matt 15:22 And behold, a Canaanite woman from that region
came out and was crying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of
David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.”

The girl was “suffering terribly” (NIV®).

Mark 5:2, 5 And when Jesus! had stepped out of the boat,
immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an
unclean spirit. E ... 5Night and day among the tombs and on
the mountains he was always crying out and cutting himself
with stones. g

i Greek he; also verse 9

Mark 9:17-22, 25-27  And someone from the crowd
answered him, “Teacher, [ brought my son to you, for he has
a spirit that makes him mute. *8And whenever it seizes him, it
throws him down, and he foams and grinds his teeth and
becomes rigid. So 1 asked your disciples to cast it out, and
they were not able.” 1°And he answered them, “O faithless
generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to
bear with you? Bring him to me.” 20And they brought the boy
to him. And when the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed
the boy, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming
at the mouth. 21And Jesus asked his father, “How long has this
been happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood. >?And
it has often cast him into fire and into water, to destroy him.
But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and help
us.” 2 ... 25And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running
together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You
mute and deaf spirit, [ command you, come out of him and
never enter him again.” 26And after crying out and convulsing
him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse, so that
most of them said, “He is dead.” ?’But Jesus took him by the
hand and lifted him up, and he arose. £

Luke 9:39 And behold, a spirit seizes him, and he suddenly
cries out. It convulses him so that he foams at the mouth, and
shatters him, and will hardly leave him. E

Note that this is from the parallel passage in Luke to the
extract from Mark 9 above.
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Luke 13:11 And there was a woman who had had a disabling
spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not fully
straighten herself.

t Demons can torment people:

1Sam 16:14 Now the Spirit of the LoRD departed from Saul,
and a harmful spirit from the LORD tormented him. £

Note that it would appear that this evil spirit had been sent
by God as a form of judgment.

Demons both fear and have to submit to God and
Jesus Christ

See also:

» Matt 12:22 ©; Mark 9:25-26 ¢
= a) God Has Control over Evil, p. 272

= Jesus delivered people from demons and Satan —
demonstrating power over evil, p. 560

= Jesus Christ drove out demons . . ., p. 1818

James 2:19 You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the
demons believe—and shudder! g
The demons shudder in fear of God due to his vastly superior
power and threat to them, which will culminate in their
eventual eternal punishment (cf. Matt 8:29 {; Luke 8:31 4;
Demons face eternal punishment, p. 195).

Matt 8:28-29 And when he came to the other side, to the
country of the Gadarenes,) two demon-possessed¥ men met
him, coming out of the tombs, so fierce that no one could
pass that way. 2°And behold, they cried out, “What have you
to do with us, O Son of God? Have you come here to torment us
before the time?” £

I Some manuscripts Gergesenes; some Gerasenes

k Greek daimonizomai; also verse 33; elsewhere rendered

oppressed by demons

The questions originate from the demons possessing the two

men. The tone of the questions — with them crying out (cf.

AMP, GNT, NLT) — and the questions themselves, point to a

deep fear of Jesus Christ.

Mark 3:11 And whenever the unclean spirits saw him, they fell

down before him and cried out, “You are the Son of God.” 2

That the evil spirits fell down before Jesus indicates their
submissiveness to him —and quite probably their fear of him.

Mark 1:25-27 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and
come out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and

A

crying out with a loud voice, came out of him. 27 And they were
all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves,
saying, “What is this? A new teaching with authority! He
commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.”

Luke 8:31-32 And they begged him not to command them to
depart into the abyss. 3?Now a large herd of pigs was feeding
there on the hillside, and they begged him to let them enter
these. So he gave them permission.

The Abyss (v.31) or bottomless pit is understood to be a
prison or abode for demons.

% Demons cannot separate believers from God’s love:

Rom 8:38-39 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor
angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor
powers, 3°nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord. £

The term “rulers” (v. 38) here denotes demons (cf. NIV, NLT).

Demons face eternal punishment

See also:

= Matt 8:29 1; Luke 8:31 ©¢

Matt 25:41 Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from
me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and
his angels. 2
As noted earlier, evil angels are commonly identified with
demons.

2Pet 2:4 Forif God did not spare angels when they sinned, but
cast them into hell' and committed them to chains™ of gloomy
darkness to be kept until the judgment; ...

! Greek Tartarus
mSome manuscripts pits

Jude 1:6 And the angels who did not stay within their own
position of authority, but left their proper dwelling, he has
kept in eternal chains under gloomy darkness until the
judgment of the great day— E
Note that some commentators think that this and the sin of
evil angels spoken of above in 2 Peter 2:4 may refer to
Genesis 6:1-4. It speaks of the “sons of God” who went to the
"daughters of man” and married them - thus sinfully
abandoning their positions of authority and their heavenly
home.
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The term "the host of heaven” here denotes evil spiritual

Isa 24:21-22 On that day the LoRD will punish the host of
forces or "fallen angels” (NLT).

heaven, in heaven, and the kings of the earth, on the earth.
22They will be gathered together as prisoners in a pit; they will
be shut up in a prison, and after many days they will be

ished. £ ..
punished. B Pray for persecuted Christians
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200 6. God's Creation

The formation of the universe is the most astonishing thing
that has ever occurred. The Bible claims that God not only
created the universe, but that he also created everything in
it. Moreover, it claims that God continues to maintain the
universe. If we believe that God is capable of doing all this,
then we should have little trouble in accepting the other
claims that the Bible makes about God.

a) God Made All Things

See also:

» God made and sustains all things through Jesus Christ, p. 214

= The Holy Spirit played a role in creation — and still does,
p.215

Subsections

= God has made all things
= God made the earth . ..
= ... God made the heavens as well as the earth

= Along with making the earth and the heavens, God made
everything in them

= God made light, alongside the darkness

= God made the sky

» God made land and sea - partitioning the land off from the sea
= God made vegetation

= God made the sun, moon and stars

= God made all creatures and people

= Note: All that God makes is good

God has made all things

Isa 44:24a Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, who formed
you from the womb: “I am the LorRD, who made all things ... E

Jer 10:16 Not like these is he who is the portion of Jacob, for
he is the one who formed all things, and Israel is the tribe of
his inheritance; the LORD of hosts is his name. E

Rom 11:36 For from him and through him and to him are all
things. To him be glory forever. Amen.

1Cor 8:6 ... yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom
are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus
Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we
exist.

1Cor 11:12 ... for as woman was made from man, so man is
now born of woman. And all things are from God.

God “brings everything into existence” (GNT).

Eph 3:9 ...and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan
of the mystery hidden for ages in? God who created all
things, ... E

a Or by

1Tim 6:13a I charge you in the presence of God, who gives life
to all things ... E

Heb 2:10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all
things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the
founder of their salvation perfect through suffering.

Heb 3:4 (For every house is built by someone, but the
builder of all things is God.) E

Rev 4:11 “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory
and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your
will they existed and were created.”

Ps 89:12 The north and the south, you have created them;
Tabor and Hermon joyously praise your name. £

This implies that God created everything — i.e. “everything
from north to south” (NIrV®; cf. CEV).

Mark 13:19 For in those days there will be such tribulation
as has not been from the beginning of the creation that God
created until now, and never will be.

God made or created all creation.

Rom 4:17 ... as it is written, “I have made you the father of
many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence
the things that do not exist.

In conjunction with being the one who has created all things,
it is God who will bring into existence the things that do not
yet exist, i.e. that are yet to be created. Paul appears to make
this point in reflecting on both God's promise to Abraham
that he would make him a father of many nations and the
promise’s fulfillment (cf. vw. 16-17).
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% God has made countless things:

Ps 104:24-25 O Lorb, how manifold are your works! In
wisdom have you made them all; the earth is full of your
creatures. *>Here is the sea, great and wide, which teems with
creatures innumerable, living things both small and great. 2

God made the earth ...

1Sam 2:8b For the pillars of the earth are the LORD’s, and on
them he has set the world. E

(I

This somewhat figuratively speaks of God creating all of
planet earth, with its inner “pillars” (cf. Job 38:4, 6 1) upon
which the outer parts are set. See also the comment below
on Psalms 90:2.

Ps 24:1-2 The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof,P
the world and those who dwell therein, 2for he has founded

it upon the seas and established it upon the rivers. E
b Or and all that fills it

Ps 33:8-9 Let all the earth fear the LorD; let all the
inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! °For he spoke,
and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm. E

Ps 90:2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever
you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to
everlasting you are God. £

Note that the reference to both “the earth and the world”

refers both to the earth as a whole and to the productive part
of it in particular (cf. BKC).

Isa 40:28 Have you not known? Have you not heard? The
LoRD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the
earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is

unsearchable. E

Jer 33:2 Thus says the LORD who made the earth,© the LORD
who formed it to establish it—the LORD is his name: ... &

¢ Septuagint; Hebrew it

Job 38:4-6 Where were you when [ laid the foundation of the
earth? Tell me, if you have understanding. >Who determined
its measurements—surely you know! Or who stretched the
line upon it? ®0On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its
cornerstone, ... 2
The rhetorical questions emphasize that it was God who
made the earth. The "line” (v. 5) is a measuring line.

Job 26:7 He stretches out the north over the void and hangs
the earth on nothing.

A

. God made the heavens as well as the earth

In the following verses, “heavens” and "heaven” appear to
refer to the rest of the universe, apart from the earth — as
opposed to the abode of God.

Gen 1:1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the
earth. E

Gen 2:1-2 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and
all the host of them. 2And on the seventh day God finished his
work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day
from all his work that he had done. £

2Chr 2:12 Hiram also said, “Blessed be the LORD God of Israel,
who made heaven and earth, who has given King David a wise
son, who has discretion and understanding, who will build a
temple for the LORD and a royal palace for himself. E

Job 9:8 ...[God] who alone stretched out the heavens and
trampled the waves of the sea; ... B

Job 26:13 By his wind the heavens were made fair; his hand

pierced the fleeing serpent. E

Ps 102:25 Of old you laid the foundation of the earth, and the
heavens are the work of your hands. E

Ps 121:2 My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and
earth. 2

Ps 148:4-5 Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters
above the heavens! SLet them praise the name of the LORD! For
he commanded and they were created. £

In regard to the “waters above the heavens” (v. 4): "It was
believed that the earth and the heavens were surrounded by
water” (CEV text note). See also the comment on Genesis 1:6-
8 in God made the sky, p. 203. In addition to Genesis 1, such
“waters” possibly are also spoken of in Psalms 104:2b-3a —
"... stretching out the heavens like a tent. 3He lays the beams
of his chambers on the waters ..."

Isa 44:24 Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, who formed
you from the womb: “I am the LorRD, who made all things, who
alone stretched out the heavens, who spread out the earth by
myself, ... &

Isa 48:13 My hand laid the foundation of the earth, and my
right hand spread out the heavens; when I call to them, they
stand forth together. E
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Heb 11:3 By faith we understand that the universe was
created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made
out of things that are visible.

2Pet 3:5 For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the
heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of
water and through water by the word of God, ... &
The phrase “by the word of God"” may well refer to how the
heavens came into existence (cf. AMP, CEV, GNT, NASB, NCV,
NIV, NKJV, NLT, NRSV), as well as the earth. For further
comment on this verse see God made all things with his
power, p. 214.

Along with making the earth and the heavens, God
made everything in them

Ex 20:11 For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the
sea, and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day.
Therefore the LoRD blessed the Sabbath day and made it
holy. E
Some believe that these "days” are literally six 24-hour days,
while others take them to indicate six undetermined periods
of time. The fact that God did not make the sun until the
fourth “day” (cf. Gen 1:14-18) arguably supports the latter.

Neh 9:6 4 “You are the LoRD, you alone. You have made
heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth
and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them; and you
preserve all of them; and the host of heaven worships you.

d Septuagint adds And Ezra said

Isa 42:5 Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens
and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what
comes from it, who gives breath to the people on it and spirit
to those who walk in it: ... E

Isa 66:1-2a Thus says the LORD: “Heaven is my throne, and the
earth is my footstool; what is the house that you would build
for me, and what is the place of my rest? 2All these things my
hand has made, and so all these things came to be, declares
the LORD. E
“All these things” (v. 2) probably refers to heaven and earth
and all things in them (cf. CEV, GNT, NCV, NIrV), rather than
simply to heaven and earth.

Acts 14:15b We also are men, of like nature with you, and we
bring you good news, that you should turn from these vain
things to a living God, who made the heaven and the earth and
the sea and all that is in them. 2

A

Eph 3:14-15 For this reason I bow my knees before the
Father, 15from whom every family® in heaven and on earth is
named, ... 2
¢ Or fatherhood; the Greek word patria is closely related to
the word for Father in verse 14
Commentators differ as to whether the phrase “every family”
refers to: believers only; all people (and possibly also all
angels); or all created beings. If it is the latter, then v. 15
reflects the fact that God created all things in heaven and on
earth (cf. NLT). Additionally, the phrase “is named” would
most likely speak of God determining the identity and being
of each creature (cf. CEV, CEV text note).

Rev 10:6 ...and swore by him who lives forever and ever,
who created heaven and what is in it, the earth and what is in
it, and the sea and what is in it, that there would be no more
delay, ... E

God made light, alongside the darkness

See also:

= God controls the cycle of day and night, p. 211

Gen 1:2-5 The earth was without form and void, and
darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God
was hovering over the face of the waters. 34And God said, “Let
there be light,” and there was light. *And God saw that the
light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness.
5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night.
And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

2Cor 4:6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,”
has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. £

The quotation is based on Genesis 1:3 above.

Job 26:10 He has inscribed a circle on the face of the waters
at the boundary between light and darkness.

Ps 74:16  Yours is the day, yours also the night; you have
established the heavenly lights and the sun. &

The context (cf. v. 17) indicates that this may well be alluding
to God's creation of the day and the night (cf. GNT).

Isa 45:7 I form light and create darkness, I make well-being
and create calamity, I am the LoRD, who does all these things.

Possibly this is speaking of God's creation of life and
darkness (cf. NCV) — hence its inclusion here — but his
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ongoing control of the cycle of day and night is probably
primarily in view (cf. CEV, GNT, NLT).

God made the sky

Gen 1:6-8 And God said, “Let there be an expansef in the midst
of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.”
7And God mades the expanse and separated the waters that
were under the expanse from the waters that were above the
expanse. And it was so. 8And God called the expanse Heaven.h
And there was evening and there was morning, the second
day. 2

f Or a canopy; also verses 7, 8, 14, 15,17, 20

8 Or fashioned; also verse 16

h Or Sky; also verses 9, 14, 15, 17, 20, 26, 28, 30; 2:1

The term “Heaven” (v. 8) can here also be translated as “Sky”

(cf. text note). Verses 6-7 may mean that the sky (the

"expanse”) separated the atmospheric waters (or clouds)

from the waters of the earth, or that the earth was enveloped

by a dense layer of moisture (cf. BKC).

Ps 19:1 The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky
abovet proclaims his handiwork. 2

I Hebrew the expanse; compare Genesis 1:6-8

The sky displays God's “marvelous craftsmanship.” (NLT; cf.
NIrV)

Prov 8:27-28 [Wisdom:] When he established the heavens, |
was there; when he drew a circle on the face of the deep,
Z8when he made firm the skies above, when he established
the fountains of the deep, ... E
I The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain
Note that v.27 may be understood as speaking of God
setting "the sky in place” (GNT; cf. NCV) and marking out
“where the sky meets the sea” (NIrV®; cf. CEV), i.e. the
horizon.

Job 26:7 He stretches out the north over the void and hangs
the earth on nothing. £
The “north” denotes the northern sky (cf. AMP, CEV, GNT,
NCV, NIV, NLT). This verse may be referring to God
maintaining the skies as much as to (or rather than) his
creation of them (cf. Isa 45:7 11).

% God established natural phenomena that occur in the sky:
Job 28:25-26 When he gave to the wind its weight and
apportioned the waters by measure, 26when he made a
decree for the rain and a way for the lightning of the
thunder, ... E

A

God made land and sea - partitioning the land off
from the sea

On the third day of creation God made the land and sea —
and also vegetation (as discussed in the following
subsection).

Gen 1:9-10 And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens
be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land
appear.” And it was so. 1°God called the dry land Earth,* and
the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And
God saw that it was good. E

k Or Land; also verses 11, 12, 22, 24, 25, 26, 28, 30; 2:1

Ps 95:5 The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed
the dry land. 2

Jonah 1:9 And he said to them, “I am a Hebrew, and I fear the
LoRD, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land.”

Rev 14:7 And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give
him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and
worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the
springs of water.” E

Prov 3:20 ... by his knowledge the deeps broke open, and the
clouds drop down the dew. E
This appears to be speaking of either the waters coming into

existence (cf. CEV; Job 38:8 1), or being divided up - “the
deeps were broken up” (AMP, NASB, NKJV; cf. NIV).

Job 28:25 When he gave to the wind its weight and
apportioned the waters by measure, ... £

Quite likely "apportioned the waters by measure” is speaking
primarily of God determining “the size of the sea” (GNT).

Job 38:8-11 Or who shut in the sea with doors when it burst

out from the womb, *when I made clouds its garment and

thick darkness its swaddling band, 1%and prescribed limits for

it and set bars and doors, 'and said, ‘Thus far shall you come,

and no farther, and here shall your proud waves be stayed’? 2
Note that “thick darkness its swaddling band” (v. 9) may well
refer to the darkness that initially was over the surface of the
sea (cf. Gen 1:2).

Ps 33:7 Hegathers the waters of the sea as a heap; he puts the
deeps in storehouses. £
This is referring to God gathering the waters at creation (cf.

GNT, NCV, NLT, NRSV), restricting them to particular areas
on the earth.
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Ps 74:17 You have fixed all the boundaries of the earth; you
have made summer and winter. £

Ps 104:5-9 He set the earth on its foundations, so that it
should never be moved. ¢You covered it with the deep as with
a garment; the waters stood above the mountains. At your
rebuke they fled; at the sound of your thunder they took to
flight. 8The mountains rose, the valleys sank down to the place
that you appointed for them. °You set a boundary that they
may not pass, so that they might not again cover the earth. 2

Prov 8:24-29 [Wisdom:] When there were no depths 1 was
brought forth, when there were no springs abounding with
water. %>Before the mountains had been shaped, before the
hills, ] was brought forth, 26before he had made the earth with
its fields, or the first of the dust of the world. ?When he
established the heavens, [ was there; when he drew a circle
on the face of the deep, 2when he made firm the skies above,
when he established' the fountains of the deep, 2°when he
assigned to the sea its limit, so that the waters might not
transgress his command, when he marked out the
foundations of the earth, ... E

! The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain

Verse 26 implies that God made the things mentioned in the
preceding verses.

Jer 5:22 Do you not fear me? declares the LORD. Do you not
tremble before me? I placed the sand as the boundary for the
sea, a perpetual barrier that it cannot pass; though the waves
toss, they cannot prevail; though they roar, they cannot pass
overit. 2

% God forms the mountains:

Amos 4:13  For behold, he who forms the mountains and
creates the wind, and declares to man what is his thought,
who makes the morning darkness, and treads on the heights
of the earth— the LORD, the God of hosts, is his name! &g

God made vegetation

Gen 1:11-13  And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation,
plants™ yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is
their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was
so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed
according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which
is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it
was good. 3And there was evening and there was morning,
the third day. 2

mQOr small plants; also verses 12, 29

A

Gen 2:4-9 These are the generations of the heavens and the
earth when they were created, in the day that the LorD God
made the earth and the heavens. SWhen no bush of the field"
was yet in the land® and no small plant of the field had yet
sprung up—for the LORD God had not caused it to rain on the
land, and there was no man to work the ground, ¢and a mistP
was going up from the land and was watering the whole face
of the ground— 7then the LoRD God formed the man of dust
from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of
life, and the man became a living creature. 8And the LORD God
planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the
man whom he had formed. °And out of the ground the LORD
God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight
and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the
garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. §

" Or open country

° Or earth; also verse 6

P Or spring

Ps 104:14-16 You cause the grass to grow for the livestock and
plants for man to cultivate, that he may bring forth food from
the earth °and wine to gladden the heart of man, oil to make
his face shine and bread to strengthen man’s heart. 16The
trees of the LORD are watered abundantly, the cedars of
Lebanon that he planted. E

This speaks of God's ongoing formation of plant life,
reflective of his initial creation of it.

¥ God gave the plants for food to humans and other
creatures:

Gen 1:29-30 And God said, “Behold, I have given you every
plantyielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every
tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 3°And
to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and
to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the
breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it
was so. £

God made the sun, moon and stars

See also:
» God controls the cycle of day and night, p. 211

Genesis 1 indicates that God made “light” on the first “"day”
(vv. 3-5), but did not make the sun and stars until the fourth
“day” (vv. 14-18). There are different explanations for this.
Possibly these entities were made from that through which
God first provided light and first marked off each “day” (cf.
v. 5); i.e. the fourth “day” may speak of the source of light
being made into the sun and stars. That God “separated the
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light from the darkness” (v.4) after having earlier created
light (v.3) also suggests that the source of light has not
always been in the same form.

Gen 1:14-19 And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse
of the heavens to separate the day from the night. And let them
be for signs and for seasons,d and for days and years, Sand let
them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon
the earth.” And it was so. '*And God made the two great
lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to
rule the night—and the stars. 7And God set them in the
expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18to rule over
the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the
darkness. And God saw that it was good. °And there was
evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 2

1 Or appointed times

The "two great lights” (v. 16) are the sun and the moon.

Job 9:9 ... [God] who made the Bear and Orion, the Pleiades
and the chambers of the south; ... E

The “chambers of the south” may well refer to the southern
star constellations (cf. NCV, NIV, NLT).

Ps 8:3 When Ilook at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, ... E

Ps 19:4b In them [the heavens] he has set a tent for the sun, ...

The use of “tent” speaks of God making a home for the sun
in the heavens (cf. GNT, NCV, NLT). Perhaps, more
specifically, it poetically depicts a place from which the sun
rises each day (cf. v. 5).

Ps 33:6 By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, and
by the breath of his mouth all their host. 2

Ps 74:16 Yours is the day, yours also the night; you have
established the heavenly lights and the sun. £

Ps 136:3, 7-9 Give thanks to the Lord of lords, for his
steadfast love endures forever; £ ... 7to him who made the
great lights, for his steadfast love endures forever; 8the sun
to rule over the day, for his steadfast love endures forever;
9the moon and stars to rule over the night, for his steadfast
love endures forever; ... £

Ps 147:4 He determines the number of the stars; he gives to
all of them their names.

This may well be speaking of God'’s creation of the stars (cf.
CEV, GNT) — particularly as it speaks of God naming them —

although alternatively his control over the display of the stars
each night could be in view.

Ps 148:3, 5 Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all you
shining stars! § ... Let them praise the name of the LoRD!
For he commanded and they were created. E

Isa 40:26 Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created
these? He who brings out their host by number, calling them
all by name, by the greatness of his might, and because he is
strong in power not one is missing. £
The phrase “created these” refers to the stars (cf. CEV, GNT,
NCV, NLT), with God’s control of their appearance each night
subsequently spoken of.

James 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from
above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom
there is no variation or shadow due to change.r £

r Some manuscripts variation due to a shadow of turning

The title "the Father of lights” speaks of God as the “Creator
of the sun, moon, and stars” (NCV™: cf. CEV, GNT, NLT).

% God created the seasons:

Ps 74:17 You have fixed all the boundaries of the earth; you
have made summer and winter. E

Note that Genesis 1:14 above also points to God creating the
seasons. Additionally, see God controls the seasons, p. 212.

God made all creatures and people

See also:

= Along with making the earth and the heavens, God made
everything in them, p. 202

» /. God’s Creation of People, p. 223

On the fifth day of creation God made the sea creatures and
the birds. On the sixth day God made the land creatures and
people.

Gen 1:20-27 And God said, “Let the waters swarm with
swarms of living creatures, and let birdss fly above the earth
across the expanse of the heavens.” ?1So God created the great
sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with which
the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged
bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.
22And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and
fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.”
23And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth
day. ?*And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures
according to their kinds—livestock and creeping things and
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beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so.
25And God made the beasts of the earth according to their
kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and
everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind.
And God saw that it was good. 26Then God said, “Let us make
mant in our image, after our likeness. And let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the
heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and
over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27So God
created man in his own image, in the image of God he created
him; male and female he created them. £

s Or flying things; see Leviticus 11:19-20

t The Hebrew word for man (adam) is the generic term for

mankind and becomes the proper name Adam

Gen 2:7,19-24 ... then the LORD God formed the man of dust
from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of
life, and the man became a living creature. g ... ?’Now out of
the ground the LORD God had formed" every beast of the field
and every bird of the heavens and brought them to the man
to see what he would call them. And whatever the man called
every living creature, that was its name. 2°The man gave
names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to
every beast of the field. But for Adam" there was not found a
helper fit for him. 21So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall
upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and
closed up its place with flesh. 22And the rib that the LORD God
had taken from the man he made" into a woman and brought
her to the man. 23Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my
bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman,
because she was taken out of Man.” 2*Therefore a man shall
leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and
they shall become one flesh. £

u Or And out of the ground the LorD God formed

v Or the man

W Hebrew built

X The Hebrew words for woman (ishshah) and man (ish)

sound alike

Note that v. 24 speaks of a husband and wife being "one
flesh” just as the first man and woman had been (v. 23).

Job 40:15 Behold, Behemoth,Y which I made as I made you; he
eats grass like an ox. £

¥ Alarge animal, exact identity unknown

Ps 8:6-8 You have given him dominion over the works of
your hands; you have put all things under his feet, 7all sheep
and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, 8the birds of the
heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the
paths of the seas.

A

Ps 104:24-26 O LorD, how manifold are your works! In
wisdom have you made them all; the earth is full of your
creatures. 5Here is the sea, great and wide, which teems with
creatures innumerable, living things both small and great.
26There go the ships, and Leviathan, which you formed to play
init? £

z Or you formed to play with

The Leviathan (v. 26) apparently refers to a large animal of

the sea — possibly the crocodile.

Jer 27:5 It is I who by my great power and my outstretched
arm have made the earth, with the men and animals that are
on the earth, and I give it to whomever it seems right to me.

¥ God gives plants, creatures and inanimate objects
different bodies and kinds of glory as he determines:

1Cor 15:37-41 And what you sow is not the body that is to be,
but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain.
38But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of
seed its own body. 3°For not all flesh is the same, but there is
one kind for humans, another for animals, another for birds,
and another for fish. ®“There are heavenly bodies and earthly
bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is of one kind, and the
glory of the earthly is of another. ' There is one glory of the
sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the
stars; for star differs from star in glory.

The "earthly bodies” (v.40) quite possibly refers to such
things as mountains and bodies of water.

Note: All that God makes is good

1Tim 4:4-5 For everything created by God is good, and
nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving,
5for it is made holy by the word of God and prayer. £

In both v. 4 and in the following passage from Genesis 1, the
word “good” probably entails more than simply excellence. It
would seem to also indicate that all of creation was made as

God intended, in accordance with his will — i.e. it turned out
as he had planned. Here (v. 4) the context also implies moral
goodness.

Gen 1:3-4, 10, 12, 17-18, 21, 25, 31a And God said, “Let there
be light,” and there was light. *And God saw that the light was
good. And God separated the light from the darkness. E ...
10God called the dry land Earth,2 and the waters that were
gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was
good. 2 ... ?The earth brought forth vegetation, plants
yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing
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fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And
God saw that it was good. ... 7And God set them in the
expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 8to rule
over the day and over the night, and to separate the light
from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. E ... ?'So
God created the great sea creatures and every living creature
that moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their
kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God
saw that it was good. E ... 25And God made the beasts of the
earth according to their kinds and the livestock according to
their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground
according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 2 .
31And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it
was very good. £

a Or Land; also verses 11,12, 22, 24, 25, 26, 28, 30; 2:1

Ps 139:14 [ praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully
made.® Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well.

b Or for I am fearfully set apart

Matt 6:28-29 And why are you anxious about clothing?
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither
toil nor spin, 2°yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was
not arrayed like one of these. £

Eccl 3:11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also,
he has put eternity into man’s heart, yet so that he cannot
find out what God has done from the beginning to the end.

The suitability of this verse for this subsection is certainly
debatable. Some commentators consider it to be speaking of
the beauty of everything God has made - the reason for its
inclusion here. However more often it is considered to mean
that God has a designated time for every activity in which
each activity is "appropriate” (NASB) — God "has set the right
time for everything” (GNT; cf. CEV, NCV).

Eccl 7:29 See, this alone I found, that God made man upright,
but they have sought out many schemes. g

As with all creation, God's creation of humankind was good,
one aspect of which was moral uprightness — something
which they have lost.

% The goodness of light and the sun:

Eccl 11:7 Light is sweet, and it is pleasant for the eyes to see
the sun. E

Pray for persecuted Christians

b) God Maintains Creation

See also:

» God made and sustains all things through Jesus Christ, p. 214

= The Holy Spirit played a role in creation — and still does,
p. 215

= Creation and God'’s control over it show his power and
wisdom to be incomparable . . ., p. 220

» b) God Has Control over Nature, p. 276

Subsections

= Every creature’s life is dependent on God
= God provides food for all creatures
= God sends rain on the earth, making it productive
= God's provision of rain and food is abundant . . .
.. God's provision satisfies his creation
= God regulates all aspects of the weather
= God controls the cycle of day and night
= God controls the seasons
= God regulates and maintains the other aspects of nature

= Note: God made the earth and all creation to last

Every creature’s life is dependent on God

See also:

= Note: The life of every person is in God'’s hands, p. 293

Job 12:10 In his hand is the life of every living thing and the
breath of all mankind. 2

Neh 9:6 ¢ “You are the LORD, you alone. You have made

heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth

and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them; and you

preserve all of them; and the host of heaven worships you. g
¢ Septuagint adds And Ezra said

The phrase "you preserve all of them” may well include all the
creatures referred to in the heavens, earth and seas. Note
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that it is often translated to mean that God gives life to all of
them (cf. CEV, GNT, NASB, NCV, NIV, NLT, NRSV).

Job 10:12 You have granted me life and steadfast love, and
your care has preserved my spirit. £
Following on from speaking of God creating him (cf. vv. 8-
12a), the last clause here may be referring to God's
preserving Job's life as he does everyone everyday; hence the
verse’s inclusion here. Alternatively, Job may be speaking of
how God has cared for him in particular.

Ps 36:6 Your righteousness is like the mountains of God;
your judgments are like the great deep; man and beast you
save, O LORD. E

The last clause speaks of people and animals being under

God's care (cf. CEV, GNT, NCV, NLT). It can be translated as:
“You preserve man and beast.” (AMP, NASB; cf. NIV).

Job 34:14-15 If he should set his heart to it and gather to
himself his spirit and his breath, 'Sall flesh would perish
together, and man would return to dust. 2

All flesh is reliant on God's “spirit and ... breath” to stay alive.

Ps 104:29-30 When you hide your face, they are dismayed;
when you take away their breath, they die and return to their
dust. 3%When you send forth your Spirit,d they are created, and
you renew the face of the ground. E
4 Or breath
The phrase "hide your face” (v. 29) or “turn away” (CEV, GNT,
NCV, NLT) is used to express God's apparent removal of his
favour and care, evidenced by the loss of his provision or
blessings. This naturally causes any creature to be terrified,
being dependant on his provision. Verse 30 implies that the
ongoing reproduction of creatures is dependent on God.

Acts 17:28 ...for “In him we live and move and have our
being’;e as even some of your own poets have said, “For we
are indeed his offspring.’f

¢ Probably from Epimenides of Crete
f From Aratus’s poem “Phainomena”

In the first quotation Paul appears to be citing the Cretan

poet Epimenides to illustrate that our existence and its
continuation depends on God.

Rom 11:36 For from him and through him and to him are all
things. To him be glory forever. Amen. £

In this context “through him... are all things” may mean that
all things continue to exist through God — in which case the
verse is applicable to this subsection. Alternatively, it may be
speaking of all things being created through him. The same

applies to the phrase "by whom all things exist” in the
following verse from Hebrews 2:10.

Heb 2:10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom
all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make
the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering.

% No creature dies apart from God'’s will:

Matt 10:29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?& And not
one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father.

8 Greek assarion, Roman copper coin (Latin quadrans)
worth about 1/16 of a denarius (which was a day’s wage
for a laborer)

God provides food for all creatures
See also:

= |sa 55:10 &; Zec 10:1 &

Ps 136:25 ... he who gives food to all flesh, for his steadfast
love endures forever. £

Ps 145:15 The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their
food in due season. E

The reference appears to be to all living things (cf. v. 16; GNT,
NCV, NIrV).

Ps 104:24, 27-28 0O LorD, how manifold are your works! In
wisdom have you made them all; the earth is full of your
creatures. £ ...%"These all look to you, to give them their food
in due season. 28When you give it to them, they gather it up;
when you open your hand, they are filled with good things.

Job 38:41 Who provides for the raven its prey, when its young
ones cry to God for help, and wander about for lack of food?

Ps 104:21 The young lions roar for their prey, seeking their
food from God. E

Ps 147:9 He gives to the beasts their food, and to the young
ravens that cry. E

Eccl 2:24-25 There is nothing better for a person than that
he should eat and drink and find enjoyment® in his toil. This
also, I saw, is from the hand of God, ?>for apart from him' who
can eat or who can have enjoyment? 2

h Or and make his soul see good

I Some Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, Syriac; most
Hebrew manuscripts apart from me
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Hos 2:8 And she did not know that it was I who gave her the
grain, the wine, and the oil, and who lavished on her silver
and gold, which they used for Baal. E

This is speaking of Israel, and points to the fact that God
provides food for people.

Matt 6:26 Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor
reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds
them. Are you not of more value than they? £

The implication is that God supplies food for humans, just as
he does for less valuable creatures.

Luke 11:3 Give us each day our daily bread,) ... E
i Or our bread for tomorrow

This points to people being ultimately dependent on God for
daily provisions.

Acts 17:25 ... nor is he served by human hands, as though he
needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life
and breath and everything. E

2Cor 9:10 He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for
food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and
increase the harvest of your righteousness. 2

Paul is referring to God as the one who supplies seed and
food, to illustrate that God would also supply the Corinthians
with what they needed to produce a harvest from their
righteousness, expressed in their generosity (cf. v. 11).

% God created foods to be received with thanksgiving:

1Tim 4:3 ... who forbid marriage and require abstinence
from foods that God created to be received with thanksgiving
by those who believe and know the truth. £

God sends rain on the earth, making it productive

Sending rain on the earth, making it productive, is of course
one of the key ways that God provides food for all creatures
(as per the previous subsection) and maintains creation.

Job 5:10 ... he gives rain on the earth and sends waters on the
fields; ... E

Job 37:11-13  He loads the thick cloud with moisture; the
clouds scatter his lightning. 2They turn around and around
by his guidance, to accomplish all that he commands them on
the face of the habitable world. 1*Whether for correction or for
his land or for love, he causes it to happen.

Jer 14:22 Are there any among the false gods of the nations
that can bring rain? Or can the heavens give showers? Are you
not he, O LORD our God? We set our hope on you, for you do all
these things. E

Amos 9:6 ...who builds his upper chambers in the heavens
and founds his vault upon the earth; who calls for the waters
of the sea and pours them out upon the surface of the earth—
the LORD is his name. 2

Matt 5:45 ... so that you may be sons of your Father who is
in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the
good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. g

Lev 26:4 ...then I will give you your rains in their season, and
the land shall yield its increase, and the trees of the field shall
yield their fruit. E
Note that this and the following verses refer to how God
sending rain on the earth makes it productive. A number of
the verses in the following two subsections likewise speak of
this.

Ps 147:8 He covers the heavens with clouds; he prepares rain
for the earth; he makes grass grow on the hills. E

Isa 55:10 For as the rain and the snow come down from
heaven and do not return there but water the earth, making it
bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to
the eater, ... 2

Zec 10:1 Ask rain from the LORD in the season of the spring
rain, from the LORD who makes the storm clouds, and he will
give them showers of rain, to everyone the vegetation in the

field. &

God'’s provision of rain and food is abundant . ..

See also:

= Ps 132:15 &

Job 36:27-28, 31 For he draws up the drops of water; they
distill his mist in rain, 28which the skies pour down and drop
on mankind abundantly. E ... 3'For by these he judges
peoples; he gives food in abundance. E

Ps 36:8 They feast on the abundance of your house, and you
give them drink from the river of your delights. £
The term "your house” denotes the earth — God's estate. The

latter term “the river of delights” quite possibly refers to the
constant flow of God's delightful provisions.
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Ps 65:9-13 You visit the earth and water it* you greatly
enrich it; the river of God is full of water; you provide their
grain, for so you have prepared it. 1°You water its furrows
abundantly, settling its ridges, softening it with showers, and
blessing its growth. 'You crown the year with your bounty;
your wagon tracks overflow with abundance. 2The pastures
of the wilderness overflow, the hills gird themselves with joy,
3the meadows clothe themselves with flocks, the valleys deck
themselves with grain, they shout and sing together for joy.

kK Or and make it overflow

Ps 68:9 Rain in abundance, O God, you shed abroad; you
restored your inheritance as it languished; ... E

Note that here “inheritance” refers to the Promised land.

Ps 104:16 The trees of the LORD are watered abundantly, the
cedars of Lebanon that he planted. E

Joel 2:22-24 Fear not, you beasts of the field, for the pastures
of the wilderness are green; the tree bears its fruit; the fig tree
and vine give their full yield. 23“Be glad, O children of Zion,
and rejoice in the LORD your God, for he has given the early
rain for your vindication; he has poured down for you
abundant rain, the early and the latter rain, as before. 24“The
threshing floors shall be full of grain; the vats shall overflow
with wine and oil.

This speaks of God's abundant renewal of the land after a
devastating locust plague sent as a judgment on Israel.

1Tim 6:17 As for the rich in this present age, charge them not
to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of
riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to
enjoy.
Note that “everything” refers to more than just food,
encompassing all that we need and more.

Gen 27:28 May God give you of the dew of heaven and of the
fatness of the earth and plenty of grain and wine. 2

Note that “the dew of heaven” may be poetically speaking of
rain (cf. NCV) rather than simply dew.

... God’s provision satisfies his creation

See also:

... God satisfies his people’s physical needs, p. 928

Deut 11:13-15 And if you will indeed obey my
commandments that I command you today, to love the LORD

A

your God, and to serve him with all your heart and with all
your soul, *he! will give the rain for your land in its season,
the early rain and the later rain, that you may gather in your
grain and your wine and your oil. 1>And he will give grass in
your fields for your livestock, and you shall eat and be full.

I Samaritan, Septuagint, Vulgate; Hebrew [; also verse 15

Job 38:25-27 Who has cleft a channel for the torrents of rain
and a way for the thunderbolt, %6to bring rain on a land where
no man is, on the desert in which there is no man, ?’to satisfy
the waste and desolate land, and to make the ground sprout
with grass? E

Job 38:39-40 Canyou hunt the prey for the lion, or satisfy the
appetite of the young lions, ““when they crouch in their dens
or lie in wait in their thicket? E

Ps 104:10-15 You make springs gush forth in the valleys; they
flow between the hills; 1'they give drink to every beast of the
field; the wild donkeys quench their thirst. 2Beside them the
birds of the heavens dwell; they sing among the branches.
BFrom your lofty abode you water the mountains; the earth is
satisfied with the fruit of your work. *You cause the grass to
grow for the livestock and plants for man to cultivate, that he
may bring forth food from the earth >and wine to gladden the
heart of man, oil to make his face shine and bread to
strengthen man’s heart. E

As well as being stated in vv. 11, 13 (cf. v. 28 1), the fact that

God'’s provision satisfies his creation appears to be implied

or reflected in vv. 12, 15.

Ps 104:27-28 These all look to you, to give them their food

in due season. 2When you give it to them, they gather it up;

when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. 2
Being “filled” with good things is indicative of being satisfied
(cf. Ps 107:9 1).

Ps 107:9 For he satisfies the longing soul, and the hungry soul
he fills with good things. E

Ps 132:15 [ will abundantly bless her [Zion's] provisions; [ will
satisfy her poor with bread. E

Ps 145:16 You open your hand; you satisfy the desire of every
living thing. 2

Acts 14:17 Yet he did not leave himself without witness, for
he did good by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful
seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.
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God regulates all aspects of the weather

Job 36:27-30 For he draws up the drops of water; they distill
his mist in rain, *8which the skies pour down and drop on
mankind abundantly. 2°Can anyone understand the spreading
of the clouds, the thunderings of his pavilion? 3°Behold, he
scatters his lightning about him and covers the roots of the
sea. E

Job 37:6, 9-10 For to the snow he says, ‘Fall on the earth,’
likewise to the downpour, his mighty downpour. E ... °From
its chamber comes the whirlwind, and cold from the scattering
winds. 19By the breath of God ice is given, and the broad waters
are frozen fast. g
The “breath of God" (v. 10) refers to the cold driving winds
(v.9), alluding to God ultimately being their source and/or
his control over them.

Job 38:28-29 Has the rain a father, or who has begotten the
drops of dew? 2°From whose womb did the ice come forth, and
who has given birth to the frost of heaven?

This is implying that God is the one who does all this and/or
that as the one who designed these things, he alone fully
comprehends such phenomena (cf. v. 18).

Ps 77:17-18 The clouds poured out water; the skies gave forth
thunder; your arrows flashed on every side. 18 The crash of your
thunder was in the whirlwind; your lightnings lighted up the
world; the earth trembled and shook. 2

This speaks of God being behind a mighty thunderstorm.

Ps 147:16-18 He gives snow like wool; he scatters hoarfrost
like ashes. 17He hurls down his crystals of ice like crumbs; who
can stand before his cold? 18He sends out his word, and melts
them; he makes his wind blow and the waters flow. 2

The “waters” (v. 18) most likely refers to “streams” (CEV)

resulting from God firstly melting his snow and ice, and then
stirring up his wind.

Jer 10:13 When he utters his voice, there is a tumult of waters
in the heavens, and he makes the mist rise from the ends of the
earth. He makes lightning for the rain, and he brings forth the
wind from his storehouses. E

Amos 4:13 For behold, he who forms the mountains and
creates the wind, and declares to man what is his thought,
who makes the morning darkness, and treads on the heights
of the earth— the LORD, the God of hosts, is his name! &

God controls the cycle of day and night

See also:

= Amos 4:13 ¢
= Gen 8:22 &; Ps 104:19 &

Ps 104:20 You make darkness, and it is night, when all the
beasts of the forest creep about.

Ps 74:16  Yours is the day, yours also the night; you have
established the heavenly lights and the sun. §

This points to God's dominion and control over day and
night.

Jer 31:35 Thus says the LORD, who gives the sun for light by
day and the fixed order of the moon and the stars for light by
night, who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar— the LORD
of hosts is his name: ... E

Jer 33:20-21 Thus says the LorD: If you can break my
covenant with the day and my covenant with the night, so that
day and night will not come at their appointed time, ?then
also my covenant with David my servant may be broken, so
that he shall not have a son to reign on his throne, and my
covenant with the Levitical priests my ministers. £

The implication is that God’s covenant or "agreement” (CEV,

NCV) with the day and night cannot be broken, with them

always coming at “their appointed time” (v. 20).

Amos 5:8 He who made the Pleiades and Orion, and turns
deep darkness into the morning and darkens the day into
night, who calls for the waters of the sea and pours them out
on the surface of the earth, the LORD is his name; ... E

Isa 45:7 [ form light and create darkness, | make well-being
and create calamity, I am the LorD, who does all these things.

Matt 5:45 ... so that you may be sons of your Father who is
in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the
good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. £

Ps 19:4b-6 In them [the heavens] he has set a tent for the sun,
Swhich comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, and,
like a strong man, runs its course with joy. élts rising is from
the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them, and
there is nothing hidden from its heat. £

This may well refer to God's control over — or at least his
lasting design of — the daily course of the sun.
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Isa 40:26 Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created
these? He who brings out their host by number, calling them
all by name, by the greatness of his might, and because he is
strong in power not one is missing.

This points to God's control over the commencement of each

night, speaking of God controlling the appearance of the
stars each night.

Job 38:12-13 Have you commanded the morning since your
days began, and caused the dawn to know its place, 3that it
might take hold of the skirts of the earth, and the wicked be
shaken out of it? E

God controls the seasons

Gen 8:22 While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold
and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease.

God's promise that these things will continue is indicative of
his control over them.

Ps 104:19 He made the moon to mark the seasons;™ the sun
knows its time for setting. £
mQOr the appointed times (compare Genesis 1:14)

The context shows (cf. v. 20 {¥) — that it is God who causes
these things to happen.

Job 38:31-32 Can you bind the chains of the Pleiades or loose
the cords of Orion? 32Can you lead forth the Mazzaroth™ in
their season, or can you guide the Bear with its children? E

n Probably the name of a constellation

God'’s control over the seasons is reflected in the regulated
variations in the appearance of the star constellations (cf. text
note). The “Bear with its children” most likely refers to the
constellations commonly called the Big Dipper and the Little
Dipper (cf. CEV, NIrV).

Jer 5:24 They do not say in their hearts, ‘Let us fear the LORD
our God, who gives the rain in its season, the autumn rain and
the spring rain, and keeps for us the weeks appointed for the
harvest. £

Dan 2:21 He changes times and seasons; he removes kings
and sets up kings; he gives wisdom to the wise and
knowledge to those who have understanding; ...
The appropriateness of including this reference here is
debatable, as it is more likely figuratively speaking primarily
of God determining “the course of world events” (NLT; cf.
NCV), as opposed to the year's four seasons.

God regulates and maintains the other aspects of
nature

See also:

= God has power over all aspects of nature, including: the
earth; the skies; . . ., p. 257

= ... and the waters, p. 258
= b) God Has Control over Nature, p. 276

Gen 9:13 [ have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign
of the covenant between me and the earth.

The "bow” is the rainbow.

Ps 75:3 When the earth totters, and all its inhabitants, it is |
who keep steady its pillars. Selah E

The psalmist most likely is speaking figuratively of God's
control amidst the institutions of the earth and its people
being in turmoil. However some commentators interpret this
more literally as referring to earthquakes and the distress
they cause amongst people, with God holding firm the
foundations of the earth amidst such turmoil. The verse
certainly at least reflects God's control over these things —
hence its inclusion here.

Isa 51:15 [ am the LoRD your God, who stirs up the sea so that
its waves roar— the LORD of hosts is his name. £

Jer 33:25-26 Thus says the LorD: If I have not established my
covenant with day and night and the fixed order of heaven and
earth, 2¢then I will reject the offspring of Jacob and David my
servant and will not choose one of his offspring to rule over
the offspring of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. For I will restore
their fortunes and will have mercy on them. E

God has established and also maintains “the fixed order” —

the laws of nature — regulating the sky and earth (cf. CEV,

GNT, NCV, NLT).

Matt 6:28-29 And why are you anxious about clothing?
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil
nor spin, ?°yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not
arrayed like one of these. 2

This illustrates that God maintains plant life.
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Note: God made the earth and all creation to last

See also:

= The present heavens and earth will pass away . . ., p. 726

= .. The devastation of the heavens and earth in association
with God'’s judgment of the wicked, p. 727

= God will create new heavens and a new earth, p. 728

Ps 78:69 He built his sanctuary like the high heavens, like
the earth, which he has founded forever. 2

Ps 96:10 Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns! Yes, the
world is established; it shall never be moved; he will judge the

peoples with equity.” E

As with Psalms 104:5 below, this appears to be speaking of
the earth being firmly secure, not being able to be moved or
“shaken” (CEV, NLT). But note that some commentators
understand “world” in this context more generally as the
world order, under God's reign.

Ps 104:5 He set the earth on its foundations, so that it should
never be moved. £

Ps 119:90 Your faithfulness endures to all generations; you
have established the earth, and it stands fast. 2

Ps 148:3-6 Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all you
shining stars! *Praise him, you highest heavens, and you
waters above the heavens! SLet them praise the name of the
LorD! For he commanded and they were created. °And he
established them forever and ever; he gave a decree, and it
shall not pass away.°

° Or it shall not be transgressed

Eccl 1:4-7 A generation goes, and a generation comes, but the
earth remains forever. 5The sun rises, and the sun goes down,
and hastensP to the place where it rises. The wind blows to the
south and goes around to the north; around and around goes
the wind, and on its circuits the wind returns. "All streams run
to the sea, but the sea is not full; to the place where the streams
flow, there they flow again. 2
P Or and returns panting

Verses 5-7 speak of the never ending cyclic nature of these
aspects of God's creation.

Pray for persecuted Christians

¢) How God Made and Maintains Creation

Subsections

= God made all things with his wisdom

= God made all things with his power

= God made and maintains all things by his word or command
= God made and sustains all things through Jesus Christ

= The Holy Spirit played a role in creation — and still does

God made all things with his wisdom

See also:

= Creation and God'’s control over it show his power and
wisdom to be incomparable . . ., p. 220

= ... God made this point very clear to Job, p. 221

Ps 104:24 O Lorp, how manifold are your works! In wisdom
have you made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. £

Ps 136:5 ...to him who by understanding made the heavens,
for his steadfast love endures forever; ... E

Prov 3:19-20 The LOoRD by wisdom founded the earth; by
understanding he established the heavens; ?°by his knowledge
the deeps broke open, and the clouds drop down the dew. E

Prov 8:27-30 [Wisdom:] When he established the heavens, |
was there; when he drew a circle on the face of the deep,
28when he made firm the skies above, when he establishedd the
fountains of the deep, 2>when he assigned to the sea its limit,
so that the waters might not transgress his command, when
he marked out the foundations of the earth, 3°then I was beside
him, like a master workman, and | was daily his* delight,
rejoicing before him always, ... 2

9 The meaning of the Hebrew is uncertain

r Or daily filled with

Here God's wisdom is personified and speaks of its presence

and role in creation.

Jer 10:12 It is he who made the earth by his power, who
established the world by his wisdom, and by his understanding
stretched out the heavens. 2
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God made all things with his power

See also:

= Jer10:12 ©

= Creation attests to God's power, p. 220

Ps 65:5-6 By awesome deeds you answer us with
righteousness, O God of our salvation, the hope of all the
ends of the earth and of the farthest seas; ¢the one who by his
strength established the mountains, being girded with
might; ... E

Jer 27:5 It is I who by my great power and my outstretched
arm have made the earth, with the men and animals that are
on the earth, and I give it to whomever it seems right to me.

The term “outstretched arm” (cf. Jer 32:17 1) depicts God's
strength.

Jer 32:17 Ah, Lord Gob! It is you who have made the heavens
and the earth by your great power and by your outstretched
arm! Nothing is too hard for you. B

Jer 51:15a “It is he who made the earth by his power ... E

God made and maintains all things by his word or
command

See also:

= Heb 1:3a &; John 1:1-4, 10 &
= Note: God acts by his word, p. 315

Gen 1:3, 9, 11, 14-15, 24 And God said, “Let there be light,” and
there was light. 2 ...°And God said, “Let the waters under the
heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry
land appear.” And itwas so. E ...1'And God said, “Let the earth
sprout vegetation, plantss yielding seed, and fruit trees
bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind,
on the earth.” And it was so. 2 ...1*And God said, “Let there be
lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from
the night. And let them be for signs and for seasons,* and for
days and years, 1Sand let them be lights in the expanse of the
heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 2 ...%*And
God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according
to their kinds—Ilivestock and creeping things and beasts of the
earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. 2

$ Or small plants; also verses 12, 29
t Or appointed times

"God said” occurs nine times in Genesis 1, largely in
introducing the making of the various aspects of creation,
emphasizing that God made all things by his word or
command.

Ps 33:6, 9 By the word of the LORD the heavens were made,
and by the breath of his mouth all their host. £ ... °For he
spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm. E

Ps 148:3-5 Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all you
shining stars! #Praise him, you highest heavens, and you
waters above the heavens! SLet them praise the name of the
Lorb! For he commanded and they were created.

Heb 11:3 By faith we understand that the universe was
created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made
out of things that are visible. E

2Pet 3:5 For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the

heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of

water and through water by the word of God, ... E
The clause “the earth was formed out of water” is often
thought to have Genesis 1:9 in view, which says that God
commanded that the water covering the earth "be gathered
together into one place, and let the dry land appear”. The
phrase, “through water”, may well indicate that God formed
the other parts of creation with water, one of the first
elements he created.

Ps 147:15-18 He sends out his command to the earth; his word
runs swiftly. 1®He gives snow like wool; he scatters hoarfrost
like ashes. 7He hurls down his crystals of ice like crumbs;
who can stand before his cold? 8He sends out his word, and
melts them; he makes his wind blow and the waters flow. £

This and Job 37:11-12 below suggest that in addition to

creating all things by his command, God continues to control
nature (vv. 16-17a, 18b) through his command (vv. 15, 18a).

Job 37:11-12 He loads the thick cloud with moisture; the
clouds scatter his lightning. 2They turn around and around
by his guidance, to accomplish all that he commands them on
the face of the habitable world. E

God made and sustains all things through Jesus
Christ

Heb 1:2-3a, 10 ... but in these last days he has spoken to us
by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through
whom also he created the world. 3He is the radiance of the
glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he
upholds the universe by the word of his power. g ... 19And,
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“You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning,
and the heavens are the work of your hands; ... £

The quotation in v. 10 is attributed to God, as addressing
Jesus Christ — i.e. it is here applied to Jesus Christ.

John 1:1-4, 10 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the
beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and
without him was not any thing made that was made. *In him
was life,* and the life was the light of men. £ ... 1°He was in
the world, and the world was made through him, yet the
world did not know him.

v Or was not any thing made. That which has been made
was life in him

“In him was life” (v.4) is possibly referring primarily to
physical life (cf. text note), following on from v. 3. However it
may well simultaneously be alluding to spiritual or eternal
life. (Similar comments are made below on 1 Corinthians 8:6
and Acts 3:15a.) Note that this passage may in a sense
associate Jesus Christ, “the Word"” (v. 1), with God's spoken
word through which all things were created (as per the
previous subsection). Such an assertion is perhaps supported
by the opening phrase, “In the beginning”, echoing the
opening phrase of the account of creation in Genesis (cf. Gen
1:1 8). However, Hebrews 1:3a above speaks of Jesus Christ
sustaining creation by his “word”, suggesting that such uses
of God'’s "word” may be in a similar vein.

1Cor 8:6 ...yet for us there is one God, the Father, from
whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord,
Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom
we exist. £

The phrase “through whom we exist” may well speak of Jesus
Christ's role in creation (like the preceding clause) or of his
role in preserving or sustaining creation.

Col 1:16-17 For by¥ him all things were created, in heaven and
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions
or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him
and for him. 7And he is before all things, and in him all things
hold together. E

v That is, by means of; or in

The final clause, “in him all things hold together” (v. 17),
refers to Jesus Christ's work in sustaining creation — i.e. "he
holds all creation together” (NLT); “all things continue
because of him” (NCV™).

Acts 3:15 ...and you killed the Author of life, whom God
raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. E

The title "the Author of life” may be referring to Jesus Christ's
role in creation — hence this verse's inclusion here. But his

role in giving eternal life could instead be primarily in view
(cf. CEV, GNT).

Rev 3:14 And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write:
‘The words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the
beginning of God’s creation.
The final phrase appears to refer to Jesus Christ as the
“origin” (GNT, NRSV) of God'’s creation.

The Holy Spirit played a role in creation — and still
does

Gen 1:1-2 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the
earth. 2The earth was without form and void, and darkness
was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was
hovering over the face of the waters. E
Many commentators understand the reference here to the
Holy Spirit's presence in the very early stages of creation to
be pointing to him playing key a role in it.

Job 26:13 By his wind the heavens were made fair; his hand
pierced the fleeing serpent. £
The word translated as “wind” can also be translated as

“Spirit” (cf. NKJV, NLT). As such this may refer to the Holy
Spirit.

Job 33:4 The Spirit of God has made me, and the breath of the

Almighty gives me life. E

Ps 104:30 When you send forth your Spirit,¥ they are created,
and you renew the face of the ground. E
W Or breath

Isa 40:12-13 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of
his hand and marked off the heavens with a span, enclosed the
dust of the earth in a measure and weighed the mountains in
scales and the hills in a balance? *Who has measured* the
Spirit of the LORD, or what man shows him his counsel? =

X Or has directed

Verse 13 appears to refer to directing (cf. ESV text note, AMP,
CEV, GNT, NASB, NKJV, NLT, NRSV) or understanding (cf.
NCV, NIV) God'’s Spirit. With it immediately following what
appears to be references to God creating the world and
heavensinv. 12, Isaiah may have in view the Holy Spirit's role
in creation.

Gen 6:3 Then the LoRD said, “My Spirit shall not abide inY
man forever, for he is flesh: his days shall be 120 years.” E

¥ Or My Spirit shall not contend with
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This appears to imply that the Holy Spirit plays a critical role
in sustaining or preserving people (cf. CEV, NCV). But note
that the Hebrew text is not clear (cf. CEV text note). Job 34:14-
15 below may also speak of such a role of the Holy Spirit (cf.
NKJV).

Job 34:14-15 If he should set his heart to it and gather to
himself his spirit and his breath, 5all flesh would perish
together, and man would return to dust. E

Pray for persecuted Christians

d) Implications of God Being Creator

See also:

= God'’s creation of the world and heavens perpetually
evidence and reveal God to all people . . ., p. 241

* ... God'’s ongoing control over nature likewise testifies to
him, p. 242

= God'’s deeds show that he is the only God . . ., p. 248
= ... God'’s deeds show that he is indeed the LORD, p. 249

Subsections

= God is the Father of all things, notably of all people
= God is sovereign over all things

= All things belong to God

= All things exist for God

= Creation attests to God's greatness and glory

= Creation attests to God's power

= Creation and God's control over it show his power and
wisdom to be incomparable . ..

= ... God made this point very clear to Job

God is the Father of all things, notably of all people

See also:

= God has made people in his own image, p. 234
» God is their Father, p. 769

1Cor 8:6 ... yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom
are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus
Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we
exist.

This may be speaking of God as “the Father” of “all things”,
being the one “"from whom are all things”. However, it may
simply be using “Father” to refer to God as either the Father
of Jesus Christ or of believers.

Eph 3:14-15 For this reason I bow my knees before the
Father, 15Sfrom whom every family? in heaven and on earth is
named, ...
z Or fatherhood; the Greek word patria is closely related to
the word for Father in verse 14
As indicated earlier in this chapter, “every family” could refer
to all creation or all people. If this is the case, then this verse
would appear to point to God being the Father of them. But
bear in mind that the comment above on 1 Corinthians 8:6 is
also applicable here.

Deut 32:6, 18 Do you thus repay the LoRD, you foolish and
senseless people? Is not he your father, who created you, who
made you and established you? g ...18You were unmindful of
the Rock that bore? you, and you forgot the God who gave you
birth. E
a Or fathered
This is most likely speaking of Israel’s creation as a nation —
quite possibly also the case in Isaiah 64:8 and Malachi 2:10a
below — rather than the physical creation of each one of the
Israelite people (which would be better illustrative of God
being the Father of all people). However, even if the former
is the case, the verses are still applicable to the latter.

Isa 64:8 But now, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay,
and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand.

Mal 2:10a  Have we not all one Father? Has not one God
created us? £

Heb 12:9 Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who
disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much
more be subject to the Father of spirits and live? g
The title “the Father of spirits” is probably acknowledging
God as the creator of our spirits. As such the verse would be
applicable to this subsection. However possibly it could
instead be speaking of God as the “spiritual Father” of
believers.

Acts 17:28-29 ... for “In him we live and move and have our
being’;® as even some of your own poets have said, “For we are
indeed his offspring.’ 2°Being then God’s offspring, we ought
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not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or
stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man.

b Probably from Epimenides of Crete
¢ From Aratus’s poem “Phainomena”

The uses of the term “offspring” imply that God is our Father.

% Adam is spoken of as “the son of God":

Luke 3:38 ... the son of Enos, the son of Seth, the son of Adam,
the son of God. E

In referring to Adam as “the son of God", Luke appears to
have in view that Adam was made directly by God.

God is sovereign over all things

Because God has made all things, God has the right of
sovereignty over all things. God's almighty power and
incomparable wisdom enable him to enforce his sovereignty.
Note that most of the references in this subsection do not
explicitly attribute God's sovereignty to his status as creator,
but they do at least imply it.

2Ki 19:15 And Hezekiah prayed before the LORD and said: “O
LoRD, the God of Israel, enthroned above the cherubim, you
are the God, you alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth; you
have made heaven and earth. £

Neh 9:6 4 “You are the LORD, you alone. You have made
heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth
and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them; and you
preserve all of them; and the host of heaven worships you. E

d Septuagint adds And Ezra said

The first statement and the final clause point to God's
sovereignty, here linked with him being the creator of all
things.

Isa 40:21-22, 25-28 Do you not know? Do you not hear? Has
it not been told you from the beginning? Have you not
understood from the foundations of the earth? 22It is he who
sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like
grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain,
and spreads them like a tent to dwell in; E ... 25To whom then
will you compare me, that I should be like him? says the Holy
One. %6Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created these?
He who brings out their host by number, calling them all by
name, by the greatness of his might, and because he is strong
in power not one is missing. 2?Why do you say, O Jacob, and
speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the LoRD, and my
right is disregarded by my God”? 2¢Have you not known?
Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the

A

G

Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow
weary; his understanding is unsearchable.

Note that the term "God" (v. 28) itself implies sovereignty
over all things.

Jer 10:10-12 But the LORD is the true God; he is the living God
and the everlasting King. At his wrath the earth quakes, and
the nations cannot endure his indignation. 1 Thus shall you
say to them: “The gods who did not make the heavens and the
earth shall perish from the earth and from under the
heavens.” 2]t is he who made the earth by his power, who
established the world by his wisdom, and by his understanding
stretched out the heavens. 2

¢ This verse is in Aramaic

In contrast to other supposed “gods”, God is “the everlasting
King” (v. 10), the creator of everything (vv. 11-12).

Acts 4:24 And when they heard it, they lifted their voices
together to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the
heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them, ...

Acts 17:24 The God who made the world and everything in it,
being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples
made by manf... 2

f Greek made by hands

Isa 45:11-12, 18 Thus says the LORD, the Holy One of Israel, and
the one who formed him: “Ask me of things to come; will you
command me concerning my children and the work of my
hands?8 2] made the earth and created man on it; it was my
hands that stretched out the heavens, and I commanded all
their host. |§ ... 18For thus says the LORD, who created the
heavens (he is God!), who formed the earth and made it (he
established it; he did not create it empty, he formed it to be
inhabited!): “I am the LORD, and there is no other.

8 A slight emendation yields will you question me about my
children, or command me concerning the work of my
hands?

As the one who formed Israel (v. 11a) — indeed the one who
formed the whole earth, mankind and the heavens (v. 12) —
the Israelites had no right to question what God chose to do
regarding them (v. 11b). In v. 11b, “children” appears to refer
to Israel (cf. CEV), which may also be the case with “the work
of my hands” (v. 11b) —although in the light of v. 12 the latter
could refer to all creation. Together with v. 18, vv. 11-12 point
to God as creator being sovereign over all things.

Isa 48:13 My hand laid the foundation of the earth, and my
right hand spread out the heavens; when I call to them, they
stand forth together. E
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The second part of the verse probably speaks of God's
sovereignty over the earth and the heavens which he made -
portraying them as complying with his every command.
Alternatively, it possibly has in view his calling them into
being.

Jer 27:5 It is I who by my great power and my outstretched
arm have made the earth, with the men and animals that are
on the earth, and I give it to whomever it seems right to me. E

Job 25:2-3 Dominion and fear are with God;? he makes peace
in his high heaven. 3[s there any number to his armies? Upon

whom does his light not arise? E

h Hebrew him

The fact that the sun is God's and it shines on all people
(v. 3b), reflects that God's dominion and control extends over
all (v. 2).

All things belong to God

See also:

= Note: All things belong to God, p. 254

» ... In fact, all we have to give God has been given to us by
him and ultimately belongs to him, p. 1364

Ps 24:1-2 The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof,i the
world and those who dwell therein, *for he has founded it upon
the seas and established it upon the rivers. g

I Or and all that fills it

Ps 89:11 The heavens are yours; the earth also is yours; the
world and all that is in it, you have founded them. 2

Ps 95:4-5 In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights
of the mountains are his also. >The sea is his, for he made it,
and his hands formed the dry land.
“In his hand are the depths of the earth” (v. 4) indicates either
that: he owns them — “He owns the depths of the earth” (NLT,
cf. NCV); or he has control over them (cf. GNT). Possibly both
alternatives are encompassed.

Ps 74:16  Yours is the day, yours also the night; you have
established the heavenly lights and the sun. E

Ps 100:3 Know that the LORD, he is God! It is he who made us,
and we are his;i we are his people, and the sheep of his
pasture.

i Or and not we ourselves

"It is he who made us, and we are his” may be implying that
"he made us and so therefore we are his”. As such the verse

G

would be applicable to this subsection. The text note gives
another possible meaning. Also note that it may well be
God's formation of Israel as a nation that is primarily in view.

Gen 14:19 And he blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram
by God Most High, Possessork of heaven and earth; ...

k Or Creator; also verse 22

“Possessor” and “Creator” (text note, CEV, NLT, NIV) here
being alternative renderings of the Hebrew word in question,
arguably supports the assertion that because God created all
things everything belongs to him.

% As the world was made through Jesus Christ, it is “his own":

John 1:10-11 He was in the world, and the world was made
through him, yet the world did not know him. 1*He came to
his own,! and his own people™ did not receive him. g
! Greek to his own things; that is, to his own domain, or to
his own people
m People is implied in Greek
As the world was made through Jesus Christ (v. 10), it is
referred to as “his own” (v. 11a) — although note that “his
own” could be referring in particular to his own people, the
Jews.

All things exist for God

Rom 11:36 For from him and through him and to him are all
things. To him be glory forever. Amen. E
The phrase “to him are all things” implies that all things have
God as their focus — essentially that “all things exist... for him”
(GNT, cf. NCV, NLT). The suggestion is that this is because
God created all things, with all things coming “from him and
through him” (cf. 1Cor 8:6 {; Heb 2:10 {).

1Cor 8:6 ...yetfor us there is one God, the Father, from whom
are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus
Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we
exist. E

The phrase “for whom we exist” possibly has believers

primarily in view, but even if this is the case one can construe
from it that all should exist or live for God.

Heb 2:10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all
things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the
founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. E

(I

Ps 119:91 By your appointment they stand this day, for all
things are your servants. 2

The clause “all things are your servants” suggests that all
things exist for God. Note that Psalms 22:30 speaks of all
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future generations of people serving God — “Posterity shall
serve him..."

% All things were created by Jesus Christ and “for him”:

Col 1:16 For by™ him all things were created, in heaven and
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created
through him and for him.

" That is, by means of; or in

The assertion that all things were created “for him” would
appear to be implying that all things were made for Jesus
Christ and/or his purposes. In addition, some commentators
understand it to be indicating that Jesus Christ is the goal
towards which all creation converges or moves.

Creation attests to God’s greatness and glory

See also:
= Rom 1:20 ¢
1Chr 16:25-26 For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised,

and he is to be held in awe above all gods. 2°For all the gods of
the peoples are idols, but the LORD made the heavens. E

Job 36:24-26 Remember to extol his work, of which men have
sung. 2°All mankind has looked on it; man beholds it from afar.
26Behold, God is great, and we know him not; the number of
his years is unsearchable. £
In v.24 "his work” most likely refers primarily to God's
creation and control of it (cf. vv. 27-33), much of which — such
as the stars — can only be observed from afar (v. 25). This
leads Elihu to exclaim in v. 26, “Behold, God is great ..."

Ps 104:1a, 5 Bless the LoRD, O my soul! O LorRD my God, you
are very great! £ ... >He set the earth on its foundations, so
that it should never be moved. £

Ps 8:1, 3-4 O Lorb, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all
the earth! You have set your glory above the heavens. g ...
3When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the
moon and the stars, which you have set in place, *what is man
that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care
for him? g
The exclamation, "how majestic is your name in all the earth!”
(v. 1a) indicates that God's majesty is displayed throughout
the earth, it being so wonderfully created. Likewise the
subsequent statement (v. 1b) probably is speaking of God's
glory being displayed by the creation of the heavens (cf. Ps
19:1 1). Such a creation prompts David to question why God

bothers with humankind (vv. 3-4), alluding to God's
surpassing greatness.

Ps 19:1 The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky
above® proclaims his handiwork.

° Hebrew the expanse; compare Genesis 1:6-8

Ps 29:3-4, 7-9 The voice of the LORD is over the waters; the
God of glory thunders, the LORD, over many waters. *The voice
of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is full of majesty.
E ... "The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire. 8The
voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the
wilderness of Kadesh. °The voice of the LORD makes the deer
give birthp and strips the forests bare, and in his temple all cry,
“Glory!” 2

P Revocalization yields makes the oaks to shake

God's glorious power and majesty is spoken of as being

manifested or evidenced in an awesome storm or storms —

part of the natural world that he has created and controls —
evoking the cry ascribing glory to him (v. 9).

Ps 104:24,31 O LorDp, how manifold are your works! In
wisdom have you made them all; the earth is full of your
creatures. E ... 31May the glory of the LORD endure forever;
may the LORD rejoice in his works, ... E

Quite possibly the psalmist is reflecting on God's glory
(v. 31a) in view of God's creative work (vv. 24, 31b).

Isa 43:7 ...everyone who is called by my name, whom [
created for my glory, whom I formed and made. =
This is speaking primarily of God's creation of his own people
bringing him glory. Arguably it can be applied to his creation
of all people.

Num 14:21 But truly, as I live, and as all the earth shall be
filled with the glory of the LORD, ...
The similar expressions here and in Isaiah 6:3 below may be
linking God's glory with his presence (cf. GNT). However,
alternatively (or in conjunction) creation’s testimony to God's
glory may be in view.

Isa 6:3 And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy
is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!”1 g

9 Or may his glory fill the whole earth
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Creation attests to God’'s power

See also:

» God made all things with his power, p. 214

Rom 1:20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal
power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever
since the creation of the world, in the things that have been
made. So they are without excuse.

(I

Isa 40:26 Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created
these? He who brings out their host by number, calling them
all by name, by the greatness of his might, and because he is
strong in power not one is missing. E

Ps 33:8-9 Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the
inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him! °For he spoke,
and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm. 2
This indicates that God's creation of the world is ample
reason to fear him because it illustrates how incredible is his
power. (The same is the case with Jeremiah 5:22 immediately
below.)

Jer 5:22 Do you not fear me? declares the LORD. Do you not
tremble before me? I placed the sand as the boundary for the
sea, a perpetual barrier that it cannot pass; though the waves
toss, they cannot prevail; though they roar, they cannot pass
overit. 2

Ps 124:8 Our help isin the name of the LORD, who made heaven
and earth.
God'’s creation of the world is a great comfort to his people,
showing how incredibly powerful is the one who is the source
of their help. The references below from Psalm 146, Isaiah 44
and Isaiah 51 have the same theme.

Ps 146:5-6 Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose
hope is in the LORD his God, °who made heaven and earth, the
sea, and all that is in them, who keeps faith forever; ... E

Isa 44:24 Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, who formed

you from the womb: “I am the LORD, who made all things, who

alone stretched out the heavens, who spread out the earth by

myself, ... £
God's people have a mighty Redeemer, emphatically shown
by him creating the heavens and the earth by himself.

Isa 51:12-13, 15-16 “I, I am he who comforts you; who are you
that you are afraid of man who dies, of the son of man who is
made like grass, 3and have forgotten the LORD, your Maker,
who stretched out the heavens and laid the foundations of the

A

G

earth, and you fear continually all the day because of the
wrath of the oppressor, when he sets himself to destroy?
And where is the wrath of the oppressor? ... B am the
LORD your God, who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar—
the LORD of hosts is his name. 1*And I have put my words in
your mouth and covered you in the shadow of my hand,
establishing® the heavens and laying the foundations of the
earth, and saying to Zion, ‘You are my people.”

r Or planting

As the God of his people (vv. 15a, 16b), the one who in his

care comforts them (v. 12a), his people have no reason to

fear anyone else (v. 13b). For God created all things (vv. 13a,
15-16), such is his power.

Creation and God's control over it show his power
and wisdom to be incomparable. ..

See also:

= |sa 51:12-13, 15-16 ©

» God'’s knowledge and wisdom is far superior to that of
people — beyond our comprehension . . ., p. 44

Job 9:3-10, 12-15 Ifone wished to contend with him, one could
not answer him once in a thousand times. *He is wise in heart
and mighty in strength —who has hardened himself against
him, and succeeded?— >he who removes mountains, and they
know it not, when he overturns them in his anger, °who shakes
the earth out of its place, and its pillars tremble; "who
commands the sun, and it does not rise; who seals up the stars;
8who alone stretched out the heavens and trampled the waves
of the sea; °‘who made the Bear and Orion, the Pleiades and the
chambers of the south; who does great things beyond
searching out, and marvelous things beyond number. 2 ...
12Behold, he snatches away; who can turn him back? Who will
say to him, ‘What are you doing?’ '3“God will not turn back his
anger; beneath him bowed the helpers of Rahab. *How then
can I answer him, choosing my words with him? '>Though I am
in the right, I cannot answer him; I must appeal for mercy to
my accuser.s E
s Or to my judge
In view of God's wisdom and power as shown in his creation
—and power over it — Job acknowledges that there is no way
that he (v. 14-15) — like everyone else (vwv. 3, 12-13) — can
hope to contend with God. Note that v. 6 most likely refers
to earthquakes (cf. GNT); and, in v. 13, “the helpers of Rahab”
is probably a reference to evil forces.

Job 26:7-11, 14 He stretches out the north over the void and
hangs the earth on nothing. 8He binds up the waters in his
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thick clouds, and the cloud is not split open under them. °He
covers the face of the full moont and spreads over it his cloud.
19He has inscribed a circle on the face of the waters at the
boundary between light and darkness. 1 The pillars of heaven
tremble and are astounded at his rebuke. £ ...1*Behold, these
are but the outskirts of his ways, and how small a whisper do
we hear of him! But the thunder of his power who can
understand? 2

t Or his throne

As shown in creation (vv.7-11), God’'s power is so much

greater than that of people that it is even beyond their

comprehension (v. 14). Note that the “pillars of the heavens”

(v. 11) are most likely mountains, poetically portrayed as

holding up the skies.

Job 37:1-5, 14-18 [Elihu:] “At this also my heart trembles and
leaps out of its place. 2Keep listening to the thunder of his voice
and the rumbling that comes from his mouth. 3Under the
whole heaven he lets it go, and his lightning to the corners of
the earth. *After it his voice roars; he thunders with his
majestic voice, and he does not restrain the lightnings* when
his voice is heard. 5God thunders wondrously with his voice; he
does great things that we cannot comprehend. g ... “*“Hear
this, O Job; stop and consider the wondrous works of God. SDo
you know how God lays his command upon them and causes
the lightning of his cloud to shine? ®Do you know the
balancings' of the clouds, the wondrous works of him who is
perfect in knowledge, 17you whose garments are hot when the
earth is still because of the south wind? 8Can you, like him,
spread out the skies, hard as a cast metal mirror? E

U Hebrew them
v Or hoverings

Elihu trembles (v.1) as he begins to contemplate the
manifestations of God’s incomparable power in thunder and
lightning (vv. 4-5). Verse 17 reinforces the supremacy of
God’'s power over people, as manifested in creation, by
showing how people are subject to his forces of nature.

Prov 30:4 Who has ascended to heaven and come down?
Who has gathered the wind in his fists? Who has wrapped up
the waters in a garment? Who has established all the ends of
the earth? What is his name, and what is his son’s name?
Surely you know! 2

Isa 40:12-15, 25-26 Who has measured the waters in the
hollow of his hand and marked off the heavens with a span,
enclosed the dust of the earth in a measure and weighed the
mountains in scales and the hills in a balance? 3Who has
measured¥ the Spirit of the LORD, or what man shows him his
counsel? “Whom did he consult, and who made him

A

understand? Who taught him the path of justice, and taught
him knowledge, and showed him the way of understanding?
15Behold, the nations are like a drop from a bucket, and are
accounted as the dust on the scales; behold, he takes up the
coastlands like fine dust. E ... 2To whom then will you
compare me, that I should be like him? says the Holy One. 26Lift
up your eyes on high and see: who created these? He who
brings out their host by number, calling them all by name, by
the greatness of his might, and because he is strong in power
not one is missing. g
W Or has directed
Verses 13-14 may well have primarily in view God's incredible
understanding as shown in him being able to create the
universe. As such, vv. 12-14 emphasize that it was God who
created the universe (v. 12), without the need of anyone to
advise him (vv. 13-14). The implication is that this was/is far
beyond the ability of anyone else. In fact this shows that in
comparison to God the nations are next to nothing (v. 15).

Eccl 11:5 Asyou do not know the way the spirit comes to the
bones in the womb* of a woman with child, so you do not know
the work of God who makes everything. £

X Some Hebrew manuscripts, Targum; most Hebrew

manuscripts As you do not know the way of the wind, or
how the bones grow in the womb

. God made this point very clear to Job

During his suffering Job had at times complained against
God, making incorrect and unjust assertions. In chapters 38-
41 (extracts from which compose this subsection) God
answered Job in no uncertain terms.

Job 38:1-8,12-13 Then the LorD answered Job out of the
whirlwind and said: 2“Who is this that darkens counsel by
words without knowledge?3Dress for actionY like a man; I will
question you, and you make it known to me. +“Where were
you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you
have understanding. >Who determined its measurements—
surely you know! Or who stretched the line upon it? *On what
were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone, 7"when the
morning stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted
for joy? 8“Or who shut in the sea with doors when it burst out
from the womb, g ... 2“Have you commanded the morning
since your days began, and caused the dawn to know its place,
B3that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth, and the
wicked be shaken out of it? E

Y Hebrew Gird up your loins

The phrase “surely you know!” (v. 5) may indicate that surely
Job knew that God was the one he had done all this (cf. CEV).
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But more likely it is irony (cf. v. 21), scornfully suggesting that
surely Job — who had shown that he considered himself to be
knowledgeable and wise enough to question God — knew
how all this had been done (cf. GNT, NLT).

Job 38:31-41 Can you bind the chains of the Pleiades or loose
the cords of Orion? 32Can you lead forth the Mazzaroth? in
their season, or can you guide the Bear with its children? 33Do
you know the ordinances of the heavens? Can you establish
their rule on the earth? 34“Can you lift up your voice to the
clouds, that a flood of waters may cover you? 35Can you send
forth lightnings, that they may go and say to you, ‘Here we
are’? 38Who has put wisdom in the inward parts® or given
understanding to the mind?® 3”Who can number the clouds by
wisdom? Or who can tilt the waterskins of the heavens, 38when
the dust runs into a mass and the clods stick fast together?
39“Can you hunt the prey for the lion, or satisfy the appetite of
the young lions, “*when they crouch in their dens or lie in wait
in their thicket? “'\Who provides for the raven its prey, when
its young ones cry to God for help, and wander about for lack
of food? 2

z Probably the name of a constellation

a Or in the ibis

b Or rooster

Verse 34 is speaking of God shouting orders to the clouds to
make it rain (cf. CEV, GNT, NCV, NLT).

Job 39:1-2, 5-6 Do you know when the mountain goats give
birth? Do you observe the calving of the does? *Can you
number the months that they fulfill, and do you know the time
when they give birth, 2 ... 5“Who has let the wild donkey go
free? Who has loosed the bonds of the swift donkey, °to whom
I have given the arid plain for his home and the salt land for
his dwelling place?

Verses 1-2 imply not only imply God's knowledge of such
things, but also his active involvement in them.

Job 39:19-20, 26-27 Do you give the horse his might? Do you
clothe his neck with a mane? 2°Do you make him leap like the
locust? His majestic snorting is terrifying. E ... 26“Is it by your
understanding that the hawk soars and spreads his wings
toward the south? ?’Is it at your command that the eagle
mounts up and makes his nest on high? 2

Job 41:1-5, 8-10 ¢ “Can you draw out Leviathan® with a
fishhook or press down his tongue with a cord? 2Can you put a
rope in his nose or pierce his jaw with a hook? 3Will he make
many pleas to you? Will he speak to you soft words? *Will he
make a covenant with you to take him for your servant
forever?3Will you play with him as with a bird, or will you put
him on a leash for your girls? g ... 8Lay your hands on him;
remember the battle—you will not do it again! °¢Behold, the
hope of a man is false; he is laid low even at the sight of him.
10No one is so fierce that he dares to stir him up. Who then is
he who can stand before me? 2

¢ Ch 40:25 in Hebrew

d A large sea animal, exact identity unknown

€ Ch41:1 in Hebrew

If no one is able to control (vv. 1-5) or challenge (vv. 8-10a)

the leviathan (cf. text note), then no one has the capacity to

stand against God (v. 10b).

% Job's acknowledgment of God's far superior power and
wisdom - and subsequent repentance:
Job 42:1-6 Then Job answered the LORD and said: 2“1 know
thatyou can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be
thwarted. 3‘Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’
Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand, things too
wonderful for me, which I did not know. *Hear, and I will
speak; I will question you, and you make it known to me.’ 51
had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye
sees you; ®therefore I despise myself, and repentf in dust and
ashes.” g
f Or and am comforted
In the first part of each of v.3 and v.4, Job is quoting
questions that God had asked him (cf. 38:2-3; 40:7), before
responding to them. Note that Job had earlier acknowledged
God's superior power and wisdom. However Job did not
appreciate them enough to refrain from complaining against
and questioning God.

Pray for persecuted Christians
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Il. God’s Creation of People ‘

Most would agree that the most significant part of God's
creation is his creation of people. God not only gives people
life and a spirit, he has made people quite unique amongst
all creatures. Furthermore, of all his creatures, it is primarily
to people that God reveals himself and relates.

a) Life and Death

See also:

» People are dead without their spirit, p. 233

= People’s spirits and souls exist after death, p. 233

Subsections

= God creates people. ..

= ... Children ultimately come from God

= God creates the various aspects of people’s beings
= God gives people life and breath

= Human life is of great value

= People’s lives are very brief

= Each person is destined to die . ..

... All people die no matter who or what they are
= Once a person dies, they do not return

= Note: Blood signifies life —and a person’s life is taken by the
shedding of their blood

God creates people. ..

See also:

» God made all creatures and people, p. 205
» God is the Father of all things, notably of all people, p. 216

= God’s creation of the first people, in an ideal environment,
p. 294

Gen 5:2 Male and female he created them, and he blessed
them and named them Man? when they were created. E

a Hebrew adam

Deut 4:32 For ask now of the days that are past, which were
before you, since the day that God created man on the earth,
and ask from one end of heaven to the other, whether such a
great thing as this has ever happened or was ever heard of.

Job 10:8-9 Your hands fashioned and made me, and now you
have destroyed me altogether. ... ‘Remember that you have
made me like clay; and will you return me to the dust?

Ps 119:73 Your hands have made and fashioned me; give me
understanding that [ may learn your commandments.

Job 31:15 Did not he who made me in the womb make him?
And did not one fashion us in the womb? E

Prov 22:2 The rich and the poor meet together; the LORD is
the maker of them all. E

Acts 17:26  And he made from one man every nation of
mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having
determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their
dwelling place, ...

1Cor 11:12 ... for as woman was made from man, so man is
now born of woman. And all things are from God. E

Woman may have originally come from man (in that Eve
came from Adam) and every man since has been born of a
woman, but everything — including every woman and man —
ultimately comes from God.

1Pet 4:19 Therefore let those who suffer according to God'’s
will entrust their souls to a faithful Creator while doing good.

. .. Children ultimately come from God

See also:

= Note: Children are a blessing to their parents from God . . .,
p. 1715

Gen 33:5 And when Esau lifted up his eyes and saw the
women and children, he said, “Who are these with you?”
Jacob said, “The children whom God has graciously given your

servant.” E

This and the following two references (Josh 24:3-4a; 1Chr
28:5) speak of God giving children, implying that children are
ultimately from God.
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Josh 24:3-4a Then I took your father Abraham from beyond
the River and led him through all the land of Canaan, and
made his offspring many. I gave him Isaac. *And to Isaac I gave
Jacob and Esau.

1Chr 28:5 And of all my sons (for the LORD has given me many
sons) he has chosen Solomon my son to sit on the throne of
the kingdom of the LORD over Israel.

Gen 4:1 Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and
bore Cain, saying, “l have gotten® a man with the help of the
LORD.” B

b Cain sounds like the Hebrew for gotten

Ruth 4:13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. And
he went in to her, and the LoRD gave her conception, and she
bore a son. E

1Sam 1:27 For this child I prayed, and the LORD has granted
me my petition that I made to him. E

Ps 113:9 He gives the barren woman a home, making her the
Joyous mother of children. Praise the LORD! 2

Luke 1:7, 13, 57-58 But they had no child, because Elizabeth
was barren, and both were advanced in years. £ ... 13But the
angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer
has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son,
and you shall call his name John. E ... ?Now the time came
for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58And her
neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown great
mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. E

God creates the various aspects of people’s beings

Ps 139:13 For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me
together in my mother’s womb. 2

Job 10:10-11 Did you not pour me out like milk and curdle
me like cheese? 'You clothed me with skin and flesh, and knit
me together with bones and sinews. 2

Note that in v. 10 Job likens his beginnings in the womb to
the curdling of milk into cheese.

Ps 33:15 .. he who fashions the hearts of them all and
observes all their deeds. 2
Considering the Hebrew meaning of “hearts”, this may well

be speaking of God forming people’s minds (cf. CEV) or
thoughts (cf. GNT).

Ps 94:9 He who planted the ear, does he not hear? He who
formed the eye, does he not see?

Prov 20:12 The hearing ear and the seeing eye, the LORD has
made them both. E

Prov 29:13 The poor man and the oppressor meet together;
the LorD gives light to the eyes of both. 2

God gives people life and breath

Gen 2:7 ... then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the
ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and
the man became a living creature. g

Job 10:12 You have granted me life and steadfast love, and
your care has preserved my spirit.

Job 27:3 ... aslong as my breath is in me, and the spirit of God
is in my nostrils, ... E
In the latter part of the verse, Job acknowledges that his
breath is of or from God — "God gives me breath” (GNT; cf.
CEV, NLT). Elihu does likewise in addressing Job in 33:4
immediately below.

Job 33:4 The Spirit of God has made me, and the breath of
the Almighty gives me life. 2

Eccl 8:15 And I commend joy, for man has no good thing
under the sun but to eat and drink and be joyful, for this will
go with him in his toil through the days of his life that God
has given him under the sun. £

Isa 42:5 Thus says God, the LoRD, who created the heavens
and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what
comes from it, who gives breath to the people on it and spirit
to those who walk in it ... 2

Isa 57:16 For I will not contend forever, nor will [ always be
angry; for the spirit would grow faint before me, and the
breath of life that I made. 2

Acts 17:25 ... nor is he served by human hands, as though he
needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life
and breath and everything. £

% Jesus Christ is the "author of life”:

Acts 3:15 ...and you killed the Author of life, whom God
raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 2
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As noted earlier, “the Author of life” may be referring to Jesus
Christ's role in creation, giving life to all, but his role in giving
eternal life could instead be primarily in view.

Human life is of great value

See also:

= People are of much more value than other creatures, p. 236

Gen 9:5-6 And for your lifeblood I will require a reckoning:
from every beast I will require it and from man. From his
fellow man I will require a reckoning for the life of man.
6“Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be
shed, for God made man in his own image. E

The fact that God says here that he will “require a reckoning”
(v. 5) for the taking of any human life, implies that it is very
important, of quite some value. One prime reason — if not the
prime reason — as to why human life is of great value, is that
humans are made in the image of God (v. 6; cf. God has made
people in his own image, p. 234).

Luke 9:24-25 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. 2>For what does
it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits
himself? E
The reference to "himself” (v. 25) is associated with one's
“life" (v.24), both indicated here as having an eternal
dimension (cf. John 12:25). Although spiritual life and one's
eternal destiny are primarily in view (cf. v.26) in the
comparison with “the whole world” (v. 25), this passage still
reflects the importance of human life. For it speaks of the
great priority of saving one's life, both the present life
(generally a higher priority for non-believers) and particularly
life in eternity.

Matt 6:25-26 Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about
your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about
your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food,
and the body more than clothing? 26Look at the birds of the
air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value
than they? 2
In teaching that there is more to life than the peripheral
issues that people tend to worry about, v. 25 suggests that
life is far more important than such things (cf. GNT, NIV).
Verse 26 teaches that people and their lives are indeed of
great value in God's eyes.

Ps 91:16 With long life I will satisfy him and show him my
salvation.

Such is the value of life that to experience more of it is a
satisfying thing.

Ps 49:7-9 Truly no man can ransom another, or give to God
the price of his life, 8for the ransom of their life is costly and
can never suffice, °that he should live on forever and never
see the pit. E

The focus here is on the unaffordable cost of being able to

live forever. As such, it points to the great value of human life
itself.

% Life is to be loved:

1Pet 3:10 For “Whoever desires to love life and see good days,
let him keep his tongue from evil and his lips from speaking
deceit; ... E

This is not actually saying to love life, but the implication is
that this is an appropriate and natural thing to do.

People’s lives are very brief

As many older people would affirm, in a relative sense life is
very brief.

Job 9:25 My days are swifter than a runner; they flee away;

they see no good. E
In 7:6 Job similarly says, "My days are swifter than a weaver's
shuttle and come to their end without hope.” In these verses
Job may be speaking of the wasting away of his life rather
than speaking of the human lot in general, and it may be the
swiftness of each of his days that is primarily in view rather
than the swiftness of life. However his words are at least
applicable to the brevity of human life in general.

Job 14:1-2 Man who is born of a woman is few of days and full
of trouble. 2He comes out like a flower and withers; he flees
like a shadow and continues not. 2

Ps 39:5 Behold, you have made my days a few handbreadths,
and my lifetime is as nothing before you. Surely all mankind
stands as a mere breath! Selah 2

Ps 89:47 Remember how short my time is! For what vanity
you have created all the children of man! 2
Note that “vanity” probably has the fleetingness of life in

view, along with such suffering as spoken of in the preceding
verses (cf. vv. 38-46).

Ps 90:10 The years of our life are seventy, or even by reason
of strength eighty; yet their spancis but toil and trouble; they
are soon gone, and we fly away.

¢ Or pride
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Ps 103:15-16 As for man, his days are like grass; he flourishes
like a flower of the field; °for the wind passes over it, and it is
gone, and its place knows it no more. g

Like grass and flowers, relatively speaking, people do not
exist for long.

Ps 144:4 Man is like a breath; his days are like a passing
shadow. E

James 4:14  ...yet you do not know what tomorrow will
bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a
little time and then vanishes. £

Each person is destined to die . ..

See also:

= Sin results in physical death — through Adam’s original sin,
p. 381

Job 30:23 For I know that you will bring me to death and to
the house appointed for all living. E

Eccl 7:2 It is better to go to the house of mourning than to go
to the house of feasting, for this is the end of all mankind, and
the living will lay it to heart. £

Eccl 9:5 For the living know that they will die, but the dead
know nothing, and they have no more reward, for the
memory of them is forgotten. £

1Cor 15:22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be
made alive.
As Adam is the one person from whom the whole human
race is descended, all people share in his sin and its
consequence of death (cf. Sin results in physical death —
through Adam’s original sin, p. 381).

Heb 9:27 And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and
after that comes judgment, ... £

1Pet 1:24 ... for “All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the
flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls, ... E

Josh 23:14a “And now I am about to go the way of all the
earth ... g

Joshua is referring to his approaching death, the destiny of
all who live on the earth.

1Chr 29:15 For we are strangers before you and sojourners,
as all our fathers were. Our days on the earth are like a
shadow, and there is no abiding.4

d Septuagint, Vulgate; Hebrew hope, or prospect

Job 21:32-33 When he is carried to the grave, watch is kept
over his tomb. 33The clods of the valley are sweet to him; all
mankind follows after him, and those who go before him are
innumerable. E

Ps 49:7-9 Truly no man can ransom another, or give to God
the price of his life, 8for the ransom of their life is costly and
can never suffice, °that he should live on forever and never see
the pit. £

Ps 89:48 What man can live and never see death? Who can
deliver his soul from the power of Sheol? Selah E

“Sheol” is a name used for the place of the dead. It is often
translated as “the grave”.

. .. All people die no matter who or what they are

Job 3:11-19 Why did I not die at birth, come out from the
womb and expire? 12Why did the knees receive me? Or why
the breasts, that I should nurse? 3For then I would have lain
down and been quiet; I would have slept; then I would have
been at rest, *with kings and counselors of the earth who
rebuilt ruins for themselves, Sor with princes who had gold,
who filled their houses with silver. 10Or why was I not as a
hidden stillborn child, as infants who never see the light?
17There the wicked cease from troubling, and there the weary
are at rest. 8There the prisoners are at ease together; they
hear not the voice of the taskmaster. 1°The small and the great
are there, and the slave is free from his master. £

Job 21:23-26 One dies in his full vigor, being wholly at ease
and secure, **his pailse full of milk and the marrow of his bones
moist. 25Another dies in bitterness of soul, never having tasted
of prosperity. 2°They lie down alike in the dust, and the worms
cover them. g

¢ The meaning of the Hebrew word is uncertain

No matter what people’s lot in life has been, they all die.

Ps 49:10 For he sees that even the wise die; the fool and the
stupid alike must perish and leave their wealth to others. &

Eccl 2:14, 16 The wise person has his eyes in his head, but the
foolwalks in darkness. And yet I perceived that the same event
happens to all of them. E ... 1°For of the wise as of the fool
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there is no enduring remembrance, seeing that in the days
to come all will have been long forgotten. How the wise dies
Jjust like the fool! 2

Eccl 9:2-3 It is the same for all, since the same event happens
to the righteous and the wicked, to the good and the evil,f to
the clean and the unclean, to him who sacrifices and him who
does not sacrifice. As the good one is, so is the sinner, and he
who swears is as he who shuns an oath. 3This is an evil in all
that is done under the sun, that the same event happens to all.
Also, the hearts of the children of man are full of evil, and
madness is in their hearts while they live, and after that they
go to the dead. E
f Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate; Hebrew lacks and the evil
The common destiny spoken of would appear to be — or to
primarily be — death. However, not all commentators would
agree (cf. v. 1). Note that the use of “evil” in v. 3a speaks of

this common destiny as being seemingly unfair and wrong
(cf. CEV, GNT, NCV).

Luke 16:22 The poor man died and was carried by the angels
to Abraham’s side.8 The rich man also died and was buried, ...

8 Greek bosom; also verse 23

This illustrates the fact that both poor and rich will die.

% Being destined to die, humans are like the animals:

Eccl 3:19-20 For what happens to the children of man and
what happens to the beasts is the same; as one dies, so dies the
other. They all have the same breath, and man has no
advantage over the beasts, for all is vanity. 2°All go to one
place. All are from the dust, and to dust all return. g

Similarly Psalms 49:12 says, “Man in his pomp will not remain;
he is like the beasts that perish.”

Once a person dies, they do not return

2Sam 12:23 Butnow heis dead. Why should I fast? Can I bring
him back again? I shall go to him, but he will not return to me.

Job 7:9-10 As the cloud fades and vanishes, so he who goes
down to Sheol does not come up; °he returns no more to his
house, nor does his place know him anymore. 2

Job 10:21 ... before I go—and I shall not return— to the land
of darkness and deep shadow, ...

G

Job 16:22 For when a few years have come I shall go the way
from which I shall not return. g

Ps 49:11 Their graves are their homes forever,h their dwelling
places to all generations, though they called lands by their
own names. 2

h Septuagint, Syriac, Targum; Hebrew Their inward
thought was that their homes were forever

Eccl 9:6 Their love and their hate and their envy have
already perished, and forever they have no more share in all
that is done under the sun. g

Isa 26:14 They are dead, they will not live; they are shades,
they will not arise; to that end you have visited them with
destruction and wiped out all remembrance of them. 2

Note that the term “shades” denotes a shadow or area of
darkness.

Job 14:10-12 But a man dies and is laid low; man breathes his
last, and where is he? 11As waters fail from a lake and a river
wastes away and dries up, ?so a man lies down and rises not
again; till the heavens are no more he will not awake or be
roused out of his sleep. £

2Sam 14:14a We must all die; we are like water spilled on the
ground, which cannot be gathered up again. g
The precise intention of the water illustration is somewhat
debatable. However, it may well be meaning that we are like
water spilled on the ground in that we will disappear and it
will not be possible for us to be recovered.

Eccl 12:5 ...they are afraid also of what is high, and terrors
are in the way; the almond tree blossoms, the grasshopper
drags itself along,! and desire fails, because man is going to
his eternal home, and the mourners go about the streets—

i Orisaburden

The first part of the verse portrays aspects of old age,
preceding one’s death whereupon one goes to one’s “eternal
home”.

Note: Blood signifies life — and a person’s life is
taken by the shedding of their blood

See also:

= ... for the life of a creature is in its blood — and as such
blood is not to be eaten, p. 391

Blood sustains life (cf. Lev 17:11, 14 1) and as such it is often
used in Scripture to signify life.
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Gen 9:5-6 And for your lifeblood I will require a reckoning:
from every beast I will require it and from man. From his
fellow man [ will require a reckoning for the life of man.
6“Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be
shed, for God made man in his own image. E

The term “lifeblood” (v. 5; cf. Isa 63:3 {; Jer 2:34 1) underlines
the correlation between blood and life.

1Ki 2:5 Moreover, you also know what Joab the son of
Zeruiah did to me, how he dealt with the two commanders
of the armies of Israel, Abner the son of Ner, and Amasa the
son of Jether, whom he killed, avengingi in time of peace for
blood that had been shed in war, and putting the blood of wark
on the belt around his! waist and on the sandals on his feet.

i Septuagint; Hebrew placing
k Septuagint innocent blood
I Septuagint my; twice in this verse

Ps 72:14 From oppression and violence he redeems their
life, and precious is their blood in his sight. E
Psalm 72 was composed for a Davidic king, and is

understood to be messianic. This verse speaks of the king's
concern for the life of the needy.

Isa 26:21 For behold, the LORD is coming out from his place
to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity, and
the earth will disclose the blood shed on it, and will no more
cover its slain. 2

Isa 63:3 I have trodden the winepress alone, and from the
peoples no one was with me; I trod them in my anger and
trampled them in my wrath; their lifeblood™ spattered on my
garments, and stained all my apparel. £

mQr their juice; also verse 6

Jer 2:34a Also on your skirts is found the lifeblood of the
guiltless poor; you did not find them breaking in.

Ezek 22:3-4a, 25, 27 You shall say, Thus says the Lord Gob:
A city that sheds blood in her midst, so that her time may
come, and that makes idols to defile herself! 4You have
become guilty by the blood that you have shed, and defiled by
the idols that you have made, and you have brought your
days near, the appointed time of" your years has come. E ...
25The conspiracy of her prophets in her midst is like a
roaring lion tearing the prey; they have devoured human
lives; they have taken treasure and precious things; they
have made many widows in her midst. £ ... 2’Her princes in

her midst are like wolves tearing the prey, shedding blood,
destroying lives to get dishonest gain.

n Some Hebrew manuscripts, Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate,
Targum; most Hebrew manuscripts until

Matt 27:3-4 Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus®
was condemned, he changed his mind and brought back the
thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders,
4saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” They
said, “What is that to us? See to it yourself.”

° Greek he

Luke 11:50-51 ...so that the blood of all the prophets, shed
from the foundation of the world, may be charged against this
generation, S'from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah,
who perished between the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, | tell
you, it will be required of this generation. £

% The life of every creature is in its blood:

Lev 17:11, 14 For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have
given it for you on the altar to make atonement for your
souls, for it is the blood that makes atonement by the life. 2
... For the life of every creature is its blood: its blood is its
life.a Therefore I have said to the people of Israel, You shall
not eat the blood of any creature, for the life of every creature
is its blood. Whoever eats it shall be cut off. E

P Hebrew all flesh

9 Hebrew it is in its life

Pray for persecuted Christians

b) The Human Spirit

Subsections

= God has made people with a spirit
= The spirit is distinguished from one’s body

= The spirit and the soul are closely associated — along with

.o

one’s "heart”
= The spirit and soul are at the core of one’s being . . .

= ... They embody and are central to one’'s state of mind — as
often depicted in hardship

= The spirit and soul are linked with one’s emotions
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= The spirit and soul are linked with one's desires

= The spirit is involved in one’s thinking

= The spirit is fundamental to one’s attitude and actions
= People are dead without their spirit

= People’s spirits and souls exist after death

God has made people with a spirit

See also:

= People’s spirits and souls exist after death, p. 233

Zec12:1b Thus declares the LORD, who stretched out the
heavens and founded the earth and formed the spirit of man
within him: ... E

Eccl 12:7 ...and the dust returns to the earth as it was, and
the spirit returns to God who gave it. E

Heb 12:9 Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who
disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much
more be subject to the Father of spirits and live? £

As noted earlier, “the Father of spirits” may well be implying
that God created our spirits.

Num 16:22 And they fell on their faces and said, “O God, the
God of the spirits of all flesh, shall one man sin, and will you
be angry with all the congregation?” 2

Like the similar expression in Hebrews 12:9 above, “God of
the spirits of all flesh” may be speaking of God as the creator
of the spirits of all mankind (cf. CEV, GNT, NLT). However, it
may instead be meaning that he is "God over” (NCV™) the
spirits of all mankind.

Job 32:8 Butitis the spirit in man, the breath of the Almighty,
that makes him understand.
This appears to be speaking of the human spirit with God

Almighty as its source. But “spirit” may instead be referring
to the Holy Spirit (cf. CEV, GNT, NLT).

Eccl 11:5 As you do not know the way the spirit comes to the
bones in the womb™ of a woman with child, so you do not
know the work of God who makes everything. E
r Some Hebrew manuscripts, Targum; most Hebrew
manuscripts As you do not know the way of the wind, or
how the bones grow in the womb
This verse may well be referring to the spirit entering the
body when it is formed as being the work of God, "who
makes everything”. But note that the text note has an
alternative rendering.

Isa 42:5 Thus says God, the LorD, who created the heavens
and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what
comes from it, who gives breath to the people on it and spirit

to those who walk in it: ... E

James 4:5 Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the
Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit that he
has made to dwell in us”? E

%t God made people with a soul:

Jer 38:16 Then King Zedekiah swore secretly to Jeremiah,
“As the LORD lives, who made our souls, I will not put you to
death or deliver you into the hand of these men who seek
your life.” E

The spirit is distinguished from one’s body

See also:

= Eccl 115 ¢
= 1Thes 5:23 &

Matt 26:41 Watch and pray that you may not enter into
temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.

1Cor 7:34  ..and his interests are divided. And the
unmarried or betrothed woman is anxious about the things
of the Lord, how to be holy in body and spirit. But the married
woman is anxious about worldly things, how to please her
husband. 5

2Cor 7:1 Since we have these promises, beloved, let us
cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body® and spirit,
bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God. E

s Greek flesh

James 2:26 For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so
also faith apart from works is dead. E

1Pet 4:6 For this is why the gospel was preached even to
those who are dead, that though judged in the flesh the way
people are, they might live in the spirit the way God does. 2

Col 2:5 For though I am absent in body, yet | am with you in
spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the firmness of
your faith in Christ. 2
Here “spirit” is used in a different sense, referring more
directly to Paul's thoughts. Nevertheless the verse serves to
illustrate that the spirit is distinguished from the body.
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¢ Likewise, the soul is distinguished from one’s body:

Matt 10:28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot
kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and
body in hellt g

t Greek Gehenna

The spirit and the soul are closely associated — along
with one’s “heart”

Some commentators caution against attempting to make
categorical distinctions between the spirit and the soul. The
verses in this subsection are supportive of such a view.
Having said this, the following subsections show that “spirit”
is used when speaking of the will and thoughts, whereas
“soul” is more prominent when speaking of emotions and
desires or of the person themselves. The term "heart” is
perhaps a more inclusive term. In the Bible it can be
understood to signify one’s conscious inner-self -
encompassing one’s emotions, thoughts and will.

Job 7:11 Therefore I will not restrain my mouth; I will speak
in the anguish of my spirit; I will complain in the bitterness of
my soul. E

This and the two references immediately below portray the

spirit and the soul as closely associated by attributing similar
actions to both of them.

Isa 26:9a My soul yearns for you in the night; my spirit within
me earnestly seeks you. £

Luke 1:46-47 And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord,
47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, ... 2

Heb 4:12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper
than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul
and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the
thoughts and intentions of the heart. £

Although this distinguishes between the soul and the spirit,
it is also portrays them as very closely connected.

Ps 143:4 Therefore my spirit faints within me; my heart
within me is appalled.
Here and in Isaiah 57:15 below the spirit and the heart are

closely associated. The remaining two references (Ps 84:2;
Prov 2:10) closely associate the soul and the heart.

Isa 57:15 For thus says the One who is high and lifted up,
who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: “I dwell in the
high and holy place, and also with him who is of a contrite
and lowly spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to revive
the heart of the contrite. E

A

Ps 84:2 My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the LORD; my
heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God.

Prov 2:10 ...for wisdom will come into your heart, and
knowledge will be pleasant to your soul; ...

% The spirit, soul and body as the whole person:

1Thes 5:23 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you
completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be
kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. &

Paul appears to be speaking of one's whole being as being
composed of the spirit, soul and body (cf. GNT, NCV).

The spirit and soul are at the core of one’s being . . .

Prov 20:27 The spirit* of man is the lamp of the LORD,
searching all his innermost parts. E

u Hebrew breath

Ps 103:1 Bless the LorD, O my soul, and all that is within me,
bless his holy name!

Ps 142:3 When my spirit faints within me, you know my way!
In the path where I walk they have hidden a trap for me. B

Lam 3:20 My soul continually remembers it and is bowed
down within me. 2

Ps 143:8 Let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love,
for in you I trust. Make me know the way I should go, for to
you l lift up my soul. 2

This and of the following reference from Mark 8 arguably
imply that one’s soul is not only at the core of one’s inmost
being but is the very essence and fundamental aspect of
one's being.

Mark 8:36-37 For what does it profit a man to gain the whole
world and forfeit his soul? 3’ For what can a man give in return
for his soul? E

... They embody and are central to one’s state of
mind - as often depicted in hardship

Ps 116:7 Return, O my soul, to your rest; for the LORD has dealt
bountifully with you. £

Isa 57:15-16 For thus says the One who is high and lifted up,
who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: “I dwell in the
high and holy place, and also with him who is of a contrite and
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lowly spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to revive the
heart of the contrite. 16For I will not contend forever, nor will
I always be angry; for the spirit would grow faint before me,
and the breath of life that [ made. £

Note that similarly to v. 15b, Genesis 45:27b says, “...the spirit
of their father Jacob revived.”

Ps 19:7 The law of the LoRD is perfect,” reviving the soul; the
testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; ... 5

v Or blameless

Ps 143:7 Answer me quickly, O Lorb! My spirit fails! Hide not
your face from me, lest I be like those who go down to the
pit. E

Prov 17:22 A joyful heart is good medicine, but a crushed
spirit dries up the bones. £

Job 10:1 I loathe my life; I will give free utterance to my
complaint; I will speak in the bitterness of my soul.

Ps 6:3 My soul also is greatly troubled. But you, O LORD—how
long? g

Isa 54:6 For the LORD has called you like a wife deserted and
grieved in spirit, like a wife of youth when she is cast off, says
your God. B

Isa 61:3 ...to grant to those who mourn in Zion— to give
them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of
gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead
of a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of
righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he may be
glorified.w

W Or that he may display his beauty

John 11:33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who
had come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his
spirit and greatly troubled.

John 13:21 After saying these things, Jesus was troubled in his
spirit, and testified, “Truly, truly, I say to you, one of you will
betray me.” 2

% Hope braces the soul:

Heb 6:19 We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the
soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind the
curtain, ... £

The spirit and soul are linked with one’s emotions

Note that a number of the verses in the previous subsection
similarly associate the spirit or the soul with one’s emotions.

Job 30:25 Did not I weep for him whose day was hard? Was
not my soul grieved for the needy? =

(i

Eccl 7:9 Be not quick in your spirit to become angry, for anger
lodges in the bosom of fools.

Ezek 3:14 The Spirit lifted me up and took me away, and I
went in bitterness in the heat of my spirit, the hand of the
LORD being strong upon me. E

Ps 35:9 Then my soul will rejoice in the LORD, exulting in his
salvation. g

Luke 1:47 ... and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, ... &

The spirit and soul are linked with one’s desires

Ps 143:6 I stretch out my hands to you; my soul thirsts for
you like a parched land. Selah

Ps 84:2 My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts of the LORD;

my heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God. E

Ps 119:81 My soul longs for your salvation; 1 hope in your
word. 2

Isa 26:9a My soul yearns for you in the night; my spirit within
me earnestly seeks you. 2

2Sam 13:39 And the spirit of the king* longed to go outy to
Absalom, because he was comforted about Amnon, since he
was dead. E

X Dead Sea Scroll, Septuagint; Hebrew David
¥ Compare Vulgate ceased to go out

Job 24:12 From out of the city the dying groan, and the soul
of the wounded cries for help; yet God charges no one with
wrong. 2

The spirit is involved in one’s thinking

See also:

= Phil 1:27 &

Job 32:8 Butitis the spirit in man, the breath of the Almighty,
that makes him understand. 2
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Ps 77:6-7 1said,” “Let me remember my song in the night; let
me meditate in my heart.” Then my spirit made a diligent
search: 7“Will the Lord spurn forever, and never again be
favorable? £

z Hebrew lacks I said

Mark 2:8 And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit that
they thus questioned within themselves, said to them, “Why
do you question these things in your hearts? £

Note that this verse also links the heart with one’s thoughts.

Rom 8:16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that
we are children of God, ... £

The Holy Spirit enables the believer's spirit to confidently
know that she or he is a child of God.

1Cor 2:11 For who knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit
of that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends
the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. E

Eph 4:23 ... and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, ...

Here “the spirit” may be referring more to “the attitude”
(NIV®) of our minds than to the human spirit. Even so, the
use of “spirit” in this way arguably still reflects that the spirit
is involved in one’s thinking.

Col 2:5 For though I am absent in body, yet I am with you in
spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the firmness of
your faith in Christ. E

With this figurative use of “spirit”, Paul seems to be indicating
that his thoughts and heart are with them (cf. CEV, NCV, NLT).

The spirit is fundamental to one’s attitude and
actions

Deut 2:30 But Sihon the king of Heshbon would not let us pass
by him, for the LORD your God hardened his spirit and made his
heart obstinate, that he might give him into your hand, as he
is this day.

Job 32:18 For I am full of words; the spirit within me
constrains me. £

Prov 16:18 Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty
spirit before a fall. &

Prov 18:14 A man'’s spirit will endure sickness, but a crushed
spirit who can bear? g

Isa 66:2 All these things my hand has made, and so all these
things came to be, declares the LORD. But this is the one to
whom [ will look: he who is humble and contrite in spirit and
trembles at my word. E

To be “contrite in spirit” is to be repentant and remorseful.

Matt 5:3 Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. £

The “"poor in spirit” are those who in their spirit humbly
acknowledge that they are impoverished in spiritual matters.

Matt 26:41 Watch and pray that you may not enter into
temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.

Ezek 13:3 Thus says the Lord Gop, Woe to the foolish
prophets who follow their own spirit, and have seen nothing!

2Cor 12:18 Turged Titus to go, and sent the brother with him.
Did Titus take advantage of you? Did we not act in the same
spirit? Did we not take the same steps? £
Paul speaks of Titus and himself acting alike as being of the
same “spirit” or “motives” (GNT), alluding to their individual
spirits being alike in will and attitude. In Philippians 1:27
below Paul speaks similarly of the Philippians’ “one spirit”.

Phil 1:27 Only let your manner of life be worthy? of the
gospel of Christ, so that whether [ come and see you or am
absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one
spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the
gospel, ... E

a Greek Only behave as citizens worthy

Note that the association of “spirit” and “mind” make this
verse also very pertinent to the previous subsection.

% The spirit and the mind contrasted:

1Cor 14:14-16 For ifI pray in a tongue, my spirit prays but my
mind is unfruitful. ®What am I to do? I will pray with my
spirit, but I will pray with my mind also; 1 will sing praise with
my spirit, but [ will sing with my mind also. 1°Otherwise, if you
give thanks with your spirit, how can anyone in the position
of an outsider? say “Amen” to your thanksgiving when he
does not know what you are saying? £

b Or of him that is without gifts

In the light of this verse and 1 Corinthians 2:11a in the
previous subsection, it would appear that the spirit is tuned
in to the thoughts of the mind, but the mind does not always
comprehend the spirit.
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People are dead without their spirit

James 2:26 For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so
also faith apart from works is dead. E

Ps 146:4 When his breath departs, he returns to the earth; on
that very day his plans perish.
Some translations use “spirit” here instead of “breath” (cf.

NASB, NIV, NKJV), making the verse relevant to this
subsection.

Luke 8:53-55 And they laughed at him, knowing that she was
dead. 5*But taking her by the hand he called, saying, “Child,
arise.” 5°And her spirit returned, and she got up at once. And
he directed that something should be given her to eat. E

Verse 55 implies that when the girl was dead (v. 53) her spirit
was absent — i.e. she was dead without her spirit.

Job 34:14-15 If he should set his heart to it and gather to
himself his spirit and his breath, 'Sall flesh would perish
together, and man would return to dust. 2

The term "his spirit” could be speaking of one’s spirit as that
which God has given — making the verse pertinent to this
subsection. However (as used earlier in this chapter) it may
well be referring to the Holy Spirit.

People’s spirits and souls exist after death

See also:

= Ps 146:4 ¢

Eccl 3:20-21 All go to one place. All are from the dust, and to
dust all return. 22Who knows whether the spirit of man goes
upward and the spirit of the beast goes down into the earth?

Following his assertion of the certainty of death (v. 20), the
author states his uncertainty as to what happens to the spirit
when it departs after a person dies. In doing so he implies
that the spirit continues to exist. Note that some
commentators think that in v. 21 the author is alluding to the
immortality of man in contrast to animals.

Eccl 12:6-7 ... before the silver cord is snapped, or the golden
bowl is broken, or the pitcher is shattered at the fountain, or
the wheel broken at the cistern, “and the dust returns to the
earth as it was, and the spirit returns to God who gave it. E
The illustrations in v.6 may well simply be general
representations of death — after which the spirit returns to
God (v.7) — although some commentators see them as
portraying particular aspects of the extinguishing of life.

Isa 14:9 Sheol beneath is stirred up to meet you when you
come; it rouses the shades to greet you, all who were leaders
of the earth; it raises from their thrones all who were kings

of the nations. E

The Hebrew translated here as “shades” can also be rendered
as "spirits of the dead” (NASB, NCV; cf. NIV).

Luke 23:46 Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said,
“Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And having said
this he breathed his last. E

The parallel verse in Matthew 27:50 says, “And Jesus cried out
again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit.”

Acts 7:59 And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out,
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” E

Heb 12:23 ... and to the assemblye¢ of the firstborn who are
enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the
spirits of the righteous made perfect, ... £

¢ Or church

The reference is to the spirits of righteous people who had
died (cf. NLT). The verse implies that their spirits still exist.

1Pet 3:19-20 ...in whichd he went and proclaimede to the
spirits in prison, 2%becausef they formerly did not obey, when
God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was
being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were
brought safely through water. E

4 Or the Spirit, in whom

¢ Or preached

f Or when

These “spirits” could well be referring to spirits of people long
dead. As such the passage would be relevant to this
subsection. Alternatively, fallen angels or demons may be in
view.

1Pet 4:6 For this is why the gospel was preached even to
those who are dead, that though judged in the flesh the way
people are, they might live in the spirit the way God does. E

This is most often taken to mean that God’s people will be
judged like all people in that their physical bodies will die,
but they will live like God does in their spiritual existence (cf.
GNT, NCV, NLT) — with their spirits continuing to exist.

Matt 10:28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot
kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and
body in hell.s8 £

g Greek Gehenna

Rev 6:9-11 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the
altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God
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and for the witness they had borne. 1°They cried out with a
loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before
you will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the
earth?” 1'Then they were each given a white robe and told to
rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow servantsh
and their brotherst should be complete, who were to be
killed as they themselves had been. §

h Greek fellow bondservants

I Or brothers and sisters. The plural Greek word adelphoi
(translated “brothers”) refers to siblings in a family. In
New Testament usage, depending on the context,
adelphoi may refer either to men or to both men and
women who are siblings (brothers and sisters) in God’s
family, the church

Verses 10-11 indicate that "the souls of those who had been

slain” (v. 9) were still very much in existence (cf. Rev 20:4 1).

Rev 20:4 Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those
to whom the authority to judge was committed. Also I saw
the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony
of Jesus and for the word of God, and those who had not
worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its
mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life
and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. £

Here John appears to speak of the souls of dead believers

existing even before they came back to life.

Pray for persecuted Christians

¢) The Uniqueness of People

Note that some of the points made in the previous section
on The Human Spirit also point to the uniqueness of people
amongst God'’s creation.

Subsections

= God has made people in his own image

= People have an able mind, with which to think and reason
intelligently . . .

= ... People can make judgments

= People have the moral capacity to know good from evil and
right from wrong . . .

= ... People can choose between good and evil

A

= People are of much more value than other creatures
= God has made people ruler over all other creatures
= People are to care for other creatures

= People are to act responsibly towards all creation

God has made people in his own image

That God has made people in his own image is evident in that
they reflect such things as his personal traits — e.g. aspects of
his character and intellect — and that they have a spirit (as
discussed in the previous section). Additionally, it is
noteworthy that although God essentially is spirit, Ezekiel
1:26-28 below speaks of him in terms of a human-like form
(cf. Ezek 1:26-28 {).

Gen 1:26-27 Then God said, “Let us make mani in our image,
after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish
of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the
livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping
thing that creeps on the earth.” 2’So God created man in his
own image, in the image of God he created him; male and
female he created them. E

I The Hebrew word for man (adam) is the generic term for
mankind and becomes the proper name Adam

Gen 5:1 This is the book of the generations of Adam. When
God created man, he made him in the likeness of God. E

Gen 9:6 Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his
blood be shed, for God made man in his own image. £

1Cor 11:7 For a man ought not to cover his head, since he is
the image and glory of God, but woman is the glory of man.

Paul appears to have in view Adam being made in the image
of God and then Eve being made from Adam (cf. v. 8). As
such, ultimately both male and female have been made in
the image of God (cf. Gen 1:27 1).

Col 3:10 ...and have put on the new self, which is being

renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. E
“Creator” could be referring to either God (cf. GNT) or Jesus
Christ (cf. NLT). Particularly if the former is the case, Paul
would probably have the above verses from Genesis in view.
As such he would be implying that having been created in
God’s image but flawed by sin, God's people are to be
renewed in his image.

James 3:9 With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it
we curse people who are made in the likeness of God. E
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Prov 14:31 Whoever oppresses a poor man insults his Maker,

but he who is generous to the needy honors him. E
Some commentators understand this to imply that
oppressing the poor shows contempt for God their Maker
because they have been made in his image. (The same could
then be said of why being kind to them honors God.)
However the writer may well simply mean that mistreating
anything God has made is being contemptuous of God as its
maker and of the purpose for which he has created it.

% A manifestation of the likeness of the glory of the LorD
had a human appearance:

Ezek 1:26-28 And above the expanse over their heads there
was the likeness of a throne, in appearance like sapphire;¥
and seated above the likeness of a throne was a likeness with
a human appearance. *?And upward from what had the
appearance of his waist | saw as it were gleaming metal, like
the appearance of fire enclosed all around. And downward
from what had the appearance of his waist | saw as it were
the appearance of fire, and there was brightness around
him.!28Like the appearance of the bow that is in the cloud on
the day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness all
around. Such was the appearance of the likeness of the glory
of the LorD. And when I saw it, I fell on my face, and I heard
the voice of one speaking. £

K Or lapis lazuli
I Orit

People have an able mind, with which to think and
reason intelligently . ..

Note that most of the following verses make reference to

I 1t

one’s "heart” rather than “mind”. As noted earlier, in the Bible
"heart” can be understood to signify one’s conscious inner-
self — encompassing one's emotions, thoughts and will. As
such, less literal translations mostly use "mind” in the
following verses, reflecting modern terminology for the
concept/s involved.

Job 38:36 Who has put wisdom in the inward parts™ or given
understanding to the mind™ 2

mOr in the ibis

" Or rooster

Eccl 2:3 [ searched with my heart how to cheer my body
with wine—my heart still guiding me with wisdom—and how
to lay hold on folly, till I might see what was good for the
children of man to do under heaven during the few days of
their life. £

Eccl 7:25 [ turned my heart to know and to search out and to
seek wisdom and the scheme of things, and to know the
wickedness of folly and the foolishness that is madness. E

Eccl 8:16 When I applied my heart to know wisdom, and to see
the business that is done on earth, how neither day nor night
do one’s eyes see sleep, ... E

Dan 5:14 [ have heard of you [Daniel] that the spirit of the
gods® is in you, and that light and understanding and
excellent wisdom are found in you.

° Or Spirit of God

Acts 17:2-3 And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on
three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the
Scriptures, 3explaining and proving that it was necessary for
the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying,
“This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ.” E

Neh 5:6-7a 1 was very angry when I heard their outcry and
these words. 7I took counsel with myself, and 1 brought
charges against the nobles and the officials. I said to them,
“You are exacting interest, each from his brother.” E

On hearing of a significant problem (v.6), Nehemiah
“thought it over” (AMP, CEV, NIrV) — giving the problem
“serious thought” (NKJV) — and took appropriate action (v. 7;
cf. vv. 8-13).

Rom 14:5 One person esteems one day as better than another,
while another esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully
convinced in his own mind. 2

. . . People can make judgments

See also:
= Neh 5:6-7 {t; Rom 14:5 ¢

As with some of the verses in the surrounding subsections,
most of the following verses contain examples illustrating the
assertion in this subsection’s heading.

2Sam 24:13-14 So Gad came to David and told him, and said
to him, “Shall threeP years of famine come to you in your land?
Or will you flee three months before your foes while they
pursue you? Or shall there be three days’ pestilence in your
land? Now consider, and decide what answer I shall return to
him who sent me.” *Then David said to Gad, “I am in great
distress. Let us fall into the hand of the LORD, for his mercy is
great; but let me not fall into the hand of man.” 2

P Compare 1 Chronicles 21:12, Septuagint; Hebrew seven
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David needed to decide or judge which of the three
punishments (v. 13) would be his preferred option — which he
quickly did (v. 14).

1Cor 7:40 Yetin my judgment she is happier if she remains as
she is. And I think that I too have the Spirit of God. 2

Luke 14:31 Or what king, going out to encounter another
king in war, will not sit down first and deliberate whether he
is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him
with twenty thousand? E

Acts 15:38 But Paul thought best not to take with them one
who had withdrawn from them in Pamphylia and had not
gone with them to the work. E

Acts 25:27 For it seems to me unreasonable, in sending a
prisoner, not to indicate the charges against him. 2

Luke 1:3-4 ... it seemed good to me also, having followed all
things closely for some time past, to write an orderly account
for you, most excellent Theophilus, *that you may have
certainty concerning the things you have been taught. 2
The premise that people are able to intelligently make
judgments is supported not only by Luke’s reasoning in v. 3,
but also in the assumption that Theophilus would be able to
know the certainty of what he had been taught (v. 4), for to
do so would likewise require him to reason intelligently.

Acts 17:11 Now these Jews were more noble than those in
Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness,
examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so.

People have the moral capacity to know good from
evil and right from wrong . . .

Gen 3:22a Then the LoRD God said, “Behold, the man has
become like one of us in knowing good and evil. £

1Ki 2:44 The king also said to Shimei, “You know in your own
heart all the harm that you did to David my father. So the LORD
will bring back your harm on your own head. E

Ps 51:3-4 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever
before me. *Against you, you only, have I sinned and done
what is evil in your sight, so that you may be justified in your
words and blameless in your judgment. £

Ps 119:128 Therefore I consider all your precepts to be right;
I hate every false way. E

A

Luke 23:41 And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due
reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong. E

Rom 2:14-15 For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by
nature do what the law requires, they are a law to
themselves, even though they do not have the law. >They
show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while
their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting
thoughts accuse or even excuse them ...

People have an intrinsic awareness of the requirements of

God's moral law, with their consciences and thoughts giving

indication as to what is morally right and wrong.

. .. People can choose between good and evil

See also:

= Ps 119:128 ¢

= We have the choice of whether or not to respond to God and
Jesus Christ, p. 1028

Isa 7:15 He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to
refuse the evil and choose the good. 2

Ps 37:27 Turn away from evil and do good; so shall you dwell
forever. 2

Ps 119:30 [ have chosen the way of faithfulness; 1 set your
rules before me. £

Prov 3:31 Do not envy a man of violence and do not choose
any of his ways, ...

Amos 5:14-15 Seek good, and not evil, that you may live; and
so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be with you, as you have
said. >Hate evil, and love good, and establish justice in the
gate; it may be that the LorD, the God of hosts, will be
gracious to the remnant of Joseph. E

People are of much more value than other creatures

Matt 6:26 Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor
reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father
feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?

(i

Matt 10:31 Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than
many sparrows. £

Matt 12:12a  Of how much more value is a man than a sheep!
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Ps 8:4-5 ... what is man that you are mindful of him, and the
son of man that you care for him? >Yet you have made him a
little lower than the heavenly beingsd and crowned him with
glory and honor.

4 Or than God; Septuagint than the angels

It is feasible to conclude from this — particularly in light of the
subsequent verses (vv. 6-8 ¥) —that such a status implies that
people are indeed much more valuable than other earthly
creatures.

t God has made people more knowledgeable and wiser
than other creatures:

Job 35:10-11 But none says, ‘Where is God my Maker, who
gives songs in the night, 'who teaches us more than the
beasts of the earth and makes us wiser than the birds of the
heavens? g

God has made people ruler over all other creatures

Gen 1:26-28 Then God said, “Let us make manr in our image,
after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish
of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the
livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing
that creeps on the earth.” ?’So God created man in his own
image, in the image of God he created him; male and female
he created them. 286And God blessed them. And God said to
them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue
it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds
of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the
earth.” g

r The Hebrew word for man (adam) is the generic term for

mankind and becomes the proper name Adam
Note that a number of commentators consider that being in
God’s image indicates that people are in a sense God's

representatives, and that it is as his representatives that they
are to rule over all other creatures.

Gen 2:19-20a Now out of the ground the LorRD God had
formeds every beast of the field and every bird of the heavens
and brought them to the man to see what he would call them.
And whatever the man called every living creature, that was
its name. 2°The man gave names to all livestock and to the
birds of the heavens and to every beast of the field. 2

s Or And out of the ground the LorD God formed

Adam'’s naming of the animals is understood to be indicative
of his — and all humankind's — authority over them.

Gen 9:2-3 The fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon
every beast of the earth and upon every bird of the heavens,

A

upon everything that creeps on the ground and all the fish of
the sea. Into your hand they are delivered. 3Every moving
thing that lives shall be food for you. And as I gave you the
green plants, I give you everything. £
“Into your hand they are delivered” (v. 2b) indicates that God
placed all creation under the control and power of
humankind (cf. CEV, GNT, NLT) — as alluded to by the fact that
all creatures would “fear” and “dread” (v. 2a) humans and by
them even being given to humans for food (v. 3).

Ps 8:6-8 You have given him dominion over the works of your
hands; you have put all things under his feet, "all sheep and
oxen, and also the beasts of the field, 8the birds of the heavens,
and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the
seas. g

Ps 115:16 The heavens are the LORD’s heavens, but the earth
he has given to the children of man. E

God is the ultimate ruler of the earth, but he has granted
humankind dominion over it.

Heb 2:6b-8 “What is man, that you are mindful of him, or
the son of man, that you care for him? 7’You made him for a
little while lower than the angels; you have crowned him
with glory and honor,' 8putting everything in subjection
under his feet.” Now in putting everything in subjection to him,
he left nothing outside his control. At present, we do not yet
see everything in subjection to him. E
t Some manuscripts insert and set him over the works of
your hands

Note that the last statement is often taken to be referring to
humankind's power over creatures not being complete — a
result of sin.

% All kinds of creatures have been tamed by people:

James 3:7 For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea
creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, ... 2

People are to care for other creatures

See also:

= Hab 2:17 &

Ex 23:10-11 For six years you shall sow your land and gather
in its yield, 1'but the seventh year you shall let it rest and lie
fallow, that the poor of your people may eat; and what they
leave the beasts of the field may eat. You shall do likewise with
your vineyard, and with your olive orchard. 2
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In addition to providing a year of rest for the land (cf. Lev
25:3-5 8) this law made provision for the wild animals (as
well as the poor).

Deut 22:4 You shall not see your brother’s donkey or his ox
fallen down by the way and ignore them. You shall help him to
lift them up again.

Deut 22:6-7 Ifyou come across a bird’s nest in any tree or on
the ground, with young ones or eggs and the mother sitting on
the young or on the eggs, you shall not take the mother with
the young. "You shall let the mother go, but the young you may
take for yourself, that it may go well with you, and that you
may live long. E
Most likely this command was aimed at the preservation of
the species and so also this particular food source. Taking the
mother would have meant that the young would also die,
whereas leaving her would allow her to reproduce.

Deut 22:10 You shall not plow with an ox and a donkey
together. E

The unequal strengths of the animals presumably would
cause them discomfort in such work.

Deut 25:4 You shall not muzzle an ox when it is treading out
the grain.
An ox was not to have its mouth covered to prevent it from
eating of the grain as it worked, for this would have been
unfair to the animal, not allowing it to renew its strength
while it did the work.

Prov 12:10 Whoever is righteous has regard for the life of his
beast, but the mercy of the wicked is cruel. g

Prov 27:23 Know well the condition of your flocks, and give
attention to your herds, ... £

Matt 12:11 He said to them, “Which one of you who has a
sheep, if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will not take hold of
it and lift it out?

Luke 13:15b Does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox
or his donkey from the manger and lead it away to water it?

People are to act responsibly towards all creation

Gen 2:15 The LorD God took the man and put him in the
garden of Eden to work it and keep it. 2

Adam's responsibility to take care of the Garden of Eden is
readily applicable to the relationship of humankind with all
of creation.

Lev 25:3-5 For six years you shall sow your field, and for six
years you shall prune your vineyard and gather in its fruits,
*butin the seventh year there shall be a Sabbath of solemn rest
for the land, a Sabbath to the LORD. You shall not sow your field
or prune your vineyard. SYou shall not reap what grows of
itself in your harvest, or gather the grapes of your undressed
vine. It shall be a year of solemn rest for the land.

Such a sabbath year of rest would replenish the land,

ensuring that it maintained its fertility — and hence its

goodness.

Deut 20:19 When you besiege a city for a long time, making
war against it in order to take it, you shall not destroy its trees
by wielding an axe against them. You may eat from them, but
you shall not cut them down. Are the trees in the field human,
that they should be besieged by you? E

Num 35:33 You shall not pollute the land in which you live,
for blood pollutes the land, and no atonement can be made
for the land for the blood that is shed in it, except by the
blood of the one who shed it.
Although this is actually referring to “polluting” the land
(specifically the promised land) by bloodshed, arguably it can
also be applied to polluting the land in other ways. As such
it would be applicable to this subsection.

Hab 2:17 The violence done to Lebanon will overwhelm you,
as will the destruction of the beasts that terrified them, for the
blood of man and violence to the earth, to cities and all who
dwell in them.
The Babylonians' desolation of the forests of Lebanon (cf.
CEV, GNT, NLT) and their destruction of animals contravened
humankind's responsibility towards nature — and they would
be punished for such “violence to the earth”, as well as their
shedding of blood. Note that “them” may be referring to the
forests of Lebanon.

John 6:12 And when they had eaten their fill, he told his
disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments, that nothing may
be lost.” 2

Food — as with all resources — should not be wasted.

Rev 11:18 The nations raged, but your wrath came, and the
time for the dead to be judged, and for rewarding your
servants," the prophets and saints, and those who fear your
name, both small and great, and for destroying the destroyers
of the earth. 2

G - H - OT - NT - Subj


https://www.esv.org/Deut+22:4
https://www.esv.org/Deut+22:6
https://www.esv.org/Deut+22:10
https://www.esv.org/Deut+25:4
https://www.esv.org/Prov+12:10
https://www.esv.org/Prov+27:23
https://www.esv.org/Matt+12:11
https://www.esv.org/Luke+13:15
https://www.esv.org/Gen+2:15
https://www.esv.org/Lev+25:3
https://www.esv.org/Deut+20:19
https://www.esv.org/Num+35:33
https://www.esv.org/Hab+2:17
https://www.esv.org/John+6:12
https://www.esv.org/Rev+11:18

6.1l. God’s Creation of People 239

u Greek bondservants

If "destroyers of the earth” is referring to or applicable to the
destruction of nature, then this of course underlines the
necessity for people to care for all creation. But note that
some commentators at least, interpret it to be referring to
those who actively work against God to the detriment of the
earth — in Revelation primarily Satan, the beast, and the false
prophet.

% Israel’s land still belonged to God:
Lev 25:23 The land shall not be sold in perpetuity, for the
land is mine. For you are strangers and sojourners with me. g

This truth can be applied to all land, for — as Scripture says a
number of times — God made the whole earth and it belongs
to him; people are merely strangers and temporary residents
on the earth. This underlines the need for people to act
responsibly towards the land.

Pray for persecuted Christians

d) Epilogue: God’s Self-Revelation to
People

See also:

» God communicates . . ., p. 23
= ... and people can communicate with God, p. 23

» God interacts with people, responding to their requests and
needs, p. 24

» b) God's Communication of His Word, p. 301

Subsections

= People cannot in themselves perceive or know God
= God reveals himself to people
= God reveals himself by what he does

= God's creation of the world and heavens perpetually
evidence and reveal God to all people . ..

= ... God's ongoing control over nature likewise testifies to him
= God is revealed in his acts of judgment and of salvation
= God is revealed and known through Jesus Christ

= Note: God reveals his plans and will

A

People cannot in themselves perceive or know God

See also:

= God cannot be seen by people .. ., p. 6

John 5:37 And the Father who sent me has himself borne
witness about me. His voice you have never heard, his form
you have never seen, ...

Job 9:11 Behold, he passes by me, and I see him not; he moves
on, but I do not perceive him.

Job 23:3, 8-9 Oh, that I knew where I might find him, that I
might come even to his seat! g ... 8“Behold, I go forward, but
he is not there, and backward, but I do not perceive him; %on
the left hand when he is working, I do not behold him; he turns
to the right hand, but I do not see him. E

Job 37:23 The Almighty—we cannot find him; he is great in
power; justice and abundant righteousness he will not
violate. E

Isa 45:15 Truly, you are a God who hides himself, O God of
Israel, the Savior. E
This appears to be speaking of or at least pointing to God
being beyond people’s grasp. More specifically it may be
speaking of God concealing himself or possibly of God
working in what seems to people as “strange and mysterious
ways"” (NLT).

Matt 11:27 All things have been handed over to me by my
Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no
one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the
Son chooses to reveal him. E

This and the following references indicate or suggest that by
themselves people cannot know God.

1Cor 1:21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not
know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly
of what we preach to save those who believe. £

Acts 17:23 For as I passed along and observed the objects of
your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, To
the unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown,
this I proclaim to you. E
Similarly in John 4:22a Jesus says of the Samaritans, “You
worship what you do not know ..."

1Thes 4:5 ...not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who
do not know God,; ... E
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Ex 5:2 But Pharaoh said, “Who is the LoRrD, that I should obey
his voice and let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, and
moreover, [ will not let Israel go.”

God reveals himself to people

Deut 5:24 And you said, ‘Behold, the LORD our God has shown
us his glory and greatness, and we have heard his voice out of
the midst of the fire. This day we have seen God speak with
man, and man still live.

1Sam 2:27 And there came a man of God to Eli and said to
him, “Thus the LORD has said, ‘Did I indeed reveal myself to the
house of your father when they were in Egypt subject to the
house of Pharaoh? £

The implication of the rhetorical question is that this was
indeed the case.

Ezek 20:5 ... and say to them, Thus says the Lord Gob: On the
day when I chose Israel, I sworeV to the offspring of the house
of Jacob, making myself known to them in the land of Egypt; 1
swore to them, saying, | am the LORD your God.

v Hebrew I lifted my hand; twice in this verse; also verses
6,15, 23, 28,42

Isa 65:1 [ was ready to be sought by those who did not ask for
me; [ was ready to be found by those who did not seek me. |
said, “Here am I, here am I,” to a nation that was not called
by¥ my name. £

W Or that did not call upon

Note that there is debate amongst scholars as to whether this

is speaking of the nation of Israel — the first nation that God

revealed himself to — or to the Gentiles. Paul applies it to the
latter in Romans 10:20.

Num 12:6 And he said, “Hear my words: If there is a prophet
among you, I the LORD make myself known to him in a vision; |
speak with him in a dream.

1Sam 3:7, 10, 21 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and
the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. g ...
194And the LORD came and stood, calling as at other times,
“Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant
hears.” 2 ... 21And the LORD appeared again at Shiloh, for the
LORD revealed himself to Samuel at Shiloh by the word of the
LORD.

These verses indicate that God revealed himself to Samuel

through his word, including (or in particular) his spoken
word.

Jer 24:7 [ will give them a heart to know that I am the LORD,
and they shall be my people and I will be their God, for they
shall return to me with their whole heart.

This suggests that God enables people to know him (cf. AMP,
NASB, NKJV) — or at least to know key things about him.

God reveals himself by what he does

See also:

= Rom 1:18 &
» God'’s great power is shown in his deeds, p. 36

= God'’s judgment shows his might and his sovereignty . . .,
p. 435

» God'’s saving of his people reveals God'’s great power, p. 923

Note that the following three subsections further illustrate
that God is revealed and made known in his works or deeds.

Ex 9:16-18 But for this purpose I have raised you up, to show
you my power, so that my name may be proclaimed in all the
earth.7You are still exalting yourself against my people and
will not let them go. 8Behold, about this time tomorrow I will
cause very heavy hail to fall, such as never has been in Egypt
from the day it was founded until now. E

By sending Egypt's worst hailstorm (v.18) — and other
plagues (cf. 7:14-12:30) — God revealed his power, leading to
him being made known throughout the earth (v. 16).

Deut 3:24 O Lord Gob, you have only begun to show your
servant your greatness and your mighty hand. For what god is
there in heaven or on earth who can do such works and mighty
acts as yours? g

1Ki 8:41-43 Likewise, when a foreigner, who is not of your
people Israel, comes from a far country for your name’s sake
42(for they shall hear of your great name and your mighty
hand, and of your outstretched arm), when he comes and
prays toward this house, *3hear in heaven your dwelling
place and do according to all for which the foreigner calls to
you, in order that all the peoples of the earth may know your
name and fear you, as do your people Israel, and that they may
know that this house that I have built is called by your name.

Isa 40:3-5 A voice cries:* “In the wilderness prepare the way
of the LORD; make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be
made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the
rough places a plain. >And the glory of the LORD shall be
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revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of
the LORD has spoken.”

X Or A voice of one crying

This initially refers to God's deliverance of the Jews from
captivity in Babylon. One interpretation is that vv. 3-4 are
speaking metaphorically of the preparation of God's way for
the return of his people — by which God would be revealed
(v. 5a). Another interpretation is that vv. 3-4 speak of the
need to address the spiritual barrenness of God's people,
before the coming of the King (v. 5). The passage is also
understood to have a final fulfillment in God's redemption
that would come through Jesus Christ.

Ezek 20:9 ButI acted for the sake of my name, that it should
not be profaned in the sight of the nations among whom they
lived, in whose sight I made myself known to them in bringing
them out of the land of Egypt. g
God revealed himself to the Israelites by bringing them out
of Egypt. Furthermore, this verse implies that by doing so in
the sight of other nations, this act of deliverance also
revealed God to some extent to these other nations.

Dan 2:45b, 47 [Daniel, to King Nebuchadnezzar:] A great God
has made known to the king what shall be after this. The
dream is certain, and its interpretation sure.” E ... *’The king
answered and said to Daniel, “Truly, your God is God of gods
and Lord of kings, and a revealer of mysteries, for you have
been able to reveal this mystery.” E
God'’s revelation (through Daniel) of both the content and
meaning of the king's mysterious dream (cf. vv. 1-11) showed
him to be “God of gods and the Lord of kings” (v. 47) — as
well as “a revealer of mysteries” (v. 47).

God'’s creation of the world and heavens perpetually
evidence and reveal God to all people. ..

See also:

= |sa 40:26 &; Isa 41:20 &
= Creation attests to God's greatness and glory, p. 219
= Creation attests to God'’s power, p. 220

= Creation and God'’s control over it show his power and
wisdom to be incomparable . . ., p. 220

* ... God made this point very clear to Job, p. 221

Rom 1:18-20 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by
their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 1°For what can be
known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it
to them. 2°For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal

A

power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever
since the creation of the world, in the things that have been
made. So they are without excuse.

Job 36:24-25 Remember to extol his work, of which men
have sung. 2> All mankind has looked on it; man beholds it from
afar. B
Inv. 24, “work" probably refers primarily to creation. One can
infer from these verses that in his work — which is most
praiseworthy (v. 24b) — God is evidenced or revealed, with
such traits as his power and goodness clearly being
demonstrated.

Ps 8:1 O Lorp, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the
earth! You have set your glory above the heavens. £

The exclamation "how majestic is your name in all the earth!”
appears to be implying that God’'s majesty is displayed
throughout the earth, the earth being so wonderfully
created. Likewise the second part of the verse may well be
speaking of God's glory being displayed by the creation of
the heavens, with the stars, sun and moon (cf. v. 3; Ps 19:1-
4a 1; Ps97:6 4).

Ps 19:1-4a The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky
abovey proclaims his handiwork. 2Day to day pours out speech,
and night to night reveals knowledge. 3There is no speech, nor
are there words, whose voice is not heard. *Their voice* goes
out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the
world. £

Y Hebrew the expanse; compare Genesis 1:6-8

z Or Their measuring line

The marvelous heavens and skies are wonderful examples of

God’s work. Their magnificence is evidence - perpetually
displayed to all - that there is a glorious Creator-God.

Acts 17:24-27 The God who made the world and everything in
it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples
made by man,? 2°nor is he served by human hands, as though
he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life
and breath and everything. *And he made from one man
every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth,
having determined allotted periods and the boundaries of
their dwelling place, ?that they should seek God, in the hope
that they might feel their way toward him and find him. Yet
he is actually not far from each one of us, ... £

a Greek made by hands

Verse 27 indicates that God's creation of all things (v. 24)
including all people (vv. 25-26a) — along with his providence
over the nations (v. 26b) — should move people to seek him,
for these things reveal God's existence and his concern with
people.
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. God’'s ongoing control over nature likewise
testifies to him

Acts 14:17 Yet he did not leave himself without witness, for he
did good by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons,
satisfying your hearts with food and gladness. E

God'’s provision through his regulation of nature testifies to
people of his existence and reveals his kindness.

Job 37:6-7 For to the snow he says, ‘Fall on the earth,’ likewise

to the downpour, his mighty downpour. "He seals up the hand

of every man, that all men whom he made may know it. E
The powerful effects of God's work in nature can inhibit
people’s activities — “seals up the hand of every man” —
making them stop and recognize his works and power (cf.
CEV, GNT, NCV, NLT). As such God’'s works in nature are
evidence of God's existence and reveal his power.

Isa 40:26 Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created
these? He who brings out their host by number, calling them
all by name, by the greatness of his might, and because he is
strong in power not one is missing. E
God not only created the stars, he controls or oversees the
continuation of their display night by night. The first part of
the verse suggests that one should stop and consider these
things — and so realize that God is responsible for the
universe and its continuance.

Ps 19:4b-6 In them [the heavens] he has set a tent for the sun,
Swhich comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber,
and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. éIts rising is
from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them,
and there Is nothing hidden from its heat. E
Following on from the preceding verses regarding the
heavens in general (cf. 1-4a 1), this suggests that the sun and
its daily appearance are likewise evidence of God, revealing
God and his glory to all things, with “nothing hidden from its
heat” (v. 6).

Ps 97:3-6 Fire goes before him and burns up his adversaries
all around. *His lightnings light up the world; the earth sees
and trembles. >The mountains melt like wax before the LORD,
before the Lord of all the earth. °The heavens proclaim his
righteousness, and all the peoples see his glory. E
This may be speaking of dramatic physical occurrences in
nature as revealing God and his reign (cf. vv. 1-2) before “all
the peoples” (v. 6) — hence its inclusion here. However some
commentators understand it to be referring to God coming
and imposing his absolute reign over the earth.

Isa 41:17-20 When the poor and needy seek water, and there
is none, and their tongue is parched with thirst, I the LORD
will answer them; I the God of Israel will not forsake them.
18] will open rivers on the bare heights, and fountains in the
midst of the valleys. I will make the wilderness a pool of water,
and the dry land springs of water. °I will put in the wilderness
the cedar, the acacia, the myrtle, and the olive. I will set in the
desert the cypress, the plane and the pine together, ?°that they
may see and know, may consider and understand together,
that the hand of the LORD has done this, the Holy One of Israel
has created it. 2

Note that this is often understood to initially at least refer to

God's provision for the Israelites returning from exile in

Babylon (cf. 43:19-20). Some commentators, however, think
it refers to conditions in the future renewed Israel.

God is revealed in his acts of judgment and of
salvation

See also:

» d) God’s Judgment Reveals God, p. 434
= e) God Is Revealed in Saving His People, p. 921

Ps 9:16 The LORD has made himself known; he has executed
judgment; the wicked are snared in the work of their own
hands. Higgaion.P Selah g

b Probably a musical or liturgical term

Ezek 35:10-11 Because you said, ‘These two nations and
these two countries shall be mine, and we will take
possession of them’—although the LORD was there—
Htherefore, as I live, declares the Lord Gob, I will deal with
you according to the anger and envy that you showed
because of your hatred against them. And I will make myself
known among them, when I judge you.

By his judgment of Edom, God would make himself known —
i.e. make known that he exists and that he is God.

Ezek 38:22-23 With pestilence and bloodshed I will enter into
Jjudgment with him, and I will rain upon him and his hordes
and the many peoples who are with him torrential rains and
hailstones, fire and sulfur. 2350 I will show my greatness and
my holiness and make myself known in the eyes of many
nations. Then they will know that I am the LORD. E

Ezek 39:4-7, 21-22 You shall fall on the mountains of Israel,
you and all your hordes and the peoples who are with you. |
will give you to birds of prey of every sort and to the beasts of
the field to be devoured. 5You shall fall in the open field, for |
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have spoken, declares the Lord Gob. 61 will send fire on Magog
and on those who dwell securely in the coastlands, and they
shall know that I am the LORD. 7“And my holy name [ will make
known in the midst of my people Israel, and [ will not let my
holy name be profaned anymore. And the nations shall know
that I am the LORD, the Holy One in Israel. g ...21“And [ will set
my glory among the nations, and all the nations shall see my
Jjudgment that I have executed, and my hand that I have laid
on them. 22The house of Israel shall know that I am the LORD
their God, from that day forward. E

2Ki 19:19, 35 So now, O LORD our God, save us, please, from his
hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that you, O
LoRrD, are God alone.” 2 ... 3°And that night the angel of the
LoRrD went out and struck down 185,000 in the camp of the
Assyrians. And when people arose early in the morning,
behold, these were all dead bodies. £

God'’s saving of his people makes him known to the nations.

In conjunction with this, it makes known: his salvation and

righteousness (cf. Ps 98:1-3 {); and his mighty power (cf. Ps
106:8 {).

Ps 98:1-3 Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done
marvelous things! His right hand and his holy arm have
worked salvation for him. *The LORD has made known his
salvation; he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the
nations. 3He has remembered his steadfast love and
faithfulness to the house of Israel. All the ends of the earth
have seen the salvation of our God. E

In v. 1 God’s “right hand” and “arm” signify his great power
(cf. CEV, GNT, NLT).

Ps 106:8 Yet he saved them for his name’s sake, that he might
make known his mighty power. 2

Isa 60:16 You shall suck the milk of nations; you shall nurse at
the breast of kings; and you shall know that I, the LORD, am
your Savior and your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob. £

God's salvation makes known unequivocally to his people
that he is their Savior and Redeemer — “the Mighty One of
Jacob”.

God is revealed and known through Jesus Christ

See also:

= Jesus Christ is the image of God, p. 113

= Jesus Christ has the form and fullness of God — equality in
nature, p. 114

= To know or see Jesus Christ is to know or see the Father,
p. 120

= Jesus came to enable us to know God, p. 511

John 1:18 No one has ever seen God; the only God,© who is at
the Father’s side, he has made him known. E
¢ Or the only One, who is God; some manuscripts the only

Son
d Greek in the bosom of the Father

The phrase "the only God" refers to Jesus Christ.

John 17:6, 26 [Jesus:] “I have manifested your name to the
people whom you gave me out of the world. Yours they were,
and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. &
... 26 made known to them your name, and I will continue to
make it known, that the love with which you have loved me
may be in them, and I in them.” §

The references to “your name” are indicative of God himself.
Jesus made God known to a deeper, more comprehensive
extent than previous revelation had done, revealing more
about such things as attributes of God and matters of his will.

Matt 11:27 All things have been handed over to me by my
Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no
one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the
Son chooses to reveal him. E

John 8:19 They said to him therefore, “Where is your
Father?” Jesus answered, “You know neither me nor my
Father. Ifyou knew me, you would know my Father also.”

In coming to know Jesus Christ, one comes to know God (cf.
John 14:6-7 1).

John 12:45 And whoever sees me sees him who sent me. £

John 14:6-7 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth,
and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.7If
you had known me, you would have known my Father also.®
From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 2

e Or Ifyou know me, you will know my Father also, or If you
have known me, you will know my Father also

Note that the final statement may be speaking of the
disciples knowing God more fully through Jesus following
Jesus' forthcoming death and resurrection.

1Jn 5:20 And we know that the Son of God has come and has
given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true;
and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is
the true God and eternal life. E
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John 15:15 No longer do I call you servants,f for the servantg
does not know what his master is doing; but [ have called
you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have
made known to you. E

f Greek bondservants

8 Greek bondservant; also verse 20

In conjunction with making God known, Jesus made known
everything that he had heard from the Father.

Note: God reveals his plans and will

See also:

= The gospel reveals God'’s hidden mystery concerning Jesus
Christ, p. 1761

Gen 41:25 Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of
Pharaoh are one; God has revealed to Pharaoh what he is
about to do. E

1Chr 17:19, 25 Foryour servant’s sake, O LORD, and according
to your own heart, you have done all this greatness, in making
known all these great things. £ ... 25For you, my God, have
revealed to your servant that you will build a house for him.
Therefore your servant has found courage to pray before
you. £

The "great things” (v. 19) that God made known to David

concerned God's will and “all this greatness” (v. 19) that God

had done in determining to build a "house” or dynasty for
David (v. 25; cf. v. 19).

Ps 25:14 The friendshiph of the LORD is for those who fear him,
and he makes known to them his covenant. 2
h Or The secret counsel

Note that the alternative rendering in the text note would
make the first half of this verse more pertinent to this
subsection.

Ps 103:7 He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to the
people of Israel. £

Here God's "ways” may refer to God's “plans” (GNT, NIrV),
“character” (NLT) or his “law” (CEV).

Dan 2:45b [Daniel, to King Nebuchadnezzar:] A great God has
made known to the king what shall be after this. The dream is
certain, and its interpretation sure.” g

Amos 3:7 For the Lord Gob does nothing without revealing
his secret to his servants the prophets.

God's “secret” would primarily be his plan/s.

Amos 4:13  For behold, he who forms the mountains and
creates the wind, and declares to man what is his thought,
who makes the morning darkness, and treads on the heights
of the earth— the LORD, the God of hosts, is his name!

God's thoughts that he reveals to people would be inclusive
of his plans and will.

Acts 22:14 And he said, ‘The God of our fathers appointed you
to know his will, to see the Righteous One and to hear a voice
from his mouth; ... 2

Acts 27:22-24 Yetnow I urge you to take heart, for there will
be no loss of life among you, but only of the ship. 23For this
very night there stood before me an angel of the God to whom
I belong and whom I worship, **and he said, ‘Do not be afraid,
Paul; you must stand before Caesar. And behold, God has
granted you all those who sail with you.” E

Through an angel God revealed to Paul aspects of his plans

for him, including his will regarding Paul’s near future (v. 23)

and his immediate will regarding the hazardous storm (v. 24).

Rom 1:16-17 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the
power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the
Jew first and also to the Greek. 17For in it the righteousness of
God is revealed from faith for faith,! as it is written, “The
righteous shall live by faith.”i §

I Or beginning and ending in faith
I Or The one who by faith is righteous shall live

Rom 16:25-26 Now to him who is able to strengthen you
according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ,
according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret
for long ages 2°but has now been disclosed and through the
prophetic writings has been made known to all nations,
according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about
the obedience of faith— £

Pray for persecuted Christians
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I. God’s Supreme Authority

See also:
= d) Jesus Christ as Lord of All, p. 684

As the one and only God, God reigns supreme in the world.
He has supreme power over all things. As such, God defeats
his enemies and he fulfills his plans. A realization of this
produces submission to and worship of the one and only
God.

a) The Lorp Is God - the Only God

Note that God stated that the “LORD" was the name by which
he was to be known (cf. Note: God declared his actual name
to be the "LORD", p. 51).

Subsections

= The LorD is God

= The LorD is God of heaven and earth

= The Lord is God of all people

= The Lorb is the true and living God . ..

= ... He s the one and only God

= God's deeds show that he is the only God . . .

= ... God's deeds show that he is indeed the LOrRD

The LORD is God
Ps 100:3a Know that the LORD, he is God! Z

Josh 22:34 The people of Reuben and the people of Gad
called the altar Witness, “For,” they said, “it is a witness
between us that the LORD is God.” £

The altar was set up as a witness and a reminder between the
tribes on both sides of the Jordan River that the LORD is God.

1Ki 18:21, 36-39 And Elijah came near to all the people and
said, “How long will you go limping between two different
opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal, then
follow him.” And the people did not answer him a word. &
... 3%And at the time of the offering of the oblation, Elijah the
prophet came near and said, “O LorD, God of Abraham, Isaac,
and Israel, let it be known this day that you are God in Israel,

A

and that I am your servant, and that I have done all these
things at your word. 3’Answer me, O LORD, answer me, that
this people may know that you, O LORD, are God, and that you
have turned their hearts back.” 33Then the fire of the LORD
fell and consumed the burnt offering and the wood and the
stones and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the
trench. 3°And when all the people saw it, they fell on their
faces and said, “The LORD, he is God; the LORD, he is God.”

2Sam 7:28 And now, O Lord Gob, you are God, and your
words are true, and you have promised this good thing to
your servant.
When the Hebrew word for “Lord” (Adonai) immediately
precedes the word for “the LORD" (YHWH), in English
translations it is usually rendered as “Lord GOD" — as is the
case in this verse — rather than as “Lord the LORD" or “Lord
LORD".

Ps 46:10 “Be still, and know that I am God. 1 will be exalted
among the nations, [ will be exalted in the earth!” £

% The LoRD is a great God:

Ps 95:3 For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above
all gods.

The LorD is God of heaven and earth

See also:

= God is both Jesus Christ's God and his Father, p. 132

Gen 24:3 ... that I may make you swear by the LORD, the God
of heaven and God of the earth, that you will not take a wife
for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among
whom I dwell, ... 2

Deut 4:39 ... know therefore today, and lay it to your heart,
that the LorD is God in heaven above and on the earth beneath;
there is no other. 2

Josh 2:11 And as soon as we heard it, our hearts melted, and
there was no spirit left in any man because of you, for the
LORD your God, he is God in the heavens above and on the earth
beneath. 2

Ezra 5:11 And this was their reply to us: ‘We are the servants
of the God of heaven and earth, and we are rebuilding the
house that was built many years ago, which a great king of
Israel built and finished.
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Isa 54:5 For your Maker is your husband, the LORD of hosts is
his name; and the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer, the
God of the whole earth he is called. 2
Note that the title “the LORD of hosts” is probably speaking
of God's power or authority over all things or all forces in the
universe — physical and spiritual. Other possibilities are that
"hosts” refers in particular to Israel’'s army or to angels.

Matt 11:25 At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things
from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little
children; ... E

The fact that the LORD is the God of heaven and earth is

reflected in him being acknowledged as the “Lord of heaven
and earth” (cf. Luke 10:21; Acts 17:24).

%t God makes peace in heaven:
Job 25:2 Dominion and fear are with God;2 he makes peace
in his high heaven. g

a Hebrew him

This points to God's authority in heaven, where he
establishes peace.

The LoRD is God of all people

2Ki 19:15 And Hezekiah prayed before the LORD and said: “O
LoRD, the God of Israel, enthroned above the cherubim, you
are the God, you alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth; you
have made heaven and earth. £

Num 27:16 Let the LORD, the God of the spirits of all flesh,
appoint a man over the congregation ... E

Jer 32:27 Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh. Is
anything too hard for me? £

Luke 20:38 Now he is not God of the dead, but of the living,
for all live to him. E

The last clause appears to mean that all people remain “in
definite relationship to Him" (AMP); no one ceases to exist
and drops off God's “radar”. In saying that to God all people
including the physically dead are in this sense alive to God,
Jesus has at least partially in view the resurrection of the dead
(cf. vv.27-37). He may also have in view people's spirits
existing after death (cf. People’s spirits and souls exist after
death, p. 233).

Acts 3:13 The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified his servant? Jesus,
whom you delivered over and denied in the presence of
Pilate, when he had decided to release him. E

b Or child; also verse 26

Rom 3:29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of
Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, ... E

Rev 22:6 And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy
and true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets,
has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take
place.” E
This speaks of God as the one who “controls the spirits of his
prophets” (CEV).

Ps 42:8 By day the LORD commands his steadfast love, and
at night his song is with me, a prayer to the God of my life. &

The Loro is the true and living God . . .

See also:

» God is alive, p. 24

Jer 10:10 But the LORD is the true God; he is the living God and
the everlasting King. At his wrath the earth quakes, and the
nations cannot endure his indignation. £

1Thes 1:9 For they themselves report concerning us the kind
of reception we had among you, and how you turned to God
from idols to serve the living and true God, ... E

1Jn 5:20 And we know that the Son of God has come and has
given us understanding, so that we may know him who is
true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He
is the true God and eternal life. £
The last statement is most likely referring to God, although
possibly Jesus Christ is in view. Particularly in view of the last
statement, the earlier references to God being “true” may
well more specifically be speaking of him as “the true God”
(CEV, GNT, NLT). (Also note the comment on John 7:28
below.)

John 7:28 So Jesus proclaimed, as he taught in the temple,
“You know me, and you know where I come from? But I have
not come of my own accord. He who sent me is true, and him
you do not know. E

In saying here that God is “true” Jesus could have had in view

one or more of the following: God is real, the true God (as in
this subsection’s theme); God is truthful (cf. CEV, GNT);
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and/or God is faithful. The same can be said of “true” in
Revelation 6:10, where God is called "Sovereign Lord, holy
and true”.

Dan 6:26 [ make a decree, that in all my royal dominion
people are to tremble and fear before the God of Daniel, for
he is the living God, enduring forever; his kingdom shall never
be destroyed, and his dominion shall be to the end. E

Acts 14:15 Men, why are you doing these things? We also are
men, of like nature with you, and we bring you good news,
that you should turn from these vain things to a living God,
who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that
isin them. g

Heb 12:22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city
of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable
angels in festal gathering, ... E

... He is the one and only God

See also:

» God is one, p. 6

= Note: There is one God, the Father — and one Lord, Jesus
Christ, p. 126

Deut 4:39 ... know therefore today, and lay it to your heart,
that the LoRD is God in heaven above and on the earth beneath;
there is no other. £

2Sam 22:32 For who is God, but the LORD? And who is a rock,
except our God?

Isa 44:6, 8b Thus says the LoRD, the King of Israel and his
Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: “I am the first and [ am the last;
besides me there isno god. 2 ...8 ... Is there a God besides me?
There is no Rock; I know not any.” 2
References to God as a "Rock” (v. 8) depict him as a secure
mountain or stronghold of infallible strength, to whom his
people can go for protection. With this use of “Rock”, Isaiah
is in effect saying that there is no other "powerful god” (GNT).

Isa 45:21-22 Declare and present your case; let them take
counsel together! Who told this long ago? Who declared it of
old? Was it not I, the LorRD? And there is no other god besides
me, a righteous God and a Savior; there is none besides me.
22“Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For /
am God, and there is no other. £

Hos 13:4 Butlam the LORD your God from the land of Egypt;
you know no God but me, and besides me there is no savior.

1Cor 8:4 Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols,
we know that “an idol has no real existence,” and that “there
is no God but one.” E

1Tim 1:17 To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only
God, be honor and glory forever and ever.©c Amen. E

¢ Greek to the ages of ages

God’s deeds show that he is the only God . . .

See also:

= ... Things God does which show that there is no one like him,
p. 30

» God'’s saving of his people makes known that he is the LorD
—the only God, p. 922

Deut 32:39 See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god
beside me; I kill and I make alive; | wound and I heal; and there
is none that can deliver out of my hand. E

Ps 86:10 Foryou aregreat and do wondrous things; you alone
are God. 2

2Ki 19:15 And Hezekiah prayed before the LORD and said: “O
LoRD, the God of Israel, enthroned above the cherubim, you
are the God, you alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth; you
have made heaven and earth. E

1Chr 16:26 For all the gods of the peoples are idols, but the
LoRrD made the heavens. 2

All other “gods” are only idols — not real gods at all. In
contrast the LORD is certainly not an idol, as shown by the fact
that he made the heavens — evidencing that he is the only
God.

Isa 43:9-13 All the nations gather together, and the peoples
assemble. Who among them can declare this, and show us the
former things? Let them bring their witnesses to prove them
right, and let them hear and say, It is true. 1%“You are my
witnesses,” declares the LORD, “and my servant whom [ have
chosen, that you may know and believe me and understand
that I am he. Before me no god was formed, nor shall there be
any after me. 111, I am the LORD, and besides me there is no
savior. 12| declared and saved and proclaimed, when there
was no strange god among you; and you are my witnesses,”
declares the LORD, “and I am God. 3Also henceforth I am he;
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there is none who can deliver from my hand; I work, and who

can turn it back?” g2
Amongst other things, this speaks of God's declaration of
future events and their fulfillment as evidencing that he is the
only God. In v. 9, “this” probably refers to the rise of Cyrus
the Great and/or the deliverance of the Jews through him (cf.
AMP); and “the former things” speaks of previous prophecies
that had been or were being fulfilled (cf. CEV, GNT, NCV). In
v. 12, "l declared and saved and proclaimed” likely has in view
God stating that he would save Israel and then doing so (cf.
CEV, GNT, NLT).

Isa 45:5-7, 18 [ am the LoRrD, and there is no other, besides me
there is no God; I equip you, though you do not know me, éthat
people may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west,
that there is none besides me; I am the LORD, and there is no
other. I form light and create darkness, I make well-being and
create calamity, I am the LORD, who does all these things. E ...
18For thus says the LORD, who created the heavens (he is God!),
who formed the earth and made it (he established it; he did
not create it empty, he formed it to be inhabited!): “I am the
LORD, and there is no other. £

Isa 46:9-10 ... remember the former things of old; for I am
God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me,
Wdeclaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times
things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will
accomplish all my purpose,” £

The first clause refers to things that God had done long
before, possibly also alluding to his ability to foretell future
events, which he has done throughout history (v. 10).

Isa 64:4 From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear,
no eye has seen a God besides you, who acts for those who wait
for him. £

Ps 46:8-10 Come, behold the works of the LORD, how he has
brought desolations on the earth. °He makes wars cease to the
end of the earth; he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he
burns the chariots with fire. 1°“Be still, and know that I am
God. I will be exalted among the nations, [ will be exalted in
the earth!”

2Ki 5:14-15 So he went down and dipped himself seven
times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God,
and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he
was clean. 15Then he returned to the man of God, he and all
his company, and he came and stood before him. And he said,
“Behold, I know that there is no God in all the earth but in
Israel; so accept now a present from your servant.” £

... God’s deeds show that he is indeed the LORD

See also:

» God'’s saving of his people makes known that he is the LorD
— the only God, p. 922

When God'’s speaks of his deeds making known that he is
“the LORD", he is in effect speaking of them making known
that he is “the LORD, the God of Israel” (Isa 45:3 {; cf. Ezek
28:26 1) — the only true God.

1Ki 20:13, 21, 28-29 And behold, a prophet came near to
Ahab king of Israel and said, “Thus says the LorD, Have you
seen all this great multitude? Behold, I will give it into your
hand this day, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” § ...
21And the king of Israel went out and struck the horses and
chariots, and struck the Syrians with a great blow. g ...28And
a man of God came near and said to the king of Israel, “Thus
says the LORD, ‘Because the Syrians have said, “The LORD is a
god of the hills but he is not a god of the valleys,” therefore I
will give all this great multitude into your hand, and you shall
know that I am the LORD.”” 2°And they encamped opposite one
another seven days. Then on the seventh day the battle was
joined. And the people of Israel struck down of the Syrians
100,000 foot soldiers in one day. 2

Neh 9:6 4 “You are the LORD, you alone. You have made
heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth
and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them; and you
preserve all of them; and the host of heaven worships you. £

d Septuagint adds And Ezra said

Isa 45:3 [ will give you the treasures of darkness and the
hoards in secret places, thatyou may know that it is I, the LORD,
the God of Israel, who call you by your name. g

The reference is to Cyrus, the Persian king.

Isa 49:23 Kings shall be your foster fathers, and their queens
your nursing mothers. With their faces to the ground they
shall bow down to you, and lick the dust of your feet. Then you
will know that I am the LorD; those who wait for me shall not
be put to shame. E

Ezek 12:15, 20 And they shall know that I am the LORD, when
I disperse them among the nations and scatter them among
the countries. 2 ... 20And the inhabited cities shall be laid
waste, and the land shall become a desolation; and you shall
know that I am the LORD. E

The fulfillment of God's threatened judgment for the

people’s persistent unfaithfulness to him would make known
that is the LORD.

G - H - OT - NT - Subj


https://www.esv.org/Isa+45:5
https://www.esv.org/Isa+45:18
https://www.esv.org/Isa+46:9
https://www.esv.org/Isa+64:4
https://www.esv.org/Ps+46:8
https://www.esv.org/2Ki+5:14
https://www.esv.org/1Ki+20:13
https://www.esv.org/1Ki+20:21
https://www.esv.org/1Ki+20:28
https://www.esv.org/Neh+9:6
https://www.esv.org/Isa+45:3
https://www.esv.org/Isa+49:23
https://www.esv.org/Ezek+12:15
https://www.esv.org/Ezek+12:20

250 7. God's Sovereignty

Ezek 16:62 [ will establish my covenant with you, and you
shall know that I am the LORD, ...
This speaks of an “everlasting covenant” (v. 60). Some think
it refers to the New Covenant, but other commentators claim
that it is speaking of renewing the covenant with Abraham.
In either case it would or will demonstrate God's power and
faithfulness, affirming that he is the LORD.

Ezek 25:17 [ will execute great vengeance on them with
wrathful rebukes. Then they will know that I am the LORD,
when I lay my vengeance upon them. g

Ezek 20:38, 42, 44 I will purge out the rebels from among
you, and those who transgress against me. I will bring them
out of the land where they sojourn, but they shall not enter the
land of Israel. Then you will know that I am the LORD. & ...
42And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I bring you into
the land of Israel, the country that I swore to give to your
fathers. E ... **And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I
deal with you for my name’s sake, not according to your evil
ways, nor according to your corrupt deeds, O house of Israel,
declares the Lord Gop. g

Ezek 28:26 And they shall dwell securely in it, and they shall
build houses and plant vineyards. They shall dwell securely,
when I execute judgments upon all their neighbors who have
treated them with contempt. Then they will know that I am
the LORD their God. 2

Ezek 34:27 And the trees of the field shall yield their fruit,
and the earth shall yield its increase, and they shall be secure
in their land. And they shall know that I am the LORD, when I
break the bars of their yoke, and deliver them from the hand
of those who enslaved them. E

Ezek 36:11 And I will multiply on you man and beast, and they
shall multiply and be fruitful. And I will cause you to be
inhabited as in your former times, and will do more good to
you than ever before. Then you will know that I am the LORD.

Ezek 37:13 And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I
open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my
people. 2
Here God speaks figuratively of restoring the shattered and
dispersed nation of Israel.

% God's deeds show that he is “God of gods and Lord of
kings”:

Dan 2:27-28, 47 Daniel answered the king and said, “No
wise men, enchanters, magicians, or astrologers can show to
the king the mystery that the king has asked, 28but there is a
God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and he has made known
to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days. Your
dream and the visions of your head as you lay in bed are these:
£ ...#¥The king answered and said to Daniel, “Truly, your God
is God of gods and Lord of kings, and a revealer of mysteries,
for you have been able to reveal this mystery.” 2

Pray for persecuted Christians

b) God Reigns Supreme

See also:

» ¢) The Kingdom of God, p. 677
= God'’s reign [reasons for which to exalt God], p. 1277

Subsections

= God reigns . ..

= ... God is enthroned in heaven

= God rules over all — over all the earth

= God rules over all nations and authorities
= God will reign forever

= God will impose his absolute rule on all

= Note: All things belong to God

God reigns . . .

Ps 93:1 The LORD reigns; he is robed in majesty; the LORD is
robed; he has put on strength as his belt. Yes, the world is
established; it shall never be moved. 2
Speaking of God as being “robed in majesty” immediately
following the assertion that he reigns, appears to further
point to his sovereignty.
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Ps 96:10 Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns! Yes, the
world is established; it shall never be moved; he will judge
the peoples with equity.” £

Ps 99:1 The LORD reigns; let the peoples tremble! He sits
enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake! E

As well as alluding to God's presence between the cherubim
above the atonement cover of the ark of the covenant, this
may be referring to such angelic beings being adjacent to his
throne in heaven. From there God reigns, enthroned with
mighty angelic beings at his side, to obey his command.

Isa 52:7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of
him who brings good news, who publishes peace, who
brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” E

non

The “good news”, “peace” and “salvation” refer to the Jews
return from exile — illustrating and leading to the assertion:
“Your God reigns.”

Acts 4:24 And when they heard it, they lifted their voices
together to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the
heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them, ...

The term “Sovereign Lord” acknowledges God as supreme
ruler.

Job 25:2 Dominion and fear are with God;® he makes peace
in his high heaven. E

¢ Hebrew him

... God is enthroned in heaven

See also:

= Ps99:1 &

= Note: God primarily dwells in heaven . .., p. 11

1Ki 22:19 And Micaiah said, “Therefore hear the word of the
LORD: I saw the LORD sitting on his throne, and all the host of

heaven standing beside him on his right hand and on his
left; ...

Ps 2:4 He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them
in derision. E

Ps 11:4 The LoRbD is in his holy temple; the LORD’s throne is in
heaven; his eyes see, his eyelids test the children of man. g

Ps 103:19 The LORD has established his throne in the heavens,
and his kingdom rules over all. £

A

Ps 123:1 To you I lift up my eyes, O you who are enthroned in
the heavens! 2

Isa 66:1 Thus says the LORD: “Heaven is my throne, and the
earth is my footstool; what is the house that you would build
for me, and what is the place of my rest?

Note that this portrays heaven itself as being God’s throne
(cf. Matt 5:34 1) rather than simply being where his throne is.

Matt 5:34-35 But I say to you, Do not take an oath at all,
either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35or by the earth,
for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the
greatKing. E

Matt 23:22 And whoever swears by heaven swears by the
throne of God and by him who sits upon it. E

Heb 8:1 Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have
such a high priest, one who is seated at the right hand of the
throne of the Majesty in heaven, ... &

Rev 4:2-3 At once [ was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne
stood in heaven, with one seated on the throne. 3And he who
sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian, and
around the throne was a rainbow that had the appearance of
an emerald. 2

Isa 6:1 In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting
upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the trainf of his robe
filled the temple. E

f Or hem

Here Isaiah tells of his vision of God enthroned in heaven.

God rules over all - over all the earth

See also:

= ¢) God Has Power over All Things, p. 255

1Chr 29:11-12 Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power
and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is
in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom,
O Lorp, and you are exalted as head above all. 12Both riches
and honor come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand
are power and might, and in your hand it is to make great and
to give strength to all. 2

Ps103:19 The LorD has established his throne in the
heavens, and his kingdom rules over all. E
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Eph 4:6 ...one God and Father of all, who is over all and
through all and in all.

The phrase “is over all” means he rules over all — “rules
everything” (NCV™).

Ps 47:2, 7 For the LoRD, the Most High, is to be feared, a great
king over all the earth. g ... "For God is the King of all the
earth; sing praises with a psalm!s £

& Hebrew maskil

Ps 97:5 The mountains melt like wax before the LORD, before
the Lord of all the earth. 2

Ps 83:18 ... that they may know that you alone, whose name
is the LORD, are the Most High over all the earth. E

Matt 11:25 At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father,
Lord of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things
from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little
children; ... E

Job 34:13 Who gave him charge over the earth, and who laid
on himh the whole world? E
h Hebrew lacks on him

The implication is that God has always ruled over all the
earth; he did not need anyone to grant him this authority.

Ps 50:1, 4 The Mighty One, God the LORD, speaks and summons
the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting. g ... *He calls
to the heavens above and to the earth, that he may judge his
people: ... E

God's summoning of the earth and the heavens — and by

implication, all that is in them — portrays and illustrates his
rule over all people and all things.

God rules over all nations and authorities

Ps 22:28 For kingship belongs to the LORD, and he rules over
the nations. £

Ps 47:8 God reigns over the nations; God sits on his holy
throne. E

Jer 10:7 Who would not fear you, O King of the nations? For
this is your due; for among all the wise ones of the nations
and in all their kingdoms there is none like you. 2

2Chr 20:6 ... and said, “O LorD, God of our fathers, are you
not God in heaven? You rule over all the kingdoms of the
nations. In your hand are power and might, so that none is
able to withstand you. £

Ps 9:5 You have rebuked the nations; you have made the
wicked perish; you have blotted out their name forever and
ever. E
Being able to effectively rebuke the nations illustrates God's
sovereignty over them.

Dan 4:32 ...and you shall be driven from among men, and
your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. And you
shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and seven periods of
time shall pass over you, until you know that the Most High
rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will. E

1Tim 6:15 ... which he will display at the proper time—he
who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and
Lord of lords, ... E

Rev 15:3 And they sing the song of Moses, the servant! of
God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, “Great and amazing
are your deeds, O Lord God the Almighty! Just and true are
your ways, O King of the nations!i E

I Greek bondservant

I Some manuscripts the ages

Dan 8:25b And he shall even rise up against the Prince of
princes, and he shall be broken—but by no human hand.
The title “the Prince of princes” — indicative of authority over

all other authorities — is often understood to be a reference
to God (cf. CEV), although some think it refers to Jesus Christ.

Ps 95:3 For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above
all gods. E
God is “King over all gods” (NCV™; cf. CEV, GNT) — which is
indicative of the fact that he is King over all other authorities.

% The LorD is God of all other powers:

Deut 10:17 For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of
lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who is not
partial and takes no bribe. E
"God of gods” and “Lord of lords” are superlatives, “gods”
not actually being indicative of the existence of such divine
beings. The terms are used to describe God as sovereign over
all other powers. (cf. ZBC)
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God will reign forever

See also:

= Dan 7:27 &

Ex 15:18 The LorD will reign forever and ever. £

Ps 146:10 The Lorbp will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all
generations. Praise the LORD!

Lam 5:19 Butyou, O LORD, reign forever; your throne endures
to all generations.

Ps 66:6b-7 There did we rejoice in him, "who rules by his
might forever, whose eyes keep watch on the nations— let
not the rebellious exalt themselves. Selah £

Ps 10:16 The LORD is king forever and ever; the nations perish
from his land. 2

Ps 145:13a Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your
dominion endures throughout all generations. 2

Dan 6:26 1 make a decree, that in all my royal dominion
people are to tremble and fear before the God of Daniel, for
he is the living God, enduring forever; his kingdom shall
never be destroyed, and his dominion shall be to the end. E

Dan 2:44 And in the days of those kings the God of heaven
will set up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed, nor shall
the kingdom be left to another people. It shall break in pieces
all these kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall
stand forever, ... §
This is part of Daniel's explanation of the meaning of
Nebuchadnezzar's dream. Most understand the kingdom
spoken of to be what the NT refers to as “the kingdom of
God", the spiritual and ultimately definitive kingdom
inaugurated by the first coming of Jesus Christ (cf. Jesus
preached the good news of the kingdom of God, p.566).
Others think that it is speaking of the setting up of a
millennial kingdom on Christ’s return.

1Tim 1:17 To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only
God, be honor and glory forever and ever.k Amen. £
k Greek to the ages of ages

God is “the eternal King” (CEV, GNT, NLT) — “the King that
rules forever” (NCV™).

Rev 1:8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God,
“who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.” E

The assertion, "I am the Alpha and the Omega,” implies that
God is sovereign throughout all ages from the beginning to
the end (cf. NKJV, NLT). This is reinforced by the second part
of the verse, which indicates that God exists eternally (“who
is...was...is to come”) as the all powerful God.

Rev 15:3 And they sing the song of Moses, the servant! of
God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, “Great and amazing
are your deeds, O Lord God the Almighty! Just and true are
your ways, O King of the nations/m

! Greek bondservant

mSome manuscripts the ages

The text note indicates that the final clause is in some
manuscripts as: “O King of the ages”, which would make the
verse pertinent to this subsection.

% God has reigned forever:

Ps 93:2 Your throne is established from of old; you are from
everlasting. £

Similarly Ps 55:19 describes God as: “... he who is enthroned
from of old".

God will impose his absolute rule on all

See also:

= The kingdom of God will come in all its fullness in the
future, p. 678

= f) Jesus Christ’s Universal Rule, p. 717

Isa 24:21-23  On that day the LoRD will punish the host of
heaven, in heaven, and the kings of the earth, on the earth.
22They will be gathered together as prisoners in a pit; they will
be shut up in a prison, and after many days they will be
punished. 23Then the moon will be confounded and the sun
ashamed, for the LORD of hosts reigns on Mount Zion and in
Jerusalem, and his glory will be before his elders. £

Note that v. 23 indicates that such will be the LORD'S reign

and the manifestation of his glory, that the sun and moon
will be “confounded and ... ashamed” at their inferior light.

Dan 7:27 And the kingdom and the dominion and the
greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven shall be
given to the people of the saints of the Most High; their
kingdom shall be an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions
shall serve and obey them.™ E

" Or his kingdom shall be an everlasting kingdom, and all

dominions shall serve and obey him
This empowerment and rule of God's people will be one
aspect of his imposition of his absolute rule on all.
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Obad 1:21 Saviors shall go up to Mount Zion to rule Mount

Esau, and the kingdom shall be the LORD’s. E

This refers to the implementation of God's absolute rule —
from Jerusalem, figuratively or otherwise.

Zec 14:9, 16 And the Lorp will be king over all the earth. On
that day the LORD will be one and his name one. E ... 1°Then
everyone who survives of all the nations that have come
against Jerusalem shall go up year after year to worship the
King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the Feast of Booths. E

Note that the context suggests that the reference here may
be to the Messiah’s rule or God'’s rule through him.

1Cor 15:24 Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom
to God the Father after destroying every rule and every
authority and power. E

After Jesus Christ has destroyed all demonic and worldly
powers, he will hand the kingdom over to God as the ultimate
ruler — with all opposition removed.

Rev 11:15-17 Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and
there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the
world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ,
and he shall reign forever and ever.” 18And the twenty-four
elders who sit on their thrones before God fell on their faces
and worshiped God, 7saying, “We give thanks to you, Lord
God Almighty, who is and who was, for you have taken your

great power and begun to reign. £

The proclamation in v. 15 and the final phrase "have begun
to reign” (v. 17) may mean that at this point God has begun
to impose his rule on all — the actualization of the kingdom
(v. 15) implemented with the imposition of God's great
power (v. 17). Alternatively the past tense may be used here
to indicate the certainty of God doing so in the future. Some
view these verses, particularly v. 15, as anticipating Christ's
millennial reign. Note that 10:7 also likely refers to the event
in question, describing it as “the mystery of God"” — "But in
the days when the seventh angel is about to sound his
trumpet, the mystery of God will be accomplished, just as he
announced to his servants the prophets.”

Rev 19:6 ThenIheard what seemed to be the voice of a great
multitude, like the roar of many waters and like the sound of
mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! For the Lord
our God the Almighty reigns. g
Some commentators point out that the statement can be
interpreted as saying that God “has begun to reign,” or, “now
rules as king” (CEV; cf. AMP). As such it would parallel 11:17
above, and signify God imposing his absolute rule.

% Everyone will submit to and acknowledge God's sovereignty:

Isa 45:23-24 By myself | have sworn; from my mouth has
gone out in righteousness a word that shall not return: ‘To
me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear
allegiance.” 2*“Only in the LORD, it shall be said of me, are
righteousness and strength; to him shall come and be
ashamed all who were incensed against him. E

°© Septuagint every tongue shall confess to God

Note that v. 23 is quoted in Romans 14:11 — "As | live, says
the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall
confess to God.” It is also alluded to in reference to Jesus
Christ in Philippians 2:10.

Note: All things belong to God

See also:

» All things belong to God [implications of God being
creator], p. 218

All things belong to God — as he made all things — and it is
because of this that God has the right to his sovereignty over
all things. This point is suggested by a number of the
following verses. The subsection cross-referenced above
makes it very clear.

1Chr 29:11 Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and
the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the
heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O
LORD, and you are exalted as head above all.

This verse clearly indicates that God's sovereignty over all
things arises from the fact that everything belongs to him.

1Cor 10:26 For “the earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness
thereof.” E

Gen 14:22 But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have lifted
my handP to the LORD, God Most High, Possessor of heaven and
earth, ... B

P Or I have taken a solemn oath

Ex 9:29 Moses said to him, “As soon as [ have gone out of the
city, I will stretch out my hands to the LorD. The thunder will
cease, and there will be no more hail, so that you may know
that the earth is the LORD’s. E

Ex 19:5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and
keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession
among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; ... E
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Deut 10:14 Behold, to the LORD your God belong heaven and
the heaven of heavens, the earth with all that is in it. &

Job 41:11 Who has first given to me, that I should repay him?
Whatever is under the whole heaven is mine. 2

Ps 50:9-12 1 will not accept a bull from your house or goats
from your folds. 1°For every beast of the forest is mine, the
cattle on a thousand hills. 1*I know all the birds of the hills, and
all that moves in the field is mine. 12“1f  were hungry,  would
not tell you, for the world and its fullness are mine. g

“I know all the birds” (v. 11a) appears to suggest that God
owns them (cf. GNT, NIrV, NLT), in keeping with the context.

Ps 95:4-5 In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights
of the mountains are his also. 5The sea is his, for he made it,
and his hands formed the dry land. E
“In his hand are the depths of the earth” (v.4) is either
implying that he owns them (cf. NCV, NLT) — as per the sense

of the following clauses — or that he has control over them
(cf. GNT).

1Sam 2:8b For the pillars of the earth are the LORD’s, and on
them he has set the world. 2

Ezek 18:4 Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as
well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die.

Ps 47:9 The princes of the peoples gather as the people of
the God of Abraham. For the shields of the earth belong to
God; he is highly exalted!
The second sentence may be indicating that all the forces of
the world belong to God, including their leaders/kings (cf.
NCV, NIV, NLT).

Ps 82:8 Arise, O God, judge the earth; for you shall inherit all
the nations!

God “possesses all the nations” (NASB). The verse may be
suggesting that they will all submit to God as such.

Hag 2:8 The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, declares the
LoRrD of hosts. £
The context is the building of the new temple in Jerusalem.
God appears to be implying that he would provide the silver
and gold necessary as all silver and gold — like all things —
belongs to him.

Pray for persecuted Christians

¢) God Has Power over All Things

See also:

= b) God's Power (l1): Ultimate Power, p. 32
= d) Jesus Christ as Lord of All, p. 684

Subsections

= God has power over the forces of evil
= God has power over death, to raise the dead

= God has power over all aspects of nature, including: the
earth; the skies; . ..

= ... and the waters

= God has power over nations . . .

= ... God can devastate or destroy nations

= God has power over rulers and can bring them down . ..

= ... Examples of God bringing rulers down

God has power over the forces of evil

See also:

= Note: Satan stands condemned, p. 187
» ¢) The Wicked and God's Pending Judgment, p. 452

= Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection were a triumph over
Satan and evil, p. 605

= On Jesus Christ’s return evil powers will be crushed, p. 704

» God enables his people to overcome all that is in the world,
including Satan, p. 919

= God protects his people from all evil, including Satan, p. 943

Col 2:15 He disarmed the rulers and authoritiesd and put
them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him.r £

4 Probably demonic rulers and authorities
r Orin it (that is, the cross)

Rom 16:20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your
feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

In view of the preceding verses (vv. 17-19), Paul may be
referring to God soon crushing the work of Satan carried out
by false teachers. Alternatively he may have in view God's
final comprehensive crushing of Satan himself (cf. Rev 20:7-
10 1), the fulfillment of the promise in Genesis 3:15 which he
appears to be alluding to here.
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Rev 20:7-10 And when the thousand years are ended, Satan
will be released from his prison 8and will come out to deceive
the nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and
Magog, to gather them for battle; their number is like the sand
of the sea. °And they marched up over the broad plain of the
earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved
city, but fire came down from heavens and consumed them,
and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the
lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet
were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and
ever. E

s Some manuscripts from God, out of heaven, or out of

heaven from God
"Gog and Magog" (v. 7) are symbolic of the enemies of God's
people in the end times. The names allude to identities in

Ezekiel 38-39, from which extracts are included below; see
comment there.

Ezek 39:1-6, 17-21 And you, son of man, prophesy against
Gog and say, Thus says the Lord Gob: Behold, I am against you,
0 Gog, chief prince of Meshecht and Tubal. 2And 1 will turn you
about and drive you forward, and bring you up from the
uttermost parts of the north, and lead you against the
mountains of Israel. 3Then I will strike your bow from your left
hand, and will make your arrows drop out of your right hand.
4You shall fall on the mountains of Israel, you and all your
hordes and the peoples who are with you. I will give you to
birds of prey of every sort and to the beasts of the field to be
devoured. SYou shall fall in the open field, for I have spoken,
declares the Lord Gob. ¢I will send fire on Magog and on those
who dwell securely in the coastlands, and they shall know that
I am the LorD. E ... 17“As for you, son of man, thus says the
Lord Gob: Speak to the birds of every sort and to all beasts of
the field, ‘Assemble and come, gather from all around to the
sacrificial feast that I am preparing for you, a great sacrificial
feast on the mountains of Israel, and you shall eat flesh and
drink blood. '8You shall eat the flesh of the mighty, and drink
the blood of the princes of the earth—of rams, of lambs, and
of he-goats, of bulls, all of them fat beasts of Bashan. 1°And you
shall eat fat till you are filled, and drink blood till you are
drunk, at the sacrificial feast that I am preparing for you.
20And you shall be filled at my table with horses and
charioteers, with mighty men and all kinds of warriors,’
declares the Lord Gob. 21“And I will set my glory among the
nations, and all the nations shall see my judgment that I have
executed, and my hand that I have laid on them. E

t Or Gog, prince of Rosh, Meshech

Commentators are generally hesitant to identify this Gog
with the Gog of Revelation 20:8 and this event with the final
battle, but the consensus appears to be that the passage

does refer to an event of the end times. It obviously illustrates
God'’s overwhelming power over the forces of evil.

Dan 9:27 And he shall make a strong covenant with many
for one week," and for half of the week he shall put an end to
sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall
come one who makes desolate, until the decreed end is
poured out on the desolator. E

u Or seven; twice in this verse

Many commentators consider that the antichrist is most

likely in view here. God's complete power over him is

demonstrated by the fact that God has determined what and
when his ending will be —and will bring it to fruition.

Job 9:13  God will not turn back his anger; beneath him
bowed the helpers of Rahab. £
Rahab was a mythical sea monster, associated with chaos and
evil (cf. CEV, GNT, NLT text notes). “Rahab” is also at times
used to denote Egypt.)

God has power over death, to raise the dead

See also:

» God raised Jesus from the dead, by his power . . ., p. 579

Deut 32:39 See now thatl, even I, am he, and there is no god
beside me; I kill and I make alive; 1 wound and I heal; and
there is none that can deliver out of my hand. E
"l make alive” may be speaking of God raising the dead (cf.
CEV). Alternatively it may refer to him creating and so
bringing to life (cf. ZBC). The same likely applies to “brings to
life” in 1 Samuel 2:6 below.

1Sam 2:6 The LoORD kills and brings to life; he brings down to
Sheol and raises up. E

1Ki 17:21-22 Then he stretched himself upon the child three
times and cried to the LoRrD, “O LORD my God, let this child’s
lifeV come into him again.” 22And the LORD listened to the voice
of Elijah. And the life of the child came into him again, and he
revived. g

v Or soul; also verse 22

2Ki 4:32-35 When Elisha came into the house, he saw the
child lying dead on his bed. 33So he went in and shut the door
behind the two of them and prayed to the LORD. 3*Then he
went up and lay on the child, putting his mouth on his mouth,
his eyes on his eyes, and his hands on his hands. And as he
stretched himself upon him, the flesh of the child became
warm. 3°Then he got up again and walked once back and
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forth in the house, and went up and stretched himself upon
him. The child sneezed seven times, and the child opened his
eyes.

2Ki 5:7 And when the king of Israel read the letter, he tore
his clothes and said, “Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that
this man sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Only
consider, and see how he is seeking a quarrel with me.” E
Using rhetorical questions, the king accentuates what is

obvious — he is not God; he cannot kill and bring back to life
as God can.

Hos 13:14a [God:] Shall I ransom them from the power of
Sheol? Shall I redeem them from Death? O Death, where are
your plagues? O Sheol, where is your sting? E
The first two rhetorical questions point to the fact that God
can indeed do such things. As such, God can take away the
power of death, as indicated by the second two rhetorical
questions.

John 5:21 For as the Father raises the dead and gives them
life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will. 2

Acts 26:8 Why is it thought incredible by any of you that God
raises the dead? £

Rom 4:17 ... as it is written, “I have made you the father of
many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence
the things that do not exist. E

2Cor 1:9 Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence
of death. But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but
on God who raises the dead. 2

God has power over all aspects of nature, including:
the earth; the skies; . ..

See also:
= Ps 135:6-7 &; Ps 114:3-8 &
» b) God Has Control over Nature + ref., p. 276
The language in some of the following verses is figurative,

but nevertheless illustrative of God's power over nature.

Rom 8:20-21 For the creation was subjected to futility, not
willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope ?'that
the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to
corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children
of God.

A

God has subjected creation "to frailty (to futility, condemned
to frustration)” (AMP) in accordance with his will (v. 20), by
which it also will be renewed at the end of the age (v. 21).
The glorious “freedom” (v. 21) would appear to encompass
freedom from decay and anything harmful. These verses
categorically illustrate God's power over nature.

Job 26:11 The pillars of heaven tremble and are astounded at
his rebuke. 2
Mountains are possibly what is referred to here as the “pillars
of heaven” — poetically portrayed as holding up the
skies/heavens.

Amos 9:5 The Lord Gob of hosts, he who touches the earth and
it melts, and all who dwell in it mourn, and all of it rises like
the Nile, and sinks again, like the Nile of Egypt; ... E
This and the following two references (Mic 1:4; Nah 1:5) use
largely metaphorical language which possibly alludes to
earthquakes. The images portray God’'s power as he comes
in judgment.

Mic 1:4 And the mountains will melt under him, and the
valleys will split open, like wax before the fire, like waters
poured down a steep place. E

Nah 1:5 The mountains quake before him; the hills melt; the
earth heaves before him, the world and all who dwell in it. E

Hab 3:6 He stood and measured the earth; he looked and
shook the nations; then the eternal mountains were
scattered; the everlasting hills sank low. His were the
everlasting ways. £
This is taken from a passage that some commentators think
to be a poetically heightened description of the
manifestation of God at Sinai. Alternatively, the comment on
Amos 9:5 above may also apply here.

Job 9:5-7 ... he who removes mountains, and they know it not,
when he overturns them in his anger, ®who shakes the earth
out of its place, and its pillars tremble; "who commands the
sun, and it does not rise; who seals up the stars; ... E
Verse 6 appears to be another reference to earthquakes.
Verse 7 is probably not speaking of God controlling the cycle
of day and night, but rather of his power to seal off the light
of the sun and stars (cf. GNT, NLT).

Ps 29:5-9 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; the LORD
breaks the cedars of Lebanon. ®°He makes Lebanon to skip like
a calf, and Sirion like a young wild ox. "The voice of the LORD
flashes forth flames of fire. 8The voice of the LORD shakes the
wilderness; the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. °The
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voice of the LORD makes the deer give birth% and strips the
forests bare, and in his temple all cry, “Glory!” 2

wRevocalization yields makes the oaks to shake

This speaks of God's power in a thunderstorm — with thunder
(his “voice”) and lightning — and its effect on various parts of
nature. Note the text note on v. 9.

Ezek 32:7-8 When I blot you out, I will cover the heavens and
make their stars dark; I will cover the sun with a cloud, and
the moon shall not give its light. 8All the bright lights of heaven
will I make dark over you, and put darkness on your land,
declares the Lord Gob.

Hab 3:11 The sun and moon stood still in their place at the
light of your arrows as they sped, at the flash of your glittering
spear. E
This may allude to the Israelite’s victory at Gibeon — where
due to God's intervention “... the sun stood still, and the

moon stopped, until the nation took vengeance on their
enemies ..." —Joshua 10:13.

Ps 78:26 He caused the east wind to blow in the heavens, and
by his power he led out the south wind; ... E

... and the waters

See also:

= Ps 657 &

Ps 135:6-7 Whatever the LORD pleases, he does, in heaven and
on earth, in the seas and all deeps. "He it is who makes the
clouds rise at the end of the earth, who makes lightnings for
the rain and brings forth the wind from his storehouses. £

Ex 15:8 At the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up; the
floods stood up in a heap; the deeps congealed in the heart of
the sea. 2
This speaks of God dividing the Red Sea (cf. Ex 14; Ps 18:15 {;
Ps 74:13 1; Ps 77:16, 19 1).

Job 26:8, 12 He binds up the waters in his thick clouds, and
the cloud is not split open under them. £ ... 2By his power he

stilled the sea; by his understanding he shattered Rahab. E

Ps 18:15 Then the channels of the sea were seen, and the
foundations of the world were laid bare at your rebuke, O

LoRD, at the blast of the breath of your nostrils. £

This may be alluding to the parting of the Red Sea.
Alternatively David may be using figurative language with

images from nature to depict God's intervention to deliver
him.

Ps 29:3,10 The voice of the LORD is over the waters; the God
of glory thunders, the LORD, over many waters. g ...19The LORD
sits enthroned over the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as king
forever. B

Verse 3 is quite possibly referring to God's power over the

seas. In v. 10 “the flood” may denote the great flood of
Noah'’s time.

Ps 74:13, 15 You divided the sea by your might; you broke the
heads of the sea monsters* on the waters. 2 ... 15You split open
springs and brooks; you dried up ever-flowing streams. E

x Or the great sea creatures

The use of “the sea monsters” apparently is drawing upon
Canaanite mythology, possibly in reference to Egypt in its
defeat at the Red Sea. But note also the alternative rendering
in the text note.

Ps 77:16, 19 When the waters saw you, O God, when the waters
saw you, they were afraid; indeed, the deep trembled. E ...
9Your way was through the sea, your path through the great
waters; yet your footprints were unseen.y g

Y Hebrew unknown

This appears to portray God's forging a path through the Red
Sea.

Ps 89:9 You rule the raging of the sea; when its waves rise,
you still them. E

Ps 93:4 Mightier than the thunders of many waters, mightier
than the waves of the sea, the LORD on high is mighty!

Ps 107:24-25,29 ..they saw the deeds of the LORD, his
wondrous works in the deep. 2°For he commanded and raised
the stormy wind, which lifted up the waves of the sea.
29He made the storm be still, and the waves of the sea were
hushed. £

Ps 114:3-8 The sea looked and fled; Jordan turned back. “The
mountains skipped like rams, the hills like lambs. SWhat ails
you, O sea, that you flee? O Jordan, that you turn back? 0
mountains, that you skip like rams? O hills, like lambs?
"Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence
of the God of Jacob, 8who turns the rock into a pool of water,
the flint into a spring of water. £
Elements of nature are personified and spoken of as having
a great fear of God, to portray God's supreme power over
them. Note that v. 8 is referring to the occasion when God
brought water from a rock (Ex 17; Num 20) to provide for the
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wandering Israelites. God's power over other forms of water
in nature besides the seas and oceans is also evident above
(cf. Job 26:8; Ps 74:15).

Isa 50:2b Behold, by my rebuke I dry up the sea, I make the
rivers a desert; their fish stink for lack of water and die of
thirst.

Jer 5:22 Do you not fear me? declares the LoRD. Do you not
tremble before me? I placed the sand as the boundary for the
sea, a perpetual barrier that it cannot pass; though the waves
toss, they cannot prevail; though they roar, they cannot pass
overit. g

God has power over nations . ..

See also:

= God rules over all — over all the earth, p. 251
= God rules over all nations and authorities, p. 252
» God is in control of the nations, p. 282

= God has been in control of the nations throughout history,
p. 283

Dan 4:35 ... all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as
nothing, and he does according to his will among the host of
heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can
stay his hand or say to him, “What have you done?” g

Job 12:23 He makes nations great, and he destroys them; he
enlarges nations, and leads them away. E

Ps 33:10 The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to
nothing; he frustrates the plans of the peoples. E

Ps 47:3 He subdued peoples under us, and nations under our
feet. 2

Ps 65:7 ... who stills the roaring of the seas, the roaring of
their waves, the tumult of the peoples, ... 2

Ps 66:7 ... who rules by his might forever, whose eyes keep
watch on the nations— let not the rebellious exalt themselves.
Selah

Ps 78:55 He drove out nations before them; he apportioned
them for a possession and settled the tribes of Israel in their
tents. E
The middle clause refers to God apportioning the land of the
nations that were driven out of Canaan to the tribes of Israel
as their possession.

A

Ps 94:10a He who disciplines the nations, does he not rebuke?

Isa 17:13 The nations roar like the roaring of many waters, but
he will rebuke them, and they will flee far away, chased like
chaff on the mountains before the wind and whirling dust
before the storm. B

Isa 33:3 At the tumultuous noise peoples flee; when you lift
yourself up, nations are scattered, ... E
The “tumultuous noise” appears to speak of that caused by

God - or the instrument/s of his wrath —in bringing judgment
against nations.

Isa 54:15-17a If anyone stirs up strife, it is not from me;
whoever stirs up strife with you shall fall because of you.
16Behold, I have created the smith who blows the fire of coals
and produces a weapon for its purpose. I have also created the
ravager to destroy; 17no weapon that is fashioned against you
shall succeed, and you shall confute every tongue that rises
against you in judgment. £

The assertion that God is the one who created both the
blacksmith who makes weapons (v. 16a) and the nations that
use these weapons to wreak havoc (v. 16b), carries the
implication that God has power over such nations and their
weapons. As such, God is able to prevent them from
prevailing over his people (vv. 15b, 17a).

Ezek 36:7 Therefore thus says the Lord Gob: I swear that the
nations that are all around you shall themselves suffer
reproach. 2

Hab 2:13 Behold, is it not from the LORD of hosts that peoples
labor merely for fire, and nations weary themselves for
nothing?

(I

God determined that all that the nations — primarily the
Babylonians — had labored to build would go up in flames.

Mal 1:4-5 If Edom says, “We are shattered but we will rebuild
the ruins,” the LORD of hosts says, “They may build, but I will
tear down, and they will be called ‘the wicked country,” and
‘the people with whom the LORD is angry forever.” Your
own eyes shall see this, and you shall say, “Great is the LORD
beyond the border of Israel!” 2

On seeing God's dealings with Edom, the Israelites will realize

how great God is — sovereign over all nations, “beyond the
border of Israel!” (v. 5)
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. .. God can devastate or destroy nations

See also:

= Job 12:23 1t; Mal 1:4 ¢
= Jer 25:17-27 &

Jer 12:17 But if any nation will not listen, then I will utterly
pluck it up and destroy it, declares the LORD. 2

Josh 11:20 For it was the LORD’s doing to harden their hearts
that they should come against Israel in battle, in order that
they should be devoted to destruction and should receive no
mercy but be destroyed, just as the LORD commanded Moses.

Because of the Canaanite people’s prolonged depravity, God
led them into judgment — at the hands of the Israelites.

Ps 46:6, 8 The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; he utters his

voice, the earth melts. £ ... 8Come, behold the works of the

LORD, how he has brought desolations on the earth. E
The first phrase may be speaking of the nations being in
uproar (cf. NASB, NIV, NLT, NRSV), quite possibly due to
being in terror (cf. GNT, NCV). Verse 6 appears to be implying
that the nations and kingdoms face calamity brought upon
them by God - particularly with v. 8 speaking of “how he has
brought desolations on the earth.” Alternatively, it may be
implying that amidst all the chaos, God is in control.

Isa 23:11 He has stretched out his hand over the sea; he has
shaken the kingdoms; the LORD has given command
concerning Canaan to destroy its strongholds.

Isa 30:28 ... his breath is like an overflowing stream that
reaches up to the neck; to sift the nations with the sieve of
destruction, and to place on the jaws of the peoples a bridle
that leads astray. E

Isa 31:8 And the Assyrian shall fall by a sword, not of man;
and a sword, not of man, shall devour him; and he shall flee
from the sword, and his young men shall be put to forced
labor.

Isa 41:2 Who stirred up one from the east whom victory
meets at every step?? He gives up nations before him, so that
he tramples kings underfoot; he makes them like dust with his
sword, like driven stubble with his bow. E

z Or whom righteousness calls to follow?

This refers to God handing nations over to the Persian king
Cyrus the Great.

Jer 25:12-16 Then after seventy years are completed, I will
punish the king of Babylon and that nation, the land of the
Chaldeans, for their iniquity, declares the LORD, making the
land an everlasting waste. 131 will bring upon that land all the
words that I have uttered against it, everything written in this
book, which Jeremiah prophesied against all the nations. 1*For
many nations and great kings shall make slaves even of them,
and I will recompense them according to their deeds and the
work of their hands.” *>Thus the LORD, the God of Israel, said to
me: “Take from my hand this cup of the wine of wrath, and
make all the nations to whom I send you drink it. 1°They shall
drink and stagger and be crazed because of the sword that |
am sending among them.” g

Jer 27:8 “But if any nation or kingdom will not serve this
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and put its neck under the
yoke of the king of Babylon, I will punish that nation with the
sword, with famine, and with pestilence, declares the LORD,
until I have consumed it by his hand. E

Amos 9:8 Behold, the eyes of the Lord Gob are upon the sinful
kingdom, and I will destroy it from the surface of the ground,
except that [ will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob,”
declares the LORD. E

Hab 3:6, 12 He stood and measured the earth; he looked and
shook the nations; then the eternal mountains were
scattered; the everlasting hills sank low. His were the
everlasting ways. £ ... 12You marched through the earth in
fury; you threshed the nations in anger. £

Zeph 3:6 I have cut off nations; their battlements are in ruins;
I have laid waste their streets so that no one walks in them;
their cities have been made desolate, without a man, without
an inhabitant. 2

Hag 2:21-22 Speakto Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying,
I am about to shake the heavens and the earth, *2and to
overthrow the throne of kingdoms. I am about to destroy the
strength of the kingdoms of the nations, and overthrow the
chariots and their riders. And the horses and their riders shall
go down, every one by the sword of his brother. 2
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God has power over rulers and can bring them
down...

See also:

= God has control over rulers . . ., p. 286

... God can use rulers in order to accomplish his purposes,
p. 287

Job 12:18-21, 24-25 He looses the bonds of kings and binds a
waistcloth on their hips. °He leads priests away stripped and
overthrows the mighty. 2He deprives of speech those who are
trusted and takes away the discernment of the elders. *'He
pours contempt on princes and loosens the belt of the strong.
E ... 2*He takes away understanding from the chiefs of the
people of the earth and makes them wander in a pathless
waste. 25They grope in the dark without light, and he makes
them stagger like a drunken man. E
The clause "binds a waistcloth on their hips” (v. 18b) may be
referring to the kings, in which case it would signify their
humiliation by God and possibly even enslavement.
Alternatively it may be referring to those from whom the
bonds put on by kings were torn off (v. 18a).

Job 34:18-19, 24-25 ... [God] who says to a king, ‘Worthless
one,” and to nobles, ‘Wicked man,”’ 1>who shows no partiality
to princes, nor regards the rich more than the poor, for they
are all the work of his hands? £ ... ?*He shatters the mighty
without investigation and sets others in their place. ?5Thus,
knowing their works, he overturns them in the night, and they
are crushed.
“Worthless” (v. 18) may have wickedness in view (cf. CEV,
NRSV), as per the remainder of the verse. God has the
authority and power to address rulers with such a rebuke. In
v. 19, the fact that princes are “the work of his hands” — as
with the rich and the poor — points to God's sovereignty and
power over them.

Ps 76:12 ... [God] who cuts off the spirit of princes, who is to
be feared by the kings of the earth.

Isa 40:23-24 ... [God] who brings princes to nothing, and
makes the rulers of the earth as emptiness. *Scarcely are they
planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken root in
the earth, when he blows on them, and they wither, and the
tempest carries them off like stubble. £

Jer 25:17-27 So I took the cup from the LoRrD’s hand, and
made all the nations to whom the LORD sent me drink it:
18Jerusalem and the cities of Judabh, its kings and officials, to
make them a desolation and a waste, a hissing and a curse, as

A

at this day; Pharaoh king of Egypt, his servants, his officials,
all his people, 2%and all the mixed tribes among them; all the
kings of the land of Uz and all the kings of the land of the
Philistines (Ashkelon, Gaza, Ekron, and the remnant of
Ashdod); 2’Edom, Moab, and the sons of Ammon; 22all the
kings of Tyre, all the kings of Sidon, and the kings of the
coastland across the sea; 23Dedan, Tema, Buz, and all who cut
the corners of their hair; 2*all the kings of Arabia and all the
kings of the mixed tribes who dwell in the desert; ?5all the
kings of Zimri, all the kings of Elam, and all the kings of Media;
26q]l the kings of the north, far and near, one after another,
and all the kingdoms of the world that are on the face of the
earth. And after them the king of Babylon? shall drink. 2’ “Then
you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of
Israel: Drink, be drunk and vomit, fall and rise no more,
because of the sword that | am sending among you.” £

2 Hebrew Sheshach, a code name for Babylon

Verse 17 speaks figuratively of Jeremiah pronouncing upon

the nations God's judgments of destruction —the “cup of the
wine of wrath” (v. 15 ).

Jer 49:19b For who is like me? Who will summon me? What
shepherd can stand before me? E

Here “shepherd” signifies a ruler or leader.

Luke 1:52 ... he has brought down the mighty from their
thrones and exalted those of humble estate; ...

Rev 6:15-17 Then the kings of the earth and the great ones
and the generals and the rich and the powerful, and everyone,
slaveb and free, hid themselves in the caves and among the
rocks of the mountains, ‘6calling to the mountains and rocks,
“Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on
the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, "for the great
day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?” E

b Or servant; Greek bondservant

. . . Examples of God bringing rulers down

1Ki 22:23, 34-35 Now therefore behold, the LoRrD has put a
lying spirit in the mouth of all these your prophets; the LOrRD
has declared disaster for you.” g ... 3*But a certain man drew
his bow at random¢ and struck the king of Israel between the
scale armor and the breastplate. Therefore he said to the
driver of his chariot, “Turn around and carry me out of the
battle, for I am wounded.” 3°And the battle continued that
day, and the king was propped up in his chariot facing the
Syrians, until at evening he died. And the blood of the wound
flowed into the bottom of the chariot. E
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¢ Hebrew in his innocence

2Ki 19:28, 35-36 Because you have raged against me and
your complacency has come into my ears, I will put my hook in
your nose and my bit in your mouth, and I will turn you back
on the way by which you came. g ...3%And that night the angel
of the LORD went out and struck down 185,000 in the camp of
the Assyrians. And when people arose early in the morning,
behold, these were all dead bodies. 3¢Then Sennacherib king
of Assyria departed and went home and lived at Nineveh. 2
As with his utter defeat here in attempting to capture

Jerusalem, Sennacherib'’s final demise can also be attributed
to God (cf. 2Ki 19:7, 37).

2Chr 22:7-9a But it was ordained by God that the downfall of
Ahaziah should come about through his going to visit Joram.
For when he came there, he went out with Jehoram to meet
Jehu the son of Nimshi, whom the LORD had anointed to destroy
the house of Ahab. 8And when Jehu was executing judgment
on the house of Ahab, he met the princes of Judah and the
sons of Ahaziah’s brothers, who attended Ahaziah, and he
killed them. °He searched for Ahaziah, and he was captured
while hiding in Samaria, and he was brought to Jehu and put
to death. 2

2Chr 25:15-16, 21-23 Therefore the LORD was angry with
Amaziah and sent to him a prophet, who said to him, “Why
have you sought the gods of a people who did not deliver
their own people from your hand?” 16But as he was speaking,
the king said to him, “Have we made you a royal counselor?
Stop! Why should you be struck down?” So the prophet
stopped, but said, “l know that God has determined to destroy
you, because you have done this and have not listened to my
counsel.” 2 ...21So Joash king of Israel went up, and he and
Amaziah king of Judah faced one another in battle at Beth-
shemesh, which belongs to Judah. 224nd Judah was defeated
by Israel, and every man fled to his home. ?3And Joash king of
Israel captured Amaziah king of Judah, the son of Joash, son
of Ahaziah, at Beth-shemesh, and brought him to Jerusalem
and broke down the wall of Jerusalem for 400 cubits,d from
the Ephraim Gate to the Corner Gate. E

d A cubit was about 18 inches or 45 centimeters

Ps 135:10-11 ... [God] who struck down many nations and
killed mighty kings, 1'Sihon, king of the Amorites, and Og, king
of Bashan, and all the kingdoms of Canaan, ... &

Dan 5:18-21 0 king, the Most High God gave
Nebuchadnezzar your father kingship and greatness and
glory and majesty. °And because of the greatness that he

A

gave him, all peoples, nations, and languages trembled and
feared before him. Whom he would, he killed, and whom he
would, he kept alive; whom he would, he raised up, and
whom he would, he humbled. 20But when his heart was lifted
up and his spirit was hardened so that he dealt proudly, he was
brought down from his kingly throne, and his glory was taken
from him. 2'He was driven from among the children of
mankind, and his mind was made like that of a beast, and his
dwelling was with the wild donkeys. He was fed grass like an
ox, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, until he knew
that the Most High God rules the kingdom of mankind and sets
over it whom he will.

Dan 5:26-28, 30 This is the interpretation of the matter:
MENE, God has numberede the days of your kingdom and
brought it to an end; 2’ TEKEL, you have been weighedf in the
balances and found wanting; 28PERES, your kingdom is divided
and given to the Medes and Persians.”® E ...39That very night
Belshazzar the Chaldean king was killed.

€ MENE sounds like the Aramaic for numbered

f TekEL sounds like the Aramaic for weighed

8 PERES (the singular of Parsin) sounds like the Aramaic for
divided and for Persia

Dan 8:25 By his cunning he shall make deceit prosper under
his hand, and in his own mind he shall become great.
Without warning he shall destroy many. And he shall even
rise up against the Prince of princes, and he shall be broken—
but by no human hand. £
The reference is to Antiochus IV Epiphanes, an evil king of
the Seleucid dynasty which ruled over Syria and much of

western Asia. He persecuted the Jews from about 171 B.C. to
165 B.C.

% The ungodly rulers of this world are doomed to perish:

1Cor 2:6 Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom,
although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this
age, who are doomed to pass away. £

Pray for persecuted Christians
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d) God Defeats His Enemies

Subsections

= No one can effectively oppose God . . .

= ... The plans of God's enemies cannot succeed against him
= God takes vengeance on his enemies

= God repays his enemies for their deeds

= God destroys his enemies

No one can effectively oppose God . ..

See also:

= Ps2:1-6 &

= No one can thwart God'’s purposes and plans . . ., p. 270
= ... Nor can anyone alter what God does, p. 271

» God is far more powerful than our enemies, p. 1124

Job 11:10  If he passes through and imprisons and summons
the court, who can turn him back? g2

The phrase “summons the court” appears to speak of God
calling a person to account or trial.

Job 23:13 But he is unchangeable and who can turn him
back? What he desires, that he does. E

h Or one

Job 9:3-4, 12, 14-15 If one wished to contend with him, one
could not answer him once in a thousand times. *He is wise in
heart and mighty in strength —who has hardened himself
against him, and succeeded?— ... 12Behold, he snatches
away; who can turn him back? Who will say to him, ‘What are
you doing?’ § ... "*How then can I answer him, choosing my
words with him? '5Though I am in the right, I cannot answer

him; I must appeal for mercy to my accuser.i E

i

I Or to my judge
Verse 12b indicates that no one is in a position to dare
question God.

Job 37:19-20 Teach us what we shall say to him; we cannot
draw up our case because of darkness. 2°Shall it be told him
that I would speak? Did a man ever wish that he would be
swallowed up?
In v.19 “darkness” refers to ignorance or lack of
understanding — particularly in comparison to God. Verse 20
is suggesting that daring to oppose or quiz God is in effect

asking “to be swallowed up”. God's unmatchable
wisdom/knowledge and power both appear to be in view.

Job 40:1-5 And the LORD said to Job: 2“Shall a faultfinder
contend with the Almighty? He who argues with God, let him
answer it.” 3Then Job answered the LORD and said: *“Behold, |
am of small account; what shall I answer you? I lay my hand
on my mouth. 3] have spoken once, and I will not answer; twice,
but I will proceed no further.”

Job 42:1-3 Then Job answered the LORD and said: %I know
thatyou can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be
thwarted. 3‘Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’
Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand, things too
wonderful for me, which I did not know. E
Job acknowledges that he was in no position to question or
interpret God's counsel (cf. Job 40:3-5 1), for in comparison
to God he was "without knowledge”, and he had spoken of
things beyond his comprehension. Note that in v. 3a Job
repeats an earlier question of God to him.

Jer 49:19b And I will appoint over her whomever I choose.
For who is like me? Who will summon me? What shepherd can
stand before me? £

Job 41:10 No one is so fierce that he dares to stir him up [the
leviathan]. Who then is he who can stand before me?

The leviathan may be the crocodile.

2Chr 13:12b O sons of Israel, do not fight against the LORD, the
God of your fathers, for you cannot succeed. E

2Chr 20:6 ...and [Jehoshaphat] said, “O Lorp, God of our
fathers, are you not God in heaven? You rule over all the
kingdoms of the nations. In your hand are power and might,
so that none is able to withstand you. g

No one can stand against God (cf. NASB, NCV, NLT).

Acts 5:39a ...but if it is of God, you will not be able to
overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God!

John 10:29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater
than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s
hand. 2

J Some manuscripts What my Father has given to me

God's supremacy means that no one can snatch his people
from him.
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... The plans of God’'s enemies cannot succeed
against him

See also:

= God can thwart the plans of the nations, p. 285

Ps 21:11 Though they plan evil against you, though they devise
mischief, they will not succeed. E

Prov 21:30 No wisdom, no understanding, no counsel can
avail against the LORD. E

Ps 2:1-6 Why do the nations rage® and the peoples plot in
vain? ?The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers
take counsel together, against the LORD and against his
Anointed, saying, 3“Let us burst their bonds apart and cast
away their cords from us.” *He who sits in the heavens laughs;
the Lord holds them in derision. Then he will speak to them in
his wrath, and terrify them in his fury, saying, ¢“As for me, I
have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.” E
k Or nations noisily assemble
God'’s initial reaction in v. 4 shows how pathetic the nations’
plots are in his eyes; they are no threat to him whatsoever. In
v. 6 God states that he will install his “King” in Jerusalem. In
the context this is generally understood to point to a
messianic king who will rule over all the nations, crushing any
opponents (cf. vv. 8-9).

Nah 1:9-12a What do you plot against the LORD? He will make
a complete end; trouble will not rise up a second time. 1°For
they are like entangled thorns, like drunkards as they drink;
they are consumed like stubble fully dried. 'From you came
one who plotted evil against the LORD, a worthless counselor.
12Thus says the LorD, “Though they are at full strength and
many, they will be cut down and pass away. 2
In speaking of this plotting “against the LORD" (w. 9, 11), the
prophet probably has primarily in view plotting against God's
people, which ultimately is against him. Such plots cannot
succeed (vv. 9b, 12a).

% God’s power is so great that his enemies cringe before him:

Ps 66:3 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! So great
is your power that your enemies come cringing to you. E

God takes vengeance on his enemies

See also:

= Jer51:6 &

= Note: God will take vengeance on those who persecute his
people, p. 2004

God takes vengeance for the sake of his people and because
of his justice — the latter leading God to punish the guilty and
exact judgment on sin. God's vengeance will be evident to all
at the end of the age.

Nah 1:2 The LORD is a jealous and avenging God; the LORD is
avenging and wrathful; the LORD takes vengeance on his
adversaries and keeps wrath for his enemies. £

Deut 32:34-35, 40-43 “Is not this laid up in store with me,
sealed up in my treasuries? 3Vengeance is mine, and
recompense,! for the time when their foot shall slip; for the day
of their calamity is at hand, and their doom comes swiftly.” &
.. ®For I lift up my hand to heaven and swear, As I live
forever, 4'if I sharpen my flashing sword™ and my hand takes
hold on judgment, I will take vengeance on my adversaries
and will repay those who hate me. 2] will make my arrows
drunk with blood, and my sword shall devour flesh— with the
blood of the slain and the captives, from the long-haired heads
of the enemy.” #3“Rejoice with him, O heavens; bow down to
him, all gods,™ for he avenges the blood of his children® and
takes vengeance on his adversaries. He repays those who hate
himp and cleanses his people’s land.”r £

! Septuagint and I will repay

mHebrew the lightning of my sword

" Dead Sea Scroll, Septuagint; Masoretic Text Rejoice his

people, O nations
° Dead Sea Scroll, Septuagint; Masoretic Text servants
P Dead Sea Scroll, Septuagint; Masoretic Text lacks He
repays those who hate him
1 Or atones for
r Septuagint, Vulgate; Hebrew his land his people

Ps 94:1 O Lorb, God of vengeance, O God of vengeance, shine
forth! E

Isa 1:24 Therefore the Lord declares, the LORD of hosts, the
Mighty One of Israel: “Ah, I will get relief from my enemies
and avenge myself on my foes. E

Jer 46:10 That day is the day of the Lord Gob of hosts, a day of
vengeance, to avenge himself on his foes. The sword shall
devour and be sated and drink its fill of their blood. For the
Lord Gob of hosts holds a sacrifice in the north country by the
river Euphrates. E
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The last statement speaks figuratively of God slaughtering his
enemies.

Jer 50:14-15  Set yourselves in array against Babylon all
around, all you who bend the bow; shoot at her, spare no
arrows, for she has sinned against the LORD. >Raise a shout
against her all around; she has surrendered; her bulwarks
have fallen; her walls are thrown down. For this is the
vengeance of the LORD: take vengeance on her; do to her as she
has done. 2

Mic 5:15 And in anger and wrath I will execute vengeance on
the nations that did not obey. E

God repays his enemies for their deeds

See also:

= Deut 7:10 &

= God judges and repays people according to what they have
done, p. 430

Isa 59:18 According to their deeds, so will he repay, wrath to
his adversaries, repayment to his enemies; to the coastlands
he will render repayment. E

Isa 66:6 The sound of an uproar from the city! A sound from
the temple! The sound of the LORD, rendering recompense to
his enemies! g

Jer 51:6 Flee from the midst of Babylon; let every one save
his life! Be not cut off in her punishment, for this is the time
of the LORD’s vengeance, the repayment he is rendering her. 2

Jer 50:29-30 Summon archers against Babylon, all those
who bend the bow. Encamp around her; let no one escape.
Repay her according to her deeds; do to her according to all
that she has done. For she has proudly defied the LORD, the
Holy One of Israel. 3°Therefore her young men shall fall in her
squares, and all her soldiers shall be destroyed on that day,
declares the LORD. 2

t The descendants of those who hate God also bear his
punishment:

Deut 5:9-10 You shall not bow down to them or serve them;
for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity
of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth
generation of those who hate me, %but showing steadfast
love to thousandss of those who love me and keep my

commandments. E

A

s Or to the thousandth generation

This appears to speak of the ongoing effects of severe
punishment still being felt by future generations. Some
commentators think that it alludes to the sin itself filtering
through to later generations, and so being accompanied by
appropriate punishment; certainly repentant children would
not be subject to such punishment. Note the contrasting
blessings for those who love God, with God blessing them
with his love to a thousand generations (v. 10).

God destroys his enemies

Ex 15:6-7 Your right hand, O LoRD, glorious in power, your
right hand, O LORD, shatters the enemy. 7In the greatness of
your majesty you overthrow your adversaries; you send out
your fury; it consumes them like stubble. E

Num 14:35 1, the LoRD, have spoken. Surely this will I do to
all this wicked congregation who are gathered together
against me: in this wilderness they shall come to a full end, and
there they shall die. 2

Deut 7:9-10 Know therefore that the LORD your God is God,
the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with
those who love him and keep his commandments, to a
thousand generations, %and repays to their face those who
hate him, by destroying them. He will not be slack with one
who hates him. He will repay him to his face. E

1Sam 2:10a The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken to
pieces; against them he will thunder in heaven.

Ps 68:21 But God will strike the heads of his enemies, the hairy
crown of him who walks in his guilty ways. 2
The "hairy crown” refers to long hair, with the term quite

possibly being used to allude to the wickedness of God's
enemies.

Ps 78:66 And he put his adversaries to rout; he put them to
everlasting shame. £

Ps 92:9 For behold, your enemies, O Lorb, for behold, your
enemies shall perish; all evildoers shall be scattered. £

Ps 97:3 Fire goes before him and burns up his adversaries all
around. E
This may be using poetic imagery or possibly be prophetic of
God's final judgment.
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Jer 50:23-24 How the hammer of the whole earth is cut down
and broken! How Babylon has become a horror among the
nations! ?4[ set a snare for you and you were taken, O Babylon,
and you did not know it; you were found and caught, because
you opposed the LORD.

Nah 1:8 But with an overflowing flood he will make a
complete end of the adversaries,t and will pursue his enemies
into darkness.

t Hebrew of her place

% God’s enemies will vanish:

Ps 37:20 But the wicked will perish; the enemies of the LORD
arelike the glory of the pastures; they vanish—Ilike smoke they
vanish away. 2

Pray for persecuted Christians

e) God Fulfills His Plans

See also:

= God fulfills his promises through Jesus Christ . . ., p. 532
» g) God Has Plans and Purposes for His People + ref., p. 956

Subsections

= God carries out his purposes and plans

= God's plans were determined long ago - from the
beginning

= When the time comes, God'’s plans are promptly fulfilled
= God does not change his purposes and plans . ..

= ... though God may have reason to alter something he did
— or relent from something he proposed

= No one can thwart God’s purposes and plans . . .
= ... Nor can anyone alter what God does

= God works everything for his purposes and plans

God carries out his purposes and plans

See also:

= ... and what God’s word foretells comes true, p. 307

Isa 14:24 The LORD of hosts has sworn: “As I have planned, so
shall it be, and as I have purposed, so shall it stand, ...

Isa 44:28 ...who says of Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd, and he
shall fulfill all my purpose’; saying of Jerusalem, ‘She shall be
built,” and of the temple, ‘Your foundation shall be laid.” E

Isa 46:10-11 ... declaring the end from the beginning and
from ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel
shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose,” 1calling a
bird of prey from the east, the man of my counsel from a far
country. I have spoken, and I will bring it to pass; I have
purposed, and I will do it. E

Note that the "bird of prey from the east” is the Persian king

Cyrus (cf. Isa 44:28 1), who God would use in fulfilling his

purposes.

Gen 41:31-32 ... and the plenty will be unknown in the land
by reason of the famine that will follow, for it will be very
severe. 32And the doubling of Pharaoh’s dream means that
the thing is fixed by God, and God will shortly bring it about.

2Sam 7:21 Because of your promise, and according to your
own heart, you have brought about all this greatness, to make
your servant know it. E

This speaks of the fact that God's prophetic word is fulfilled;
his will is carried out.

Prov 19:21 Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is
the purpose of the LORD that will stand. E

Isa 48:16 Draw near to me, hear this: from the beginning 1
have not spoken in secret, from the time it came to be I have
been there.” And now the Lord Gob has sent me, and his
Spirit. 2
The words “from the time it came to be | have been there”
imply that God is always present to ensure each
“announcement” (NIV®) of his plans comes true (cf. GNT).

Isa 55:11 ... so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that
which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent
it. 8
God's word accomplishes the purpose for which he imparts
it.
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Jer 23:20 The anger of the LORD will not turn back until he has
executed and accomplished the intents of his heart. In the
latter days you will understand it clearly. £

Jer 51:12, 29 Set up a standard against the walls of Babylon;
make the watch strong; set up watchmen; prepare the
ambushes; for the LORD has both planned and done what he
spoke concerning the inhabitants of Babylon. E ...2°The land
trembles and writhes in pain, for the LORD’s purposes against
Babylon stand, to make the land of Babylon a desolation,

without inhabitant. E

Ezek 17:24 And all the trees of the field shall know that [ am
the LorD; I bring low the high tree, and make high the low
tree, dry up the green tree, and make the dry tree flourish. I
am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it. E

The "trees” symbolize nations.

Ezek 39:8 Behold, it is coming and it will be brought about,
declares the Lord Gob. That is the day of which I have spoken.

Dan 11:36 And the king shall do as he wills. He shall exalt
himself and magnify himself above every god, and shall
speak astonishing things against the God of gods. He shall
prosper till the indignation is accomplished; for what is
decreed shall be done. £

Zec 1:6 But my words and my statutes, which I commanded

my servants the prophets, did they not overtake your fathers?

So they repented and said, As the LORD of hosts purposed to

deal with us for our ways and deeds, so has he dealt with us.
The rhetorical question indicates that God’s warnings and
plans that he proclaimed through his prophets caught up
with their forefathers. They were fulfilled and so the
forefathers suffered the punishment prophesied.

Rev 10:7 ...but that in the days of the trumpet call to be
sounded by the seventh angel, the mystery of God would be
fulfilled, just as he announced to his servants® the prophets. £

u Greek bondservants

Commentators generally consider that the “the mystery of
God" refers to — or at least encompasses — the establishment
of God's kingdom and his absolute rule. This had been
announced to and spoken of by the prophets, but aspects of
it — such as the time of its fulfillment — remain a mystery.

Rev 17:17 ... for God has put it into their hearts to carry out
his purpose by being of one mind and handing over their
royal power to the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled.

% God's will is good and perfect:

Rom 12:2 Do not be conformed to this world,” but be
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you
may discern what is the will of God, what is good and
acceptable and perfect¥ £

v Greek age
W Or what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God

See also Note: God and his ways are perfect, p. 58.

God'’s plans were determined long ago - from the
beginning

See also:

» God’s choice and call were determined before creation, p. 762

2Ki 19:25 Have you not heard that I determined it long ago?
I planned from days of old what now I bring to pass, that you
should turn fortified cities into heaps of ruins, ... 2
The phrases “long ago” and “days of old” do not necessarily
denote the beginning of time, before creation, but quite
possibly that is what is implied. This may also be the case in
the use of “long ago” and “of old” below in Isaiah 22:11; 25:1;
and Isa 48:3.

Isa 22:11 You made a reservoir between the two walls for the
water of the old pool. But you did not look to him who did it,
or see him who planned it long ago. 2

Isa 25:1 O LorD, you are my God; I will exalt you; I will praise
your name, for you have done wonderful things, plans formed
of old, faithful and sure. £

Isa 46:9b-10 [ am God, and there is none like me, %declaring
the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not
yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and [ will accomplish

all my purpose,’ ... E

Isa 48:3 The former things I declared of old; they went out
from my mouth, and I announced them; then suddenly I did
them, and they came to pass. E

G - H - OT - NT - Subj


https://www.esv.org/Jer+23:20
https://www.esv.org/Jer+51:12
https://www.esv.org/Jer+51:29
https://www.esv.org/Ezek+17:24
https://www.esv.org/Ezek+39:8
https://www.esv.org/Dan+11:36
https://www.esv.org/Zec+1:6
https://www.esv.org/Rev+10:7
https://www.esv.org/Rev+17:17
https://www.esv.org/Rom+12:2
https://www.esv.org/2Ki+19:25
https://www.esv.org/Isa+22:11
https://www.esv.org/Isa+25:1
https://www.esv.org/Isa+46:9
https://www.esv.org/Isa+48:3

268 7. God's Sovereignty

Matt 25:34 Then the King will say to those on his right,

‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.
God has planned since the creation of the world that his
people will inherit his kingdom.

1Cor 2:7 But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God,
which God decreed before the ages for our glory. E

This “secret and hidden wisdom of God" is the gospel of
salvation, which God purposed before time began to effect
our glorification.

Titus 1:2 ... 1in hope of eternal life, which God, who never lies,
promised before the ages began* ... B

X Greek before times eternal

1Pet 1:20 He was foreknown before the foundation of the
world but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of
you ... E
This suggests that God's purposes for Jesus Christ were
determined before the creation of the world.

When the time comes, God’s plans are promptly
fulfilled

See also:

= |sa 48:3 1

Hab 2:3 For still the vision awaits its appointed time; it
hastens to the end—it will not lie. If it seems slow, wait for it;
it will surely come; it will not delay. E
At the appointed time God's revealed plan would come
about without delay.

Isa 60:22 The least one shall become a clan, and the smallest
one a mighty nation; I am the LORD; in its time I will hasten it.

The use of "hasten” is indicative of prompt fulfillment.

Ezek 12:25, 28 For I am the LoRD; I will speak the word that |
will speak, and it will be performed. It will no longer be
delayed, but in your days, O rebellious house, I will speak the
word and perform it, declares the Lord GoD.” & ...?8Therefore
say to them, Thus says the Lord Gob: None of my words will
be delayed any longer, but the word that | speak will be
performed, declares the Lord Gob. =

God’s may delay or prolong fulfillment of some of his plans.
But when the right time comes — here, “in your days” (v. 25)
— they are fulfilled.

Rom 9:28 ... for the Lord will carry out his sentence upon the
earth fully and without delay. 2

Luke 1:19-20 And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel.
stand in the presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you
and to bring you this good news. 2°And behold, you will be
silent and unable to speak until the day that these things take
place, because you did not believe my words, which will be
fulfilled in their time.” &

% God has a right time for everything:
Eccl 3:11a He has made everything beautiful in its time. E

This is usually understood to mean that God has a designated
time for every activity in which each activity is “appropriate”
(NASB) — God “has set the right time for everything.” (GNT;
cf. CEV, NCV).

God does not change his purposes and plans. . ..

See also:

» God does not lie nor change his mind — he keeps his
promises, p. 65

Num 23:19 God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man,
that he should change his mind. Has he said, and will he not do
it? Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill it? E

Ps 33:11 The counsel of the LORD stands forever, the plans of
his heart to all generations. £

Isa 31:2 And yet he is wise and brings disaster; he does not
call back his words, but will arise against the house of the
evildoers and against the helpers of those who work
iniquity. 2

Isa 45:23 By myself | have sworn; from my mouth has gone
out in righteousness a word that shall not return: ‘To me
every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear allegiance.”y

¥ Septuagint every tongue shall confess to God

Acts 2:23 ... this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite
plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by
the hands of lawless men. E

This exemplifies that God's plans are “definite” — “definite and
fixed ... and settled” (AMP).

G - H - OT - NT - Subj


https://www.esv.org/Matt+25:34
https://www.esv.org/1Cor+2:7
https://www.esv.org/Titus+1:2
https://www.esv.org/1Pet+1:20
https://www.esv.org/Hab+2:3
https://www.esv.org/Isa+60:22
https://www.esv.org/Ezek+12:25
https://www.esv.org/Ezek+12:28
https://www.esv.org/Rom+9:28
https://www.esv.org/Luke+1:19
https://www.esv.org/Eccl+3:11
https://www.esv.org/Num+23:19
https://www.esv.org/Ps+33:11
https://www.esv.org/Isa+31:2
https://www.esv.org/Isa+45:23
https://www.esv.org/Acts+2:23

7.1. God’s Supreme Authority 269

Eph 3:11 This was according to the eternal purpose that he
has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, ... £

Heb 6:17 So when God desired to show more convincingly
to the heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of his
purpose, he guaranteed it with an oath, ... B

Heb 7:21 ... but this one was made a priest with an oath by
the one who said to him: “The Lord has sworn and will not
change his mind, ‘You are a priest forever.” g

Rom 11:29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.

This illustrates that God's purposes and plans are irrevocable.

. . . though God may have reason to alter something
he did - or relent from something he proposed

See also:

* ... Thus God allows for repentance and for punishment to
be averted, p. 433

As seen also in some of the above cross references, in some
of God's intentions or plans he makes allowances for
different outcomes, whether expressly stated or not. Reasons
prominent amongst the following passages as to why God
would change something he did or proposed, include:
people’s sin; God's grief, God's control of his anger; God's
love and compassion; and the prayers of his people. A further
reason shown in the above cross references is people’s
repentance.

Gen 6:5-7 The LoRD saw that the wickedness of man was
great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of
his heart was only evil continually. °®And the LORD was sorry
that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his
heart. 7So the LorD said, “I will blot out man whom I have
created from the face of the land, man and animals and
creeping things and birds of the heavens, for I am sorry that
I have made them.”
Humankind's wickedness was such that God was grieved
about having created them. So in a sense he changed or
altered what he had done - though this is not shown to be
outside of his plans — by wiping them out and continuing on
with just Noah's family.

1Sam 15:11, 22-23, 29, 35 “Iregret that have made Saul king,
for he has turned back from following me and has not
performed my commandments.” And Samuel was angry, and
he cried to the Lorp all night. £ ... 22And Samuel said [to
Saul], “Has the LoRD as great delight in burnt offerings and

A

sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LorD? Behold, to
obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of
rams. 23For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and
presumption is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have
rejected the word of the LORD, he has also rejected you from
being king.” & ...2°And also the Glory of Israel will not lie or
have regret, for he is not a man, that he should have regret.”
£ ...35And Samuel did not see Saul again until the day of his
death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. And the LORD regretted
that he had made Saul king over Israel. E
Note that vv. 11, 35 speak of God having regret, in contrast
to v. 29 which states that God does not have regret. This
appears to be due to differences in the way that the Hebrew
term involved can be translated. It can speak of sorrow (as
per vv. 11, 35) or of actually changing one’s mind (as per
v. 29). (ESVSB)

Hos 11:5-10 They shall notz return to the land of Egypt, but
Assyria shall be their king, because they have refused to return
to me. 6The sword shall rage against their cities, consume the
bars of their gates, and devour them because of their own
counsels. "My people are bent on turning away from me, and
though they call out to the Most High, he shall not raise them
up at all. 8How can I give you up, O Ephraim? How can I hand
you over, O Israel? How can I make you like Admah? How can
I treat you like Zeboiim? My heart recoils within me; my
compassion grows warm and tender. °I will not execute my
burning anger; I will not again destroy Ephraim; for I am God
and not a man, the Holy One in your midst, and I will not come
in wrath.® 1°They shall go after the LoRD; he will roar like a
lion; when he roars, his children shall come trembling from
the west; ... E

z Or surely

a Or into the city

The LORD is the Holy God; he does not act out of unbridled

wrath. Even amidst his great wrath and judgment there is

allowance for his great love and compassion. He would not

simply destroy his people because of their refusal to repent

— an option he appears to propose or air (vv. 5-6). Rather,

because of his great compassion (v. 8) he would turn them

trembling to him (v. 10).

Isa 38:1-5 In those days Hezekiah became sick and was at
the point of death. And Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz
came to him, and said to him, “Thus says the LORD: Set your
house in order, for you shall die, you shall not recover.” 2Then
Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to the LORD,
3and said, “Please, O LORD, remember how I have walked
before you in faithfulness and with a whole heart, and have
done what is good in your sight.” And Hezekiah wept bitterly.
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4Then the word of the LORD came to Isaiah: 5“Go and say to
Hezekiah, Thus says the LORD, the God of David your father: |
have heard your prayer; I have seen your tears. Behold, I will
add fifteen years to your life.c

b Or live; also verses 9, 21
¢ Hebrew to your days

Ex 32:9-14 And the LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this
people, and behold, it is a stiff-necked people. 1°Now
therefore let me alone, that my wrath may burn hot against
them and I may consume them, in order that | may make a
great nation of you.” 11But Moses implored the LORD his God
and said, “O LoRD, why does your wrath burn hot against your
people, whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt with
great power and with a mighty hand? “?Why should the
Egyptians say, ‘With evil intent did he bring them out, to kill
them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of
the earth’? Turn from your burning anger and relent from this
disaster against your people. 3Remember Abraham, Isaac,
and Israel, your servants, to whom you swore by your own self,
and said to them, ‘I will multiply your offspring as the stars of
heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to
your offspring, and they shall inherit it forever.” “And the
Lorb relented from the disaster that he had spoken of bringing
on his people. E

Some translations render v. 14 to indicate that God had

earlier “threatened” (CEV, GNT, NIV, NLT) the punishment

spoken of earlier (v. 10) — as opposed to resolving to carry it
out. As such, God did not change any firm plan here.

t God may relent from implementing proposed plans, but
not from any firm plan:

Amos 7:1-9 This is what the Lord Gob showed me: behold, he
was forming locusts when the latter growth was just
beginning to sprout, and behold, it was the latter growth after
the king’s mowings. 2When they had finished eating the grass
of the land, I said, “O Lord Gob, please forgive! How can Jacob
stand? He is so small!” 3The LORD relented concerning this: “It
shall not be,” said the LORD. *This is what the Lord GoD showed
me: behold, the Lord GoD was calling for a judgment by fire,
and it devoured the great deep and was eating up the land.
5Then I said, “O Lord Gob, please cease! How can Jacob stand?
He is so small!” ¢The LORD relented concerning this: “This also
shall not be,” said the Lord Gob. "This is what he showed me:
behold, the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a plumb
line, with a plumb line in his hand. 8And the LORD said to me,
“Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the
Lord said, “Behold, I am setting a plumb line in the midst of my
people Israel; [ will never again pass by them; °the high places

A

of Isaac shall be made desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel

shall be laid waste, and I will rise against the house of

Jeroboam with the sword.” §
With the first two proposed judgments God relents at Amos'’s
intercession, but with the third proposed judgment it is
implicit that no allowance will be made. Note that in the third
judgment specific mention is made of improper worship and
the house of the idolatrous King Jeroboam (v. 9), two of the
main things characterizing or behind the people’s sin.

No one can thwart God's purposes and plans . ..
See also:

* No one can effectively oppose God . . ., p. 263

Job 42:2 1 know that you can do all things, and that no
purpose of yours can be thwarted. E

Ps 33:10-11 The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to
nothing; he frustrates the plans of the peoples. 11The counsel
of the LORD stands forever, the plans of his heart to all
generations. £
Following on the teaching in v. 10 that God is well able to foil
the plans of the nations, v. 11 appears to be implying that
not only does God not change his plans and purposes,
neither can anyone else foil or alter them.

Isa 14:27 For the LORD of hosts has purposed, and who will
annul it? His hand is stretched out, and who will turn it back?

Dan 4:35 ... all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as
nothing, and he does according to his will among the host of
heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can
stay his hand or say to him, “What have you done?”

No one can stop God doing what he wants to, neither can
anyone call him to account for what he does.

Acts 5:38-39a So in the present case I tell you, keep away
from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or this
undertaking is of man, it will fail; 3°but if it is of God, you will
not be able to overthrow them. You might even be found
opposing God! 2

1Sam 14:6b It may be that the LorD will work for us, for
nothing can hinder the LORD from saving by many or by few.
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. .. Nor can anyone alter what God does

See also:

= Ps 33:10-11 1
= Eccl 6:10 &

Isa 43:13 Also henceforth I am he; there is none who can
deliver from my hand; I work, and who can turn it back? E

Eccl 3:14 [ perceived that whatever God does endures forever;
nothing can be added to it, nor anything taken from it. God
has done it, so that people fear before him. E

Eccl 7:13 Consider the work of God: who can make straight
what he has made crooked? 2

The question posed may be making the general point that
no one can change what God has done. But some scholars
interpret “what he has made crooked” to refer in particular
to things that appear to be incongruous or unfair, with
possibly adversity primarily in view.

Job 12:14 If he tears down, none can rebuild; if he shuts a man
in, none can open. g

Ps 104:5 He set the earth on its foundations, so that it should
never be moved. 2

% No one can deliver someone from God:

Ps 50:22 Mark this, then, you who forget God, lest I tear you
apart, and there be none to deliver! £

Isaiah 43:13 and Job 12:14 above also speak of this truth.

God works everything for his purposes and plans

Eph 1:11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having
been predestined according to the purpose of him who works
all things according to the counsel of his will, ... &

Rom 8:28 And we know that for those who love God all things
work together for good,d for those who are called according to
his purpose.
4 Some manuscripts God works all things together for good,
or God works in all things for the good

God works in all things for the good of his people, in
accordance with his purpose in calling them.

Phil 2:13 ... for it is God who works in you, both to will and to
work for his good pleasure. E
God works in his people, so that they both desire to act in
line with his purposes and actually do so. As such, this
illustrates that God works things for his purposes and plans.

Prov 16:4 The LorRD has made everything for its purpose, even
the wicked for the day of trouble. 2

God has an end or purpose for everything — even evil and
negative things fit into his purposes and plans.

% God predetermines all things:

Eccl 6:10 Whatever has come to be has already been named,
and it is known what man is, and that he is not able to dispute
with one stronger than he. 2

"Whatever has come to be has already been named” appears
to mean that everything that happens has already been
predetermined by God (cf. CEV, GNT, NCV, NLT). The clause
“it is known what man is" may mean that God also
predetermines each person’s nature, although his
foreknowledge of them may instead be in view. The “one
stronger” is quite possibly referring to God (cf. CEV, NCV,
NLT). As such the final clause may be teaching that no one
can alter what God does (the theme of the previous
subsection).

Pray for persecuted Christians
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Il. God’s Control over the World

God has power over everything. This includes control over
evil powers, nature, the nations of the world and each
person’s life. Comprehending this is vital to having a sound
understanding of God and of his relationship to the world -
including his relationship with ourselves.

a) God Has Control over Evil

See also:

= Satan can only tempt and dfflict as God permits, p. 190

= God has power over the forces of evil, p. 255

Subsections

= God exerts control over evil

= God can use evil

= God can use evil to fulfill his purposes

= God can use evil and wrongdoing to punish

= God can use evil for the benefit of people

God exerts control over evil

Gen 31:7 ...yetyour father has cheated me and changed my
wages ten times. But God did not permit him to harm me. E

God had kept in check Laban’s ill treatment of Jacob.

Num 24:12-13 And Balaam said to Balak, “Did I not tell your
messengers whom you sent to me, '3‘If Balak should give me
his house full of silver and gold, I would not be able to go
beyond the word of the LORD, to do either good or bad of my
own will. What the LORD speaks, that will I speak” E
Balaam was a pagan diviner who Balak, the king of Moab,
hired to curse the Israelites. But due to God's intervention
Balaam could not, or would dare not. Instead God made him
bless the Israelites (cf. Num 23:11-12; and God can use evil
for the benefit of people, p. 275).

1Sam 2:25 [Eli, to his sons:] If someone sins against a man,
God will mediate for him, but if someone sins against the
LORD, who can intercede for him?” But they would not listen
to the voice of their father, for it was the will of the LORD to put
them to death.
Eli's wicked sons were unwilling to respond to their father's
rebuke to change their ways. This is attributed in part at least
to God's will — no doubt as a judgment, so that punishment
for their past wickedness would not be averted. Thus it
illustrates God's control over such evil people —and over their
destiny.

2Sam 7:10-11a And I will appoint a place for my people Israel
and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own
place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict
them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed
judges over my people Israel. And I will give you rest from all
your enemies. £

God has control over the activities of evil people. At times he

allows them to oppress and at other times prevents them

from doing so.

Job 12:16 With him are strength and sound wisdom; the
deceived and the deceiver are his. £

Those who deceive — as well as those who are deceived — "are
in his power” (GNT, NLT).

Prov 16:4 The LorRD has made everything for its purpose, even
the wicked for the day of trouble.
God has a purpose for everything — even the wicked fit into

his purposes and plans. In fact this verse may imply that God
makes the wicked for a time of punishment (cf. NLT).

Ezek 14:9 And if the prophet is deceived and speaks a word, I,
the LORD, have deceived that prophet, and 1 will stretch out
my hand against him and will destroy him from the midst of
my people Israel. £
This is speaking of false prophets, reflecting God's
sovereignty over them and their words — as well as their end.
It would appear that God's deceiving of such a prophet
would be part of his judgment of them, culminating in
destruction.

1Cor 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you that is not
common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be
tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will
also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure
it. 2

God has control over and limits any temptation, whether it

originates from Satan or from our own sinful nature. This is
indicative of God's control over evil.
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2Thes 2:7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work.

Only he who now restrains it will do so until he is out of the

way. 2
The "mystery of lawlessness” refers to that which is expressed
through the “man of lawlessness” (v. 3) who is quite likely the
final antichrist. There are a number of theories as to whom or
what is "he who now restrains it” (vv. 6-7) — ensuring that the
man of lawlessness is revealed at the right time and not
before (ESVSB). It would appear to be one who will be both
given power to do so and “taken out of the way” (NIV®) by
God. As such this demonstrates God's control over this force
of “lawlessness”, initially through “he who now restrains it".

% God prevented David from doing wrong:

1Sam 25:26, 34, 39a [Abigail, to David:] Now then, my lord,
as the LORD lives, and as your soul lives, because the LORD has
restrained you from bloodguilt and from saving with your
own hand, now then let your enemies and those who seek to
do evil to my lord be as Nabal. g ... [David, to Abigail:] 3*For
as surely as the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, who has
restrained me from hurting you, unless you had hurried and
come to meet me, truly by morning there had not been left
to Nabal so much as one male.” § ... 3When David heard
that Nabal was dead, he said, “Blessed be the LoRD who has
avenged the insult I received at the hand of Nabal, and has
kept back his servant from wrongdoing. The LORD has
returned the evil of Nabal on his own head.” E

God can use evil

See also:

= Num 24:12-13 {; Prov 164 {

1Sam 18:10a The next day a harmful spirit from God rushed
upon Saul, and he raved within his house while David was
playing the lyre, as he did day by day. E
The "harmful spirit” is generally understood to have been an
“evil spirit” (AMP, CEV, GNT, NASB, NCV, NIV, NRSV). For
further comment, see 16:14-16 in God can use evil and
wrongdoing to punish, p. 275.

2Sam 16:10-11 But the king said, “What have I to do with you,
you sons of Zeruiah? If he is cursing because the LORD has said
to him, ‘Curse David,” who then shall say, ‘Why have you done
so?”” 11And David said to Abishai and to all his servants,
“Behold, my own son seeks my life; how much more now
may this Benjaminite! Leave him alone, and let him curse, for
the LORD has told him to. E

David considered that the ill treatment he was receiving may
well have been of God.

2Sam 24:1 Again the anger of the LORD was kindled against
Israel, and he incited David against them, saying, “Go,
number Israel and Judah.” &

1 Chronicles 21:1 says that it was Satan who incited David. It
seems reasonable then to conclude from these two accounts
that God used Satan to do this —illustrating God's use of evil.
Even apart from Satan’s involvement, this incident still
illustrates God's use of evil as the action of taking a census
was itself sinful. For taking a census — in particular of the
fighting men (cf. v. 2) — displayed a lack of trust in God by
David, who by doing this was looking to the strength of his
own forces. God used the ramifications of this to bring
judgment on Israel (cf. v. 15), apparently as punishment for
something Israel had done earlier for which God's anger "was
kindled against Israel”.

Ps 105:24-25 And the LORD made his people very fruitful and
made them stronger than their foes. 2°He turned their hearts
to hate his people, to deal craftily with his servants. E

The reference is to the Egyptians, in particular Pharaoh,
reflecting that God's sovereignty over his people’s destiny
can involve even the malice of their enemies against them.

John 11:49-52 But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high
priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at all. 5°Nor
do you understand that it is better for you that one man
should die for the people, not that the whole nation should
perish.” 51He did not say this of his own accord, but being high
priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the
nation, >2and not for the nation only, but also to gather into
one the children of God who are scattered abroad. E
Caiaphas wickedly oversaw the trial of Jesus which was
engineered to condemn Jesus. But despite this evil context,
God used Caiaphas —who “did not say this of his own accord”
(v. 51) — to make a profound prophecy of Jesus’ death and
what it would accomplish.

Eph 4:6 ...one God and Father of all, who is over all and
through all and in all. E

The phrase “through all” may well mean “works through all”
(GNT, cf. CEV). Note that "all” quite likely means all things or
all people — arguably then inclusive of evil — but all Christians
may instead be primarily in view.
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Matt 2:1-2 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea
in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men? from the east
came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been born
king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose® and have
come to worship him.” g
a Greek magi; also verses 7, 16
b Or in the east; also verse 9
A number of commentators think it likely that the “wise men”
or magi (cf. text note) practiced astrology, a practice spoken
of as evil or forbidden elsewhere in the Bible (cf. Isa 47:13-
15; Jer 8:2). If this was the case, then it would appear that God
used astrology — something understood as evil — to make a
revelation to pagan people.

God can use evil to fulfill his purposes

See also:

= Ps 105:24-25 1

» God may actually use his people’s troubles in fulfilling his
purposes for them . . ., p. 959

» ... God may even initiate seemingly bad things to fulfill his
purposes for his people, p. 960

Note that some of the verses in the previous subsection, to
varying degrees, reflect that God can use evil to fulfill his
purposes. The ones in this subsection do so more pointedly.

Acts 2:23 ... this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite
plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the
hands of lawless men. E

Acts 4:27-28 ... for truly in this city there were gathered
together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed,
both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the
peoples of Israel, 28to do whatever your hand and your plan
had predestined to take place. 2

Those mentioned were not all necessarily particularly evil in
themselves, but their actions against Jesus basically were evil.

Rom 9:17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very
purpose I have raised you up, that I might show my power in
you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.”

Rom 11:15, 25, 32 For if their rejection means the
reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean
but life from the dead? & ... °Lest you be wise in your own
sight, [ want you to understand this mystery, brothers:¢ a
partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of

the Gentiles has come in. [§ ... 32For God has consigned all to

disobedience, that he may have mercy on all.
¢ Or brothers and sisters
The phrase “their rejection” (v. 15) may refer to the Jew's
rejection of God's way of salvation (cf. CEV). This sinful
rejection by the Jews was part of God's plan to fulfill his
purpose of providing salvation to the Gentiles (wv. 25, 32) —
hence the inclusion of v. 15 here. However it could instead
be speaking of God rejecting the Jews (cf. GNT, NCV, NKJV).
Verse 32 can be interpreted as speaking of God sovereignly
binding all people over to disobeying him, which is
essentially to do evil, for his purpose of offering his mercy to
all. However it is probably more often understood to mean
that "God has imprisoned all people in their own
disobedience” (NLT, cf. CEV).

Rev 17:17 ... for God has put it into their hearts to carry out
his purpose by being of one mind and handing over their royal
power to the beast, until the words of God are fulfilled. E
This speaks of kings or world powers of the end times
cooperating with the beast or anti-Christ, to unwittingly
accomplish God's purpose.

Ezek 38:16-18, 21-23  You will come up against my people
Israel, like a cloud covering the land. In the latter days I will
bring you against my land, that the nations may know me,
when through you, O Gog, I vindicate my holiness before their
eyes. 7“Thus says the Lord Gob: Are you he of whom I spoke in
former days by my servants the prophets of Israel, who in
those days prophesied for years that  would bring you against
them? 8But on that day, the day that Gog shall come against
the land of Israel, declares the Lord Gob, my wrath will be
roused in my anger. 2 ... 2] will summon a sword against
Gogd on all my mountains, declares the Lord Gob. Every man’s
sword will be against his brother. 22With pestilence and
bloodshed I will enter into judgment with him, and I will rain
upon him and his hordes and the many peoples who are with
him torrential rains and hailstones, fire and sulfur. 23S0 I will
show my greatness and my holiness and make myself known
in the eyes of many nations. Then they will know that I am the
LorD. E

d Hebrew against him

Note v. 17 appears to refer to prophecies in general that

speak of future attacks on Israel by sizable enemy forces.

% God's apparent use of insincere preachers to spread the
gospel:

Phil 1:15, 17-18a Some indeed preach Christ from envy and
rivalry, but others from good will. E ... 17 The former proclaim

Christ out of rivalry, not sincerely but thinking to afflict me in
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my imprisonment. 8What then? Only that in every way,
whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in
that I rejoice. E

God can use evil and wrongdoing to punish

Judg 9:23-24 And God sent an evil spirit between Abimelech
and the leaders of Shechem, and the leaders of Shechem dealt
treacherously with Abimelech, 2*that the violence done to the
seventy sons of Jerubbaal might come, and their blood be laid
on Abimelech their brother, who killed them, and on the men
of Shechem, who strengthened his hands to kill his brothers.

1Sam 16:14-16 Now the Spirit of the LoRD departed from
Saul, and a harmful spirit from the LORD tormented him.>And
Saul’s servants said to him, “Behold now, a harmful spirit
from God is tormenting you. 1°Let our lord now command
your servants who are before you to seek out a man who is
skillful in playing the lyre, and when the harmful spirit from
God is upon you, he will play it, and you will be well.” E

It would appear that the “harmful” spirit was an evil spirit
from God sent as a punishment for Saul's disobedient.

1Ki 22:20-23 ... and the LORD said, ‘Who will entice Ahab, that
he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?” And one said one
thing, and another said another. 2'Then a spirit came
forward and stood before the LORD, saying, ‘I will entice him.’
22And the LORD said to him, ‘By what means?’ And he said, ‘1
will go out, and will be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his
prophets.” And he said, ‘You are to entice him, and you shall
succeed; go out and do so.” 23Now therefore behold, the LORD
has put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these your prophets;
the LORD has declared disaster for you. 2

The "lying spirit” is often considered to be an evil spirit or
demon, used by God to instigate Ahab’s downfall.

Isa 10:5-7 Ah, Assyria, the rod of my anger; the staff in their
hands is my fury! ®Against a godless nation I send him, and
against the people of my wrath I command him, to take spoil
and seize plunder, and to tread them down like the mire of the
streets. "But he does not so intend, and his heart does not so
think; but it is in his heart to destroy, and to cut off nations not
afew; ...

Verse 7 shows the Assyrians to have been wicked. Despite

this God used them to punish other godless people (vv. 5-6).

Isa 54:16 Behold, [ have created the smith who blows the fire
of coals and produces a weapon for its purpose. I have also
created the ravager to destroy; ...
As shown in 10:5-7 above, God raises up destructive and
often wicked nations to execute his judgment. Assyria (cf. Isa
10:5-7 1) and Babylonia (cf. Hab 1:6-13 {), who God had
used to punish Israel, are primarily in view — but arguably this
can be said of all such destructive nations.

Hab 1:6-13 For behold, I am raising up the Chaldeans, that
bitter and hasty nation, who march through the breadth of the
earth, to seize dwellings not their own. "They are dreaded and
fearsome; their justice and dignity go forth from themselves.
8Their horses are swifter than leopards, more fierce than the
evening wolves; their horsemen press proudly on. Their
horsemen come from afar; they fly like an eagle swift to
devour. °They all come for violence, all their faces forward.
They gather captives like sand. 1°At kings they scoff, and at
rulers they laugh. They laugh at every fortress, for they pile
up earth and take it. 1Then they sweep by like the wind and
go on, guilty men, whose own might is their god!” 12Are you
not from everlasting, O LORD my God, my Holy One? We shall
not die. O LORD, you have ordained them as a judgment, and
you, O Rock, have established them for reproof. 13*You who are
of purer eyes than to see evil and cannot look at wrong, why
do you idly look at traitors and remain silent when the wicked
swallows up the man more righteous than he? g
God's use of the evil Babylonians “to execute judgment” and
so "to punish” (v. 12) led to Habakkuk questioning God about
it (v. 13). Note that v. 6b is indicating that the Babylonians
acted only as they themselves saw fit.

¥ God may use evil people’s wickedness in bringing
punishment on them:

Josh 11:20 For it was the LORD’s doing to harden their hearts
that they should come against Israel in battle, in order that
they should be devoted to destruction and should receive no
mercy but be destroyed, just as the LORD commanded Moses.

Note that one such occurrence in view here is contained in
Deuteronomy 2:30 — “But Sihon the king of Heshbon would
not let us pass by him, for the Lord your God hardened his
spirit and made his heart obstinate, that he might give him
into your hand, as he is this day.”

God can use evil for the benefit of people

Gen 45:4-8 So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me,
please.” And they came near. And he said, “I am your brother,
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Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. SAnd now do not be
distressed or angry with yourselves because you sold me here,
for God sent me before you to preserve life. °For the famine
has been in the land these two years, and there are yet five
years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest.
7And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on
earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 85o it was not
you who sent me here, but God. He has made me a father to
Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land
of Egypt. 8

Gen 50:20 [Joseph:] As for you, you meant evil against me,
but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people®
should be kept alive, as they are today. E

¢ Or a numerous people

Ex 10:1-2 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go in to Pharaoh, for
I have hardened his heart and the heart of his servants, that |
may show these signs of mine among them, 2and that you may
tell in the hearing of your son and of your grandson how I have
dealt harshly with the Egyptians and what signs I have done
among them, that you may know that I am the LORD.” E

God hardened Pharaoh'’s heart for the good of the Israelites

— i.e. that through God's miraculous signs they would know
that he was the LORD (as well be set free).

Num 23:11-12 And Balak said to Balaam, “What have you
done to me? I took you to curse my enemies, and behold, you
have done nothing but bless them.” 12And he answered and
said, “Must I not take care to speak what the LORD puts in my
mouth?” E

As noted earlier, Balaam was a pagan diviner hired by Balak

to curse the Israelites. Instead God used this evil man to bless
the Israelites.

2Cor 12:7-9 So to keep me from becoming conceited because
of the surpassing greatness of the revelations,f a thorn was
given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to
keep me from becoming conceited. 8Three times I pleaded
with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. °But he said
to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made
perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly
of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon
me. 2
f Or hears from me, even because of the surpassing
greatness of the revelations. So to keep me from becoming
conceited
God - or Christ — used Paul’s affliction, which apparently
came from Satan, to both keep him from becoming

conceited (v.7) and make him receptive to Christ's power
working in him (v. 9).

Pray for persecuted Christians

b) God Has Control over Nature

See also:

» b) God Maintains Creation, p. 207

» God has power over all aspects of nature, including: the
earth; the skies; . . ., p. 257

» ... and the waters, p. 258

Subsections

= God directs nature
= Nature serves God

= God can control the elements of nature to bring plentiful
provision . . .

= ... and God can control nature so as to bring depravation
= God has control over all creatures
= God can perform miracles of nature . ..

= ... God can miraculously use nature for his purposes

God directs nature

Note that God Maintains Creation, cross-referenced above,
has a number of subsections pertinent to this subsection’s
theme. The verses in this subsection are somewhat distinct in
that they have a more authoritative tone, emphasizing God's
direction or control over nature. Arguably they should be
generally understood as speaking of God as having created
nature and set its forces in motion, while maintaining his
control over it — rather than meaning that God necessarily
needs to direct every occurrence of natural phenomena.

Job 36:32 He covers his hands with the lightning and
commands it to strike the mark. E

Job 37:11-12, 14-15 He loads the thick cloud with moisture;
the clouds scatter his lightning. 2The